_— 
4 . 1 — — — 
Pr. N = 
SL. b 
YE 


— 


— 


—: —— —— - ated 
erer 


N 
* 
FA THE GOL A 


BOKE OF MARCVS 
AVRELIVS EMPE- 
ROVR AND 


E L O- 
QVENT ORATOVR, 


MAIN 


AN NO.. M.D.XXXYV. 


onne 

© woh 
pong 
capi 
Chor 
be acc 
CHov 
and h 


«Df 
Aurel 


— 


- 
= 
- 4 - 
. 
— _ 


THE TABLE. 


= che byzthe and lynage of Marke Aurelye 
Anthony ur. Cap, t. 
Marke Yurely had in his 


( what ſciences Marcus the emperour ler- 
ned, _ ok a meruaplous letter that he ſente to Polion. 
cap. tl 
C.Howe fo; the wyſedome of Marcus many wyſe menne 
0:ythed in his tyine. capitu. iii. 
4] Of * emperour Marcus ſonne named Ueriſſimus. 
capit.v, 
¶ what wiſe aunciente menne Marcus choſe to inſtructe 


his ſonne.cap. bi. 
¶ Howe it chaunced to fyue wiſe menne, wherfoze they 
were put out of the emperours houle. cap. vit. 
Howe the emperour reaſoned with the mayſters that 
ulde lerne his ſonne. cap. viii. ä 
¶ Howe the mayſters of puncis ought to kepe them from 


ices. cap. ir. 
| C Howe themperour Marcus nouryen the nzinceſſis 


his doughtets. cap. x. 
| C.Howe Marcus the emperour dyd choſe and pꝛoued his 


onnes in lawe. cap. rt. 
| what themperour Marcus ſayde to the father of a 
yonge man, that wolde marye one of his doughters, 


capt. rit, x 
C Howe a ſonne in lawe oughte to be well examined er he 


de accepted to his purpoſe, cap. riit. | 
Howe Marc the emperour fauoured al noble exercyſc, 


and hated trewandes and fooles. cap. rittt, 
¶ Of the good conuerſation of this emperour Marcus 


Aurclius. ca. cv, 
| ; Of 


£ 
——— 


— 


— .. — — 


| THE TABLE g 
Ot the keaſte that the Romaynes kepte to the god Jan 
in Rome, and what chaunced to the ſayd emperour there. 


cap. x vi. 
Howe Marcus the emperour aunſwered a ſcnatour in the 


ſenate. capitulo, ⁊ vii. 
Howe the emperour Marcus deuyded the houres of the 
daye fo: the buſineſſes of thempire. capitulo, viii. 
The aunſwere of Marke themperour, whan Fauſtine his 
wyfe demaunded the keye of his ſtudy. capit. rir. | 
The emperour reherſeth the perylles of them that haunte 
women erceſſpuelye. capitulo. xx. 5 | 
The emperours anſwere to Fauſtine foz that ſhe ſayd,ſhe | , 
was with chylde. capitulo. rri. 
How tidynges was brought to theperout, that the Mau- , 
ritaynes wolde conquere greate B2ytayne. cap. rrit. 1 
What the emperour ſaid to them of his courte in eſchewv⸗ 0 
inge ydelnes. cap. xxii. h 
Ok the peryllous lyuynge of them that haunte the courte } 15 
contynually.capitulo.xxiiii. ä 


VE 


Howe the empero« wol0 haue them of his court to-lyue, T 

caplit. rxv, bt 

Ok a metuaplous and fearefull monſter that was ſeene in th 

Scicile, and of his wzytynges. cap. xxvi. Dt 

What bekelle to a citeſen of Rome in the tyme of this em⸗ hie 

perour Marcus. cap. rrvit. p 

Oka great peſtilẽce that was in Jtaly in this emperours wh 

tyme. cap. xxviii. dean 

| Powe arcus anſwered his phiſittons that wolde haut Of, 
. dym leave his ſtudy. cap. xxix. to 
« None ſcience ought to be in pꝛyncis. cap. rrr. Oft 
What a villayne ſayde to the ſenatouts of Rome in te emp 

pꝛeteace of the emperour ca. xxrci. Okt 


Ot dyuus other thynges that the villayne ſaid befoꝛe the and 
ſe⸗ 


0 | 
| 
[ 


_— 


THE T ABLE, 


ſenate.ca.cxxii. | 
Howe the emperour deſpred the welth of His people, and 
the people his welth,capti.rrxii, 
Howe the emperour gaus Lucilla his doughter licence to 
ſporte her at his palays.cap.rrriitt. 
What Marcus the emperour ſayde to a ſcnatour as tous 
chynge triumphes.cap.rrrv. 
Ok the great rep2oche that the emperour gaue to his wife 
Fauſtine and her doughter. cap.cxx vi. 
Howe the emperour counſapled Fauſtine to eſchewe plle 
occaſtons of her doughter.cap.xxx vit. 
What thought Marcus the emperour toke fo2 the mati⸗ 
age of his dougliters, ca.rrrviit. 
Ok a ſyknes, whcrefthe empetour dyed, of his age, and 
where he dyed.ca.rrrir. 
The woꝛdes of Panutius,ſecretary to themperour, at the 
houre of his deathe.cap.rl, 
Howe the cmpcrour demaunded to haue in wzytynge all 
that the ſecretary had ſayde.cap.rlt. 
The an{were of themperour to Panutius. ca. rlit. 
that the empcrour ſayd to the mayſters of his ſon and to 
the rulers of thempyite.ca.xlut. 
Yowe the empcroure at thehoure of his deathe, ſente foz 
his ſonne, and declared to hun, who ſhuld gouerne the em 
pire.ca. ritut. 
what the emperour ſayde to his ſonne at the houre of his 
death. ca. xl v. 
Ok other moze particuler counſels gtueby the emperour 
to his ſonne.ca.xl vi. 
Ok dyuers and particular recommendations, whiche the 
empcrourcommaunded his ſonne. Cap. xl bit. 
Ok the laſte woꝛdes that the emperour ſpake to his ſonne, 
and of a table that he gaue hym. ca. xl but. 


D 


Tur Tanln*” 
I letter ſent by Marcus Aurelius to Pyꝛamon his ſpeci 
all frende. The kyrſte letter. 
A letter ſent by Marcus the emperout to Coznelius of the 
trauayle of warte vanitie of triumphe.The . it. letter. 
To Toꝛcatus beinge at Gapette in conſolation of his ba- 
nyſhemente. The thyꝛde letter. 
A letter of Domitius of Capue to comfozt him in his ba- 
nyſhemente, the fourth letter, 
Aletter ſent fro themperour to Claudius # Claudine his 
wyfe, bicauſe they beinge olde liued as yonge perſonnes, 
the, v. letter 
A letter ſent fro Marcus theperour to Labinia a Romain 
widow foz to cofozt her fo: the deathe of her houſebande, 
the ſyxt letter. | | 
I letter ſente by Marke thempcrour to Cyncinatus his 
tend bycauſe he beinge a gentilman became a marchant, 
the ſcuenth letter. 
A letter ſente from Marc the emperour to Catulus cenſo- 
tius, that was ſoꝛowłtull fo: the deathe of his ſonne Ue⸗ 
riſſtmus, the. viii. letter. | 
A letter ſent by Marc the empcrour to Marcurino, beynge 
at Danny nowe called Benauent,the nynth letter. 
A letter ſent by Marke themperour,to Antigonus, comfoz- 
tynge hym in a ſoꝛowekulle caſe, the tenthe letter. 
Another letter ſente by Marc the Emperour to the ſame 
Antigonus ageynſte cruelle tudges, the leuenth letter. 
A letter ſent by Marcus to Lambert gouernour of the ple 
ot Heleſpont, whan he dyd banyſhe the vacaboundes fro 
BK ome, the. rit. 
A letter ſent by Marc themperour to Catulus his ſpecialle 
frende of the nouelties of Rome, the thyꝛtenth letter, 
A letter ſent by Marc thẽperout to the amoꝛous ladyes of 
Nome, bycauſe they made a play of hyin, the. ritit.letter. 
A 


9 


5 — — —— 


T H-E TABL. 


Aletter ſente by Parke the emperour to Boemia a louer 
, | okhis that wolde haue gone with hym to the warres, 
1 The. xv. letter. 
The anſwere to the emperours lettet ſente by Boemia. 
The ſyxtenth letter. 
A letter ſente by Marke themperour to Matrine a yonge 
maiden of Rome, of whome he was enamoured, ſeinge 
her at a wyndowe, The ſeuententh letter. 
I nother letter ſent by Marc themperour to the ſayd gen⸗ 
tyl woman Matrine. The eyghtenth letter. 
A letter ſent by Marc the empetout to Libta a fapreladye 
Romapne. The nynetenth letter. 


FINIS TABVLE, 


fo kt 
[120m 2 


- 


4 1 — 


c 
CUR PROTOOTVED 


FF S thetyme is an inuentour of nouelties, and 
Jy a regiſter certayne of thinges aunciente, and 
At the ende tyme gyueth ende to that ſu e 
ende: The trouthe all onely amonge all thin- 
ges is pꝛiuileged, in ſuche wiſe, that whanne 
the tyme ſemethe to haue bꝛoken her wynges, than as im 
= moztall ſhe taketh her foꝛce. There is nothynge ſo entier, 
but it diminiſheth, noz nothyng ſo hole, but that is werp, 
no: nothinge ſo ſtronge, but that bꝛeaketh, noz nothynge 
ſo well kepte, but that coꝛrupteth. Soo all theſe thynges 
tyme acheueth and burieth, but onely trouthe, the whiche 
(of the tyme and of all thynge that is in the tyme )triums 
pheth, Nepther to be fauoured of the good, no to be per⸗ 
lecuted of the pll,may be, but that ſomtyme trouth may be 
ſtopped and hydde, but whan it is diſpleaſed, and wyl di⸗ 
ſpleaſe, than at the laſte ſhe comethe to a good poꝛte, and 
taketh londe. The truites in the ſpzyngynge tyme haue 
not the vcrtue to gyue ſuſtenaunce noz perfite ſwetenes 
toſatisfie the taſte of them that eateth therof : but thanne 
paſſethe the ſeaſon of ſommer, and harueſt comethe, whi⸗ 
che tyme dothe better rype them, and thanne thatthat we 
doo eate dothe p2ofyte vs, the pꝛofe therot᷑ is ryghte ſaue⸗ 
ryneſſe, and gyuethe the moze foꝛce and vertue, and the 
greatter is the taſte. J wyll in theſe firſte woꝛdes ſaye. 
that in the fy:ſte aeges menne were moe eſtemed by their 
meke cuſtomes and delycatenes, than they were after re⸗ 
pꝛoued by their groſſe and rude vnderſtandynges .  Cer- 
faynely ſome ot᷑ the aunciente philoſophers, J ſpcake of 
the mooſte aunciente,as welle Caldees as Grekes , who 
kyꝛſte lykted them ſelues to regarde the ſterres of the he- 
uen, and ſurmounted the hyghe mounte of Olympius, 
there to contemplate and regarde the CE of = 
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planettes in the heuen: J date well ſaye, that they haue 
rather merited pardon by they: ignoꝛaunces, than pꝛap⸗ 
ſynge oz grace by their wyſedome. Theſe were the fyꝛſte 
that wolde ſerche the trouthe of the elementes of the he⸗ 
uen, and yet they were the firſte that dyd ſo we errours in 
thynges naturall ot the etthe. Homere in his Illiade ſaid 
theſe woꝛdes in ſpeakynge of philoſophers : J pzayſe no⸗ 
thynge the knowlege of myn aunceſters, but Þ can them 
great thanke and pꝛayſe, in that they deſyꝛed knowlege. 
This was well ſayd of Yomere. Foz it among the aunci⸗ 
ente men had not rayned ſuche ignoꝛaunte, there had not 
ben ſo many ſectis and parcialities in euety ſcole. He that 


hath redde the aunciente antiquitics of the philoſophers, - 
(hall not denaye me, the pꝛeſumption of the knowledge 


and ignoꝛance of that they deſired to knowe , the whiche 
is chiefe cauſe, that ſcience is not all one: There is great 


nombze of parcialities, Cynittens, Catotens, Peripatict- | 


ens, Academpens, ⁊ Epicuriens, who were as contrary in 
their opinions, as dyuers in their naturalities. J wylle 


not that my penne beſo difmcaſured to repꝛoue foo moche 
the auncient men, that the gloꝛie all onely ſhoulde abyde 
with them that be pꝛelent. Trucly it he merite guardon 
and pꝛayſe, that ſheweth me the way, wherby I thynke to 


paſſe:yet no leſſe meriteth he that ſheweth and aduiſethe 
me of the waye, wherby J maye fayle. The ignozaunce of 
the auncient men hach ben but as a guyde to aduyſe and 
aduertiſe all other, and bycauſc they crrcd, we haue foud 
ſythe the way, to their great pꝛayſe, #to our great ſhame. 
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J ſay that if we that be nowe pzeſent had benne than, we 1 


had knowen leſſe than they dydde. Ind if they that were 90; 


than were nowe at this houre, they ſuulde ſurmounte bs 
in knowlege . And that this is trewe, it appereth wel. Foz 
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the auncict ſages, wich ther diligẽce to kuow the a au 
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by their cloſe and ferme made the wayes: But we by our 


llouthe folowe not the open wayes. Than to the purpoſe 
that J wyll ſaye, we that be no we pꝛeſent, canne not com⸗ 
playne ot᷑ them that haue bene, but that the trouthe ( the 


which accoꝛdynge to Jule. Gel. is doughter of the tyme) 


In this tyme of the wozlde declarcthe to vs the errours 
that we oughte to flee, and the trouth of the doctrine that 
we ought to folowe, But as nowe the humayne malyce 
ts lo experte, and the vnderſtandyng of moꝛtall menne is 
ſo dulle, that in tyme of nede, in goodnes of wytte kayleth, 
and in all yll we knowe moze than we oughte to knowe. 

In ſuche wiſe, that ſome with one parte of the moꝛe and 
ſome with leſſe, al pꝛeſume to win the game. And though 
this be true, yet it is but a ſmalle thynge to that we abyde 


koze: Thete is loo moche that we oughte to knowe. Foz 


the moſte that we knowe, is the leaſte parte of that we be 
tgnozant of, as the thynges natural, accoꝛdyng to the va 
rictie of the tyme, lyke maner doth the operations of the 
elementes. Jn ſemblable wiſe in thynges moꝛtall, as the 


+ ages hath ſucceded, ſo are diſcouered the ſciẽces. Foz cer⸗ 
tayne all the fruites cometh not togyder.X0han one fay⸗ 
leth an other begynneth to entre in leaſon. J wylle aye, 
that neyther all doctours amonge chꝛiſten menne, noꝛ all 
the philoſophers amonge the gentylles were concurrante 
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by 
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in one tyme, but after the deathe of one good, an other 
came better. The hygh and ſupꝛeme wyſcdome, the whi⸗ 
che all meane thynges gouerneth by Juſtice, and depar⸗ 
teth it accoꝛdynge to his bountie, wyll not that at oone 
tyme the wozlde ſhulde want oz be deſtitute of ſage men, 
no: at an other tyme want of ſymple pcrſonnes : rome de⸗ 
ſyꝛiuge the fraite, and ſome the leaues. Jn ſuch ſozte that 
they ſhulde haue enuy of that other were impeched. This 
gunctent wo, lo that tanne in Daturnus dayes, the = 
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che othcrwyſe was called the golden wozlde, the whiche 
was ſo eſtemed of them that ſawe it, and ſoo moche pzay- 
ſed of theym that harde the wzitynge therof, and ſoo mos 
che deſired ofthem that felt no parte therof, was not gold 
by the ſages that dyd gylte it, but bycauſe that there was 
none yll that did vngylt it. This our age nowe is of iron: 
yet it is not called of tron, foꝛ fante of ſages , but bycauſe 
the malycious people ſurmounte. J conkeſſe one thynge, 
and JT thynke J ſhall haue manye wyll fauour me in the 
ſame, that there was neuer in the woꝛlde ſo moche people 
teachynge vertue, and ſoo fewe folowynge the ſaine. Aul, 
Gele ſayth in his boke, that the ancient ſages were holde 
in reputation, bycauſe there were fewe teachers and ma⸗ 
ny lerners:⁊ at this houre it is contrary,there be but fewe 
lerners and many teachers. The ſmal eſteme that the la- 
ges be in at this tyme maye be ſene by greatte veneration 
that the philoſophers were holden in as than, the whiche 
thynge was trewe: Homer amonge the grekes, Salomon 
amonge the Hebꝛewes, Lygurge amonge the Lacedemo⸗ 
nyens, Lyuie amonge the Romayns, Cicero amonge the 


Latines, Ipolonius Thianeus amonge al the barbarike 


nations. J deſyze to haue ben in all theſe ages, whan the 


woꝛlde was ſo ryche of ſage perſons, and ſo poze of ſym⸗ 
ple perſons, whan they aſſembled out of ferre countreis, 
and of dyuers realmes and ſtrange nations: not all one⸗ 


ly to haue hard their doctrines, but alſo to haue ſeen theit 
perſones. Ithynke J am not begyled in the hiſtozyes , foz 
whan Rome in his moſte pzoſperitte was hygheſt in try- 
umphe, Titus Liuius dothe wzite it in his hiſt oztes , and 
the glozious ſaynt Jerome affirmethe it in the pꝛologe of 
the byble, that mo people came to Rome to ſe the eloquen- 
ces of the bokes, moze than to toy any Ramapyn triumph. 
Whan Olympias was deltuered of her childe the greatte 
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Alerander, Philip her huſbande and father to the yonge 


; chyldewzotealetterto Ariſtotle, wherin he ſayde : J gyue 


greate graces to the goddes , not all onely that they haue 
gyuen vnto me a ſonne, but bicauſe they haue gyuen hym 


to me in the tyme that thou mayſte be his mayſter, and he 


thy diſciple. Marc Aurele the emperour,of whom this pꝛe 
ſente boke intreatethe, he ſpeakynge of hym ſelfe wꝛote to 
Polion theſe wozdes : Frende J wyl thou knowe, that J 
am not made emperour by reaſon of the bloude of my pꝛe⸗ 


deceſſours, no2 pet foz the fauout of my lynage nowe pꝛe⸗ 


ſent, but it was bycauſe J haue ben always a frende, and 
louer ofthe ſage people, and enmp to theym that haue no 
good knowlege. Uyght happy was Rome to choſe ſo va- 
liant an emperour, and ryghte foztunate was that empe- 
tour to come to ſuche an empire, not by patrimonye but 
by ſagenes. And if that aege was glozious in iopinge of 
his perſone, no leſſe it is to vs to iope of his docttines. J 
wyll intitle this boke the Golden boke. It mapye be called 
golden, bycauſe in ſo high eſtimation it holdethe the ver- 
tuous, diſcoueringe in their tymes this boke with the ſen⸗ 
tences, as theſe pzinces holdethe their mynes ok golde in 
their Indes. But J ſaye that at this houre there be moo 


= hartes banyſhed into the Indes ol golde, than to emplop 
them to rede the werkes of this boke. Saluſt ſaythe, that 
th ere ought great gloꝛy be gyuen to them that haue done 


theſe hygh and great actes: And that there oughte no les 
fame and reno wme be gyuen to them that in a good ſtyle 
haue wꝛiten them. In this caſe J confeſſe to deſerue noo 
merites foz my traduction or any fame, but J demaunde 
pardon of all them that be ſage, foʒ the fawtes that they 
ſhall fpnde therin . Foz excepte the diuinc letters, there 1s 
nothynge ſo well wzitten, but that there maye be founoe 
neceſſitte of coꝛrection, lyne, and ſenſi = Demed this 

lit, tobe 


WARCVE AVVEASLIVTE 


to be trewe, by that Socrates wi repBuep of Plato, 
and Plato of Iriſtotle, Iriſtotle of Abenruyg Scilio of 
Sulpice, Lelie of Uarro, Marin? of Tome, Ento of Yo 
race, Senec of Jule Gele, Eſtratocles of Strabo, Teſato 
of Galene, Hermagoꝛe of Cicero, Oztgen of ſaint Jerom, 
ſaynt Jerome of RKuffyn, and Ruffyn of Donate: Sythe 
that in them à in they: werkes there hath bene co2recrion, 
who were men of hyghe knowlege, it is no reaſon that J 


ſhulde be in thetr fraternitte, ſeing that J knowe ſo lytell 


as J do to the eramynation of wiſe and vertuous men. 
To them J ſubmyt this pꝛeſent warke, and to them that 
haue ben ſuche, Ithem require to be content to be the te 
ders, and not iuges therof. It were no pacience to ſuffre, 
no lawe to petmytte, that a thynge that a ſage perſonne 
with great maturite and delyberation hath wzitten, to be 
diſpꝛayſed by a ſymple perſone. Foz ones redyng, often- 
tymes the auctouts and wzyters are dyſpꝛayſed, not of 


chem that can traduce and compoſe werkes: but of them [ 


that can not vnderſtande theym, and yet leſſe rede theym. 
J ſaye further of aduantage, that dyuers haue witten of 
the tyme of the ſayd Marke Aureleo emperour ,as Hero⸗ 
dian wꝛote lyttel, Euttopio leſſe, Lampꝛidio pet leſſe, Juz 
lius Capytolyn ſomewhat moe. The witinges of them 
and of other ſemeth rather epitomes thanne hyſtoꝛies. 
There is difference betwene this wzitynge, and that they 
wꝛote by herynge ſay : but they by whom 7 


not by hering of other, but ther wrote what they ſaw them 


ſelfe: That is to lay among the mayſters, who lerned the 


ſaid emperour their fci:ces, there were thʒe, that is to ſap, 
Junio Ra7tco, Cina Catule, and Sexto Cheronenſe, ne⸗ 
ue we to the greatte Plutathe. Theſe bene they that haue 
wꝛitten this p;cient hiſtozie, Sexto Cheronenle in greke, 

and 


haue compo- 
ſed this pꝛeſent warke, they were wytneſſe by ſpghte, and 


all b 
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and the other two in latyne. J thynke of this Hiſtozpe is 
but ſmall notyce, bycauſe vnto this houre it hathe not be 
ſene impꝛinted. Whan J departed from the college of my 
ſtudy, and wente to pzeache in the palays , where J ſawe 


ſo many newe nouelties in the courtes, J delybeted my 


ſelfe with greatte deſyze to knowe thynges, and gaue my 
ſelfe to ſerche and knowe thynges aunctente. And the caſe 
foztuned on a daye, redynge an hiſtozic, J founde therin 


matter to be — ina piſtel, and it ſemed to me ſoo good, 


that Þ put af myn humapne fo:ces to ſerche farther, Ind 
aftcr in reuolupnge dyuers bokes, ſerchyng in dyuers li⸗ 
bꝛaties, and alſo ſpeakynge with diucts ſages of dyuers 
cealmes, finally 7 founde this tretiſe in Flozence, among 
the bokes left there by Coſme de Medicis a man of good 
memozy. I haue vſed in this wutinge, the whiche its hu- 
mapyne, that that dyuers tymes hathe bene vſed in diut- 
nitie, that is to reduce, not woꝛde foz woꝛde, but ſentence 


ſl fo: ſentence: We other interpꝛetours are not bounde ts 


gyue foʒ the meane the wozdes, it ſuffiſeth to gyue fo: the 
weyghte the ſentence: As the hiſtoztographes, of whome 
chere were dyuers, and the hiſtozye that they made was 
all but one thynge : J wyll not deny, but J haue lefte out 
ſome wozdes, which were not mete, noz wel ſittyng, rude, 


and leſt of valure, and J haue medled it with other moze 


ſwete and pꝛofitable. I thynke that euety wyſe man, af 


tet he hathe redde this boke, wyll not ſaye that J am the 


p2incipall auctour of this warke, no2 yet to iuge me ſo ig⸗ 
nozant to erclude me clene from it, fo: ſo hyghe ſentences 
are not founde at this pꝛeſente tyme, noz to lo hygh a ſtyle 
they oftyme paſt neuer atteyned. 


Sa here endeth the 
pꝛologue. 
Pers 


r 
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¶ Here begynneth the boke of the lyfe of the noble far 
and eloquent Marke Jurele emperoure. ue! 
12 

¶ Okt che byꝛth and lygnage of Marke Aurele li, 
Anthonp cmpcroure, Cap. pzimo, we 

dot 


N the pere ofthe foundation of Rome. bf. C. la. 
lxxxx v. in the Olimpiade a C. lxui. Anthony chu 
; the meke, beinge deed, than conſulles Fulute the 
IJ Cato, and Gnee Patrocle in the hygh capitol, = 
the. tttt. daye of Octobze at the demaunde of leg 
al the people Romayn, and conſent ofthe ſacred Senate, and 
was declared fo: emperout vniuerſall of all the monar⸗ riet 
che of Rome, Marc Aurele Antony , This excellente ba- and 
ron was naturally of Rome bozne in the mounte Celie .  nyſl 
And accozdyng as Julius Capitolyne ſayth,he was bozn duc 
the. vi. kalendes of May, the whiche accozdynge to the reed 
accompt of the latyns, was the. rrvi. daye of the monethe 4 bzol 
of Apꝛyl paſſed. His father was named Into Uero. Fo2Þ the! 
accaſpon wherof the hiſtozics dyuers tymes calle hym the 
Marc Anthony Uero, True it is, that Adztanc the empe⸗ Jul, 
rour called hym Ueriſſimus, bycauſe in hym was neuer © chtel 
kounde no lyes, noz neuer fayled the trouth, Theſe Anius la he 
Ueres was a lignage, that auaunced them to be deſceded# the c 
of Numa Pomptlio, and of Quintꝰ Curtius the famous ( 
Roman: whiche foꝛto delyuer the towne of Rome from tyche 
perylle, and to gyue his perſone perpetualle memoꝛpe, ol Wat 
bis owne good free wylle he pelded hym ſelfe to the ſame hiſto 
voꝛage, that as than was ſene in Rome. The mother or cient 
this empcrour was called Domtctade, as Cyne hiſtozienſ che lx 
tecounteth in the bokes ol the lynages of Rome. The bem; 
Camilles were perſones in that tyme greatly cſtemed , by their 
cauſe they were accoinpted to be delcended of * the herit 
amous 
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le famous and auncient capitapne Romayne, whiche delp- 
uered Rome from the Gaulles that had wonne hit. The 
menne that deſcended of that lygnage were called Camil⸗ 
li, foꝛ the remembzaunce of Camille, and the womenne 
were alſo calledde Camilles, in the remembzaunce of a 
doughter ofthe ſayde Camille, that was callcdde Camil⸗ 
bi. C. [ la. There was an auncpente lawe, that all Romaynes 
thony © (huld haue a particuler pztuilege in the ſame place where 
fulute © their pzedeceſſours had done tothe Romapne people any 
pitol, great ſetuice. Foz this aunciente cuſtome they had pꝛiup- 
de of lege, ſo that all they of the lynage of Camille were kepte 
enate, and mapntapned in the hygh tapitoll. Ind in caſe the va- 
onar- tiete of the tyme, the multitude of tyzantes, the evulition 
te ba- and mouynge of ciuill warres were cauſe of the dymy⸗ 
Celie » . nyſſhynge ofthe auncientePolycie of Rome, and intro- 
g bom * duced in manera lyfe not verye good pet foz all that we 
to the teede not, that the pzeeminences of the Romaynes were 
znethe [ bzoken, but if it were in the tyme of Sylla , whã he made 
F02Þ the vniuerſall pꝛeſcription agaynſte the Wartans . After 
e hym the dethe ofthis cruell Sylla, in exaltynge of hym ſelfe, 
empe⸗ Julius Ceſar the pitiefull, made dictatour of Rome, and 
neuer chiefe of the Martans, adnulled and vndyd all that Spyl⸗ 
la had made, and bzought agayn into the auncient eſtate 
the common welthe. 
¶ What hath benne the conditions , the eſtate pouertie, 
tycheſſe, fauour, oz diſfauour of the aunceſtouts of this 
Warc Aurelee Emperour, we fynde not in the aunciente 
hiſtozies, and yet it hath ben diligently ſerched. The aun⸗ 
cient Romapne hiſtoztens were not accuſtomed to wzitte 
the lyues of the emperours fathers, namely whanne they 
be made monarches , but the merytes and graces that 
their childzen had as foz the auctozitie that they had in- 
heritinge their fathers . Trouthe it is, —1 ſaythe 1 — 
pt- 
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Capitolyn, the father of Matte Aurelee themperour,had ast 
ben pꝛetour in exerciſes, and capitayne in the Frontiers, ma 
in the tyme of Tratan the good, and Adnan the wyſe,and lou! 
Anthony the meke, emperours.This is cofirmed by that tro 
the ſame Marc Aurclee wꝛote (being at Rodes) to a frede | the! 
of his called Polion, that was at Nome, ſayinge thus: p of tl 
Man thinges haue J felte and knowen frende Polion, ledd 
by the abſence of Rome, namely of that J ſe my ſelte here well 
alone in this ple: but as vertue makethe a ſtraunger na⸗ - Byn 
turall, and vice tournethe naturall to a ſttaunger: And (s ca 
as J haue ben. x. yeres hete at Rodes to tede philiſophp, Bale 
Itherby repute my ſelfe as naturall ofthis lande, + that 
hath cauſed me to foꝛgette the pleaſures of Nome, and lulle 
it hath lerned me the maners of the ple. And here J haue 
found many of my fathers frendes . Here was capitayn 
agaynſte the Barbariens, to mylorde Adzian, Inthonye 
my father in la we, the ſpace of. rv. yeres. J lette the to 
wyte, that the Rodian people are curteis,and ful of good 
graces. J wolde haue redde philoſophy as longe as mp 
father had ben at Rodes in warte, but J may not: foz A= 
dꝛian my lozde commaundethe me to go and kepe reſidfce 
at Rome, howe be it cuery man retoyſethe to ſe his natu⸗ 
rall counttep. 
¶ So by the wozdes of this letter it ts to be beleued, that tele er 
Into Vero, father to this emperour Marc, had applyed and o 
the mooſte parte of his lyfe in warre. Jt was not the cu⸗ do be! 
ſtome lyghtly to truſte a perſon to haue the office of a go⸗ 
uernour on the Frontiers, without he had bene well erer- 
cyſed in the feates of warre. Ind as all the glozye of the 
Komapnes was to leaue after theym good renowme, the 
ſayd Marc certaynly was taken fo: the mooſte vertuous, V. 
and had greatteſt frendes in the Senate, wherby he tru- t 
ſted on the conqueſt of the molt cruell enmpes ; accozding | 92 wit 
as 
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r had as the ſapde Derto Cheronenſe hiſtozten ſayth. The Ro⸗ 
tiers, mayns all though they had in their handes mooſte perpl- 
e, and lous warres, yet they hadde in foure partes of the empire 
that ſtronge and entier garniſons, That is to ſay in Byzance, 
frẽde ; the which is nowe Conſtantinoble, by rcaſone of theym 


: ol the oziente: And Engades, the whiche nowe is cal- 
lion, ledde Calex a citie of Dpapne, foz loue of theym of the 
ehere welt: In the tyuet of Rhodano, which is nowe Þ ryuer of 
r na-- - Ryne, foz the Germapnes : And in Colloſſe, whiche nowe 
And ts called the Rhodes, bycauſe ofthe Barbariens , Jn the 
zphp, Balendes of Januarie, whanne the ſenate deuyded the of- 
that kyces, beinge pourueyed of a dictatour, and of two con- 
and lulles yerely, Jncontinent in the thirde place they pꝛoup⸗ 
haue ded foz foure moſte excellent barons to defende the ſayde 
ttayn  foure Frontiers: The whiche ſemeth to be trewe , foz the 
zonye moſte famous and renowmed barons in they; yonge dais 
the to were capitaynes in the ſaide Frontiers. The great Pom⸗ 
good peius was lente to the Byzaunces Conſtantinoble : The 
1s mp woꝛthy Scipio was ſente to the Colloſſences and Kody- 
o; Is 7 ans: And the couragious Julius Ceſar was ſente with 
ſidice the Gadytapnes of Calyr of Spapne: And the ſtronge 

natu⸗ eſtemed Marcus was ſente to them of the ryucr of Ryne. 

This we lay bycauſe that Anio Uero father to Mart Au- 

tele emperour had ben pꝛouoſt and pꝛetout in the offices, 

and one ot᷑ the capitapnes of the Frontics, whiche oughte 

to be in Rome one of the perſones moſte eſtemed. 


¶ vohat mayſters Marke Jurelee hadde 
in his pouth. cap. ii. 


Vue haue not by any autentike hiſtoztes , fro whens, 
whan, oz howe,in what maner, os in what erercyſes, 
oz with what perſones, oz in what _ == ſpent ⁊ — 
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ſumed the mooſte parte of the lyke of this good emperour- 
But to be ſhozte, Julius Capitolyn ſaith, that he had ben 
xxiii. pete bnder the commaundemente of Adztan the em- 
perour. Howe be hit contrary wiſe is founde by other hy 
ſtoztens, accoꝛdynge as ſapthe Sexto Cheronenſe in his 
hiſtoꝛie. Jt was not the cuſtome of the Romaynes cront- 
clers to wzite the thynges doone by theſe pzinces , befoze 
they were pꝛinces, but onely of yonge people, beinge in 
their ponge age, hauynge greatte and hye magnificence, 
and doinge gret interpꝛiſes. This ſemeth to be of trouth : 
fo: Sueton Tranquil recountethe largely the featetulle 
dedes and enterpꝛiſes doone by Catus 
yonge age, to ſhewe to pzinces to comme, howe it was a 
great ambicion, that they had to atteyn to the monarchy, 
and but of ſmalle wytte and maturitie to kepe theym ſelfe 
therin. Jt is no newe thynge foz men that gape foz hye 
and frayle thynges. Fo: the moꝛe higher the magnificece 
is, the moꝛe lower they fele foꝛtune. Ind when they were 
diligent to accomplyſhe their deſyze, as moche thoughte 
had they to conſcrue their quietnes and reſte . In caſe tha 
that Anto Uero father to Marke the emperour , folowed 
the exerciſe of warres : yet he put his ſonne in the way to 
lerne ſcience, Fo: there was alaweſoze bſed and accuſto⸗ 
med, and well kepte in the Komapne policie that euerpe 
titeſen, that enioped the lybertie of Rome, and had accom 
plyſhed. x. pcres : their ſonnes ſhuld not be ſuffred to goo 
by the ſtretes as vacabondes, noz it ſhulde not be ſuffred 
by the Cenſure , who goucrned Rome, ⁊ daply toke hede 
to the fozfaytes done therin , to ſuffre a chylde no lenger 
than.r.yeres ofhis age to play the chylde. But fro thens 
fo:the the father of the chylde ſhulde be bounde to noziſhe 
hym out of the circuite of Rome oz to lape a pledge that 


his ſonne ſhulde do no folyes, Whan Rome . — 
an 
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„and by thepz policie gouerned all the wozlde, it was cer* - 


4 | taynly amerueylous and monſtruous thynge to ſe it the, 
- | andnoleſle fearefull vnto vs nowe to here therof, There 
» | wasatthattymein Rome.ttit. hũdꝛed. M. inhabitantes, 
is | amonge whom there was. it. huͤdzed. M. yonge people, 
{- | that were refrepned and bꝛydled from their yonge pleaſu- 
ze tes. The ſonne of Cato was chaſtyſed, bycauſe he was 
in wylkull and pzeſumptuous. And alſo the bꝛother of good 
re, | Cyna was banyſhed, bycauſe he wente pdetly as a vaca- 
h: bound. Without that Cicero begyleth vs in his bokes of 
He ©} the Romapne lawes, no Romapne ought to ſtraye abzode 
is in the ſtretes of Rome, but if he bare in his hãde the ſigne 
a dz toten of the offyce, wherby he lyued. To thentente t 
y, euery man chuld knowe, that he lyued by his trauaple, # 
not by the lweate of other men. This lawe was kepte of 
euetp perſone. The emperour hadde bone befoze hym a 
b:ennynge bzande : The conſulle an axe of armes : the 
pꝛieſtes a hat in maner of a coyfe : the ſenatsurs a tonge 
in maner ofa cruſpble on their armes, the ſenſure a lyt⸗ 
telle table: the tribunes a mace: the centuryons a ſygne 
oʒ baner, the ozatours a boke, the gladiatours a ſwerde, 
the tayllours ſheares, the ſmethes a hammer, and in like 
wyſe of all the other offices and craftes. we maye knowe 
than by this that is ſayde, that after that Marc Aurelce 
was bozne at Rome, his father in his youthe had taughte 
hym good no:ture, And though tt ſo were, that the begin; 
nynge ok his yonge aege ſhulde be hydde from vs: at the 
leaſt way we are ccrtayne, that the myddel aege and ends 
of hym was ryghte glozious. His father Anio Uero wold 
that his ſonne Marcus Aurelius ſhoulde leaue feates of 
armes, and folo we ſtudy, Ind ſurely it is to be thoughte, 
that it was done moze by the valyauntnes of the father. 
than the cowardenes of the ſonne, W the __ of 
u. c 
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them that be deed begyle vs that ben alpue, and the cauſe 
tudged by clere vnderſtandynge, and that we fynde moo 
ſentences of dyuers ſadde perſons, that there hath benne 
but fewe that ben loſte by wzitinges and lernynge, ye and 
a great ineynye fewer that haue had auantage by aries. 
Reuolue all bokes, and ſerche throughe all realmes, and 
finally they ſhew vs, that very few in their realmes haue 
ben happy in armes, but there haue bene many famous # 
renowmed by ſcripture and lernynge. Take here example 
and ſe if it be true 02 not that J ſaye. Had the Aſſirtens mo 
than one kynge, that was Ninus, one Ligurge amonge 
the Lacedemonians, the Egyptiens one Ptholome , the 
Hebzewes one Machabee, the Grekes one Hercules, the 
Macedonicns one Alerader:the Epirotiens one Pirrhe, 
one Hanyball the Carthagentens, and one Julius Ceſar 
amonge the Komapyns : Jt is not thus of lerned men: foꝛ 
pf the grekes had one Homer, nooleſle the Grekes vaun⸗ 
teth theym ofthe, vii. ſages, whome we beleue moze in 
their philoſophy, than Homer in the warres of Troy. Foz 
as difficile it is to fynde a trouthe in Yomere, as a lye in 
theſe ſages. Semblably the Romaynes hadde not onely 
Cycero as ryght eloquent, but alſo they had Saluſt, Lu- 
can, Titus Liutus, with a great company of noble men, 
and well appꝛoued, who hath left right great credence in 
their ſcriptures in the ſatnge oftrouthe. What loſte Cice⸗ 
ro in the ſenate foꝛ vſpng of inuectiues: And as we ſay of 
ſo ſmal anombze of Grekes and latynes, we maye ſape of 
the Iſſiriens, Perſians, Medes, Argiues, Acapens, Pe 
niens, Frenchemen, Bzttons, Englyſhemen, and Dpa- 
nyardes . Ill the whiche nations withoute compariſon 
haue ot theym ſelfelefte moze memozye, and haue honou⸗ 
ted they: londes and countteyes moze by wziting, thanne 
they that haue lekte ſignes by armes, Than lette vs — vere 
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| theſe ſtraunge hiſtozies, and retourne to the pithe of our 


emperour Marcus Aurelius, as Eutrope recountethe. 
Accozding as this excellent baron lerned divers ſciences, 
ſo he had dyuers mapſters to teache hym. He ſtudicd gri- 
mer with a mayſter named Euphozton, muſpke with an 
other named Gemino Comode,cloquence with Alexander 
a greke, Jn naturall philoſophy he had to His mayſters 
Comode Calcedonten an auncient baron, whiche expoun 
ded to hym Homer: and Serto Cheronenſe neuew to the 
22 Plutarche. Alſo he ſtudied in the lawes, and Uolu⸗ 
io Meciano was his mapſter. This emperour eſtemed 
to haue the knowlege of payntyng,and to graue in wood 
and metall, in erthe, and other ſculptures, in whiche art 
his mayſter was Diogenito, in his tyme a famous and re 
nowmed papnter. He trauayled alſo to knowe and ſerche 
what extended to the arte of Nygromancye . By occaſion 
whecrofhe wente openly to here Apolonio. And to thentet 
that there ſhulde be nothyng vnlerned of hym, he aboue 
all ſciences ſette his mynde to Coſmography, in the whi⸗ 
che fo: his mayſters, he toke Junio Raſtico, that ſythe 
wꝛote his lyfe, and Cina Catule, the whiche wzote of his 
dethe, and the lyfe of Comode his foune . Of theſe noble 
and excellent barons, that flouryſſhed in thoſe dayes, he 
was taughte in vertuous and ſciences, Cicero lamenteth 
the auncient policie of Rome, bycauſe that he ſawe great 
loſſe in the common welthe than pzeſente, ſaytnge in his 


of | Retozike, that the auncientiomapyns had alway regarde 


to that parte, whcre they thoughte mooſte domage and 
peryll ſhulde growe. There were. v. thynges amonge all 
other in Rome, whervato they hadde euer a vigilante re⸗ 
ſpecte, the whiche the ſenate neded not to care foz, noz no 
lawe diſpenſed foz them: and theſe ben they, the pꝛieſtes 
vere honeſt: and the virgines veſtales righte chaſte: the 

penal- 
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enalties righte iuſte, the capitaynes full valtant : They 
that — chyldzen were vertuous. It was not — 
permytted in Rome, that he that was a may ſter in ſcyen⸗ 


| was 

ces, ſhulde be dilciple of vices, mak 
hem 

¶ what ſciences Marcus the emperour lerned, * — 

Ind of a meruayllous letter that he maut 

ſent to Polyon, Cap. ui. that | 

moch 


EY iloſtrate ſapthe, that it was demaunded | whor 
of Polion, who was the rycheſte manne of | 5 w 

Ihe wozlde: He anſwered, It was he that leyn 
bad moſte wyſedome. De was demaunded (Ft 
L 55 & 4/agayne, who was mooſte pooze: He aun- ier 
d ocred, he that had leaſt wytte. Of trouthe path! 
it was a wozthy ſentence ofſuche a perſonne, The effecte ueth i 
therof we ſe dayly by experience, the wyſe llydynge in dy⸗ | tcth o 
uers chances of foztune releueth hym ſelfe: The vnwyt 0 hyr 
ty perſone, in vety ſmall thynges touchynge his lyuynge | he hat 
not greately decayed fallethe downe. There is nothynge to one 
that is loſt, but that there is hope of recoueryng, it it be in i bett 
the handes of a wyſe man. And contratie wiſe ther is no any m 
thynge ſo aſſured, but the recouerance therof ought to be at the 
feared, if a fole haue the guidinge therof.Jt was ared off to a w 
Xenophon the philoſopher, whether he hadde tather to be he ber 
foolyſhe and a greate loꝛde, oz to be wyſe and pooze . He annop 
aunſwered and ſayde J haue pitie ofa ryche foole, and full th 
IJ haue enuye of a wyſe manne waxen pooze, Foꝛ ita wyſe flouth 
man haue but one fote yet wyll he tyſe and kepe hym ſelfe wyllyr 
from fallynge. And ik ye gyue an abbay to a foole, pf by yer 
foztane he fal he wyll neuer rcleue agayn, ye map thinke other, 
that the fathcr that dieth and leaueth his ſonne pooze andÞ they be 
wyſe, that he leaueth to hym moche, Ind he that lea * 
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his ſonne tyche and foolyſhe, I thynke he hath lefte hym 
nothynge. Theſe thynges conſidered, Into Vero father 
of the emperour, as a father that loued his ſonne hartely, 
was not contente to delyucr one mayſter to his ſonne to 


make hym vertuous, and to lerne one ſcience, wherwith 


» 


: 


J 


he myght occupie his vnderſtandynge, but he gaue hym 
many mayſters, that refreyncd hym from vices, and com- 
maunded that he ſhulde lerne many ſciences, to thentente 
that he ſhulde be the moꝛe beſily exerciſed. Whan à howe 
moche he trauayled to lerne, and what ſciences, and with 
whom, and with what wyll he lerned, and what he knew, 
he wꝛote hym felle, being at Agrippine, nowe called Co- 
lepn. to a frende of his named Polton, as it foloweth, 

¶ Frende Polion thou meruayleſt why that J leaue not 
to lerne newe thynges at the ende of my daycs . He that 
hath but one meate to cate, and can nat cate thcrof, he le- 
ueth it, and peraduenture it was holſom fo: hym, and ea⸗ 
teth other thynges that he ſeeth, which maye be hurtekull 
to hym. It is a great magniticence to hym that ſeeth that 
he hath dyuers ſoztes of meates, ſo that if he haue no luſt 
to one that is good fo: hym, he may take of an other, that 


is better. Ye that is wyſe maye vnderſtande me withoute 
any moze declarynge. As in all artes a man is contente 


at the laſte, ſo at the laſt be they neuer ſo ſwete, they tone 
to a weryneſſe. He that knoweth but one ſcience, though 
he be wple, yet he renneth in great daungier. Foz beinge 
annoyed ther with, he wyll occupie his Iyfe in other Hurt- 
full thynges. The noble and woꝛthy perſones, that caſte 
llouth fro them, haue lefte of them etcrnall memozie , not 
wyllynge to lerne all onely one ſcience to attempꝛe their 
vnderſtondynge with, but alſo trauaylle to letne dyuers 
other, wher with they ſharp their wittes, to thentente that 
they be not dulled and made blont. In all naturall thyn⸗ 

© ges 
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ges. nature is with right lyttell contente, but the ſpitite s ho: 
vnderſtandyng is not ſatisfied with many thinges. And 18 n 
ſithe the vnderſtandynge is of ſuche condition, that it is Max 
loſte by libertte, and is lyghtly encombzed, with ſubtiltte lubt 
it percethe, with quicknes it knoweth,x with ignorance it * fed: 
waſteth: it is neceſſarie by tyme to remoũt to very hie thi: ceue 
ges, leſt it bow vnto lowe and yll thynges. All cozpozalle | May 
domages that chaunce to moztall men, are by medicynes it wit 
hcaled, oꝛ by reaſon remedicd, oꝛ by length of time cured, Ales 
oz cls by dethe ended. The onely vnderſtandynge, which del 
is duſ ked in ertours and depꝛaued in malyces, can not lege! 
be healed by medecines, no2 tedꝛeſſed by teaſon, noꝛ holpe ok cu! 
by councell. The aunciente philſophers in the ſayde hap - coun 


— — 


pye golden woꝛlde, and golden age, dyd nat all only lerne vey 
one thynge, wherby to ſuſteyne their lyfe and to encreaſe — _ 
[ 


good fame: But they trauaylled to knowe all that was 
to be knowen, and yet euer ſoughte to knowe moze » Jn auc 
the. lxx v. of the Olympiade, as dpuers perſonnes were | coinn 
aſſembled in the hygh mountayne Olympius to celebzate calle ſ 
the playes, by foꝛtune thither came a philoſopher of The- | Lette 
bes, which had made all that euer he bzought with him. faynt 
He made his ſhowes, his cote, and ſewed his ſherte, and we ha 


had wꝛitten his bokes, and ſo of all other thynges. Thep | Pl. L. 
that were there aſſembled, were abaſhed, and meruaplled — 
e 


greatly that one man coude do it. He was dyucrs tymes 
aſked where he lerned ſo many thyuges. Ind he aunſwe- | woll ft 
red and ſayde, the ſlouthe of man is the cauſe, that one ene he 
arte is diuided into dyuers artes. Foʒ he that knowethe al | myght 
artes together, muſte nedes knowe one alone. This phi⸗ Parc: 
loſopher anſwered highly. Ind ſurely they that herd him, | 40n th 
ought to haue bene as greatly aſhamed ofhis wozdes, as | !#tatic 
the philoſopher was of the vaing lo y of his apparel. Let The bl 


every man temembze hym ſclfe, and let no man _— the | the c 
(hozt- 
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ſhoztnes of the tyme, noꝛ wekenes of out nature. Foz ther 
is nothyng ſo hard, but it is made ſoft: noꝛ ſo high, but it 
map be raught:noz kept ſo cloſe, but it may be ſene: noꝛ ſo 
ſubtyle, but it may be felt:no2 ſo darke, but it may be ligh- 
ted: noꝛ ſo p2zofounde, but it may be diſcouered: no2 ſo diſ⸗ 
ceuered, but it may be gathred to gether:no2 ſo loſt, but it 
map be found : noꝛ ſo impoſſible, but it may be conſerued, 
if with al our hartes we occupie out powers in good exer⸗ 


ciſes, and applye out vnderſtandynge in hyghe thynges. 


deny not, but our nature is lyttell wozth: But J know- 
ege that leſle wozth is our ſlouthfulnes. J wold demide 
of euyll men, the whiche pꝛaye vs to be good, and arethe 
councelle of vs foz theit ſenſualitie, ſayenge that they be 
weyke and frayle, all thoughe they haue vnderſtandynge 
to muent euyls, and haue itrengthe inough to put theym 
in effecte, and to petſeuer therin, they neuer lacke con⸗ 
ſtance. The cauſe is, we calle it naturall foz to doo and 
commytte vices and miſeries. And ſlouthe in vertue we 
calle ſtraunge and weake bycauſe of the werkes. 
Lette no man infame our nature fo2 beynge weake and 


. faynt: nozlaye not to the goodes that they be cruell: foz 


we haue no leſſe ablenes to do well, than redyneſſe to doo 
pll. Lette none (aye, J wyll, and I can not withdꝛawe me 
from vice. It is better ſayde, J mape, but J wyll not fo- 
lowe vertue. J wplle not dekame ſtrange realmes, but J 


wyll ſpeake of vs that be latynes, aud by theym (hall be 


ſene howe they haue benne full of malyce, and that they 
myght haue done well. J wolde wytte of the dedes, that 
Marcus Anthonus dyd with Cleopatra: The proſcrip⸗ 
tion that Scilla made of the nobles of Rome. The con⸗ 
iuration that Catilina inuented agaynſte his countreye: 
The bloudde that was ſhedde foz the cauſe of Pompeye 
in the campe of Pharlale: And the _ theite that — 
it, iu 
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lius Ceſar made of the treaſour, the cruelties that Nero chea 
dyd to his mother, the ſha mes that Calygula commytted ok m 
with his liſters, the treſon that Bzutus dyd to his father | ces 1 
Gaius, the ſhzewdenes and cruelties that Domician dyd nate 
to the virgins veſtales, the treaſons that Julius Patro- tout 
clu s vſed with the Sylitiens and Syculians, the frapes ſeme! 
dtn urders that Ulpio the mariner made in the temples | ſon te 
and churches of Campayne . Þ wolde knowe of ſuche as wok 
J ha ue reherſed, and dyuers other that J haue lefte, that not p; 
apply ed them to ſv many ſhzewde turnes, who letted them 
(if the, v had wolde) to haue applied them in doinge other 
good d edes? All thts J haue ſayde my frende Polyon , to 
aunſwe re to that ye haue demaundyd of me. That is, in 

what ſci ences J haue waſted and conſumed mp tyme. 
Wherko ꝛe it pleaſeth me to telle it to the. Anto Uero my 
father ſul red me but. viii. yere in my chyldhode : thanne 
tyl I was. x. yete of age J went to ſchole foꝛ to wʒyte and 
rede: and than fro. x. to.xiit. I wente to ſtudy with Eufoꝛ· 
mion, and le rned grammer: fro. xiit. to. x vii. I lerned e⸗ 
loquence with Alexander 5 greie, a famous ozatour : thi | 
after that tyme to. rrit. I was with Serto Calcedon ler: | 
nynge natural philoſophy; Thoſe yeres paſſed, J was at 
Khodes ani) ſtudied humanitte tyll 3] was. xxxii. pere of | 
age. And than J wet to Naples, where as J was thze pere 
with Fonto11 a greke, lernynge greke letters. And J put 
my good wylle loo moche therto, that J ſpake and wꝛote þth 
greke moꝛe eaſily than latin. Than J tetoꝛned to Rome, le 
where the war re of Dace aroſe, to the whiche Adꝛian my 
loꝛde ſent me in perſone : and bycauſe that in armes and 
tyme of warre J coude carye noo bokes of ictence , de; 
termyned me to lerne the ſcience of muſtke with Hieroni⸗ 
me Comode, to thentent that Þ myght with ſwetenes of 
inſtrumentes reſtreyte my body fro certayne vices , * 
e 
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ro che as than in my houſe bygan to take fozce, All the reſte 
ted ok my lyte thou knoweſt it hathe bene in berynge of offy- 
her ces in Rome, vnto the tyme that the weyghte ok the mo⸗ 
narchy was bꝛought into my handes. Yytherto the empe⸗ 
ro⸗ tout ſpake. Tha by this letter that he wꝛote to his fred, it 
pes | ſemeth wel, p without ſleuth he paſſed his tyme. It is tea 
les | ſon tobcleuc it holly, in that he hath ſayd. Foz ſo exellente 
as Wozkes 5ᷣ he made, à ſo high ſentences as he wzote myght 
hat not pꝛocede but of a pzudent man, and a very wyſe ſpirtte. 


em 

Her ¶ Howe fo: the wyſedome of Marcus many wiſe 

„to men flouryſhed in his tyme. cap. iii. 

3,1 

E S the lyfe of the pꝛince is but as a whyte foz 
my all other to ſhote at, and am glaſſe wherin al 
mne the woꝛld doth beholde, ſo we ſe by expetience 
and that whervnto a prince is inclyned, the peo⸗ 


ifo- ble trauapllynge to folowe the ſame, haue no 
ed e⸗ | vulgare Diſcretion to eſchewe the euylle and folowe the 
+ thi || good. Certaynly they muſe no leſſe vpon a counterfayte 
ler⸗koule made of fethcrs, than thoughe it were of fleſhe, and 
is at þ yet atte the fyzſte ſtyghte hit leeſethe the Iybertye , and 
pet his hunger is not therby quenched, Tohereby all the 
wynges of lybertie are tourned to peyne of ſeruage. Jt 
is a great offence, and an immoztall infampe, to a pzince, 
that in the ſtede to gyue his hande of good lyuynge to re- 
leue other, caſteth backe warde his fote of euyll example, 
wherby al other ouerthzoweth, Than without cõpariſon 
greatter is the wyckedneſſe of the people, than the neglt⸗ 
gence ofthe pꝛince. Fo2 if one lyueth yll, and an other fo- 
roni⸗loweth hym, it is no meruapylle : and pet thoughe there be 
es of but fewe that folowe hym, hit is no newe thynge. Noz in 
ſe that many folo we hym, is no 3 thynge: but — 

lui. the 
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the hole to kolo we hym is a great ſclander. If the people the. 
were ſuche as they ought to be, one ſhulde rather tourne ligu 
from yll to good foz many, than many fo: one ſhuld tozne plap 
from good to ll. Certaynly euety man knowethe, that yf his 
we be bounde to honeſte commaundementes of our pꝛyn- payr 
ces: pet we be not bounde to folowe theyz ylle lyuynge. His 11 
What ſhall we ſaye nowe than, ſeynge that nowe adayes other 
the delytes of men are of ſoo greate pʒice, and the rygour dyue 
of their empire in lo poꝛe eſtimation, that without ſhame hath 
ſome diſpꝛayſe their tuſt commaundementes, and folowe cis w 
their euyll werkes. O ik the pzinces had ſuche nombze of deth: 
good folke, that wolde fulfyll thepz commaundement, as fauo! 
they haue greatte noinbze of ſuche w:etches that kolowe we ſa 
their doinges, were that there ſhulde be nonede of any tout! 
p:iſon fo: che myldgers oꝛ carcans foʒ blaſphemers, chat- Iye; ſy 
nes fo: ſclaues, oꝛ heddynge blockes fo: traytours, noz moch 
knyues fo; aduoutrers, noꝛ galowes fo: theues. J wylle han t 
gyue you example of all this; wherby ye ſhall ſe, that it þ '* this 
is trewe that J ſay. It the kynge be inclyned to hunte, all which 
wyll be hunters: if he be a player, all wyll playe : pf he dius 
vſe armes, all wyll tourney : if he be an aduoutrer, other tus, D 


the pꝛincis of tymes paſt. Who that hathe redde Sextus 

Cheronenſe in his boke called the dyuers tnclynations 
that p:incis hauchad, ſhall fynde that Romulus founda- 
tour of Rome, honoured greately grauers in ſtone : Nu 
ma Pompilius his ſucceſſout honoured paiſtes : Paulus 


Emilius mariners : Caius Ceſar goldſinythes ; Wc. 
the 
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ople the capitapnes:Auguſtus Octauiꝰ tennps players: Cal- 
urne ligula ruffyens : Tyberius baudes : Cruell Nero ſwerde 
ome players: Claudius wrytcrs: Scilla armozers : Marius 
t pk his compaygnion grauers of ymages : Uaſpaſ an good 
2pn- paynters: Titus his eldeſt ſonne mynſtrelles: Domittan 
re. his myghty bzother, croſſebowe makers: And aboue all 
ayes other our Marcus Aurelius emperour wyſe menne. The 
gour dyuers inclynations that pzinces had in dyucrs thynges 
jame hath made to vary the fauour ⁊ disfauour of many pꝛyn⸗ 
lowe cis with their people. And as the common people regar⸗ 
ne of deth moze fauour than Juſtice, ſuche officers are mooſte 
it, as fauoured, to whom pꝛinces doth mooſte inclyne. All this 
zlowe we lay to ſhewe howe that in the tyme of this good empe- 
any tour wiſe men were fauouted. If the hiſtorians doo not 
, chai: Iye; ſythe the tyme of Mecena the Romayne, whiche was 
, no moche moze happie to haue wyſe menne to his frendes, 
wylle han to inuent newe maner of meates and bankettes: vn- 
hat it this Marcus Aurelius haue paſſed. rvit. emperours, 


te, all which were J — ——— ( 
lanus, Ti- 


pk he dius Nero, Galba, Othus, Uitellus, Uaſpa 
other tus, Domittanus, Nerua, Tratanus, Adzanus, Antho⸗ 
ze ver⸗ mus, and Aureleus. Ind of all theſe we can fynde al one⸗ 
tempe⸗ ly but two, that fauoured wyſe men, that is to ſay Nerua 
be all and Tratan. All the other emperours were not onely dy⸗ 
ik he be ſciples of lyers, but alſo were perſecutours of the trouth, 
me not This ſemethe to be trewe, fo2 Julius perſecuted Cicero: 
emozyeÞOctauius baniſhed Ouide: Tyberius enpoyſoned Calui⸗ 
Dertusf tio, Caligula cauſed to cutte the thzotes of. titt. ozatours 
jationsſ to gyther: Nero ſlewe his mayſter Senec: Claudius ſet 
ounda- dis vncle Lucan in pꝛiſon:Othus hanged vp Patroclus: 


: NuJPomitian banyſhed all the ozatours of Rome: And the 


2aulusPÞnoze to ſhewe his curſednes, whi the wyle men þ were ba 
Sclpuſpvched went out at one gate, there entred at an other gate 
all 
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all vnthziktes, the whiche by Tytus his bꝛother had ben men 
banyſſhed and expelled. And as J ſaye of theſe fewe in fath 
nombze, I myghte ſay of many other. Foz certaynely the peto 
wyſe men were not thus intreted in the tyme ofthis good  (hul 
emperour Marcus: and that this is true it ſemeth by dy⸗ fo2h 
ucrs excellent barons, well lerned in diuers ſciences, that ſyzes 
flouriſhed in his tyme: Juliꝰ Capitolin recoũteth of them emp! 
as foloweth. Alerader a greke, Traſion,Polion, Euticiꝰ, the g 
Anius MWacrion, Canintus, Crodiaticus, Foꝛutus, Coz- ſonn 
nelius, Apolont?®, Ntus, Sextus Cheronéſe, Junius Ra- led, a 
ſticus,Claudi? Parimus,Cina Catnlus,Claudius Se- byte. 
ucrus, and the renowmed Diogenitus papnter, a the wel perot 
lerned lawyer Uoluſtus Mecianus. Al theſe were in this Nom 
emperours palays, and reſident in his pꝛeſence: And yet the he 
fo: al that he had dyuers other wiſe perſons in Rome, and tes a 
abꝛode in Italy. It was no metuayle to ſe in thoſe days, in ſon 
the multitude ot menne that flouryſhed in wyſedome. get th 
There was no father, but if he had two ſonnes, he wolde and of 
ſette one of theym to ſtudye, and the other accozdynge to his ha 
the Romapne la we, ſhulde be ſette to the warres. And yt clenſe 


this emperour wyſte of any wyſeyonge man, aboue al o unge 
ther he wolde fauour hym. in: T. 
freſeth 

C Of the emperour Marcus ſonne named hym w 
Ueriſſtmus, Ca. v. Ueriſſi 

onelp ei 


His emperour Marcus Aurelius hadde onl deed, er 
wo ſonnes, as Herodian ſaythe . The great the p201 
teſt andeldeſt was called Comode,and the yo dedewe 


15] LAS 


— == geſt was named Ueriſſimus, He was a fay:F ol the oi 
chylde of perſonne, and ryghte vertuous of lyuynge, ued by 5 
With his beautie he dzewe to hym the eies of many, and fierly, c 
with his good inclinations he robbed the hartes of alf lence ol 
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men. He was the hope ol the people, and the glozie of his 
fathers age. Ind though the eldeſt was pꝛince, yet them: 
pcrour determyned, that the laſte bozne, foꝛ his vertues 
chulde enherite as the eldeft : And he that was tyzſt boꝛne 


+ fo: his demerites ſhulde be dil hetited. And as good de⸗ 
ſpꝛes in the beſt tyme faple often by vnhappy chance this 


emperout being of. lit. yeres of age, and the ſonne ot. x vi. 
the glozie of Rome, and hope of the father, the lyfe of the 


ſonne toke an ende. And as moche was the dethe beway- 


led, as the lyfe deſyꝛed. It was great pytie, fo: the ſenate 
by reaſon therofſawe not themperour, no2 the olde empe⸗ 
perour fo: ſoꝛowe ſawe not the ſenate ofalonge ſpace, 

Rome was ryght heuy, and the ſenate withdzewe them to 
the height of the capitoll dyuers dayes . Ind as the my- 
ſtes and wyndes cauſe the leaues to falle that were grene 
in ſommer, and the dedes of honour conſtrayne vs to foz- 
get the myſhappes of foztune,as a man of highe lygnage, 
and of ſtronge courage, thoughe that ſozowe remapyne in 
his harte, and abydethelocked therin , determynethe to 
clenſe the bꝛaunches of ſoꝛowes that is outewarde, fap⸗ 
nynge toy and myꝛth ontwardly, kepyng the ſozowe with 


in: Thus Marcus the emperour, as a man whoſe vyne 


freſeth and dyethe, wherin he had all his hope, contented 
hym with that was lefte behynde. Whan his dere ſonne 
Ueriſſimus was deed, he ſente foꝛ the pzince Comode his 
onely enheritour, whiche ſyth the chylde his bother was 
deed, entred not into the palays. And the emperour ſeyng 
the pꝛoude and outragtous poꝛte of his ſonne Comode, 
bedewed his eien with ſalte water, remembꝛing the ſhame 
of the one, and the dethe of the other. The whiche percey- 
ued by Fauſtyne his mother, whiche loued hym moſte en- 
tierly, commaunded to haue her ſonne awape fro the pꝛe- 


lence of his father. 
D What 


— — 
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C what wyſe aunctent men Marcus choſe to in⸗ 
ſtructe his ſonne. Cap. vi. 


Hhoughe that the harte of this emperour was 
N occupied with the deathe of his chylde, yet foꝛ 
S&H þ all that he reyſed his vnderſtandyng, to haue | 
ke the punce his heire ryght well bꝛought vppe. 
-- --— — Fo: certaynely pꝛincis bene ſuche, whan they 
come to mans eſtate, as they be bzoughte vp in their ten⸗ 
der youth. The father than knowynge the frayle inclina⸗ 
tions of his chylde, not cozreſpondent to the good gouer⸗ 
naunce of the empire, as a good emperour ſente oucr all 
Italy foꝛ the moſt wyſeſt perſones in lernynge, the moſte 
famous of renowme, and the mooſte vertuous in dedes , 
And as in dyuers thynges the tnfampye is greatter in the 
pll doinge by malyce, than the faute of the treſpaſſour by 
weakenes: ſo in dyuers otherthynges, the comon voyce 
ts moꝛe than the ſecrete vertue . Fo: the whiche occaſpon 
after the aſſemblynge of theſe wyſe menne, the emperout 
commaunded to examyne them, and to be info:med of the 
bloudde of their p:edeceſſours,of the appoyntmente in all 
their thynges, and of the treatie of their buſines, and of 
the credence amonge their neighbours, and ok the pute⸗ 
nes of their lyues, and grauitie of they: perſones, and fi- 
nally of thetr ſciences, what they coude doo, and this to 
be done in an oꝛder. The aſtrologiens in aſtronomie, the 
muſitiens in muſike, the oꝛatouts in their art of retozike: 
and ſome in other ſciences. And this not in one daye, but 
in many, and not onely by inkoꝛmation of other, but he 
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wolde knowe hit by his owne pꝛopꝛe experience. Thus] 86 well 


they were all exampned, ſo that there was none lefte bc- 
hynde. Ind as foz perfecte knowlege of thynges, whetin 
we haue great affection, it behouethe to haue ſtrange — 
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uyſe, clere vnderſtandynge, and pꝛopꝛe ce: 
emperout commaunded to choſe — _ —— 
of He fewe the wyſeſt, and ofthe wyſeſt the moſte expette 
moſte wozthy, and moſte aunctent. Ind arcoꝛdyng to the 
vil. artes lyberall there was aſſigned to euety ſcience two 
mayſters: ſo that the pzince was one, and the mayſters 
xiui. This renowme that the Emperour ſente ouer all to 
haue mayſters foꝛ his ſonne the pꝛince, cauſed to come to 


hym moo wyſe men from ſtraunge countreys, than of the 


marches andneyghbours of Rome. The goo 
conſiderynge that it was no reaſon, — ſ = — — 
his ſeruice ſhulde returne myſcontented, ſome with ioy⸗ 
full wozdes, ſome vpon certayne hope, and ſome with gik⸗ 
tes and pzeſentes were diſpatched, ſoo that they were all 
pleaſed, Ind if this doinge was renowmed by the repozte 
of the wile men, it was no leſſe vertuous by the wiſedome 
and wozthynes of theemperour to ſende them home foo 
well content. Fo: he ſent them away as wel ſatisfied that 
were ouercome.as they were contcted that ouercam them. 
And cer taynly they had all reaſon, fo2 ſome bare the ſwete 
wo2des and ſatisfienge of the father: and ſome aboode 
there charged with the enterpziſe of the ſonne. Let the 
good emperour not beinge contented with this comman⸗ 
ded that theſe mayſtes ſhulde be lodged in his palays x 
to eate in his pꝛeſence, and to accompany his perſonne to 
le if theyz Iyfe were confoꝛmable to their ſcience, and yk 
their pleſant # well couched woꝛdes agreed in effect with 
their warkes, It was a meruaylous thynge to ſe the ſtu- 
dye and thought that the emperour had to regarde them 
8s well in goynge as fedynge, y 
D. ii. Howe 


quali. 
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¶ Howe it chaunced to fyue wyſe men, wher⸗ 
foze they were put out ot the empe- 
rours houle, Cap. vii. 


| 
— in the ſame houſe where as he was 
—boꝛne in the place of mounte Cellio, As a 
trewande and fole doth lyke hym ſclfe, and ſemblably as 
he is accuſtomed to do : Then lyke as one dothe the ſem- 
blable thynges and cuFomes, that he is wonte to do: loo 
the emperour ſet moꝛe his intention on wyſe me, than his 
eies on foles. He ſawe. v. of them latte betynge the paue- 
ment with their feete, and aroſe from their places, clap- 
pinge their hondes, ſpeakynge lowde, and laughynge ers 
cedyngely, the whiche was noleſſe marked of the empe- 
tout than beholden. Whan the feaſte was done, he called 
them aſpde, and ſayde : Frendes lette abyde with me the 
itiefull goddes, and lette the good dedes goo with you, 
5 haue choſen pou to thentent that foles ſhuld be conuer⸗ 
ted to wyſe men, but J le wyſe men become foles. Do ye 
not knowe that with the fyꝛe of myrture golde is dꝛawen, 
and by the lyghtenes of foles wyſe men are pꝛoued! Cer⸗ 
taynly the fyne golde defendeth his qualites in the quyck 
fournayes : and lykewyſe the wiſe man ſhewethe his ver- 
tues amonge fooles. wote ye not that a foole can not be 
knowen amonge fooles, no2 a wyſe manne amonge ſage 
folke : Amonge wiſe men, the fole is made bztghte,and a⸗ 
monge foles wiſe men do ſhyne. Do ye not knowe what 
ſhame it is to makey diſciples of foles, mayſters of pʒin⸗ 
cis: Know ye not that of the couragious vnderſtandinge 
pꝛocedethe the compoſition ofthe bodye , the reſte of the 
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it yon to haue an experte tonge, a quicke memozie, a clere 


-bnderſtandynge, great ſcience, pzofunde eloquence, o2 a 


ſwete ſtyle, if with all theſe graces ye haue a wycked will? 
Wherkoze wyl wple men haue their woꝛdes lo diſtincte a 


moderate, it theit woꝛdes be lyghte And to thentente that 


ours it ſhoulde not ſeme to you that J ſpeake of pleaſure, J 


was 


wyll bzynge to you an antike lawe of Rome. In the. vii. 
table of the la wes of our fathers was witten theſe woz- 


des: We commaunde that a moze greuous chaſtyſemente 


be gyuen to the wyſe man foꝛ a lyghte dede done openlpe, 
than to a ſecrete murderer. O tuſt la we and inſt men that 
oꝛdeyned it. Foz the ſpmple labourer ſleethe but one with 
his knyfe in his anare, but hep is wiſe ſleethe many with 
the euyll example of his lyuinge. Curiouſly J haue re⸗ 
garded, that Rome begynneth to declyne, wha our ſenate 
fayllethe ot meke and wyſe ſenatours, and multyplycthe 
with theſe ſerpẽtines. The holy ſenate was adozned with 
olde pzudent perſons, And not withoute teares, J ſaye at 
this houre it is full of tanglers and Iyers , Auncientely in 
the ſcoles of Grece was taughte onlye wozdes , leauynge 
the werkes : and than in Kome was taught to do werkes 
and leaue wozdes .But nowe it is contrarye , fo: nowe in 


grece the Iyers and tanglers ate banyſhed, and hath ſent 


them to Rome: and Rome hathe banyſhed and ſente the 


good wyſe men in to Grece : and in this maner J deſy:e 


tather to be banyſhed into Grece with wyſe men, than to 
abyde in Rome with fooles. To the pꝛayſe of a good man 
I ſweare to pou my frendes) that whyles J was ponge, 
1 (awe in the ſenate the philoſopher Criſippus(bzoughte 
bp with good Traian) ſpeake oftentymes : and he was 
ſo ſwete in his woꝛdes, that many tymes he was harde 
moze than. itt, houres togethet:ànd he neuer ſpake wozd 
but it was of eternal memozy, Ind _ ſoo eucr he wet 

All, out 


— — — 
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out of the ſenate, J neuer ſaw hym do dede wherby he de⸗ with ſ 
ſcrued to haue greuous peyn. Certainly it was a meruay- conſct 
lous thinge to le ⁊ here the eſtimation of his cloquence, 4 any th 
the inkamie of his perſon . All Rome was abaſhed of his tall de 
high cloquence: and al Nome and Italy were ſclandered ip, ant 
with his wycked werkes. The pꝛoſperite of Rome dured Jyfe, b 
CCC. ycre. Ind ſo longe Rome was Nome as it had ſim⸗ the im 

licitie in woꝛdes, and grauitie in woꝛkes. One thynge the an 

ſhall ſhew you, which is great confuſton to them alyue, thyng 
and great admyzation ot them that be deed, that of all the electio 
auncient men J neuer redde a lyght woꝛd that they ſpake, dynge 
no: an puell dede that they dydde, What thynge was lene ſhewe 
than in that glozious woꝛlde, but to retoyce in lo gloztous of mer 
wyſe men! And now at this daye the woꝛlde is ſo coꝛtup- lies: y 
ted, bycauſe there is ſo many pong coꝛrupt, ſurely J haue comm. 
greatter enuie of their dedes than of our wzitynges. Oh he 
heit fewe woꝛdes and good werkes hauelefte vs exam and ye 
ple of greate admpyzation, And the wyſe men of this tyme thus, 
tcache vs openly, and wꝛite vs ſecretely doctrines of par* *goodes 
dition. Than by this that J haue ſayde, and by other er- cozrup 
amples that I ſhall ſay, ye maye knowe, what J meane. army b 
Whaͤn the realme of Acaye ſubmytted his perillous ho- apeop! 
nes and his pꝛoude heed to the ſwete obeyſance ofthe em⸗ may co 
pire, they dzewe them to this condition, that they wolde theſe w 
haue benne the hooſtes of the garnyſons of all Aſie, and ignoza 
not diſciples of the oꝛatouts of Rome. At that ſeſon there they of 
was in Nome a great lozde ambaſſadour of Acape, tem- of arm; 
perate in woꝛdes, and honeſte of lyuynge, with a whyte] wyſeſ} 
heed: He was enquired ofthe ſenate, why he was ſo cruel non of 
to leade into his countrey foꝛ men of warre poo:e and co- vente: 
uetous ſquiers, and leaue wyſe men of greatte hatte. He] with gi 
aunſwered with ſuche loue as he had to his counttey, and pnethes 
with ſuche grauitie as longed to ſuche a perſon , and — nozces, 


aur... ” 
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he de⸗ with ſuche hardyneſſe as his offyce required. O fathers 
ruay- conſcriptes, O happy people, It is. ii. dayes ſyth Þ pete 
nce, à any thynge, and, it. dayes ſythe J llept, curſynge the fa- 
df his tall deſtenyes of foꝛtune, that hath bzought me into Jta- 
dered ly, and ſpghynge vnto the goddis that kepethe me in this 
dured Ute, bycauſe my ſpitite is betwene the harde anuelde and 
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the tmpoztunate hammer, whereas J ſe all is harde as 
the anuclde, wheron the hammer often ſtrykethe , The 
thynge molte peryllous amonge all perylles is to make 
election: pe conſtrayne me to choſe, and myne vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge can not attapne therto: and the goddes doo not 
ſhewe me what J haue to choſe. If J leade garyſones 
of menne of armes, it ſhall be verye noyfulle to the kamp⸗ 
lies: yf I bzynge aduocates, it ſhall be peryllous fo2 the 
common welth. Dozowfull that Jam, what ſhall J do z 
Oh heuy and vnhappye realme, that abydeth fo: thepm, 


eram- and ye cruell that commaundeth them. Than ſythe it is 
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Thus, , J determpne me to leade them that ſhall waſte our 


goodes, and ſpende them, rather than they that ſhoulde 
— and bꝛeake our cuſtomes. Foz a legion and an 
army by neceſſitie may put to affliction and ſoꝛowe onely 
a people: But an oꝛatour o2 an aduocate by his malyce 
may coꝛrupte a hole realme. Than ſayde the emperour to 
theſe wyſe men: Frendes howe greatte is the credence of 
ignoꝛant people, and loſſe oflerned men? Wherfoꝛe ſhuld 
they of Acaye rather gyue meate to pooze ſowdyars men 
of armes than to haue foz their neyghbouts oꝛatouts and 
wyle ſ peakynge aduocates! So whan this communica⸗ 
ton of the emperour was ended, the. v. greatte mayſters 
vente away with greatte ſhame, and the. ix. other taryed 
with great feare. In all this while it paſſed not two mo⸗ 


nethes after, that the pzince Comode was come from his 
no;ces, where as he haͤdde lerned the doctrine ol ſuckynge 
of 


_  ” — — oy 
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of bꝛeſtes. Allo he was but of tender age, and not of great ate l 
delycate vnderſtandyng. This pꝛince Comode was bone aun 
in Rome on the mounte Cellto, and nouriſhed at the gate bycat 
of Hoſtie. He was moze welbeloued of Fauſtina his mo and n 
ther, then hated of Marcus Aurelius his father. Ind to Cure e 
ſpeake with all due honour amonge theym, the mother hym! 
helde her koꝛ certayne to be the chyldes mother: and the Son 
chylde accoꝛdynge to his cuſtomes was moche lyke his che ft 
mothet: and the father was in doubte, whether he wert dynge 
his ſonne, bycauſe he reſembled but lyttell in vertues to) The! 
the father, wyll f 


hym: 
¶ Howe the emperour reaſoned with the mayſters #9231 
that ſhulde lerne his ſonne. ca. vii, _ 
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L theſe matters beinge paſte, the good e 
N perour foz to eſteme the thynge that he hadd 
? done, and to pouruey foz that he had to do, h 
JE AGES called aſydethenyne wyſe men and ſapde t 
them, There is greatte fame in Rome of tha 
IJ haue done in thempire, to do ſuche dilygence as to dyl / 
couer all the wyſe men, and of the curioſitie that J ha 
ſhewed as in certaynynge of the beſte. If of trouthe ye 
wyle, ye can not be ſclaundered of any thynge . Thea 
noyance of yll thynges cometh of wyſedome and vertu 
but the adiny:ation of good thynges pꝛocedethe of ſm 
vnderſtondynge oz leſſe experience. The wyſe perſon wy 
ſuffre none admpyzation. To ſhewe at the fyꝛſte bꝛont m 
cion in euery thynge, ſheweth to be conſtant in nothyn 

IJ haue made ſtrayt erampnatio among you, foz ſo oug 
ſuche to paſſe as ſhulde be admytted to ſtrayte amityes. 
New amities is wery in the dayes, and euer haue J 
and pꝛoued by experience, that frendes lyghtlye taken 


—— 


ꝗꝗꝙÜ6ſſ — — 
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great arelyghtelylefte agayne. I chaunced in cumpanye of an 
dome auncient Romapne, whiche was all whyte foz aege: and 
e gate bycauſe he meritedit, I called hym father. and he fozloue 
g mo: and nurture called me ſonne: the whiche in caſe of aduen 
Ind to ture enquered many thynges of me, but J wolde make 
nother hym none aunſwere. Than he ſayde theſe woꝛdes to me: 
nd the Son beholde, In the lawe of frendſhyp it is wꝛitten that 


ke hi : the frende in all thynges truſteth to his frend, firſt regar- 


—— 


were dynge who is his frende. Surely this councel was good. 
ues te The curious man ot armes ( it he wyl bye a hoꝛſe) firſt he 
wyll ſe hym renne and allayed, oz he ſpeake of the ſale of 

hym: if he pleaſe hym not, thoughe he myghte haue hym 

ers koza leſle pʒice, he wyll not haue hym: pf he pleaſe hym, 
what ſo euer the pꝛice is (et, he wyll not leaue hym. Than 

it is alefull thynge, that the beaſte be examyned and felte 

et he be had into the ſtable. In lyke wyſe a man ſhnlde be 
eramyned, er he be receyued in toamitie. Ind yf the 
ho:ſe that eateth but hey, ſtrawe, and otes, be lefte fo2 one 
ll tatche , moch moze the frende, whiche is the inteſtyne 
ofthe harte, and oughte to kepe our ſecretes and affecty- 
ons, foʒ dyucrs fautes ought not to be receyued in to the 
ſame, There was a philoſopher named Ariſpo, the fyꝛſte 
that was in the tyme of Silla and Marius, who ſayde, 
thatfrendes ought to be lyke good hoꝛſes: That is to ſay, 
vertu that they ought to haue a lyttell heed by humble conuer⸗ 
ſation : quicke ot herynge, to the entent that they be redy 

whan they ate called: a ſorte mouth, to thende that they? 


— — tongue be temperate: The houe ofthe fote harde ,to ſuk⸗ 
hyn fre trauaple : and they; handes open to doo good dedes: 
| oug their fete ſure to perſeuerin amytie: a baye colour foz his 
ityes, good renowme: And fynally the hoꝛs retournethe, that is 
J ſen] © manuall krende: and therto1s topned theſe wozdes: 


That is, that he be without cyrbes 02 byttes: and that he 
E mape 
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mape go where as any fatall deſtenyes tourneth the bzi- P29 
dell and reyne of foztune. The goddes vndetſtande me, che 
though that men can not attepne therto oꝛcompꝛiſe it.Re- and 
tournynge than tothe purpoſe, J wyll ye knowe, bycauſe and 
J haue taken you foz frendes, not to putte you awape at than 
length.And though that cherptrees pꝛoduceth their flou⸗ be w 
res in Febꝛuatie, we abyde not to haue the chertes but in god! 
Mape. Frendes ought to be as molberies, that in ſuche f h 


a 

ch 

they feare not the froſtes of Mape, as the vynes doo: J de 
no: the myſtes of Octobze, as the pechc, and quinces do, fi! 
J wyll not that they come whan the pzoſperite is good, take 
and go away whan the foztune is nought. Foz that is no whe! 
pointe of true frendes. As the lyes of wpnes cauſethe dꝛõ⸗ kner 
kardes to vomyt in the tauernes, lyke wiſe aduerſitie dzt: and! 
ueth away faynt frendes out of the houſe, bytauſe the let Wile! 
uice is not acceptable, without the wyl be knowen of hun there 
that dothe it. Than holde you ſure of mp contentation, | pet 3 
ſythe that J haue it of your warkes. J come nowe to the fleſh 
effecte of out pourpoſe. J haue taken you fo2 to be map- | natu 
ſters of this chylde: and regarde that J haue taken you| dont 
tewe amonge many, to thende that myſonne ſhuld be no⸗ Wall 
ted amonge fewe. His nurſes at the gate of Hoſtie haue his f 
gyuen hym two yeres ſucke oftheyz mylke, and his mo⸗ ant 
ther Fauſtyne hath gyuen hym other two peres to ſpoꝛtt pute 
hym in the Palays, And J lyke a good father wyll gyue | atby 
hym. xx. yeres of chaitiſement . It ſoze diſpleaſethe Fau- þ tega 
ſtyne his mother to leaue hym ſo ſone, and J am ſozy that ſhyni 
I toke hym ſo late. Jt is no mcruayle,fo: theſe womenne | «the 
with chey: lyghtnes, and theſe chyldzen with theyz ſmalle Fort 
knowlege occupte them ſelfe in thinges pꝛeſent: But woz endo 
thy wyſe men ought to thynke on that is paſſed, and alſo | hym, 
to oꝛdeyne foz that that is pzeſent,and with great ſtudy to do ch 


pꝛo⸗ 


tyme pꝛoducethe their bertes, whiche is they: fruite that 
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the bꝛi⸗ bꝛouyde koꝛ the tyme to come. I thynke on euety daye in 
de me, che yere, and of the day, that the goddes haue gyucn me, 
eit.Re- and of the day that J gyue vnto you. The goddes to me 
bycauſe and J to you doo gyue hym moztalle to be as a man, and 
waye at than you to me and J to god do render hym immoꝛtall to 


it flou⸗ be wyſe. What wylle ye that F ſaye moꝛe Certaynly 
but in god ha th made hym man amonge men by the ſoule: and 
1 ſuche Jhaue engendzedhyma beaite amonge beaſtes by the 
te, that © ficſhe, ye ſhall make hym a god amonge goddis by ſhape, 
es doo: J demaunde of you a thynge, whiche is, J haue not gy- 
ces do. uen to my chylde but moztalle fleſſhe, wherwith he ſhall 
3 good, take an ende of his lyke: hut ye ſhall gyue hym doctrine, 
at is ne wher with his memozpe ſhall neuer periſhe. Ik his pouthe 
he dꝛõ⸗ knew the weke and faynte fleſhe that J haue gyuen hym, 
itte dii⸗ and that his dulle vnderſtandynge maye reache to the 
the let Wiſedome that ye maye gyue hym, he wolde calle you fa⸗ 
ok him thers, and me an yl ſtepfather. And though he ſap not ſo, 
tation, bet J confelle it, that is, that the naturall fathers of the 
to the | fleſhe are ſtepfathers of noblenes, ſythe that we gyue the 
e may⸗ natutalitie of them ſubiecte to ſo many mutabilities, and 
en you bonde and captiue to ſo many miſeries. Foz certayne ye 
be no⸗ (hall be iuſte fathers to hym, yt as nowe pe canne enable 
e haue bis fleſſhe in good cuſtommes, and to bzynge his vnder- 
is mo⸗ ſtandynge to be occupied with high ſciences. And ſyꝛs, te⸗ 
ſpoꝛte pute it not ſmalle, that J commytte to your charge and 
l gyue| atbytrement, that thynge whiche pꝛincis oughte molt to 
e Fau⸗tegarde, that is, to ſe to whom they commytte the noury- 
y that] ſhynge of their chyldzene , To be mayſters of pzincis in 
menne | erthe is to haue the offyce of Þ goddes that ben in heuen. 
malle] Foꝛ they gouern him that hath cure to gouerne vs: They 
it wozs endocttyne hym that ſhulde teache vs, they ſhewe vnto 
id alſo | hym, that ought to ſhewe vs: Chaſtiſe hym that oughte 
udy to | to chaſtiſe vs: and fynally they commaunde one, the wht 
pꝛo⸗ Eu. che 


i 
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che afterwarde alone maye commaunde all the woꝛlde. 
What wyl ye that I (hal ſay moe: Foz certapne they that 


haue the charge of a pꝛince, be the gouernall of the ſhyp. 


(The ſtanderde of an army, the gouernance of people, the 
guyde of wayes, the ſhylde of kynges, the treaſure of all, 


bycauſe they haue amonge their handes hym that after- f 
warde oughte to gouerne all the wozld, And furthermoze | | 


to thentente that ye haue hym in moze eſtiination, J wyll 
tell you, that in gyuynge my ſonne vnto you, J do gyue 


vou moꝛe than if J had gyuen you a tealme. The pure x 
clene lyuynge of the ſonne alyue, is the gloztous fame of 
his father that is decade. Foꝛ of hym, that the ſonne tru- 
ſtethe in his lyke, dependethe the renowme of the father 
that is deade. Thus haue pe hadde the goddis atte 
wylle, and the bꝛyttel deſtenyes ok foztune happy to pou, 
as vuto this houre ye haue not watched with chyldzen of 
ſtraungers. Fro hensfo:the wake ye with the pꝛince, whi⸗ 
che is the p2ofite of all other, And take good hede mp frc- 
des, that there is greatter difference in bzyngyng vppe of 
pꝛincis chyldzen, thanne to teache pong boyes ofthe com- 


mon people. The moſte parte of theym,that come to ſcho- 
leg, come fo; to lerne to ſpeake,but J delyuered not my ſon 
Comode to you to lerne hym to ſpeke many woꝛdes, but 
fo: to ſette him in the wap to do good dedes . The glozye 
ot folyſhe fathers is to ſe they: chyldꝛen vainquiſhe other 
in diſputyng: but my gloꝛie and top is to ſe my ſonne ſur- 
mounte other in vertue : bycauſe the glozte of the Grekes 
was to ſpeake moche and to do lyttell, and the glozye of 
the Romapnes is to doo moche and toſpeake but lyttel. 


¶ Howe the mayſters of pꝛincis oughte 
to kepe them from vices 
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tccus Aurelius folowynge his pourpoſe, 
&4 þ\!oyned to his fozeſayde wozdes, and lapde: 
Kegarde well my frendes, and fozget not, 
that I truſt you in myne honour, who am 
my ſonnes father, and of the ſtudye of Co- 
mode mp ſonne, and of the glozie of Rome 
my natural countrey, Ind of the ſolace and reſt of Rome, 
whiche is mp ſublect: Ot the gouernaunce of Jtalp, whi- 
che is your countreye : and aboue all thynges of the peace 
and tranquillitie of our comon welthe . Than he that is 
put in truſte with ſuche adminiſtration of other, hathe no 
cauſetoſlepe, Nowe lette vs come to moze particular 
thynges. Kegarde as nowe, what thynge is mooſte con⸗ 
uenable fo2 my ſonne, whiche as a yonge colte wolde goo 
play in the grene medowes, and noyſome ſhall be the ke⸗ 
per to hym, #a thynge paynful to kepe hym therfro. The 
firſt thynge, wherof Þ pꝛay you, is to gyue hym a ſtronge 
{| bzidel, and a ſharpe bytte, to thentente that he be wel mou 
thed, ſo that none take hym with lyes. The greatteſt faut 
that can be in men of honeſtie is to ſpare the trouthe,and 
not to be veritable: Ind the greatteſte vilanye in a vil- 
layne is to be gyuen in largeſſe of Iyes . Sette good 0:- 
der vppon hym. Take hede to his handes, to the entente 
thathe accuſtome hym not to demaunde to play at the ta- 
bles and dyce with ſuche as be loſte and noughte. 
The gretteſte token that a pzince woll loſe and diſtrope 
of the empire, is whan in his yonge age he is knowen to be 
bicious in plape. The playe is ſuche a vice, that who ſoo 
euer it bytethe, hit is lyke the bytynge of a madde dogge, 
the whiche rage endureth vnto deathe. Jrecommende to 
pou my chylde, though he be yonge,make hym ſad and mo 
| derate, Certaynly it is not ſo great a 21 vnto a pꝛynce 
| E4lit, to 
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to haue the crowne on his heed, noꝛ a chapn of gold about though 
his ſhulders, no the ſcepter in his hande, noz the greatte a grany 
company and garde that he hath about hym, as to ſheweYpice is t 
ſadneſſe from his youthe . The open honeſtie ſuppltethe web vs 
many fautes and debilities. Sparte not to caſte on hym a trouthe 
ſtronge chayne, and to tye hym faſte, that he go not to de⸗ nutte ot 
lytes and vanities. Foz an effeminate perſon neuer hathe nut tree 
ſpirite to any hye oꝛ noble dedes. J am greately ſatisfied harde n 
with that the techer of Nero ſayd to his diſciple: Though a pytefu 
J wyſt that god wolde pardone me, and that men knewe ther a p1 
no myſſe of ine, fo2 the vilanye of the fleſhe, J wolde not jcrnep, 
ſynne in the fleſhe. Surely they were good wozdes, and gus kin 
vll bozne away of Nero. Let not pet go the teyne. Foz vt his real 
he ſe the yonge mares, he wyl neygh oz bꝛay if he ſe tyme, Me con 
(The vyce of the kleſſhe in all tymes, in all ages, and in pe fo:gi 
al eſtates holdeth his ſeaſon oz courſe, if it paſſe not in the that ye x 
grene age of chyldehoode, caſtynge out the reyne of rea; to be fo; 
ſon, a ſtryken with the ſpurres of the fleſhe, and blowing] were go! 
with the trompe of ſenſualitie: Takynge the bꝛidell in thef reaſone, 
tethe with a furious wyll, rennynge through mountayns and paſſ 
and woddes aftcr the mare: Jn leauynge her goinge but who tha 
ſoktely, and in the ouertakynge moche leſſe. Ind thanaf-| (yffered! 
terward being therin delyberat,Þ body remayneth impo⸗ 
tent, the vnderſtandynge acloyed and blynded, the reaſonp; 
troubled, the good nameloſt, and yet neuertheles at the 
laſte the fleſhe remayneth fleſhe. What remedy foz this 
I fynde none other but that a greatte quicke fyze couered 
and laden with erth dieth. And whan the vitious man 19Fh 
layde in his graue, he maketh an ende and may neuer co maunde 
xecte hym ſelfe. Wherkoꝛe J aduyſe pou to gyue no placeſ it be not 
to this yonge chylde to be vicious. And in the chaſtiſyng S 
of hym. gyue no reſpyte, thoughe he be ponge, and myfhede, Fo 
childe, and wel loued and cheryſhed with his _— ue hyn 

thou 
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oui though he be the only heite of thempite. with chyldzen of N 
atte a ſtranger crueltie is tiranny, but with a mans own child 79 

e we pite is the occaſion ot his loſſe in time to come . It is ſhe⸗ 1 

ethe wed vs by trees howe we ought to noꝛiſhe our childze.Of 40 


ma trouthe the cheſtain trees bꝛyng foꝛth the ſoft ſwete cheſt⸗ 9 
d de· nutte out of the ſharpe pꝛickinge a hard huſke: And on the 1 
athe nut trees amonge the ſwete ſofte leaues, is nouriſhed the 0 jo 
tied harde nutte. Applieng this to our purpoſe, we haue ſene by 


ugh a pytetul father, bzinge fozthe a cruell ſon, and a cruel fa- ' 
ewe ther a piteful ſonne. He that was lerned amonge all other 
not jerned, and renoumed amonge al other renoumed Lygur 
and gus king of the Lacedemontens, in giuinge his lawes in 
02 vt his reatme, J temembꝛe to haue red therin theſe woꝛdes: | 
yme. We commaunde as kynges, a p:ay as men, that al thinge iT 
Id in be foꝛgiuen to them that be olde and bzoken: and to them 
that be yonge and luſtp, to diſſimule foꝛ a tyme:a nothing | 

ea} to be fo:giuen to very yonge chyldzen. In good ſoth theſe | 
wing} were good wozdes ſpoken of ſuche a perſone, and ſeincth ; 

n the reaſone, Foz it is reaſon that the hozs that hathe rounne . 
ayns} and paſſed his courſe of cariage, ſhoulde teſte hym. Ind : 
e but who that hath paſſed rightoulely, it is Juſtice that he be | 4 
naf-f ſufered in reſte. And the chylde that wyll paſſe reaſonne, 
mp0-F ought to be refozmed. Cauſe hym to be always occupied 4 
eaſonſ in vertuous actes. Foz if the vnderſtandynge be dulled, 1 


t theFand the bodye outhfull in ſuche aege, with greatte diffi 
this : cultie wylle they dꝛawe to thyngcs that be ſlraunge to 
uetedſ their delectations, bycauſe that the lyghteneſſe is in the 
an iS} heed, and reaſonne vnder the eyes. His pouthe wylle de⸗ 
t 0-Fmaunde you ſome recreation, whiche ye ſhall conſider, ſo 
place ſ it be not often noz to ſeldome. Fyzſte that it be by reaſone: 
iſyng Secondely that they be taken in noble erercyſes , Take 
d n?Fhede, Foz I gyue not my lonne vnto you, that ye ſhulde 
t, and gyue hym recreation, but onely foz to teache hym, 

ough D The 


M ARCS | belde; 
The henne hauynge her egges vnder her wynges in that 1 or 


ſeaſon goth not abꝛode in the yardes, and though the eg⸗ eon 
ges be — her owne, yet ſhe hatchethe theym, as it they wow 
were her owne. Foz this cauſe at this tyme in Rome of a buutel 
C. diſciples. lrrer. cometh fozth without doctryne , foz i is age 
their mayſters waſt two ho ures of doctrine with the, they is the! 
leſe with thẽ̃. xx houres in mockery . Ind therok it is, that as the 
of the ſmal grauitie of the mayſtet, ſpzingeth great bold- b:eſtes 
nes and lyttell ſhame in the diſciple . Beleue me frendes, father: 
that the teachers to pꝛinces, and mayſters to diſciples, pꝛo the fy21 
fit moze in one daye with good examples, than in a pete tapnee 
with many leſſons. My ſonne ſeynge you dꝛawe to ver- teyned 
tues, wyll dꝛa we to the ſame if he ſe you ſtudie, he wpll ſtes, as 
ſtudy, it he ſe you peaſible he wyll be ſtyll: he ſeinge you our foz 
temperate in fedinge, wyll cate but lyttcl:ſcing you ſham by they 
faſte, he wyll feare you, ſeinge you reſtefull, he wyll reſte, wozlde 
and if ye do contrary, he wyll do contrarye. This ſurelye holde 
ts true, foꝛ the auncient men onely with the euyl that they campe, 
ſe, eyther do they coꝛrupte their bodies, oꝛ ſclaunder their his pen 
owne tugementes, as chyldzen do, that can ſay nothynge mour,b 
but that they here: noꝛ do nothynge but that they ſe. J wil ercuſes 
alſo that the pꝛince my ſonne lerne the. vin. artes lyberall. berall a 
Foz J haue taken many of you, to thentent that ye ſhuld ſhozte. 4 
teache hym moche. And if at the laſte we ſhulde be ſozow: tepꝛoue 
full, bycauſe he hath not lerned all, we ſhal not be ſozte, ina ſho 
he knowe moche, noꝛ thynke his tyme yll ſpent, noꝛ be be an not 
gyled in ſaying, that he knoweth inough of that ſo poͤg and den 
a chylde ſhulde haue to gouerne and rule thempire. A v vs that 
ty philolopherafter the lawe of lygnage oughte to haui d mam 
ſpeche at place and tyme conueniente, to fyght in the feldy ay no m 
and to ſpeake in the ſenate. Ir my owne temembꝛante be ſhed in l 

le me not, amonge myn antiquities J haue bzought 3 the ſcten 
ſtone out of Grece, the whiche Pithagozas Þ philoſ 1 
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itbat helde at the gates of his ſchole, wherin was witten with 0 
e eg⸗ his owne handes thele woꝛdes: He that knoweth not that +, 
they he ought to know, is a brute beaſt amonge men: He that i 
eos knoweth no moze than he hath nede of, ts a man amonge 11 

bzute beaſtes: He that knoweth all that may be knowen, „ 

they is a god amonge men. O mooſte highe woꝛdes, Glorious 5 
that is the hande that wꝛote them, the whiche not at the gates, 

N as they were than oughte to be witten, but within mens 
b:cſtes they ſhulde to be paynted and grauen. Our foze- » 
5.020 fathers toke the laſte ſentence of this phyloſophcr, and 

the fyzſte rebuke abydeth to vs they: laſt chyldzen. Foz cer 
tayne amongethe Grekes and Lacedemoniens was at- iP 
teyned as moche kame by they: philoſophers and conque⸗ | 
ſtes, as by they: wꝛitinges, which they hauclefte vs. And 
ham. dur fozmer emperours gatte no leſſe loue in they: empire 1 
by they: pꝛotounde eloquence, thanne they fcared all the 

woꝛlde by they: noble triumphes . Fo2 a p2ofe wherof be- | 
holde Julius Ceſar, whiche beinge in the myddell of his 
campe, with his lyfte hande wolde holde his ſpeare, and * 
his penne in his ryght hande. Ne he neuer lefte of his ar⸗ 
mour but fo:thewith he toke his bokes. we muſt not laye ' 
excuſes, ſapinge with them that be ignoꝛante, that the ly⸗ 
berall artes are to hye, and the tyme that we haue verye 1 
| ſhozte, Foz certapne the diligence of men in tymes paſte, 


tepꝛoueth out ſlouth at this day. One thyng J do le, that 
nn a ſhozte whyle we lerne al yll, but in a longe ſeaſon we 
can not lerne goodneſſe. Wyll ye ſe, what is our foztunes 
and deſtenyes, and in what thought the goddes doo kepe 
bs, that foꝛ to do one good dede we lacze tyme, and koz to 
do many ſhꝛewde tournes we haue to moche tyme. J wyl 
ay no moze, but that J wolde my chylde ſhulde be nourt- 

ſhed in ſuche wile, that he ſhoulde lerne the feate of god, 


the ſcience of philoſophers, the vertues of aunciente Ro- 
1 mapnes, 
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mayns, the quietnes of you his mapſters, and the good⸗ her my 


neſſe of all them that be good, as he hath taken of me to 


be the heire of the empire. J pꝛoteſt to the tmmoztal god⸗ 


dts, to whom J truſt foz to go: and pꝛoteſt to the high ca⸗ 
pitoll, where mp bones ſhall be bzent, that nepther Rome 
now in my Iyfe, noꝛ the heuens in tyme to come ſhal curſe 
me after my death, if by pll lyuinge my ſonne ſhoulde leſe 
the common welth, it by pour ſmall chaſtiſemente ye ſhall 
be cauſe of the lolle of the empite. 


C How themperour Marcus nouriſhed the pꝛin⸗ 
ceſſes his doughters. Cap. x. 


Arcus Aurelius the cmperour had but two 
1] ſonnes, that is to witte, the pzynce Comode 


and Ueriſſine : He hadde foure doughters 


dyng diligent foz tonoryſhe his daughters. As ſoone 


as any of theym were bozne, fozthwith they were put to | 


nurſe into ſome ferme with oute Rome: Ye wolde neuer 
ſuffre anye of his chyldren, ſonnes noz doughters, to be 
norilhed within the walles of Rome: Noz conſente, that 
they ſhulde ſucke the bꝛeſtes of delicate women. He ha- 
ted delycate and gay nutſes, and they that were laboꝛous 
homely and holſome he loued, à to them and none other 
he betoke his chyldzen to noutyſhe, and he wolde neuer a⸗ 
gree, that they ſhoulde be bzought home to his houſe. 

He was wonte to ſaye in his ſpoztynge: J haue moꝛe a- 
doo to contente theſe noutiſſes, than to mary my dough⸗ 
ters. Homer ſheweth, that in Grece there died Arthemio, 
that was kynge of Argiue withoute anpe ſonne to inhe⸗ 
tyte: and the nutſe that hadde nouryſſhed hym, with all 
het 


* A by Fauſtyne his wyfe legittimate and hey 
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od⸗ het myght demaunded the realme fo2 a ſon of hers , whi⸗ 
eto che hadde ſucked of the ſame mylke that the ſayde kynge 
od⸗ had done allegynge, that ſyth they were bothe nouryſhed 
ca= togyder, ⁊ ſucked one mylke, that they bothe ſhulde enhe⸗ 
me F rite one realme. This ſayde Homer to tepꝛoue the noury- 
irſe ces ot Grece , whiche toke moꝛe pꝛeſumption foz noutyſ⸗ 
leſe ſhynge ok p:ncis, than quenes dyd in bearynge of them. 
jall @Therfoze this noble Marcus Jurclius emperour, wolde 

not that his doughters alonely ſhoulde ſucke groſſe and 
rude mylke , but he wolde not agree, that any reuetence 
honour oz ſeruice ſhulde be done vnto them, as it belon⸗ 
geth to the chyldzen of ſo hygh pꝛincis to be done, and as 
the cuſtome is to be doone. On a day as the ſayde empe⸗ 
wo tour was at ſupper, a foole named Galindo, at whoſe woz 
ode des the emperour often toke pleaſure, ſayd, Sp yerſter- 
ers daye J came from Salon, and fro the gate of Hoſtie, and 
ey⸗ | there Þ ſawe the emperours chyldzen go lyke labouters, 
e- | and J ſe here in thy hous labourers chyldꝛen go lyke ein- 
one | pcrours : Telle me, why do ye diſſimule as a wyſe man, 
tto] foz Ithat am but a foole vnderſtandeth hit not. The 
uer | emperour aunſwered: O Galyndo, bycauſe that pet at 
be] this tyme Rome is not Rome, all thoughe thozoughe all 
hat | the wozlde hit be renowmed Rome. In my ſelfe J fynde 
a- | farre moze aſſuraunce, that my chyldzen begynne lyke 
pooze labourers , and ende as ryche emperours, thanne 
her | to begynne as ryche emperours and ende as pooze ſqui⸗ 
{as | ers, Doeſt thou not knowe why Italy is nowe loſt: They 
wolde haue theyz chy[dzen to be wantonly and delicately 
a- | nouryſſhcd , and wyll not ſuffre them to lyue in trauapl, 
th- and to leaue they? heires pooze and nedye, and them ſelfe 
to, to ende in greatte peryll. This anſ were was ſo excellent 
he⸗ in kame, that it was euer taken fo: a pzouerbe iu Nome. 


all | whan this emperours doughters were or two pere olde, 
F. i. incon⸗ 


1. 
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incontinent he pꝛouided women and mayſtreſſes fo to te⸗ 


che theym. Settus Cheronenſe ſaythe, that he ſerched a⸗ 


monge the auncent matrones of Rome, whiche were clea- 
neſt of lyfe, mooſte eſtemed of good fame, ok nobleneſſe of 
bloudde, of ſadde witte, and that had ben mooſte vſcd in 
b:ingyng vp of pꝛincis chyldren. This cmperour was ſo 
thoughtefull in the oꝛderynge and teachynge of his chyl⸗ 


dren, that he wolde haue no woman, but if ſhe were of. 1. 


yere of age at the leaſte,and.r.yere a wido we, and that ſhe 
hadde nouriſhed a. Cchyldren doughters of ſenatours: 
Imagining that ſhe that had medled inſo many thynges 
of other mens, ſhulde not be ignorant in her owne . After 
that he hadde pꝛouyded theſe mayſtreſſes, he cauſed his 
doughters to be bꝛought to they; houſes, and there gaue 
them their charge. And fro the birth of any of his dough- 
ters he wold neuer conſent, that they ſhuld come in to his 
palays, tyll they ſhulde haue huſbandes. It chanced that 
Fauſtine the empꝛeſſe chylded a doughter and ſhe beinge 
certified, that it was like her, and very faire, moued with 
a ſofte herte of womanheed, and with a motherly harte, 
p:ayed themperour, that the ſayde chylde myght be nozi⸗ 
ſhed in her pꝛeſence, ſith euery man ſayde the chylde was 
ſo fayte and ſo lyke vnto them. The emperour aunſwered 
and ſayde: Fauſtyne fo: thoſe thynges that all other haue 
ſayde to vou, dothe it beſeme you to demaunde this of me? 
But I that haue red in this caſe, and in other caſes haue 
lene, in no maner ought to condiſcende therto. Do you 
not knowe, that the tyme that the doughter is nouryſhed 
in the houſe, the father is charged with thought, the mo- 
ther with wantõ flatteringes, enuy in the bꝛetherne, bold; 
nes in the doughter, and foly in the nouryte. J wold wit 
of you, if ſhe were nouryſſhed in the houſe : what pꝛokyt⸗ 
teth it, it her mayſtres teache her ſaddenelſe and 1 — 
it 
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to te⸗ with her woꝛdes: and we entice her to lewdenes with our 
rd a⸗ woꝛkes and dedes ! what pꝛofiteth it, i the doughter de⸗ 
clea⸗- ſetue chaſtiſement, that the mother flatter and make her 7 | 
Te of © wanton ! Moze reaſon it were that your doughter ſhulde $ 1 : 
ed in folowe the good doinges of you that are her mother, than Jo. * ' 
as ſo the woꝛdes of the ſtraunge wydowe that is her mayſtres. 9 

chyl⸗ Marke well Fauſtyne, if ye ought to teioyce at her chyl⸗ 5 

of. l. dyſhe toys. Kemcbze that the pleſure of yong children, 1s 5 

t ſhe but chyldyſhe and trifles. But ik you nouryſhe them not g 

urs: well, as the pleaſures were toyful whan they were ponge, £ 

iges © ſo whan they be olde to refrayne them ſhall be greatter di- 

; (pleaſure. Therfoze if you be vertuous, withdrawe they 

| his © tapynge trifles as nowe ,fo2 them that ſhall be vertuous. A 

aue J wyll tell you one thynge. J wold rather my doughters | 

ugh⸗ in myn abſence ſhulde be diſciples to vertues, than to be 
) his mapyſtreſſes in lewdeneſſe in my pꝛeſence. And ſythe it is 
that | ſo, deſire you tequite it not of me. And J deſire you that 
inge it be not ſoo . Jam impoꝛtune on you, that ye be not im⸗ 

with poꝛtunate on me. I pꝛay you, that you pꝛay not me. Oꝛels * 
arte, I commaunde vou, that you demaunde it no moze of me. | 
102i- | This harde anſwere of the father ceaſſed the te mportu⸗ 
nitie and pitiefulle requeſte of the mother. Thus Fau⸗ 
cred | ſtine all fearefulle,ſeinge the father within the walles of 
aue | Kome,durſte not go ſee her doughter without, but as pzt- 


"mc? | ucly as ſhe myght. 
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you Howe Marcus themperour dyd choſe and pꝛo⸗ 
ſhed ued his ſonnes in lawe,Cap.rt, 

mo- — 

old- ue wiſe as Marcus Aur. theemperour ſur- 
wit mounted in vertues al moꝛtall men died, ſo 


fyts | |; 08 fo: certayne in matiage of his doughters he 
z2=== lemed to be kin to the goddes ð euer lpue:a by 
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MARCYVS 
the grace and gyfte of god, oꝛ by his fo:tune, he was as 
happy in vertuous ſonnes in lawe, as gretly infoztunate 
of dyſhoneſt doughters . After the dethe ofthe good olde 
man, with the ſmalle thoughte of the pz ince his ſonne in 
his gouernance, and vngoodly fame of his doughters in 
thep: lyuinge, it ſemed to haue made an ende of the glort- 
ous memoꝛie of the father, but it it were by the ſouerayne 
goodnes ot his ſonnes in lawe, that he had choſe by his 
Iyfe tyme . It ts dayly ſene, that the loſſe of the father by 
euyll chylderne, is wonne by vertuous ſonnes in lawe. 
Than Marcus Aurelius coniiderynge huſbandes fo; his 
doughtecs, toke not of dyuers that the vanitye of the 
wozlde offered hymn : but of a fewe that of manye folkes 
were eſtemed to be of good behauour, and that to his ſe⸗ 
mynge were ſuche in dede: And as in mariages al the er⸗ 
tour is to couete goodes that be in the purſe, and not to 
examyne the perſon that is bꝛoughte to the houſe, He re- 
gardynge this, maried not his doughters to ſtrange kin⸗ 
ges, but to naturall bozne ſenatours, and not to ſuche as 
diſcended fro hygh lygnage, as were the Sipions, Fa- 
bꝛicions, and Tozquates : but to ſuch that with their ver- 
tues teyſed newely good lygnages: Noz he matied them 
not to ſuche as were pꝛeſumptuous of the pzowes and 
dedes of theyr pzedeceſſours : but to them that reſplendy- 
hed by the dedes of they: owne perſons. Nor of trouthe 
he choſe none that were very riche,but ſuche as were ver- 
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tuous:noꝛ ſuche as were ſoone moued, but ſuche as were 
quiete: not the hyghe mynded: but to the moderate, that 
were no boſters, but ſhamefaſt: no bablers, but ſmal ſpe⸗ 
kers: no quarellers, but ſuffrers: not to pꝛeſumptuous, 
but to chem that were meke, not to haſty men, but to them 
that were pacient: not to them that were eſtemed amonge 
the commons, but vnto them that deſerued laude — 
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wiſe men. Ju this maner he truſted no perſon, foz he ma⸗ 
tied not his doughters to ſuch as were pꝛayled a farre ot: 
but to them that of longe tyme had ben pꝛoued nerehand, 
In good faythe herein his reaſon was good, Foz in the 
thynge that touchethe a mannes honour, he that is wyſe 
ought not to truſt in the onely inkoꝛmation of ſtrangers: 
No he is not wyſe, that is ſo hardy to do all thynges by 
his owne ſemynge and opinion. And he is but a ſymple 
; perſone, that wyll do all thynge after the opinion of ſtran- 
gers. And in theſe poyntes the emperour Marcus had a 
good teſpecte to kepe them: Jn walkynge good reſt, Jn 
ſpeakynge great cloquence, in eatynge good temperance: 
In aunſwerynge greate ſubtiltie: Jn his ſentences and 
determynations great grauitie. Ind therfoze in this caſe 
ofmariage he was ful of grauitie tyl he was therin deter⸗ 
mpned. Ind this only came not of hym, but of other, wha 
they came to pzay hym . Jt befell that in a fcaſt of the god 
Janus, the emperour goynge to the campe of Mars vp- 
: pon a luſty hozs fyers aud flyngynge, he mette lo rudelp 
with a trũpettour, that courſed as a knyght vpon a hors, 
that with the ſtroke of metyng the trumpetour was oucr 
th:owen with his hozſe, ſo that he was lapne, and them⸗ 
pcrours hozſe legge bꝛoken, and his owne fote hurte, and 
his arme out of toynte. Do-greately encreaced his hurte, 
that he was in perylle, Italye in heupnes, and all Rome 
was in doubte of his lyfe.And bycauſe a fewe dayes afoze 
that he had communication of a mariage fo2 his thyzde 


doughter, named Mattina foz the determination that he 
ſhulde haue made the ſame dap, greate ſuite was made to 
hym.But foz the greate peyn of his arme, and the bloude 
that was congeled in his bodye, and the anguyllſhe that 
was at his harte, as foz the demaunde that was offered 


hym, he deferred the aunſwere tylle an other * 
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v 1 whiche dape commen, in open preſence he ſayde in this derte 
s manier. that i 
1 ̃ is, ye 
¶ what the emperour Marcus ſayde to the fa⸗ | thes, 

; ther of ayonge man that wolde marye ' marie 

one of his doughters.Cap1.rimn. tes of 

mong 


Ftentimes J haue ſene in other, and haue pꝛo ſodayt 
ued by experience, that the lmalle conſiderati⸗ derſta 
on paſſed, and the great acceleration in buſp⸗ countt 
neſſes nowe pꝛeſent, maketh great inconuent⸗ and ta 
| ences in time to come,onles that at that point ages, 
? the thynge be commytted to the vertue of lame wyſe per- the me 
ſone, rather than to his owne ſolc opinion. Neuer the les and an 

inthe caſe of mariage though the father be wile, yet with den vp 

out the opinion of an other he ought not to determyn him thy of o 

lyght:lyfoꝛ enuyous fortune, thoughe ſhe ſhewe her ſelfe opinior 

ſamwhat frowarde in al thynges,yet in this caſe of mart-| one opt 

age, ſhe ouerthzoweth moze than in al the other. He that] foz all t. 

wyll ſpeake of mariage, oughte to entre into his owne ſe Mp fre 

cretenes, and to thynke pꝛofoundly theron,as of a thinge in lawe, 

that al his welthe lyethe in, his credence, his lyfe, his ho⸗ the com 

nour, his good fame, the reſte of his owne perlonne, and} in ſo pil 

his fleſhe, whiche is his chylde. Jam of opinion, that ii not amo 

all wiſe men were molten in a fournayes, they coude not philoſox 

gyue one good counſell to make a martage:And wolde ye} amonge 

| that J, whiche am ſimple ,ſhulde do it lyghtly by my ſell⸗ that att 

' Truely therin behoueth rype and ſad counſell. Foz ones] vayne th 

# fallen in to the peryll therof,none may haue remedy with⸗ dempne 

oute greatter perylle. The renowmed Marcus Poꝛtius, ] alowe ts 

whole lyuynge was a my2rour in his dayes,and his woz-F folye. Tl 

des and councels remapne foʒ a temembꝛance, ſayd open-Flowpnge 

ly in the ſenate: O noble fathers and happy people,bp many ha 

ecre 
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this decrees openly pꝛoclaymed in places accuſtomed, J know 
that ina counſel and ſenate ye oꝛdeyned thre thinges,that 
tis, ye bndertoke to make a newe warre agaynlte the Par⸗ 
| thes, to continue the enmitie agaynſt the Peniens,and to 
matie. v. hundred matrones of Rome, to. v. C. knygh⸗ 
tes of Mautitanie. Ind certaynely J am abaſhed, that a⸗ 
monge wyſe men lo hygh affapres ſhulde be ſo ſoone and 
p20 ſodaynelp concluded and determined. To ſaciſfie myn vn⸗ 
rati⸗ derſtandynge, and fo: the good wylle that J owe to the 
ulp⸗ countrey, { ſhall ſaye one woꝛde, that is, to begyn warte 
ent-! and to purſue hatred and yll wyll, and to conclude mart- 
oint* ages, In theſe cauſes a man ought to alke councell of all 
per- the men of the wozlde,and al the goddis ought to cozrecte 
e les and amende it, Ind. rx. M. counſaylynges wolde be hol- 
with den vpon eche of theſe thynges . Theſe wozdes were woz 
him chy of great recommendation. Foz one thynge by dyuers 
ſelfe opinions ought to be determyned: But many thinges by 
1art- one opinion oughte not to be determyned , And if this be 
that fo: all thinges, it ſerueth then moſt ſpecially in mariages, 
My fredes,ye ſay, that he that offreth him to be my ſonne 
inge in lawe, is greatly deſyted loued and wel named amonge 
 ho-} the common people. To ſell ſuche marchandyſe, ſet it not 
and! in ſo yll a ſhewe. Thecredence of an honeſt manne lyeth 
jat if} not amonge the common voyce of the people, but amonge 
e not philoſophers : not amonge many, but amonge fewe : not 
de ye amonge howe many, but what they be. ye know your ſelfe 
ſelf?F that at this houre all that the commons thynke is but a 
ones] vayne thynge : that they pꝛayſe is falſe : that they con- 
vith⸗ dempne is good, that they appꝛoue is nought, that they 
ius alowe is ſhamefull : and finally al that they laude, is but 
w0?-F folye.They? pꝛayſinge beginneth with lyghtnes, their fo- 
pen-Flowpnge without o2der, and it endeth with furie , O how 
y theſ many haue J ſene in Italye lpke the lies of wyne caſt out 
trees G ok the 
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of the ſenate, and after put as fyre bꝛondes oftauernes in 


Nome, by whole opinions the comon welth is gouerned, 
and with great lyghtnes men put downe, and with no les 


Iyghtnes exalted agayne . Beholde here, that the wozkes +» 


of the people ate holden in mockage with wyſe men: and 
that that is agreed amonge theym, is eſtemed but toz va- 
nities with wiſe men: Foꝛ that that is meale with philoſo 
phers, is caten but foz bꝛanne and chat with ſymple folk: 
and contratye wiſe the meale of the ſymple, is but bzanne 
t chaffe amonge wiſe men: Ot all that our pꝛedeceſſours 


haue ſyfted in theſe dayes the chyldren of vanytye worke 


thereafter, fo: they wyll be deſyred, and hate to be hated, 
All ſuche holdeth a gencrail rule, that cucry man that de⸗ 


ſyteth to be beloued of cucry man opculye, can not eſcape 


fro dyucrs ſecrete fautes. Shall J tel you who is beſt bez 


loucd nowe adayes 7 Then harken to me, and J wyl tell 


vou, as moch as it toucheth, to whom it may touch,hurte 
who it may hurte, fele it who that may felc it. The people 
loueth hym, that can diſſimule with them that be nought, 
and enuious of theym that be good, and luche as fauour 
Ivers and ſetteth trouth aſyde, and ſuche as accompant- 
eth with mankyllers and murtherers, and to be ſcrucdof 
theues, and fauoureth quatellers, and purſueth ſuche as 
be pcaſible,dclyucrethe offenders, and ſleethe innocentes, 
renometh them that be ſhamcfull,and ſhameth them that 
be of good fame: Finally he his moſt ſet by,y putteth them 
that be good fro hym,and is the moſt vayne among them 
that be vayne, Certaynely there is greate luſpection to [ct 
hym amonge wyſe men, that is allowed of all folcs. And 
the reaſon therof is, that the commons lyghtly loue none 
but men that with malyce refrayneth them that be vertu- 
ous, and letteth the rayne llyppe to them that be vicious, 
Truely wyle men haue hym as luſpect that the 1 

delire, 
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deſyre, whiche wyl not be deſpleaſed with his yl doinges. 
O howe often tymes doth the goddis permytte the ambi⸗ 
ctous man in honours, that pꝛocuteth to do yll many dais 


without Juſtice, and doth not beholde the ſodayne hole 


loſſe chcrof with ſhame: Than take this woꝛde of me, that 
in the multitude of men there are fewe to be pꝛayſed, and 
many to be repzeued, 


¶ Howe a ſon in lawe oughte to be wel eramined er he be 
accepted tohis purpole.ca.rit, 


Obe to come to our particular purpoſe, ye a- 
monge you do pꝛayſe this yonge man, and yf 
> 7 his wcrkes be as your wozdes, ye ſhoulde not 
onely ſay, that he hath metited to be my ſonne 
iin lawe, but rather meritcth to be onelye inhe⸗ 
titout of the hole empire. And therfoze Þ wolde wytte of 
you, wherof you can praiſe this your kynſeman,that ther 
be no contrarytie betwene his werkes and your wozdes, 
Jfhebe ruſticall, it abateth hym ſoze : if he be of hyghe 
blode, he wyll be p2eſumptuous :tf he be ryche, he wylle 
gyue hym to victouſnes:ifhe be poze, he wyl be couetous: 
if he be valiant, he wyll be oucrbolde : yfhe be a coward 
he is defamed : it he be a greate ſpeaker, he ſhall be a lyet: 
ik he be to lyttelle a ſpeaker, he ſhall be noted as vnwyſe: 
pk he be faire, he wylle be coueted : it he be foule, he wylle 
be tclous . Than ik he be quite of all theſe, Þ ſwere to you 
that Þ wyll gyue hym my doughter Matrine with all my 
hart. I do not ſay this vnto you, bicauſe J ſuppoſe any yl 
in your kynsman: but to thentent that ye ſhulde thynke, 
that J ſay it accoꝛdynge to my naturalite. Ind than ſythe 
I ſay it not agaynſt your credence,foz the knowelege that 
pe haue of him miſtake not mp lulſpection, = that now 
(ll, ore 
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hole ignoꝛant of this yonge mans lyuynge. Ind J wyll ſomany pi 
not, that ye ſhulde thynke, that the chylde my doughter, tent them 


j\ | that hath ben bzought vp in ſo great vertu in my palays, vs , if it be. 
ſhulde be maricd to this pong man foz the only fame that The ſonne 
= he hath amonge the people. © howe often haue J lene in Rellhe of tk 


out tyme nowe, and haue redde ofthe wozlde paſſed, the theym: ani 
whiche as nowe by commandement of the goddis, at an ſons that i 
| other tyme by they? yll woꝛkes haue deſcrued hit, at an o⸗ koucheth tl 
1 ther tyme by they: ſorowfull deſtenies haue permitted it, nes of Kor 
| wenynge foz to bzynge ſonnes in lawe in to they: howſe, | one great 
haue bꝛought in a hell: Jn ſtede of wiſe and faire dough- med thzouc 
4 ters, haue recouered adders : An ſckynge ſonnes, haue ned to they 
q 5 founde balilicke ſerpentes : In byenge of blouddde,poy- nocentes, t 
| ſon delyuered : Jn ſekynge frendes, they haue founde en- And that it 
nempyes : Fn demaundyng honour,ſhame hath be gyuen: |peius, of S 
and finally in marienge they: chyldzen, wenynge to haus 
Iyued meryly, the ſozowfull fathers haue had euplle lyfe 
10 and a woꝛs dethe. Ind in caſe that ſuche ought to be mo⸗ 
ol ued moze ofthem that be toyous,than they that ben ſozye 
| of them that bene toyous : as well oughte we to appꝛoue 
the iuſte chaſtiſement of the tuſte goddes, by the vnuſte 
wozkes done to iuſte men. Fo: he deſerueth great chaſtiſc- 
ment, that with ferefull hardynes as a foole determyneth 
hym ſelfe in hygh and difficult thinges with ſodayn coun 
ſell. And therfoꝛe my frendes, if ye be vertuous, be not a- 
Si baſhed of that that J ſaye, noz take the examination that 
a IJ make in a ſlaunder : If J take this yonge man to be 
1 iy ſonne, to be ſonne in lawe to Fauſtyne my wyfe , huſ- 
* 
Z 


bande to mp doughter Matryne, bꝛoder to Comodus the 

e pꝛince, felowe to them of the ſenate, kynſman to my kins⸗ 
(al) folke, and loꝛde of my ſeruantes : It is reaſon, that ſuche 
Ak, a robe oughte well to be regarded, ſyth that ſo many pcr- 

5 ſons multe weare the lpucrap therof. The garmente os 
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11 ſomany perſons muſt weare, muſte be wyſely cut to con⸗ * 
r, tent them all. We le naturally many thynges noyfulle to . 
3, vg, ik it be nete vs, and yet not doinaqgeable to vs ferre of. "Wi. 
it The ſonnt with his ſhynynge beames dothe patche the N 
n fleſſhe of the people of Ethiope, bycauſe hit is nere vnto a 


je theym: and contrary wyſe it dooth noo grefe to theyt per- 
n ſons that inhabyte in the ende of Europe : fo bycauſe hit 
3: toucheth theym a ferre ok. There haue bene dyuers ſon⸗ 
t, nes ot Rome, whiche beynge in ſtraunge countreys, haue 
| one greate p2ofite to the common welthe, and no leſſe fa⸗ 
med thzoughout the worlde, whiche after they were retur 
je ned to theyz owne houſes, haue ſpylte moze bloudde of in⸗ þ 
2- Nocentes, than they had done before of the Barbatiens. 
1- And that it is ſothe demaunde of Julius Celar, of Pom- | 
1; peius, of Sylla, of Marius, of Caſius,of Catilina, and 
18 pk Lypulus, of Octauius , and Marcus Anthomus , of 
fe Caligula and of Nero, of Othus and Domittanus, 
And as I ſaye of ſoo ſmall a nombze of baſtarde chyldzen 
xe chat helde Rome, Þ mape (aye of dyucrs other tyraun- 
ie Nes bꝛoughte vppe in Italye. Beleue me in one thynge, 
tc All that is agreable to vs abꝛode, agreethe not to vs pt 
Ne bꝛynge them in tothe howſe. Foz there goth many thin 
h es betwene the entreatynge of a man in wozdes , and to 
elonge conuerſant with hymn wozkes, Lyttell nedeth 
umapne ignoꝛance foꝛ to begyle an other, and pet leſſe to 
begyled of many an other. with a incke viſage, [wete 
des in the tongue, good delyberation in the perſone, 
mperauce in the wozde, cucry one map begyle an other 
we adayes: and by ſhꝛeudenes and mal yte, is begiled 
ſelfe. I ſay to you, I beinge a yonge man knewe the 
mous ozatour Taurin pꝛopole dyuers tymes in the le- 
t: And on a day he ſpake foz a Romayn matron, which 


ulde haue maryed an honeſt doughter of hers to a may⸗ 
G. lil. ſter 
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ſtcr ofhozſes, by lemynge a Romayne, and not very well ned wi 
appoynted : Ind amonge other woꝛdes he layde : O no⸗ good c 


ble fathers, O happy people, commande not that thynge 13 pꝛdy 
that afterwarde ye wolde were not commaunded: An yll 7 


mariage is lyke as he that ſhoteth a pellet of duſte, it hur⸗ 
teth hym that it toucheth, and blyndethe them that ſtande lectete, 
nerte. Sothelye thele were hie woꝛdes, and the compati⸗ Lech it is 
ſon well vnderſtonden conteyneth in it ſentences of gra- | not log 
uitie. It is manyfeſt to all men, that an ylle ſonne in lawe | aud fayt 
is the deathe of the wyfe that hath hym, ſhame to the fren A186 
des that p:ocured it, and at the laſte an yll ende foꝛ hym | er ſatio 
ſelke, and foꝛ his father that offered it. Thanne by all theſe die, we h. 
thynges that J haue ſayde, ye may vnderſtonde what J | beinge u 
thinke in this mariage. His layinges thus ended, the Se | Ina ſhozt 
nate was greatly editied therewith, and the knyghtes, | Peoude a; 
kynsfolke to this yonge man, grately abaſhed: and Fau | deptiued 
ſtin the empꝛeſſe ſoze confuſed, foꝛ by het introduction, the good em 
matter was moued, + howe this martage fayled, the hiſto- his cuſton 


tiens wzite not, whom we haue folowed in this werke. ly he wold 
Hulders c 


any thing 


2ed al noble exercy 
How Marke themperour fauozed al noble erercyſes, and}, * | that 


hated trewandes and fooles.ca.xiui. 
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| LY Be vertues of this good emperour, and the 
anowlege of ſciences, the wozthines in armes, 
Toy and the purenes of his lyuynge, cauſed hym 
to be named among the famous me of Rome: 
The gentylle conuerſation that he had with euerye man, 
made hym to be renowmed amonge the woꝛthyeſte ot all 
the wozlde, the thinge mooſte agreable without repzeh 
cion of the greateſt, meane,and leaſte is, that a loꝛde an 
pʒwuce of manp, to be communicable and conuerſant wi 
many. All the good werkes of good men map be condemn 
n 


amonge ch 
with them 
lowes: A b 
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11 ned with the yll intentions of them that be ylle: But the 
a: | good condicions haue ſuch a pꝛiuilege, that of yl the good 
ge ia pzayſed, and the good appꝛoueth the yll. In a mans ly⸗ 
M14 unge there is none ſo great a vyce, but by good conuerſa 

tion it is couered and hid: And contrary wiſe no cryme is 
de ſecrete, but with yll conuerſation, at the tyme that it hur⸗ 

tcth it is moe openly knowen. Of two extremities hit ts 
not lo greuous to the common welthe, a man to be weake 
we aud faynt in lecretenes, x of gentyll conuerſation abzode, 

as it is of hym that is ſecrete, and is rude and of yll con- 

| uerfation opely. Dyuers not being of good oꝛder x poly- 
tie, we haue ſene coucrſant a gret whyle in Rome, only foz 
7 beinge wel condicioned. And many mo we haue ſene, that 
Se ma ſho:ztc whyic after they were put in office, haue ben ſo 

pꝛoude and haſty in theyz condicions, that they haue bene 
depriued from they: offices. Ind this we ſay bycauſe this 
good empetout was ſo toyous of viſage, ſoo ampable in 
to: [91S cuſtomes, ſoo louynge in his conuetſation, that lyght⸗ 
. ly he wolde caſte his armes aboute the necke and on the 
* Iſhulders of them, and take them by the handes , that had 
any thinge to doo with him. The pozters ſhulde not lette 
them that wolde accompany hym in the palays : no2 his 
garde was not ſo hardy to put a backe ſuch as wold ſpeke 
with hym in the feldes. In all his aeges he applyed to 
that that cucry age gaue hym by nature: Ye was a childe 
amonge children: yonge amonge yonge folkes: woꝛldely 
with them that were woꝛldly: good felowe with good ke⸗ 
lowes : A baron among barons : Hardy with hardy men: 
nd finallic olde with olde menne.Ye was wonte to lape, 
han any in his pꝛeſence that were ponge and not welle 
ught in their language, geſted at the debilitte of acge, 
vi zoloe mẽ at the foly of youth : Leaue them ſith they leue 
em Nu. Many tymes of wile yonge men cometh olde w_ - 
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And of yonge fooles cuſtomably cometh wiſe olde men. ofte tyn 
Naturalyte at the laſte maketh all thynge in kynde. As of at the t. 
greatte debilitie we canne drawe but [malle ſtrengthe,by | theſe co! 
our naturalitie we may foꝛ a tyme reſiſte it, but not vtter⸗ and pet 
ly mayſter it. I am ſoꝛe abaſhed that ſome that wyll beſo | and gc 
loꝛdely and valiant in vertues,and ſo hygh mynded, that | great va 
they wyll make vs beleue that they lyuinge in the fleſge, } ofempet 
x beinge of ftelhe, onely fele not the fleſhe. can not telle, his neue 
yf nature hath made other ol an other nature than J am gayne, C 
of, 02 me of an other nature thanne other be foz J beinge | comc ag. 
neuer lo kaſte incloſed in the ſwete conuerſation of philo- taly, In 
ſophy, yea in the beſte tyme, this falſe fleſſhe wolde calle | handes a 
atte the gate with his noughtye fleſhe, The mozethat | ended, I} 
we teyſe and cralte vs with ſcience and gette lyberties, | with gree 
the moꝛe lower we doo putte the fleſſhe with her myle- | the moth 
ries . Beleue me one thynge, that if a tree beareth not in | cred pꝛiſte 
P2ymetyme his flowers, we hope not to haue the fruite | theſe mint 
in harueſte ripe: and a ponge man that hathe not paſſed | and contr 
his youthe with ponge people, we haue noo hope that he done the ſ. 
chulde paſſe is age with olde men. And as we may reſyſte with foꝛce 
our naturalitie and not cleane to fozdoo it, thole fathers der in fauc 
erre, that are ſo extremely affectioned, to haue theyʒ chyl⸗ parte then 
dren to begynne as olde men, whervpon it foloweth, that | monge the 
they ende as yonge. This emperour was ſoo wyſe in all pynges, th 
thynges, that amonge them that were merye, he was ol to wayllyn 
great myꝛthe: And in verittes he was very veritable: In this furie o 
his paſtimes he was greattely temperate, and alouer of ] bours of N 
muſlike, ſpecially in good voyce and inſtrumentes, and} {tgence to 
ſooʒe diſpleaſed if he harde any diſcozde therin , Be pal-] of Rome, at 
ſed moſt of his youthe in lernyfige of ſciences . Whan he be chaſtiſed 
came to mannes ſtate, he exerciſed feates of knyghthode: ple of all the 
he loued diſciplyne and not of adulation. He was apt and} and comma 
happyc in arines, but yet in rydinge of hoſes he — them foz eu 
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ofte tymes yll happe. In his yonge age he delyted to play 
at the tennys , and at the cheſſe in his aege. He loued not 
theſe counterfaitynge players of farces and mummeries, 
and pet leſſe trewandes that ben naturall fooles, iuglers 
and geſters foꝛ pleaſure. The players and geſters ſuffred 
great varietie in the empire, accoꝛdynge to the dtucrſitie 
of emperouts. Julius Celat ſuſteyned theym, Octauian 
his neue we dꝛoue them awaye, Caligula called theym a- 
gayne, Crucll Nero banyſhed them, Nerua made theym 
comte agayne, Good Traian banyſhed them oute of al J- 
taly, Anthony pius bꝛought them in ageyne: And by the 
handes of this good emperour Marcus Aurelius, they 
ended. Ind the occaſion was, the Komayns dyd celebzate 
with great toye the. iii. daye of Maye the great feaſte of 
the mother Berecynte, mother of all the goddis. The ſa⸗ 
cred pꝛiſtes flamines diales, wolde haue bꝛought thither 
theſe minſtrelles tuglers and geſters fo to retoyce þ feaſt, 
and contrary wiſe the holy nunnes veſtales , wolde haue 
done the ſame, ſo that variaunce felle betwene them, ſome 
with foꝛce, and ſome with reliſtence, and ſome ranne thy- 
der in fauouringe of both parties, and not a fewer to de- 
parte them. The cruell and greatte noyſe of laughter a⸗ 
monge them was ſuche, that it tourned the feaſte to we- 
pynges, the pleaſures into ſoꝛowes, and theyz ſonges in⸗ 
to wayllynges. This good emperout labouted to peaſe 
this furic ofthe people, and to ſette peace among the nep⸗ 

bours of Rome. Whan all was done he made curious dt- 

ugence to ſerche out all the players, iuglers, and ieſtours 

of Rome, and in all the circuite of Italy, that they might 

be chaſtiſed, and Rome delyucred of them. And foꝛ eram⸗ 


ple of all the woꝛlde he ſente theym to the gate of Hoſtie, 


and commaunded to ſet theym in Galtes, and to banyſſhe 
them koz euer into the ples of Hillel 4 whiche was ac⸗ 
J coms 
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complyſhed as the emperour commaunded . And fro that 
daye was neuer ſene at Rome iugler no2 teſter, as longe 
as themperour lyued. But it paſſed not two peres after 
his deathe,but they retourned, whan his ſonne hadde the 
rule. And crcepte the bokes doo Ipe, there was in Nome 
greatter nombze of fooles than of wile men. 


C Ot the good conucrſation of this emperour 
Marcus Autelius. Tap. rv. 


had totrewandes, teuclets, getters, tuglers, 
geſters, and ſuch othet: Nowe wpl we lpeke 
of his laudable exerciſes of theym that came 

2 Ito hym. To be welle condictoned, the malyce 
of mankynde is ſo great, that as good men ate bounde to 
regard the yll, ſo do they that be yl regarde to diſttoye the 
good. The trace of vertu is as good in good thingis with 
them » be good, as the vice à diſhoneſtte of euyl folkes is 
in euyl thinges. What greatter coꝛꝛuption in this wozld 
may be, than a vertuous perſone fo: one wozke of vertue 
can not fynde one to helpe hym to wozke it, aud whan he 
alone hath wꝛought it, there commethe tenne thowlande 
to gayncſape hym: The greatteſte goodneſſe of all good⸗ 
neſſe is whan tyzannies ar put vnder by vertues acquy- 
red: 02 to fynde remedy agaynſte accuſtomed vices with 
good inclynations. Ind the greatteſte euyll of all euylles 
is whan a perſone fo:gettethe that he is a man, puttynge 
reaſon vnder fote, ſtraining his hand agaynſt vertu, and 
letteth vice rule the bꝛidle. This emperour M. Aurel. ſu 
ſteyned in his lyfe great glozte in the eſchewynge the vil- 
lany of vyllaynes: no leſſe merited he (mmoztal memo 


NE haue ſayd of the hatred that this emperout 
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in ſuffetynge dyuers diſhoneſtyes in the execution ww | 
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bertues. An bnfallibe reule hit is amonge the chyldzen 
of vanitie, to chylde the vices of theym that be vycyous , 
And the vertues welle incoꝛpoꝛate nouryſſhe many en- 
uyous. They that be plle, benne alwayes double ylle, by⸗ 
cauſe they beate armour defenſyue to defende they: owne 
puelles : and armes offenſyue to aſſayle the good ma- 
ners of other. The trowthe is, if good menne be dyly⸗ 
gente to ſceke other that be good, no leſſe oughte they foz 
to hyde theym from theym that be ylle: foꝛ a good manne 
with one fynger hathe power ouer all theym that be ver⸗ 
tuous, but foz to withſtande one ylle perſonne, he hathe 
nede of handes feete and frendes . Ind thoughe foztune 
be ylle to good menne, they? owne p2opze fame ſhall be 
ſpente as of ſtraungicrs . This good emperoure was 
ſtronge in vertue, meeke in wozdes, attemperate in his 
exercyſes, homely with euery man, ſadde amonge ſadde 
men, haſty amonge haity men, Mery with mery men, and 
wiſe amonge wiſe men, as it is conuenable foꝛ a curious 
pꝛince to be. And whan theſe are appꝛoued in the lawe of 
good men by clere vnderſtandynge, as well ſhall they be 
condempned by theym that haue ylle intenctons. Thanne 
as the cooles canne not be in the embꝛes without ſparkis, 
no; co:ruption of the cation withoute ſtenehe:no moꝛe can 
he that hath a hole and clerc herte be, without intoꝛſynge 
hym to vtter louynge woꝛdes: And he that hathe an ylle 
hatte, al wapes ouercommeth other with wozdes of ma⸗ 
lyce. Foz it is certayne, fo2 a ſmall ſeaſone the louer mape 
abſteyne his loue, and pette leſſe tyme the payne of hym, 
that is payned with loue hydde. The ſoꝛowfulle ſyghes 
ſhewe the hurte of the herte, and the malicious woꝛdes di⸗ 
ſcouer the yll of the harte. we haue ſayde all this bycauſe 
that the bountie of this good Emperoure Marcus Au⸗ 


telius (et all His top and glad nes in them that were good, 
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and bewayled theym that were ylle , And as in ſemblable 
thynges the woꝛthy men ſhewe theit woꝛthynes, and wiſe 
men their wiſcdome, beynge vertuous in wozkynge and 
wiſe in knowlegyng, were very wiſe in diſſimulyng. One 
ofthe vertues that a wiſe man ought to haue ( wherin he 
(hall be knowen as wyſe) is that he can ſuffre well. Foz a 
mi that can ſuffre wel, was neucr but wile # wel manerd, 
and therwith to ſuffre the vertuc ofyll buſines is a thyng 
teaſonable of all rcaſonables beſtes, and of them that be 
good very good. And by contrarye wiſe the man that can 
not well ſuffre, though it be in very tuſte thinges, hopeth 
not to be well treated . And lykewyſe as this cinperour 
Marcus in all vertues hathe ben egall with all the empe⸗ 
rours of Rome that haue benne, Jn this vertue ok ſuffe- 
raunce he hath ſurmouuted all them of the wozld. Ye was 
wont to ſay many tymes: J haue not attayned to the em- 
pire by the ſciẽces that J haue lerntd of the phyloſophers, 
but by the pactence that J haue had with them that were 
frowarde and not lerned . And this ſemeth to be true: foz 
oftentymes this emperour beynge with the Senate at 
Colliſce, 02 the Senate with hym in the hyghe Capitoll, 
he ſeynge in his pꝛeſence dyuers that pꝛayſed hym, and 
other that in his abſence amonge the people blamed hym 
and rebuked hym his attemperaunce yet was fo greatte, 
and ſhewed hym ſelfe fo 11ſt with one and other, that ney- 
ther his frendes that agreed with him that were ſoꝛowful, 
noꝛhis ennemies fo2 any diſfauour went away complap⸗ 
nynge and anaryc, 


¶ Oft the feaſte that the Nomapnes kepte to the god 
Jano in Nome, and what chaunced to the 
ſayde emperour there, Cap. x vi. 
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PMonge the ſolempne feaſtes, that the aunct- 
ent Homaynes hadde inuented, was one of 
JAY 0 the god Janus, kepte the fy:ſte daye of the 
rere, whiche as nowe is the kyzſte daye of Ja⸗ 
— nmnpuetr: He was paynted with two faccs, to 
ſhewe that it was the laſt day of the pere paſſed, and the 
begynnynge of the newe pere. To this god was dedycate 
a ſumptuous temple in Rome, whiche Temple Numa 
Pompilius called the temple of peace. And except the tem 
ple of Jupiter, it was holden in mooſte reuerence of all o⸗ 
ther. Whan the Romayne emperours wente oz came to 
Nome to viſite the high capitoll, and the veſtall virgins, 
foʒth with they wente to pzay, woꝛſhyp, and to offre at the 
temple of Janus. The day of celebꝛation ofthe ſayd feaſt 
all Rome retoyced, and put on them the beſte clothes that 
they had, bꝛennynge greatte iyghtes in euery hous , and 
made many playes of interludes ot geſtes and tugiyng,x4 
watched al nyght in the temples, 4 delyucred al the pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners that were in puſon fo2 debt, # paide the debtes with 
the common treaſour. They had tables with mete befoze 
their doozes in ſuche haboundance,that moze was left tha 
eaten, whcrwith all the pooze folkes in Rome were rele- 
ued. The Romayns thought, that what ſo euer they ſpete 
that daye, that the god Jano (whiche was god of tymes ) 
wolde rewarde them double. The Komapynes ſatde, that 
thts god Janus was not vnkynde and a nygarde, koz 
if they ſpent a lytteil he wolde recompence theym with a 
great deale. At this feaſte was made great pꝛoceſſions, 
cuery ſozte of people by them ſelfe, the ſenate went a part, 
the pꝛieſtes apatte, The Cenſozes a parte, the plebepens 
a parte, The matrones and ponge maydens by them ſelk, 
and the ambaſſadours went in pꝛoceſſion with al che cap- 
tiues and pziloners, Thus they went euer two and two: 


the 
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the ende of one company was the beginnyng ofan other, 
And thus out of the temple of Janus, they wente aboute 
all the temples ol Rome, and ſoo out of Pozte latine into 
the feldes, and rounde aboute the walles of Rome. And 
bycauſe the circutte of Rome was greatte, the pꝛoceſſions 
went but from one gate to an othet, ſo that toward night 
al the pꝛoceſſions of Nome had gone eucrychone in their 
company aboute : Ind that done they retourned all into 
the temple that they came out of, and there offred echeone 
as they myght. And in the ſayd pꝛoceſſions it was of cu- 
ſtome, that the emperouts went accompanied with the ſe⸗ 
natours: but this good einperout was ſo fampylier , that 
he wolde honour and accompany euery man. It was ac- 
cuſtomed in Rome, that the ſayde day themperour ſhulde 
weare on his robe, and mantelle imperiall: And all pꝛiſo⸗ 
ners and captiucs that myght touch hym with their had, 
were delyuerd,x al treſpaſſours were pardoned, and bant- 
hed folke were foꝛgiuen, and called agayn. Ind this em- 
pcrour to vſe his clemency, and to leaue after hym perpe- 
tuall memozy, lefte the pꝛoceſſion of ſenatours,and with- 
out any gard went the pꝛoceſſion with pꝛiſoners and cap- 
tiues. The whiche doinge was occaſion to leaue behynde 
hym perpetuall memozy ot him ſelfe, and great example 
of clemencie and lowlynes to pzinces fo2 to come . Howe 
be it there is nothynge ſo well done of them that be good, 
but fo:th with it ſhalbe conttaried of them that be yl: Ind 
thertoze this example was (oo moche diſpꝛaiſed of theym 
that were yll, as pꝛayſed and allowed of theym that were 
good. And in lykewiſe as among them that be good there 
is one noted to be pute good, ſo amonge them that be yll, 
there is one noted to be right ylle. And that woꝛſe is, that 
the vertuous perſon eſtemeth not the glozie of his vertue 
ſo gret, as the malitious perſon by his malpce is re 
18 
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{This is ſayde bycauſe there was a ſenatour in the ſenate 
named Fuluius, whiche was as blacke by his malyce, as 
white by his heates. He labouted ſoʒe in the dapes of A⸗ 
dꝛian to haue bene cmpcrour, and had Marcus alwapes 
as competitout. Ind as it is a natutal thing to them that 
haue yll hartes to ſhewe they: malice in ſmall thinges, ſo 
this empetout dyd neuer good thinge openlye, but this 
Fuluius wolde groudge therat ſecretly. Ind though this 
emperour was greatly pꝛayſed foz the delyuerynge of pꝛy- 
ſoners, yet the ſayd ſenatour coude not haue the pꝛudence 
fo: to ſuſtre it, and ſoo parte in mockery, and parte in er⸗ 
neſt he ſayde theſe woꝛdes to the ein perout in the ſenate: 
Why gyueſt thou thy ſelke to all men:! 


¶ Þowe Marcus the empetout aunſwered a ſena⸗ 
tout in the ſcnate. Cap. rvi, 


He emperour Marcus Aur. heringe what the 

ſenatoꝛ had ſayde to hym in the pꝛeſence of the 
ſenatours, that is to wit, Wherfoze he gaue 
phym to all men, He anſ wered: Frende J giue 
me to all men, bycauſe all men gyue them to me, and are 
glad of me. Beleue me, that ouer great rigour in a p2ince 
cauſcth hatred of the people: The goddis wyll not,no2 the 
lawes permit not, no2 the agremente of the comon welthe 
wyl not ſuffre, Þ pꝛiucis be loꝛdes ouer many, a to accom⸗ 
pany but with a fewe. Þ haue redde in bokes, ⁊ haue pꝛo⸗ 
ued it by my ſelfe, that the loue of ſubiectes, the ſurctie of 
the punce, the diquitie ofthempire, and the honour of the 
Senate,do conſerue the pzince,not with rtgour, but with 
gentyll conuerſation. The fyſher goth not to take dyucrs 
kyſhes of the riucr with one baite, noꝛ p mariner with one 
nette entrethe in to the ſee, J pzompyle you the depenes of 
good 
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good wylles oughte to be wonne with the depenes of the 
harte, ſoine with gyftes,ſome with woꝛdes, ſome with p20 
myſes, and ſome with fauours. The inſaciate couetous 
men are neuer contente, no2 wyll open their affection, but 
locke vp they: treaſours. And ſuch as ſerueth fo2 loue, ar 
leſſe content with openyng of they: treaſure, than locking 
vp their wylles . Itis an olde pꝛouetbe of Pythagozas : 
Loue is payd with other loue. O how yl foztune it is to a 
punce, + how vnhappy it is to acomon welth, wha the pe 
ple ſetue not their loꝛdes but fo: rewardes, ⁊ the loꝛdes to 
kepe# mainteyne them, but foz their ſeruice. with diuers 
ſtones à one cyment buyldyng is reyſed, and of diuers me 
and one loꝛde is compoled a common welthe. And if geo- 
metrie begyle me not, the moꝛter that ioynethe one ſtotie 
with an other, oughte to be medled with ſand and \lecked 
lyme by reſon. Separate the ſtones, and the wal openeth, 
and let the cyment fayle, aud the edifice talleth. He that is 
wiſe, may well vnderſtande me. Loue betwene neybours 
ſufferith to be mytigate with water: but hit is requiſyte, 
that the loue of the pzince and his people be pure . Dy- 
ucrs trowbles , and atte dyuers tymes J haue ſcene a- 
monge the common people of Rome in one daye moued x 
appeaſed: but one diſcoꝛde reyſed betwene the loꝛde and 
the common welthe, vnto the dethe is neuer accozded. Jt 
is a difficile thynge to make appoyntment of many with 
many, and moꝛe difficile to accoꝛde one with an nother. 
But without compariſon moe harder it is to appoynt di⸗ 
uers with one, than one with dyuers. And in this caſe J 
wyl not ſaue the punce no2 leue the people vncondepned, 
Fro whens as ye think cometh it now a days, that loꝛdis 
with annoyance commaunde vniuſte thinges, and in 1uſt 
thynges the ſubiectes are vnobedient? Nowe here me x 
F (yall tell you, The pzince doinge a thinge in dede , and 
no 
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not of righte, will confounde the will of euery manne and 
beleue his owne vnderſtandynge, and drawe of him ſelfe 
and all other his onely wyl. Contrary wiſe, the multitude 
ok the people diſprayſynge they; loꝛdes vnderſtondynge, 
do as they wyl: not as all wyll, but as euery manne delt- 
reth hym ſelfe . Of trouth it ts a greuous thing, although 
it be greately accuſtomed, to wyll that all gounes ſhulde 
be mete fo2 one man, and that one mans harnes ſhulde be 
mete to atme all men. Than what ſhall we do that our fa 
thers haue lefte thus in the woꝛlde a alſo we hold that we 
be they: chyldren, and that wozſe is, we leaue the ſame to 
out heites? O howe many pzincis of my predeceſſours, 
J haue tedde of, that haue bene loſte in ſhewynge theym 
ſelfe ouet ſtraunge, and beloued or none! J wyll tell you 
of ſome of theym foz examples, that J haue redde in my 
bokes, to thintent that pꝛyncis map ſee what they wynne 
by amiable conuerſation, and what they loſe by ouermoch 
ſtraungenes . In the realme of Aſſiens greatter in armes 
than the Caldeens, and leſſe in aduantage and antiquitie 
than the Iſſiriens : One maner forme of kynges endured 
amonge them, CC. and. xx. yeres, by reaſon they were of 
lowable conuerſation. And an nother fourme and maner 
(as Homer ſayth)laſted but.rl.yeres,bicauſe they: kinges 
were of an yll condicion, And the. ix. Epiphanes ofthe 
Egiptiens was bnnombzed and put down, bycauſe there 
was a lawe that echone ſhulde be bare legged in the tem- 
ples vpon the holy dayes. And this kynge on a day riding 
came befoze the god Apts, god of the Egiptiens,the wht- 
che thynge was not ſuffred, fo: beſyde that he was put out 
of his realme, he was chaſtiſed. Alſo the. vi. Arfacidauell 
the inuincible kynge of Parthes,not onely was depztued, 
but alſo banyſhed out of his realme, bycauſe he dyned at 


a knyghtes bzidale,and wolde not cate at the bzidale of a 
comuner. 
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comuner.yet alſo thoughe the realme of Italy was ſcant, 
they: hartes were greatte : foz bycauſe one of theyꝛ Mar⸗ 
ranes, fo: ſo were their kynges called, had ſhette his ga- 
tes by nyghte fo: to ſlepe the ſurelyer, he was depꝛiued of 
his tealme: bycauſe alawe was made, that noo pʒince 
ſhuldc ſhette his gates nyght noz day: foꝛ they ſayde, they 
hadde made hym kyng foꝛ to dryue away their ennemies, 
and not to be daintily nouriſhed, Tarquine the laſt kynge 
of the Romapnes was vnkynde to his father in la we, dif- 
fan:cd his blod and kyntede, was a traytour to his coun- 
trey, cruell of his perſone, and aduoutter with Lucrece: 
but foꝛ all that he was not called vngentyll, no2 (famed, 
no: traytet, no2 crucll, noꝛ aduoutter, but he was named 
Tatquine the pꝛoude, bycauſe he was of ylle condicions 
and complexions. And yet by the lawe of good menne, J 
ſwere to you, that if the ſayd vnhappy Tarquine had had 
goed wyll in Rome, foꝛ the aduouttie of Luctece he had 
not be put out of his tealme, foz as moche as other great⸗ 
ter and moꝛe greuous harmes hadde benne doone before 
his tyme, and alſo moche woꝛs lithen by aged emperoure 
in the cmpyre , the whiche crymes by them commytted, 
were ſuche, that the offence of this fraple ponge man, was 
but ſmalle in eſtimation. Foz thynge certayne theſe p2in- 
ces holde, that it thep gyue dyuers occaſions fo: they pil 
wyll, yet a lyttel thinge ſuffiſeth if he ſhewe, that the hate 
that he hath is fo; none pil wyll: but the hate that the (ub 
iecte hath to the loꝛde, is bycauſe he hath no power. 
C Julus Ceſar, the laſte dictatour and firſte emperour, 
bycaulchetorgate to be a man among men, but thinking 
to be a god amonge goddis, deynge a laudable cuſtome, 
that the lenate ſhulde ſalute the cmperour on they Ences, 
and the empercur to ryſe curteſclie ageynſt theym: by⸗ 
cauſe of a pʒeſumptuous mind, he wold not kepe the ſere⸗ 
monte 
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monie, he merited to leſe his lyte with. xxiii.ſtrokes ot pen 
knives, Ind as I ſaye of theſe ſo fewe a nombꝛe, I mape 
ſaye of many other. The phiſitiens with a lyttell Rubarbe 
purge many humours of the body, and the emperoz with 
a littel beneuolence taketh many greues fro the ſtomakes 
of his lubiectes. The people owe obediente to the pꝛynce, 
and to do his perſone great reuerence, and fulfyll his cõ- 
maundementes, and the punce oweth egall tuſtice to eue⸗ 
ry man, and meke conuetſation to all inen. 
¶ atcus Poztius ſaide dyuets tymes in Rome: That 
the publycke welthe is there petpetual and withoute any 
ſodayne falle, where the pꝛynce fyndethe ovedicnce, and 
all the people fyndeth loue with the prince. Foz of the 
loue ofthe lozde bzedethe the good obedience of the ſub⸗ 
lecte, and of the obedience of the ſubiecte bꝛedeth the good 
loue of the lozde , The emperour in Nome ts lyke to a ſpt- 
der that is in the myddes of her webbe. Fo2 if the ſayde 
coppe webbe be touched with the poynte of a nedel, fozth- 
with the ſpider feleth hit. J mcane that all the werkes of 
the emperour in Kome benne ſtreyghte waye knowen in 
all the erthe. J beleue that this daye J haue bene iudged 
ofhumayne malyce, foꝛ accompanyenge the pꝛoceſſpon 
of the captiues, and that J ſuffredde theym to towche 
me, that they myghte enioy the pꝛiuilege of lybertie. 
J yelde and gyue greate graces to my goddts of my good 
happe, bycauſe they haue made me pitifull fo: to delyuer 
p:iſoners, and not cruell as a tyzaunte foz to make theym 
bonde that be free. The pꝛouetbe ſayth : One lnare maye 
take two byzdes : So it hath ben this daye: foz the bene⸗ 
fyte rebounded oncly to the myſcrable pziſoners, but the 
fauour to all their nations. And doo ye not knowe, that 
by takynge awape theyz yrons, J haue drawen to me 
the hartes of all theyz tealmes aud — 7 15 
4.1, [| 
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it is moꝛe ſure to a pꝛynce to be ſerued with free hartes, 
and loue of them that be at lib rtie, than of lubiectes con- 
ſtreyned with feare, 


C Howe themperour Marcus deuyded the houtes of the 
day fo: the buſyneſſes of thempire.cap.rvit, 


Cre befoꝛe we haue ſhewid how this good em⸗ 
periour had greate hatred of men that were of 
yll lyuynge, and that paſſed their tyme in ylle 
Il ererciſe, Jt ſuffiſeth not the philoſopher to tre- 
pꝛeue the vice of other by woꝛdes, but it is ne- 
ceſſarie that he do werkes that he requireth other to do: 
It is reaſon nowe to ſhewe, howe this emperour by his 
greate pꝛudence compaſſed à diſpatched the great a huge 
buſineſſes of the empire, the particularities of his houſe⸗ 
holde, the recreation of his perſone, thexerciſe of his ſtu⸗ 
dies, the infinite reaſonynge with one and other, with ſu⸗ 
che peyne takynge, and in ſo ſhoꝛte tyme , He was ſo apte 
and wel adupſed, that by hym there was no tyme yl ſpent, 
Noz neuer fayled to diſpatche the beſynes of the empire. 
And bycauſe the tyme is gloryous of hym that glotiouſſp 
ſpendeth it, and the tyme is accurſed that to out domage, 
and without pꝛokite to other paſſeth, leauing vs ignorite 
as b:ute beaſtes: He departed the time by times, the oꝛdze 
wherof was thus. Seuen houres he ſlepte in the nyghte, 
and teſted one houre in the day: At dyner and ſupper he 
waſted but onely two howꝛes:he deputed two houres foz 
the matte ts of Aſie: Other two howzes fo2 the buſpnelle 
of Curope and Afftike: and in conuerſation of his houſe 
# with his wife and chyldzen ſcruauntes and fredes that 
came to ſee hym, he ſpente other two houres ; And foꝛ the 
out warde beſyneſſe, as to here the complayntes of ** 


" 


that wwe 
ſtice, th 
and vac 
of the ds 
to make 
wiſe me! 
oꝛdinate 
ted hym 
nous ma 
awokea 
euer lygt 
whan he 
a boke at 
the reſt ol 
clocke, at 
tily: he i 
they had 
herſe wha 
dye, he w 
waters: fo 
had a goo 


befoze eue 
lectuarie o 
After that 
tiuer fide, 
Ind as ſoc 
capitoll to 
where as a 
uinces wer 
daye, and 
the tyme th 
lenynge, h 
les, De cate 


p_ gy —_— 


— 


AVR IEZII VS. 124 4 
that were greued: The ſuites of pooze men wantyng Ju⸗ v4" 
- | ice, the widowes, tbe robberies of pyckers, of mychers, Was 


and vacaboundes he deputed an other houre. Ill the reſt . 
of the day and night in tedinge of bokes, to wzite workes, 3 


e to make metres, to ſtudye antiquities, to pzactyſe with 9 
wiſe men, to diſpute amonge philoſophers, he paſſed thus 9 
o2dinately in wynter: And in ſommer tf cruell warres let⸗ 

ted hym not, or that he were troubled with greate # hat- b 

f | nous matters,he went euer to bed at. ir.of the clocke, and 1 


e | awokeat. iii. It was of cuſtome that emperours hadde 
- | cuerlyghtes bꝛennynge in they: chaumbze. Ind therfoze 
- | whanhea woke, bycauſe he wolde not be ydle,he had euer ood 
: | abokeathis beddes heed. And thus in redynge he ſpente | 
s | the reſt of the nyght, tyl it was day. He roſe at. bi. of the 
re | clocke, and made hym redy openly, not angrely, but me- 147 
e: | tily: he wolde demaunde of them that were pꝛeſent, howe ' 
they had ſpent all the nyght tyme. And there he wolde te⸗ = 
1- | herſe what he hadde redde that nyghte. Whan he was re⸗ | 
te | dye, He wolde waſhe his handes with very wel ſmellynge 13 
t. waters: foʒ he was a great louer of all ſwete odours . He 
I had a good and a quicke ſmellynge. Than in the mozning 
ly |bcfoze euery man, he wolde take. ii.oʒ.iiii.moꝛcelles of e⸗ 
e, lectuarie ot ſticados, and two draughtes of Aqua vite. 
te ¶ After that in ſommer he wolde go foꝛthwith a fote to the 
ze [river ſide, a there paſte the time the ſpace of two houres, 
e, JIndas ſoone as the heate came, he wolde go tothehygh 
je ¶ capitoll to the ſenate. That done he wente to the colledge, 
oz wvhere as all the pzocurours and ambaſſadours of al pꝛo⸗ 
Te Juinces were: and there he wolde be a greatte parte ofthe 
ſe Idape, and here euerye nation by hit lelfe, accozdyngeto 
at Ithe tyme that was deputed by oꝛder. Ind towarde the e⸗ 
he ſuenynge, he wolde go to the temple of the virgtns veſta⸗ 


m Jes, He cate but oues a daye, and that was ſomwhat — 
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and thanne he wolde make a good meale, and but of fewe | neyther 
meates. He had acuſtome euery weke in Rome, oz other | day it cl 
cities, where as he was, that two dayes late in the euen=« | narly to 
nynge he wolde walke in the ſtretes without his garde 0z | me ſe yo 
knyghtes,oncly with.r.02.xit.pages , to ſe it any perſone | childe, a 
wolde ſpeake with hym,o2 complayne of any officer of his | that the 
toutte and howſe. and this hecauſed to be demaunded of Þ dented t. 
other men. This good emperour wolde often tymes ſape: ¶ if ye do o 
A good pꝛynce that wyll rule and gouerne wel, and not to | Foꝛ Iq 
be a tyraunte, oughte to do thus: That is, that he benot Þ uer Þ thy 
couetous of ttibutes, noꝛ pꝛoude in his commaundemen- within yc 
tes, noꝛ vnkynde to ſeruyces, no bolde in the temples,noz I trauatlin 
defe to hete complayntes. In fulfillynge hereof he ſhall Ino greatt 
haue the goddes in his handes, and the hartes of menne emperout: 
ſhalbe his. All the whyle that this Marke was empetout | birauſe he 
he had neuer pozter at his chaumbze dooze, but if it were ted her on 
the two houres that he was with Fauſtine his wyfe. This 
good emperout had in his howſca ſecrete ctoſette locked 
with a key that he bare hym ſelfe, And neuer ttuſted none 
other therwith to the houre of his death, Ind than he co- 
maunded to delpuer it to Pompeyano, a pzudent ancient [des ſhewe £ 
baron that was maryed to his doughter: Jn the which clo men with p 
ſet hc had diuers bokes wꝛiten in all langages,as Greke, Jons. Amon 
hebꝛewe, latyne, and Caldee, and other antike hiſtories: he weth to! 


| ——___ -deismooſt 
The anſwere of M.themperour, whan Fauſtine his wife Jbym ſelfe to 
demaunded the key of his (t:1dy.ca.rir, 
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e | neyther ſuffred his wife,ſeruant,noz frend to entre. On a 
r | day it chanced, that Fauſtin thempꝛeſſe deſired impoztu- 
1 | natly coſe that ſtudy, ſaying theſe wozdes : My lozoc, let 
12 me ſe your ſecrete chaumbze, beholde, J am greatte with 
ie | childe, and ſhall dye ik J ſec hit not. Ind ye knowe well, 
s | that the lawe ofthe Romaines is, that nothinge ſhall be 
of | dented to womenne with childe, of that they dclire , Ind 
ce: ik ye do otherwiſe, ye doo it in dede, but not of ryght. 
to | Fo2 I ſhall dye with the childe in my body. And moꝛe o⸗ 
ot | ucr | thynke in my minde, that ye haue ſome other louer 
1- | withir; your ſtudie. Therfo:c to put away the peril of mp 
02 trauatlinge, and to aſſure my harte from Jelouſie, hit is 
ll no great thinge to lette me entre in to your ſtudie. The 
ne emperout ſeinge that Fauſtines woꝛdis were of trouthe, 
ur | bicauſe he ſawe her woꝛdes waſhed with weping,anlwe- 
re ted her on this wiſe : It is a thinge certapne, whan one is 
is ] contented, he ſayth moze with his tongue, thanne he thin⸗ 
ed keth with his hart. Ind contrary wyle whan one is heup, 
ne [the eien wepe not ſo moch, noꝛ the tongue can not declare 
0: that is locked in the harte. Uayne men with vaine woz-, 
nt des ſhewe and declare their vaine pleſures: And the wiſe 
men with pꝛudente woꝛdes, diflemble they: cruclle paſſi⸗ 
ons. Among wiſe men he ts wiſeſt that knoweth moche,x 
heweth to knowe but lyttelle : Andamonge the ſymple 
he is mooſt ſumple, that knoweth but lyttell, and ſheweth 
hym ſelfe to knowe moche. They that at pʒꝛudent, though 
they are demaunded ſay nothyng : but ſimple folke will 
cake inough without aſkinge of any queſtion. This 
ng Nſay Fauſtine, bicauſe thy wepinge hathe ſoo hurte me, 
toſſad thy vaine ſpeche ſo turmented me, that can not de⸗ 
te that I tele, no thou canſt nat fele pᷣthat I ſape.Di⸗ 
aduertiſementes haue they witen, that haue wꝛiten 
ariage, yet haue they not waite, how many tra 1 
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cauſeth her huſbande toſuffrein one | ye wome 
daye. Of aſuretie, it is a topkull thynge to retopce in the that wich 


that one womanne 


chyldhode of chyldren, but it is à ryght cruel thing to ſuf- — 
fre the importunities of they? mothers - The chyldzen do — ein 
nowe and then a thyng that tourneth vs to pleaſure, but n — g 

vs diſpleaſure. J (hal — 


ye women do nothynge but gylle 
agree with all maried men to pardon they? chyldzens ple⸗ } perg 
pance that the mothers gpue to them. | Je; —_ 


Cares, fo: the anno 

One thynge I haue ſene , the whiche neuet begyled me, I 5 

that the iuſte goddes do gyue to the vntuſte menne, that — wyll! 
all the euplles that they doo un this wozlde, ſhall be rc- — 


mytted to the furies of the other woꝛlde: But if they doo h 
commytte any ſynne koꝛthe pleaſure of any woman, the } , ecd. An 
that by the handes of the ſame wo- — 8 


goddes commaunde, 

manne, we ſhall tecepue peyne in this wo:loe, and not in ] wol 

the other . There is not ſoo fycrs 02 peryllous an ennemp — 
* 


as is his wyfe. Ind though a manne can not 

lyue with her as aman, J newer ſawe none ſoo lyght,be- _ th 
nge with a victous woman, in doyng vyce, but that by n folow; 
tthe laſt he recepued ſhame and all:] bes and fe 
appetites 
peyens, 5 
and that 
on the me 
crueltie is amongt U called Y 
Ne madnes is it of Komaynes, to bee taunt 02 

them as ladyes.Fleſſhe ought not to be ſoo leane, that hit there was 
abhozre :no2 fo fatte that it cloye the ſtomacke: but mene one was | 
and enterlarded,to the ende that hit be (auourye + and in thi 
that a wyſe manne canne not gyue ſo ſtronge a b2 Ou the h. 

his wyfe, that he wylle obeye as an hande mayden : 0} the weke 
gpuc her lo lyttell of the bzydell, but ſhe wylle exalte het —— 
kelke as maptreſſe and teuler. Beholde Fauſtine ho * 
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that with a lyttell fauour ye wylle exalte, augmente, and 
growe in to great pꝛide: and with a lyttell disfauour, ye 
recouer greatte hatred, There is no parfite loue, where is 
no egalitie betwene the louers, Ind as ye and other are 
vnperkite, ſoo is pout loue vnperkite. Þ wote well ye vn 
detrſtande me not. Therkoze vnderſtande Fauſtine that 
J ſay moze than ye wene. Thete is no woman, that with 
her wyll wolde ſuffre any greattcr than her ſelfe: noz to 
be contente to haue an other egall with her. Foz thoughe 
ſhe haue a. M. i. rent, vet ſhe hathe.r. M. folyes in her 
heed. And that woꝛſe is, though it chaunce her huſbande 
to dye, and ſhe leſte all her rent, yet endeth no her folyſhe⸗ 
nes. Herken to me, and J ſhall tell you moze. All women 
wolde ſpeake, and haue all othet to be ſtylle: they wolde 
P | gouerne, and be gouerned of none other. One thyng they 
* | delpze, that is to ſee, and to be ſenc, Ind ſuch as be lyght 
) in folo wynge they: lyghtnes, they holde as their ſubiec⸗ 
? | tes and ſclaues: and ſuche as be wyſe, and tepꝛoue theyz 
; | appetites, they purſue as enmies. In the annales Pom- 
b. pepens, J haue founde a thyng woꝛthy foz to be knowen, 
and that is: Whan Gnee Pompeie paſſed into the Oxtent 
on the mountaynes Kifees he founde a maner of people 
called Maſagetes, whiche had a lawe, that euety tnhabt- 
taunt oꝛ dwellet ſhuld haue two tonnes 02 fattes , bycauſe 
there was lacke of howſes in the ſayde mountaynes : Jn 
one was the huſbande,the ſonnes and menne ſeruauntes: 
and in the other the wyfe the doughters and maydens, 
On the holy dayes they dydde cate to ayther, and oncs in 
the weke they laye together. Tohan great Pompeye had 
queſtioned the cauſe of their lyuynge in that mancr, foz 
that he neuer ſawe no2 knewe a moze ettreme thynge in 
all the wozlbe, One of theym an{wered; PINE — 
the 


ye womenne are ſoo extreme in all heedlonge extremities 


— — - 


. 


0 
a 


- * 
of 


» lie 4 i. A 


= 

gw uy WW. - 
- 

—— —ũ. 4. 


Aa 


— ——=— — — 42. 


MARCVS 


the goddis haue gyuen bs but a ſhozte lyfe, foznone of vs 
map lpue aboue. Ir. yere at the moſte, and thoſe peres we 
trauayle to lyue in peace. And in hauing our wyues with 
bs ſtyll in companye, we ſhulde lyue euer dyenge: foz we 
ſhulde paſſe the nyghtes in herynge their complayntes : 
and the days in ſufferyng thetr bzawlpnges a chydinges. 
In kepynge them this wiſe from vs apart, they noutiſhe 
they: chyldzen moze peaſibly, eſchewynge the noyſes that 
lleeth the fathers. 

C, J tel the Fauſtin, that though we cal the Maſagetes 
barbariens,in this caſe they be wiſer than the Komayns, 
One thinge J wyll tell you Fauſtin, à J pꝛap you marke 
it wel. Jf the beaſtly mouynge of the fleſſhe enfozced not 
the wyll of man to do his luſte, and that he wolde not de⸗ 


ſite women, J doubte whether women woldeſuffre it oz 


loue it the leſſe. Ot trouth if the goddis hadde made this 
loue voluntarie, as it is natural, that is as we wolde we 
myght, and not as we wold and may not, with great pein 
a man myghte be ſatisfied, though he ſhuld loſe him ſelfe 
fo: any woman. It is a great ſecrete of the goddis, and a 
great myſerie to man, that the faynt and weke fleſhe doth 


koꝛce the herte whiche ſhulde be free, to loue that it abhoz- 


reth, and to alo we that that domageth. This is a greatte 
ſectete, that men canne fele it euery houre as men:and pet 
by diſcretion may not remedy it. Þ enuie not the lyupuge 
goddes, no2 themenne that be deed, but foz two thynges, 


and they ben theſe : The goddis lyue without feare of the 


that be malycious, and they that be deed are in peace with 
out nede of women. The ayze is ſo cozrupt, that it cozrup- 
teth eucry man with two peſtilent plages ſo deadely , that 
the fleſhe and the hatte endeth. © Fauſtine, is the loue of 
the fleſhe ſo natural, that whi the fleſhe fleech ſcoznfully, 
we ſhuloe leue the true harte as captiue : And the * 
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as reaſonputher to flyght, the fleſſhe as fleſhe fozthwith' 
peldeth her to you as ouercome. 


¶ Theemperour reherſeth the perilles of them that 
haunt women exceſſiuely. Cap. rr. 


» Demperour folowinge his purpoſe declareth 
. he vniuerſall domages, that come to man by 
| kxoucrmoche conuerſation and hauntynge of 
women. And after he had tolde ſome patticu- 
lat caſes that he had ſuffted with Fauſtin his 
wyfe, he ſayd: J am wel temebzed, that in my yong age JF 
folowed the fleſhe to moch, with purpoſe neuer to return: 
Ind therfoze J cofeſſe,p if J had good deſires in one day 
in ſtede therof a. M. days J wzoughte pll. It is reafon 
ye women flee from them that flee from you: to hyde pou 
from them that hyde them fro you: to leue them that leue 
you: toſeperate you fro them,thatleparate them fro you? 
to fozgette them that foꝛget you. Foz ſame ſcape fro your 
handes yl famed and effeminate: and other are hurt with 
pour tonges, many ben perſecuted with your werkes,and 
the better to ſcape free, they come away abhozred of your 
hartes and bounde to your lyghtneſſes. Than who that 
feleth this, what getteth he by the atteynynge therof +: O 
to howe many perylles offcrerhe he hym ſelfe , that with 
women is greatly conuerſante? If a man loue theym not, 
they count hym as a villeyne: if he loue them they thynke 
hymn lyghte : it he leaue theym, they repute hym foz a co⸗ 
varde : if he folowe them, he is loſte: if he ſerue them, he 
is not regarded : if he ſerue theym not, he is hated of 
theym: if he wylle haue thepm, they wyll not haue hym 2: 
he deſyze theym not, they wylle ſeeke on hym : yf he 
haunte theym, he is plle named: ifhe haunte theym not, 
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they recken hym no man. What ſhall the bnhappy manne 
do! Let men tate this foꝛ certayne, that though the hul⸗ 
bande do foꝛ his wyfe al that he can do as a maͤ, and that 
he ought to do as a huſbande, and with his weakenes do 
the beſte that he can, fo: to fynde remedy agaynſte pouer⸗ 
tic with his trauayle, and putte hym ſelfe in daunger fo 
her cucry houre, al this ſhal not pleaſe his wyfe,noz make 
her the better: but ſhe wyll ſaye,that the traytre loucth o⸗ 
ther: and that all that he dothe, is onely to accomplyſſhe 
his pleaſure on them. Many dayes ago Fauſtine J haue 
wylled to tell the this, but J haue differred it tyll now, ho 
pynge that thou woldeſt gyue me occaſion to telle it the: 
the whiche longe ago thou haſte cauſed me to feele. It is 
no poynte of wyſe men, that foz eucrye tyme they are an- 
noped with their wyues, foꝛthewith to hurte theym with 
woꝛdes. Foz amonge wiſe men the ſald wozdes are moſte 
eſtemed when they are well appꝛopꝛied and ſayde to good 
purpoſe. J do bethynke me, that it ts. vi. yere (ith Jutho- 
ny pie thy father did chaſe me to be his ſonne in lawe, and 
thou me to be thy huſbande, and J the foꝛ my wife: this 
my fatall deſtenie dyd permytte, at the commaundemente 
of Adꝛian my loꝛde. My father in law gaue the his fayze 
doughter to me foz wyfe, and the very ſadde and ponde; 
rous empire in maryage. J trowe we were all beayled : 
He to take me fo2 his ſonne, and J to chuſe the foz my 
wyfe. He was named Anthony Pius, bycauſe he was py⸗ 
ticfull in al thynges, ſaue vnto me, to whom he was cru- 
ell, fo: ina lytrell fleſſge he gaue me many bones: and to 
ſay the trouthe, J haue no tethe to gnawe it, nozno heate 
in my ſtomacke to digeſte hit: and many tymes J haue 
thought my ſelfe loſte with it. Foꝛ thy beautie thou were 
deſyzed of many, but fo: thyne yll condicions thou were 


abhozred of all, © howe vnhappp ben thy deſtenies on 
ne, 
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ſtyn, and howe pl haue the goddes pꝛoulded fo; the, They 3 
haue gyuen the beautie, and tycheſſe foz to vndo the: And „ 
they haue denied and refuſed to the the beſte, that is good . 
condicions, qualitie, and wpſedome to maynteyne them. 71 
J ſay to the agapne, that the goddis haue ben very ctuell * 
to the, ſythe they adꝛeſſed the to the whyzlepole, where as 
all yll folke peryſhe, and haue taken from the, the ſayles 
and oozes, wherby all good folke eſcape. The. xxx viii. ye- 50 
res, that Þ was without wyfe, ſemed not to me. xxx vu. A 
daycs : and the. vi. yeres that J haue bene maried, ſeme \ 4 
to me. vi. hundzed petes. I wyl aſſure the one thyng that | 
' 
| 


) 
+ | if had knowen befoze, that J knowe now, and had felte 

than that I fele at this houre, J wolde ſay an other thing, 

- and though the goddis wolde commande me, and Adztan 
3 | my mapſtet wolde commaunde me, Þ wolde not chaunge ; 4 
e | mypoucrtie and quietnes, fo: the mariage of the # them⸗ 

d | pire. But J haue deſired the in thy good fo:tune, and my 

0 

5 

e 
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ſelfe to myn yll foztune. I haue ſayde but a lytelle, and 
haue ſuffred a greate deale. J haue fayned a great whyle, 2 
but I can fayncno longer. No man ſuffreth his wyfe ſoo 
moche, but he is bounde to ſuffre moze. Let a man, that is | 
e | man conſider, and lyke wyſe a woman that is a woman 1 
- | conſider, what boldenes ſhe is of that quarellethe with . 
2 het hul bande, and that he is a foole that bꝛawlcth openſy L | 
with his wife. Foz if ſhe be good, he ought to fauour her, eh 
pz | thatſhemayebe the better: yfſhe be a ſhzewe, he muſt ſuf 
tre her, that ſhe ware not wozs, Euery man knoweth,that 
to I allthynges ſuffereth chaſtiſement ſauea woman, whiche 
te I (as a woman) wyl be deſired and p2ayed. Fauſtine beleue 
ie me, yk feare ofthe goddis, the ſhame of her perſone, and 
re ſpeche ofthe people withdꝛawe not a woman from euplle, 
te I all the chaſtiſement of the woꝛld wyll not ouercome her, 
u- The harte of manne is verp noble, and 7 hatte ot a wo⸗ 
it. man 
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man is deyntie, and wyll haue great hyze fo2 a lyttel good 
nes, and fo: moche euyll no chaſtiſement. A wiſe man wyl 
knowe what he hath to do 02 he marte . Than if he deter⸗ 
myne hym to take the company of a wife, he ought to en⸗ 
large his harte to receyue all that maye come with her. It 
is but a ſmall wytte in a man to ſette by the ſmalle fanta- 
ſies of his wyfe, 02 foz to chaſtiſe openly that may be righ- 
ted betwene them ſecretely. He that ts wiſe and wyll lyue 
quictly with his wife, ought to kepe this rule: Admoniſhe 
her often, and repzouc her but ſeldom, and lay no handes 
on her. Foꝛ by othet meanes he gettethe no fidelite in her, 
no: good entreatynge of her, noz good bꝛyngynge vp of 
theit chyldꝛen, noz ſeruice to the goddis, noꝛ any hope of 
p2ofite of her. And thus Fauſtine J wyll ſaye no moꝛe to 
the, but that thou conſider, that J do conſider, and know 
that I doſe, and that my ſuffrance vnknowen to the, map 
ſuſtyſe to amende thy Iyfe, 


¶ The emperours anſwere to Fauſtine fo; that ſhe 
ſayde, ſhe was with chylde, Cap. xxi. 


Owe that J haue opened and put out the olde 
venym, J wyll anſwere to thy pꝛeſent queſtio 
02 demaunde. To thentent that medicins may 
5 pꝛofite them that be ſyke, it is neceſſatie to di⸗ 

. (poyle the opilations #lettes ofthe ſtomake: 
L ykc wyſe none can counſayle his frende conuententely, 
but it he ſhewe firſt his grefe. Thou demaundeſte of me 
the key of my ſtudy, and thou th:eteneſt me, that if J giue 
it the not, thou ſhalte be loſte and hurte with thy fruyte, 
pe women with chyld haue a good hoſtage oz pledge, foz 
vnder colour of trauaylynge befoze your tyme, ye wolde 
haue vs fulfplle all your fonde appetptes W 
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holy ſenat in the bnhappp tyme made a la we in fatiour of 


| Romapyne matrones, they were not ſo deſirous. Nowe J 


wote not howe it is, but ye all are anoyed and wery of all 
goodnes. And all ye in all yll are deſpꝛous and couetous. 
As farre as J can remembze, whan Camplle made his 
vowe to Cybille the mother of goddis, to ſende hym victo 
rie in a battayle, whan he had wonne the victo:te, Rome 
was ſo pooze that it hadde neyther golde noꝛ ſylucr foz to 
make the ſtatute of pꝛomeſſe, the matrones than being, ſe⸗ 
ing that their huſbandes dyd offre their lyues in theſaide 
warre, they granted to pꝛeſent their tewels to the holy ſe⸗ 
nate. It was a meruayllous thynge to ſee, that withoute 
any ſpeakynge to them, oz without any mans entyſemẽte 
they determyned all to gither to go to the hye capitol, and 
there in the pꝛeſence of cucry man pꝛeſented their owches 
hanginge at they: eares, The ringes of their fingers, the 
bꝛacelettes of their armes, the petles from their attires of 
their heades, the collers from their neckes, The bꝛoches 
of thepr bꝛeſtes, the girdelles aboute their myddcls, and 
boꝛders of their gownes. And though that their gift was 
eſtemed to a great value, yet their good wylles was eſte⸗ 
med agreatte deale moze. The tycheſſes that they offered 
there was ſo greatte, that there was not allonely inough 
to petfoꝛme the vowe of the itatut,but alſo to purſewe the 
warrc. Ind as than the cuſtome of Rome was, þ none did 
them any pleſure, but he was ſhoztly recopenced: the ſame 
day that the matrons didde offre their ryche and faire ie⸗ 
wellles in the capitolle, thcre was graunted vnto theym 
fyue maner of thynges in the Senate: The fyꝛſte, that 
at their deathes the ozatours ſhuld pꝛeache, publyſhe, and 
ſhewe their good liuinge: The ſeconde that they ſhulde 
lit in the temple, where as befoze they were wont to ſtand: 
The thirde, that they ſhuld were furred a lyned — 

cre 


MAR CVS 


where as befoꝛe they ware none but ſyngle: The. iii. that 
in theit dileſes they myght dꝛinke wyne, where as befoze 
on their lyues they durſt dzinke none, but water: The. v. 
that the matrones of Rome great with chylde, ſhulde not 
be refuſed of any thynge that they deſpyzed . Thele fyue 
thinges foz certayne were iuſtlye and wyllyngely graun- 
ted by the ſenate: And why this lawe that commaundethe 
to denaye nothynge to a woman with chylde was made, 
J wyll tel thethe occaſion that moued the ſenate ſo to do, 
Fulutus To:quate beinge conſull in the warre agaynſte 
the Uolſcos, the knyghtes of Mauritayne bꝛoughte to 
Rome a wylde man, that had but one eye, that they hadde 
taken in huntynge in the deſcrtes of Egypt. And the ma- 
trones of Rome were at that tyme as ſad and honeſte , as 
they be nowe bolde and lyght: ſo was the wyfe of the ſaid 
(To:quate, that was nyghe the tyme of her delyucraunce 
great with chylde, of trouth a woman ſo honeſte, that foz 
the ſobze ſolytarynes that ſhe kepte in Rome, ſhe hadde 
noo lefle glozye thanne hadde her huſbande in the warres 
fo: his woꝛthynes, the whiche was welle pzoued . Foz in 
the. ritti. yere that Tozquate her huſbande was in Alpe 
a warre fare, the fyzſte tyme that he wente thyder,ſhe was 
neuer ſene at the wyndowe lokynge out, and ſhe was not 
all onely regarded foz that, but in all the ſayde. xiiii. petes 
neuer manchylde noꝛ manne aboue the age of. viii. yeres 
came within her gates. Ind not contente with this, that 
ſhe dyd to gyue example to all Rome, and to attayne per- 
petuall memoꝛy, where as ſhe had lefte with her thze ſon- 
nes, the eldeſt ot whom was but thze yeres of age: and as 
ſoone as they came to. vitt. ycre, ſhe ſente them out ot het 
houſe to theit grauntefathers . And thus dydde this er⸗ 
ccllent Komayne lady, to the entent that vnder tolourof 


her owne chplozen there ſhulde none other ponge 3 — 
ente 
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entre into her ho wie. Thoſe petes paſſed, after that the . 4 
good olde man Toꝛquate was retourned fro the warres "$1 
+ F oftheUolſeos, the ſayde wylde man with one eye wente 1 
by the doore ofthe ſayde Tozquate, and one of her map⸗ jp | 
dens tolde her, that it was a meruaylous thynge to ſe:and 18 
the good lady hadde great deſyze to ſee hym, and bycauſe 
there was none to bꝛynge hym to her, that ſhe myghte ſee 
hym ſhe dyed fo2 ſorowe. And foz certayne thoughe he 
came often inoughe by her dooze, yet ſhe wolde neuer goo 
no: loke out at her wyndowe to ſe hym. Her deathe was 
retly bewapled in Rome, fo: ſhe was in Rome moſt dere; 
y beloued, and good reaſon: foz many dayes afoze was 
no ſuche woman bzought vp in Rome. And by the com- * 
maundement of the ſenate, the tenour of this wzitinge in 
berſes were ſet vpon her ſepulchre, 
C Here lyeth the glorious matron wife of Toꝛquate, that 
wolde aduenture her lyfe to aſſure her good fame. 
¶ Be holde fauſtine, this lawe was not made to remedy 
the dethe ol this matrone, but to the ende that to ſuche as 
pe be, and to all the wozlde it ſhulde be a perpetual exam⸗ 
ple ot her lyle, and memoꝛie of her deathe. Jt was well 
done to oꝛdeyne that law fo; an honeſt woman being with 
chylde, that it ſhuld be kept to all vertuous women. And 
bnto women that wold, that the lawe of them that be with 
chylde ſhulde be kepte, by the ſame la we it is requiſite to 
tequyre that they be honeſt, In the. vii.table of the lawe it 
is ſayde:we commaunde, that where there is cozruptton 
of cuſtomes, there lyberties ſhal not be kepte . 


¶ Howe tydinges was bꝛought to the emperour, 
that the Mauritayns wold conquere 
great Szitayne,Cap.rrit. 
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the. litit. pere of Warcus the emperours 
7 2 ; aege, andthe tenthe pere of his election to 


= 6 thempite, In the month of July as he was 

V in the citie of Naples, and not in verye per⸗ 
ite helthe, foꝛ he was ſooze payned with the 
goute in his foote:there came a Centurion in maner of 
a meſſager with great haſt, ſaying, that in great Bzitapn 
was ſodenly arryued a great nauie of warre, to the nom⸗ 
bꝛe ot. C.x.rrr.ſhyps of the realme of Mauritain, and the 


quantitie of. xx. M. men of foote : and. ii. M. men of ar: - 


mes:and that the kyng of Mauritayns brother was their 
capitayne, named Aſclipio, the whiche had taken lande 
at a hauen ot the yle called Arpine, and that to reſyſte ſoo 
great a power, there were but a fewe people in the ſayde 
ple. The good empcrour heringe theſe tidynges, though 
he felte it inwardely as a man, yet he feyned it outwardly 
as a diſcrete man with a ſadde countenaunce, and made 
fewe wozdes. Than ſctnge,that buſines myght not be de- 
layed, he ſayde theſe woꝛdes: J wyll go with a fewe peo⸗ 
ple, and do what J can. Foz better it were with a fewe to 
go betymes, than to tarye foz many and goo to late. Ind 
fo:thwith the good emperour pourueyed, that all they of 
his palays ſhuld departe to go to B , and none to 
tatie behynde to do hym ſetruyce. The Wie was, that 
the empcrours ſhulde haue alwape in they houſes ſuche 
men as were mete to be lent foꝛthe in any beſpneſſes that 
ſhulde happen foz warre, Ind after that they were ſhyp⸗ 
ped, there atiued one ot Bzttapne, that ſhewed, howe the 
Mauritayns were retourned, fo that none of theym was 
leftetn the ile. Than this emperour kepte his houſe: in 3 
good poynt.Lyttell occaltonſuffiſcth to them that be na- 
turally of pll inclynations, to departe and ſpzede though 
countreys to do harme ; therfoze he lent them of his 1 
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the entent, that by occaſion of the warre, they ſhulde not 
leade an yll Ipfe. Than the emperoyr fearing the diſſolu⸗ 
tion of his courte, and boldenes of his officers, to the in⸗ 
tent they ſhulde not leaue vertue and growe in vice, he de 
termyned on a day to call them to him lecretly, and to ſap 
theſe woꝛdes to them, 


¶ what themperour ſayd to them of his court in 
eſchewynge ydelneſſe. Cap. xxiu. 
- he greatteſte ſpgne in a bertuous man is to 
do vertuous werkes, and vertuouſly to ſped 
. 2 % and occupte his tyme:and the greatteſt ſigne 
V4 7 \ ok a loſte man is to leſe his tyme in naughtye 
= 2%) warkes. The greatteſt happe of all, and the 
greatteſt deſire of men is to lyue longe. Foz diuers chaun⸗ 
ces that falle in ſhozt tyme map be ſuffered and remedied 
by longe ſpace. Platoſapyd : A man that paſſethe his Iyfe 
without p2ofite, as one vnwoꝛthy to lyue, ought to haue 
the reſte of his Iyfe take from hym. The filthe of ſccrete 
chambzes, the ſtynche of the pompe in ſhyppes,noz the 02- 
dures of cities do not coʒrupt the ayze ſo noche, as ydelle 
folke do the people, And as there is in a man, that occupi⸗ 
eth his tyme well, no vertue but it encreaſeth, ſo in hym, 
that occupteth his tyme ylle, there is noo vilanie but it is 
ſuſpecte in hym. A manne that is al wape welle occupyed, 
ought euer to be reputed as good: and the ydel man with 
out further enquerie, ought to be codempned as nought. 
Shewe me nowe , I deſyze you , what nouryſſhethe the 
co:rupte and fowle wiedes, the nettelles that ſtynge, and 
the bzters that pꝛycke, but the erth that is vntilled, and 
waren wylde, and the feldes fulle of thyſtelles, whyche 
is not wyeded, and vilited with theplawghe? | 
| | L. il. O Rome 
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O Rome without Rome, that nowe as vnhappy haſt but 
onely the name of Rome, bycauſe thou art ſodere in ver- 
tues, and makeſt vices good cheape.yea yea, and I ſhall 
tell the, knoweſt thou wherfoze thou art ſo ? bycauſe thou 
haſte vnpeopled the lanes and ſtretes of werkemen and 
offycers, and haſte peopled it all aboute with infinite va⸗ 
caboundes. J knowe foz trouthe, that the Samptes, Uo- 
ſigoths, Aſttogoths, and Peniens ſpꝛedde in your tetty⸗ 
to:ics, do you not ſo moche domage as do theſe pdell and 
loſte people (ſtuffed in eucry ſhoppe. All wziters canne not 
dente me, that all nations wyllynge to conquere Nome, 
can not take away one loope of the walles of it: and theſe 
delle people haue troden and pulled vnder theyz fete the 
good renoume of it. An infallyble rule it is:a man giuen 
to exetcyſes is vertuous, and one gyuen to lewtrynges is 
a vicious perſon. what a diuine thing was it to le the di⸗ 
uine woꝛldes of our pꝛedeceſſours, the whiche ſythe Tul⸗ 
lius Hoſtilius vnto Quintus Cincinatus dictatour, and 
ſith Cincinatus vnto Cyncinos, whiche were of the Spl⸗ 
lans and Martians, there was neuer conſulle at Rome, 
but he coude do ſome maner of office 02 occupation, wher 
with they were occupied whan their office in the Senate 
was ended. Dome coude paynte pictures 02 other flatte 
wozkes ; Other coude graue images and poztry in wood 
oz erthe, oʒ other thynges, oꝛ coulde wozke tn ſyluer, and 
other metalles : and other redde in ſcholes: In ſuche wile 
that the holy ſenate myght chuſe none, but if he were firſte 
knowen in ſome maner handy craft. Þ do fynde in the an⸗ 
nales all that ts aboue ſayde: and if I lye, I doo gyue me 
to the flames of Uulcan. And there was an anciente lawe, 
that a myller, a ſmith, a baker, oz a poynt maker, myghte 
not be a Senatour, bycauſe men of the ſayd occupations 
were commonly taken with deceptes and gyles. * — 
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garde the maner and chaunge oftyme, and the coꝛruptiõ 
of cuſtomes , that. CCC. yeres euery man trauapled foz 
tenoume of Rome, this. vttt.C.yeres, euery man ſlep 
to the ſclaũdte of Rome. Other thynges I fynd in the layd 
annales wozthy of etern memozie, the people of Rome ha- 
uynge. uu. perillous warres to gether (ponge Scipio a⸗ 
geynſt the Peniens, Mucto agaynſt the Capens, Metei⸗ 
lus agepnſte Alexander of Macedonie, and an other Me⸗ 
tellus his bꝛother ageynſt the Celttberes of Spayne) the 
lawe beinge ſo ſoze kepte, that none ſhulde be taken from 
the myſterte and offyce that he occupied, & the ſenatours 
hauynge extreme neceſſitic of meſſangers to ſende to the 
barres, whan the ſenatours had gone thze dayes aboute 
with the cenſores of Rome, they coulde not fynde one ps 
dell man to be ſente fozthe with their letters. Þ wepe foz 
lope, that J haue of this antike felicitie : and J mourne 
fo: compaſſion of the myſerie nowe beinge. It is a contu- 
ſion to lap, but Þ wyll ſaye it: Twenty yeres I had offpce 
intheſenate, and it is. x. yeres ſythe J haueruled the em⸗ 
pire, whiche ts. xxx. in all, In the whiche ſeaſon J were 
by the goddis (mmoztall, J haue cauſed to whyppe, caſte 
in welles, to bury quicke, to hange to pzicke, and to ba⸗ 
nyſhe mo than. xxx. M. vacaboundes,and.xr.M. ydel wo⸗ 
men, Than what difference ts ther betwene that Iyfe and 
this dethe, that glozye and this payne, of that golde and 
this oꝛdute, of that antike Roman werke to our pzeſente 
inuentife pdelncs of Rome? 
¶ In the lawes of the Lacedemoniens this was wzitten 
inthe table of the ydell people: We commaunde as kyn⸗ 
es, we pꝛaye as ſeruantes, we teache as philoſophers, 
nd admonpyſhe as fathers, that the fathers (hal firſt ceche 
heir chyldzen to lobour the feldes, wherwith by trauayle 
ey mape lyue, and not in places, where - by _ 
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they may be loſt. Ind that law ſayth ferthermoze: It that } geth to 
yonge people obey not as ponge, we wylle that the aged halfe at 
people do cozrecte and punyſhe them as aged. And incaſe | fome of 
that the fathers be neglygent to commande them, oz that | hepric 
they be diſobedtent : we commaunde the pzince than to be conlyde 
diligent to chaſtiſe them. be pꝛom 
¶ Certapnlye theſe woꝛdes are wozthy to be noted: wher- | pou. h 
by Lygurge the kynge deſerued eternall memozie foz his | Oren, bi 
perſone, and the ſayd realine perpetuall peaſe in the com- | #45 yet 
mon welthe. © Rome, what doſte thou? Why regardeſte J lo ſiyffel 
thou not theſe lawes of the Lacedemoniens, whiche with make ſo 
their frendely cuſtomes, dothe mocke thy bzutall vyces! de many 
Slepeſt 02 wakeſt ? © Rome thou wakelt alle the wozlde | Vhan w. 
tolcaue ſwete trauayles, and ſlepeſt in vniuſte ydelneſſe, | we thynt 
Thou arte ſure ot ennemies. and thou careles arte dzow- | Wyles.J 
ned in ſlouth and ydelnes. Than ſyth that they that bene | ſcruaunt 
ferre of, do waken the, thou oughteſt to awaken the that chyldꝛen 
thou kepeſt with the. J wolde ſpeake to all them to gether | "23ht wa 
of my palays, and longe agon J wylled ſo to do, but the | chat wozſ 
multytude of ſtraunge beſynelles ſomtyme cauſeth a mi (| Four own 
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be bad ſayde. Many thynges Jhaueſene,and 
J. 2 ok credible perſones J haue harde, whiche me by 
| [75 ſemed to be pll, and none of them good. Spe⸗ pucas wp 
=== cally one, whiche offendeth the goddis, ſclan⸗ 
dꝛeth the wozld, peruerteth the common welth, and endo- * 
mageth the perſon ſelfe: whiche is this curſed ſlouth, and ly 


ydelnes that diſtroyeth them that be good, + vtterly — 
| | q 


—— 


AVRELIVS. 40 


geth to naught them that be yll. Sometime ſectetely, and 
halfe as in ſpozte openly J haue admonyſſhed ⁊ rebuked 
ſome of pou, but J ſe it pzoufite none of you, On one ſyde 
the pricke ok reſon conſtratneth me to chaſtiſe pou: ageyn 
conſyderynge the malice ofmankynde, all though that it 
be pꝛompte toyll, ſometyme J am determpned to ſuffre 
vou. Many tymes J wold with futie chaſtiſe you as chil⸗ 
dren, but J do refrayne it, conſideringe that ye ate ponge, 
i as pet knowe not the wiles of the wozld: foz they holde 
ſo ſtyffely together the yll with the yll, and amonge theym 
make ſo great a leage of vyces with the vices, that there 
be many that do by gyle ſuffre theym to be begyled, that 
whan we eſcape fro a lyttell wyle, and knowe the begyler, 
we thynke that we are begyled al redy with other greatte 
wyles. J haue meruaylous great compaſſion of you mp 
ſeruauntes, ſpeakynge to you as a lozde : and to you mp 
chyldzen ſpeakyng as a father, foz to ſe you al the day and 
nyght wandrynge thꝛough Rome as loſte perſones : and 
that wozſte of all is, J perceyue that ye doo not perceyue 
your owne perdition. what greattcr beaſtlynes can there 
be, than to ſe you wander lyke foles from howſe to houſe, 
fro tauerne to tauerne, from one gaſinge to an other, fro 
ſtrcte to ſtrete, fro place to place, fro plap to playe, fro re- 
ucllers to reuellers ! Ind that more is, that ye know not, 
what ye deſtre,no2 what ye wold, where pe go, noz whens 
re comme, what plcaſethe you, 02 what dilpleaſeth you: 
What is pꝛoufytable oz loſſe vnto vou. Noz ye remem⸗ 
bzenot, that ye were bozne reaſonable menne, and that ye 
lyuc as wylde folke amonge menne, and after ſhall dye 
as brute beaſtes . Fro whens wene pe that this cometh? 
The cauſe ts the deſyre of beaſtelye moupnges, not teſp⸗ 
ſynge the deſyres of the luſte of pouthe, and aboue all 
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Take hede amonge you of my cotitte , and fo:gette not 
this. Haue ye no thought but to ſeke newe paſſetimes,and 
to borow euery daye: No man, of what condition lo euer 
he be, except he haunt keates of armes, oz other lernynge 
in ſome o2dinarte exercyſe, ſhall haue his body luſtye and 
his ſpirite quicke : but ſhalbe acloyed in al other thinges, 
and wander frome ſtrete to ſtrete, as a vacabounde. The 
harte of man is noble, and hathe power continuallye fo: 
all actes, and all paſtimes of the bodye : and pet in thzee 
dayes it is annoyed of hymn ſelfe alone, ſoo that with him 
£44 not reſt one laudable ercrcyſe. Lyke as J am emperoz 
of all the woꝛlde, ſoit is reaſon,and muſte nedes be, that 
Jhaue folke of all nacions in my palays. Ind ſuche as 
the pzince is, ſuche ſhalbe his houſeholde, a as his houſe 
ts, ſo ſhall his courte be, ⁊ as the courte is, ſo ſhal the hole 
empire be. Fo: this cauſe a kynge oughte to be ryghte ho- 
neſte: his houſe wel oꝛdered and ruled, his officers, well 
lerned, and his courte well kepte in awe. Of my good life 
dependeth their good lyues, and conſequetly the yl liues. 
Euery nation lerneth in their particuler ſcoles, The Dy- 
riens in Babylon: the Perſtans in Dozkes: the Indiens 
tn Olympe: the Caldees in Thebes: the Grekes in Athe- 
nes: the Hebzewes tn Helye: the Latines in Damie : the 
Frenche men in Ozliance, the Dpantardes in Gades:and 
they all to gether in Rome. The vniuerſall ſcole of all the 
woꝛlde is the perſone,the houſe, and courtt of a pꝛince. 
As wc emperours do ſay, the ſame wyl out ſubtectes (ay: 
as we do, they wyl do: that we fozſake, they wyll leaue : 
pk we leſe our ſelfes, they wyl loſe them ſelfes: i we win, 
they wyl winne: and finally out welth is theyt welth, and 
out harme is their harme. Truely the pzince is bounde to 
kepe his owne perſone honeſtly and well beſene, his hous 
and courte ſo well ruled, that all they that ſhall ſe it, — 
au 
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haue deſyre to folowe and do therafter: and that all they 
that here therof may deſyre to ſe it. Take ye hede and let 
vs take hede: Haue ye in mynd, and let vs haue in mind, 
that they which be of ſtrage landes, going through ſtrige 
londes in to ſtrange londes, by they: great trauayles co- 
mynge to haue and demaunde ſuccout and remedy of vs, 
may haue no cauſe to tepoꝛt any ſclanders of our yl cuſto⸗ 
mes. what thing moe monſtruous can be noyſed among 
men, then that they ſhulde come and complayn of the the⸗ 
ues of their countreis to the theues of my coutte: what 
greater ſhame and inconuenience can be, than to demand 
Juſtice of they: menſlecrs, of the mankyllers of my court 
and houſe ? what crueltie were ſo crueli as to complayne 
ofthe vagaboundes of they; londes, to the llouthfull and 
ydell folke of mi houſe what thinge can be moze ſhame- 
full, than to come to accuſe them that haue ſayde ylle of 
emperozs, befoze them that euety day blaſpheme the god⸗ 
des! What thynge can be moze inhumapne, than to cou. e 
to aſke iuſtice on hym that hath tranſgreſſed but ones, of 
them that neuer dyd good warkes e Truely in ſuche caſe 
the pooze men ſhulde retourne with they: ignoꝛance begi⸗ 
led, and we ſhulde tarie with our cruell malyce ſhamed of 
men, and culpable befoze god. © howe many ſmall mat- 
ters do we chaſtiſe in men of ſmal reputation, which with 
out bꝛeakynge of Juſtice we myght foꝛbeate / and howe 
many great thynges do the goddis ſuffre in the hye pzin- 
cis and lozdes, the which not without Juſtice they maye 
greuouſely puniſhe:And by that cruell men as ctuell, can 
pardon nothynge: and the goddes pytefull ſcantely wyll 
chaſtiſe any thynge. Yet fo2 all this, J wolde that none 
ſhulde deceyue him ſelfe, foz though the goddis fozbeare 
they: iniuties, yet they leaue theym not vnpuniſſhed, by 
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M ARCS 
as he that gyueth a blowe to an other, the hyer that he lik⸗ 
teth his hande, the greatter is the ſtroke on the cheke. By 
ſemblable wiſe the mo yeres that they foꝛbetre our ſpnnes, 
the moze afterwarde do they hurte vs with pcines.Truc- 
lye J haue ſene the goddes dpucrſe tymes to dyyers per- 
ſones fozbeare dyuers ſynnes a greatte whyle, but at the 
laſte J haue ſeene theym all vnwares chaſtiſed with one 
chaſtiſemente. 


¶ Howe the emperour wolde haue them of his 
coutte to lpue.cap.x v. 


the that the goddes haue oꝛdeyned, and my 
b fatall deſtenies haue permpytted, that J ſhuld 
be choſen emperour (not to ſlouthfull) J haue 


in hope to haue gyftes and rewardes, and other J dydde 
chuſe to do my ſeruice, The intention of the fathers, when 
theybaing they: children to the courte of pzinces, is to put 
them from daliance of theyz frendes, and baniſhe theym 
from the wantonnes of they: mothers . Ind me ſemeth it 
is well done, foꝛ the chyldren from theyz youthe oughte to 
gyue them ſelfe to trauayle, wherby they ought to Iyue, 
and reſiſte the diſfauour and falles of fo:tune . ye are not 
come from your countres to lerne the vices of Rome, but 
to lerne many good maners that are in Rome, and leaue 
the yll maners of your landes. All that doo not this, and 
fo:ſake trauayle : gyue them ſelfe to verye idelnes . The 
meſerable Rome hath moze nede of labourcrs foz to la⸗ 
bour, than of lozdes and habytauntes Patricicns, * 
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AVRELIVS 42 Two 
if- | wyl but paſſe the tyme in reſte and pleaſures . I ſweare to 1745 
3p | you, that not foz werynge the armes with the craft of we⸗ 4 
, uyng, and the fyngers with ſpinnyng, the bozdel howſes 1 


ic- | noweadayes are fuller of pdel women, than the churches ” "1 
of good pꝛieſtes. Ind J \were agayne, that euſelyet maye 4 

he be kounde. x. M. yll women in Rome to ſcrue in pleaſure 29 

ne ok vices, than. x. M. good men to ſetue in the churches. x 
IJ p:ay you who ſlecth the marchantes in hye ways: who 6 

diſpoplcth wayfaringe men and pilgrimes on the moun⸗ 1 

taynes - Who piketh the lockes and bꝛeketh honeſt mens 

does and windowes - woho robbe by ſtrengthe the chur⸗ 

ches! but theſe lewtrynge theues, whiche wyll not labour 

ny by dap, but diſpoſe them to rob by night. O Rome, what 5 4 
hatmes come to the fo2 one onely euyll: Who hath fylled 

Italy ſo full of loſte people, the palays ſoo full of vnable | 


— perſones, the mountaynes ſoo ful of theues, the tauernes \ 
to | ſo full of yl wome, and euety place ſo ful of vacabundes : ? 
I but one, the canker of ydelnes and louth, whiche deſtro- | 
u, veth the good coſtumes moze than the wyndes and wa- 


de ters thyn olde wozne walles. Beleue me one thing, koꝛ J 
wote that I ſay trouth therin, that the craft of weauing, ö 
wherin al the naughty vilaines are wouen and wzought, 
and the ſeede of all vnhappye vyces, the ſlydynge of all 1 
it goodneſſe, the fallynge of all theym that be euyll, and the . 
a wakinge and pꝛouokinge of al theſe, is but this fowle 4 
vice ok ſlouthe and idelneſſe. And moze ouer J ſaye, that 


le C 
oe there is noo vice amonge all vices, that bzedeth ſoo great 4 
at a fie, and cauſeth ſoo continualle a ſyckeneſſe of (lepe a- N 
ue J monge aaged folke, and that puttethe good folke in ſoo 


d great perylle, and doth ſoo moche domage to theym that 
he de euyll, as doth ydelnes . Who is it that caulethe ſedyti- 
on amonge,the people and (claunder in realmes, but they 


at Þ that reſte and doo nothynge: bicauſe they wolde eate the 
M. u. koode 
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foode gotten by ſweat of them that labour ! who is it that 
fyndeth newe inuencions of tributes and koꝛayne exacti- 
ons, but ydel men the which bycauſe they wyl not wozke 
with theyꝛ handes, finde p2ofite with infinite exactions⸗ 
who maketh diſcetion betwene neighbours but idel folk * 
they deuide they: ylle amonge they? netghbours, bycauſe 
they occupie not their fo:ccs in good wozkes, noꝛ tefreine 
their tongues to clatter of other mens liues? who imagi⸗ 
neth in theſe dayes ſo many malices in Rome, the whiche 
was neuer harde of our fathers, no2 redde in our bokes 2? 
but vacabundes that neythcr applye no ſctte their wittes 
about nothyng cls : but thynke howe to endomage other? 
The emperour that coude baniſhe all theſe ydell perſons 
out of his empire, myght wel auant him ſelfe to haue op⸗ 
pꝛeſſed all the vices of the wozlde . J wolde it pleaſed the 
immoꝛtal goddis,that of ſo many triumphts that J haue 
hadde of ſtraungers, occupied in good exercyſes, that J 
hadde ſene one ofthe vacabundes of Rome dziuen out of 
all houſes. There was an auncient la we, none myght be 
taken and receyued fo2 a citiſen in Rome, but he were firſt 
examined by the Cenſure. In the time of Cato Cenſorius 
when any wolde be a citieſen of Rome, this examination 
was made of him: He was not demaunded of whens he 
was, noꝛ what he was, no: whens he came, no2 wherfoꝛe 
he came, nozof what kinne 02 auncient ſtocke he cam:but 
only they toke his handes bet wene theirs, and if they felt 
them ſofte and ſmothe, foꝛthe with as an ydell vacabunde 
man they diſpatched and ſent him away: and if they found 
his handes harde and ful of harde knottis, by and by they 
admitted him a citezen and dweller of Rome. Alſo whan 
any officcrs toke any yl doets and put them in puſon that 
was called Marmotine, in ſtede of information, the firſt 


thynge that they toke hede ol was theyz hondes, whiche 
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tik they had bene as alabourers hande and a wozke man, 9 
- | thoughehis crime were greuous yet his chaſtiſeinet was ; 7 


e] mitigate, and moze eaſpe: and if the vnhahppye puſoner 1 

cha ced to haue ydel handes foꝛ a littel faute he ſhuld haue . 

? | (harpepuniſhement. It hath ben an old ſapeng: De that 1 

e hath good handes, muſte nedes haue good cuſtomes. 

e | ſay, I chaſtiſed neuer labouringe man, but J was ſozie | 

;- | fo:it:no2 J neuer cauſed to whyppe a vacabunde, but J | g 
4 


ewas gladde ot it. I wyl tell you moze of this Catho Cen- 

+ | ſozius, whiche was greately feared. Foz euen as chyldzen 

s | intheſcholes, herynge their maiſter commynge in, renne 

eto their bokes, So when Cato went thꝛoughe the ſtretes 

g | of Rome, euery body went to theyz wozke. O right happy 5 4 
- | baron, befoze whom the people feared more to be idel, tha 


ec | todoylbefoze many other. Than behold pe at this hourc, | 
e {| whatfo:ce vertue hath, and howe valiaunte a vertuous 1. 9 
I manis, ſeinge that all the woꝛlde feared Rome onelp, foz 141 


f her woꝛzthynes in armes: and all Rome feared Cato one⸗ 
e Ih koꝛ his vertues. The aduentures of men are ſlo dpucrs, 
ſt and the ſuſpecte foztune gyueth ſo many ouerth wart tur⸗ 
g nes, that after that a great ſpace ſhe hathe gyuen greatte J 
n | pleaſures, incontinent we are cyted to her ſubtyll crauat- F- 
e les ot repentaunce . O happy Cato Cenſoz:ine, who with 4 
e uche as haue folowed his wayes arc nowe [ure fro the az 5 
batementes of koꝛtune. Than he that wyll haue glory in 5 
this lyfe, and attayne glory after deth, and to be beloucd . 
of many, and feared of all: let hym be vertuous in do⸗ , ; 
inge of good wozkes, and deceyue noo mau with vapne 
woꝛdes. I ſ\wecare vnto you by thelawe ofa man of wozz= i 
ſhyppe, that if the goddes wolde accompliſhe my deſyre, / 
Thad rather to be Cato with the vertuous policies that 
he bſed in Rome, than to be Scipio with the abundaunce 
of blode, that he ſhedde in Aſtritze. All we knowe wel, that 
M.ut, Scipio 


” "WW 5 


Derr 


2 


— = 
Ve. 
- 


0 r 2 3 3 .,,v *. 


r 


; —— 


— 


r 
— 


29 
- 


— * 
— 


4. 3 
* 
o um 
* * 0 


- — 2 - — 
- 


4&0 wan SO 
— 


MAR CVS 
Scipio hadde a great fame in beatynge downe ok citpes, 
and cuttynge innocentes throtes, and Catho hath attay⸗ 
ned eternall memoꝛp in rcfozmyng the people, pardoning 
treſpaſours, and teachynge ignorante folke, Than pe 
map all ſe, i I haue not good reaſon, moꝛe to deſyte to be 
Cato to the p2ofit of many, than to be Scipio to the preiu- 
dyce of ſo many. Lo my frendes, theſe woꝛdes J haue ſayd 
bycauſe ye maye ſee, that our pꝛedeceſſouts, ſome in their 
ownelondes, other in ſtrange londes, ſome beinge yonge, 
and ſome olde, in they: tymes had glorye in their perſones 
fo: them ſelfe: and fo: the woꝛld to come haue left no ſeſſe 
memorye fo: they: ſutcceſſouts and ofſpꝛynge. And we do 
all the contrary, J beinge emperour am lothe foz to com- 
mande any yl, and our officers foꝛ they: intereſt do woꝛs. 


And where as we are ſet in dyuerſe pleaſures by our vice, 


we fal hourcly in to dyuers miſeries, and ar noted to our 
greate infamie. By the which occaſion the iuſt goddes foz 
our vniuſte wozkes, gyuinge iuſte ſentence, commaunde 
that we lyue with ſuſpection, dye with ſhame, and to be 
buried with foꝛgettekulnes, neuer to be Had in memo:pe. 
Than you of mp courte take good hede, and pꝛynte welle 
my woꝛdes in your myndes : koꝛ who ſo euer J ſe 02 fpnde 
pdcl from hensfozth, J diſcharge hym out of my ſeruice. 
ye that be letued may wzlte and rede ye that be men of ar- 
mes and knyghtes,crercyſe you in feates of warre,ye that 
be officcrs, occupie you in your offices. And take this foz 
certapne, that if ye take not this foz a warnynge and mo- 
nition, that J haue gyuen you betwene pou and me, the 
punyſhementes that I (hall gyue vnto you ſhall be open⸗ 
ly. And to the entent that ye haue it better in your memo⸗ 
ric, and to be a docttyne to pꝛyncis hereafter to comme, 
tis pꝛeſent practiſe and remonſtrance J haue witten in 
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other of my wzytinges, The goddis be kepers of por, (3 +46 
and alſo they defende and kepe ine from yll foztunes and TRE, 
miſaduentures. mw 


_T* wy 


COfa maruaylous and feareful monſter that £ 
was ſcene in Scicile, and of his wzy⸗ 


tynges. cap.rrvi, ; 
£ 


Ip ge pere of the foundation of Rome | 
: 
; 


2 DES emperour, and. it. ycres betoze 
* | he toke poſſeſſion of thempite, the. xx. „ 4 
GS day of the month Sextilis, which now | 
bar 85 is called Juguſt,about the tyme of the 

| . E. ſonne ſettynge, in the realme of Spcil, f 
than called Trinacrie, in a citie called Bellyne, on the lee | 
now named Palerme,a pozt of the ſe, there chaced a thin 
tight perillous to them that ſawe it and no leſſe fearcky 
to them that ſhall here it nowe. As they of Bellyne 0z Pa⸗ 
lerme were then celebꝛatynge a feaſte wich great ioy: foz 
the gladnes that their Pirates had oucrcome the atm of { 
the Numtdiens, and had taken. x. of cheir ſhips, and caſt } 
trrit.perſons into the (ce, bycauſe at that time they were 3 
ennemies eche to other, and koꝛ the yll woꝛkes they dydoe, 4 

+ Þ vere ſhewed the great paſſions that paſſed among them. y 

* J Indas it is the cuſtomme, the thinge that thele Pyrates $ 

I get on the ſee, they departe it amonge them all, whan they 9 
tome home. And whan they comme to lande, they ſpende 
' Ithatmerily, that they gat with greatte trauaple, It is 

lachynge well to be noted, howe all good and ylle hartes 
arc applyed: The good men haue greatte deſyze to they? 


ltiumphes, and couetous men to theit lucte a way 
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MARCYS 

Thus men ought to be beloued, though ſhoꝛtly after they 
oughte to be abhozred . And alſo they oughte to be abhoz- 
red, as though ſhoꝛtely after they ought to be loued. 
Thus than the gouernours of the ſayde citte commaun- 
ded all the ſayde ſhyppes to be ſequeſtred in to they: owne 
handes, to the intente that they ſhoulde not be ſolde, no: 
the coueytous people to haue the vantage in the bycnge 
of them. The cauſe was, koꝛ the cuſtome of the men of the 
yles was, that all thynges ſhulde be kepte to gether, vnto 
the ende of the warre, oꝛ at leaſte tyll they had peace. This 
was a tuſte lawe : Fo: many tymes is made ſtedfaſte ap- 
poyntementes bytwene greate enmyes, and not all onely 

fo: the aunciente hatred, but alſo foꝛ lacke of rycheſſe to 
ſatisfie the pꝛeſente domages. (Chan as all the people 
were withdrawẽ into they: houſes about ſuppertyme, fo? 

it was ſomer, ſodenly there came a monſter in to the myd⸗ 
des of the citie after this ſhape : He ſemed to be of two cu⸗ 

bites ot heyghte, and he had but one eye, his heed was all 

pilled, ſo that his ſcul myght be ſene: He had none cares, 
but that a lyttell of his necke was open, wherby it ſemed 

5 he herd: He had two croked hoꝛnes as a gote: His ryght 
arme was longer than the left: his handes were lyke hoꝛs 
fete:he had no thꝛote: his necke was egall hith his heed: 

his ſholders ſhone as pytche, his bꝛeſte and ſtomake was 

all roughe of heare, his face was lyke a man, ſaufe it had 

but one eye in the myddes of his foꝛheed, and had but one 

noſethꝛyll: from the waſte do wnewarde he was not ſene, 

fo: it was couered : he ſatte on a chariot with.iiii. whelts, 
wherat were two lyons faſtened to gether befoꝛe, and two 
beates behinde: and it coude not be determyned, wherof 
the chatiotte was made, but there was no difference in fa⸗ 
tien thetot and other that were vicd commonlye : In the 
myddis of the lapde chariotte was a caudzon lyke a — 
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with two cares, wherin the ſayde monſter was: and ther⸗ 
foʒe it was ſene but fro the gyꝛdelſtede vpwarde. He went 
about in the citie fro gate to gate a long ſpace caſtyng out 
ſpercles of fy:e. The feare was ſo great, that dyucrs wo⸗ 
men with chylde were delyuered with great peryll and o⸗ 
ther that were weake harted feli in a lwoune. And all the 
people great and ſmalle, leſſe and moze, ranne to the tem⸗ 
ples of Jupiter, Mats, and Phebus, makinge impoztu- 
nate cries and clamouts. And the ſame ſeaſon all the ſaid 
Pyꝛates were lodged in the gouernouts palayes named 
Solyn. Be was of the nation of Capue, and there was 
all the tycheſſe kepte: and whan this monſter had ben o⸗ 
uer all the citie with his chariot, than the lyons and bea⸗ 
tes bzought hym to the palays, where the Pyrates were, 
and beinge very nygh to the gates that were faſte cloſed, 
the monſter cut an care of one of the lyons, and with the 
bloode therofhe wꝛote theſe letters. N. A. S. B. J. - 
Cheſe letters were a p2ofe to all theym ofhygh ſpiryte to 
giue declaration of them:and there were mo declarations 
than there were letters. But finally a woman diuinereſſe, 
02 contrary, aſothſayer , that was had in great reputation 
fo: her craftes, made the very declaration of the ſayde let- 
ters, ſayinge thus. N, reddite. A, alicna. S, ſi vultis. P. 
p:0p2ta. J, in pace. Þ, poſſtdcre . Whiche all to gether 
is to ſaye, Render that pertepnethe to other, if pe wylle 
in peace poſſeſſe your owne, Surely the Pyꝛates were 
ſoꝛe affrayed of that dzedfull commaundemente: and the 
wo mã was greatly pꝛaiſed foz herhygh declaration. Tha 
fo:thwith the ſame nyghte the monſter went into a highe 
mountayne callcd as than Janitia,and there by the ſpace 
of the days was in the ſyght of all the citte : and in that 
ſcaſon the lyons made great ro:inge and howlynge , and 
the bearcs and monlter keſte out great fearctfull _— 
nd 
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And all that ſeaſon there neyther appered byꝛd in the aire, 
no: beaſte in the feldes, and all the men ored great ſacri- 
fices to the goddis, in luche wile that they bzake the vey⸗ 
nes of their handes and fete, aud offered the blode, to ſe if 
they might appeaſe their goddis. After the thꝛe days pal⸗ 
ſed, ſodeinly appcred a clowde blacke and derke vpon the 
erthe, and it began to thunder and lyghten, with a greate 
erthe quake, ſo that many howles fell in the cite, and ma- 
ny of the dwellers and citeſins died. And than ſodeynelpe 
there came a flame of fyzc from the monſter, and bꝛente all 
the palays, where the ſayd Pyꝛates were, and the rychcſ: 
ſes that were in it, fo that all was conſumed in it, yea the 
very ſtones: and the domage was lo great, that there fell 
mo than. it. M. houſes, Ind there dyed as good as. x. M. 
petſons. And in the ſame place on the toppe of the moun⸗ 
tayne, where as the monſter was, theperour comanded to 
cdific a temple to the god Jupiter, in memoꝛy of the ſame. 
Of the whiche temple themperour Alexander, hauynge 
warre with them of the realme, made a ſtronge caſtell. 


¶ What befell to a citeſen of Rome in the tyme of 
this emperour Marcus. Cap. xx vii. 


le ſame tyme that this aduenture chaunced 
un that yle, there was dwellynge in the ſame 
„citic a Romapne named Antygone, a lozde of 
noble bloudde, and ſomewhat entred in age: 
LEY and about two pere befoze, he, his wyfe, and 
a doughter of his were banyſhed Rome, and not his ſon- 
nes. The occaſion was, There was an auncient laudable 
cuſtome, ſith Quintus Cincinatus dictatour, that two of 
the auncient ſenatours togyther ſhulde go with the cen⸗ 
lure newly created, and the olde, in the month of _— 
03 
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fo: to biſite all Rome: and they to call euety Romayne az 
parte alone, ſhewynge hym the. rii, tables of their lawes, 
and particular decrees of the ſenate, demandyng of them 
if they knewe any neyghbour in their quarter, that hadde 
b:oken theſe la wes. Ind if they dyd, it ſhulde be infoꝛmed 
to the ſenate. Ind there all to gyther to oꝛdeyne punyſhe⸗ 
ment accozdynge to the diuerſytye ofthe fautes that they 
hadde commytted: But the fautes commptted that pꝛe⸗ 
ſente pere, they myght not chaityſe, but to aducrtiſe them 
to amende afcerwarde. And all ſuche as were ones war⸗ 
ned, and in the nerte viſitation founde ſtylle vnamended, 
to be greuously punyſhed, and ſomtime banyſhed. Theſe 
were the woꝛdes ofthe la we in the. v. table and third cha⸗ 
pitcr: It is oꝛdeyned by the holy ſenate, by conſent of bliſ⸗ 
full men, receyuing the auncient colonies, that if men bez 
inge men in one pere do treſpas, the men as menne fo: the 
ſaide yere (Hall diſſimule and fozbere: but if they that be yl 
as yl, do not amend, they that be good, as good, ſhal cha⸗ 
ſtiſe them. Alſo the ſayd law ſaith: the firſt fautes are ſuf- 
fred, bicauſc they are comitted with weke ignozace: but if 
they cotinue them, v they be chaſtiſed, bicauſe their yll co⸗ 
meth of ſlouth x malice. This inquiſition was euer made 
in the moneth of Deccbze, bicauſe that ſoone after in the 
month of Janiuer the offices of Rome were diuided. And 
it was reaſon, that they ſhuld knowe to whom they ſhuld 
giue 02 denye their dignities: to thentent that good ſhuld 
not be choſen in ſtede of yl, no2 the yl in ſtede of good. The 
pticular cauſe why they banyſhed the man a his wife with 
their doughter was this: The ſecond emperour of Rome 
Auguſt oꝛdeined, that none ſhuld be ſo hardy to pis at any 
doꝛes of thetẽples: and Caligula the. iiii.emperour com- 
maded, that no woman ſhulde gyue any cedules to hange 
about the peoples neckes, to heale the feuer quartayne , 

Nail, And 


MARCYVS 


And Cato Cenſozine made a lawe, that noo manne noz 
yonge mayden ſhulde ſpeake togyther at the conduites oz 
welles, where they fetched water, noz at the ryuer where 
they waſhed their clothes, noz at the ouens whe re they baͤ⸗ 
ked Neade, bycauſe all the ponge people of No me that 
were wylde and wanton ranne ever thyder. Do tt befelle, 
that as the cenſures and conſules viſited the quarter cal- 
led mount Celto, there was a dweller named Antigonus 
accuſed, that he was ſene piſſynge againſt the temple wal 
of Mars: and his wyfe was accuſed, that ſhe ha dde ſolde 
cedules fo2 feuer quartaynes: and lykewiſc his doughter 
was accuſed that ſhe was ſene at the conduites, ryucrs, x 
ouens, ſpekyng and laughing with yonge men of Rome: 
The whiche was a great ſhame to the maydens of Rome. 
Than the cenſures ſeinge the yll oꝛdet, that they had foũd 
in the the houſe of the ſaid Anthigone by the regeſters, by 
due examinatiõ, being warned afoze, they were baniſhed 
into the yles of Cycill, fo: as long as it ſhuld pleaſe the ſe⸗ 
nate. Ind lyke as in edifices, ſumptuous and of greatte 
eſtimation, one ſtone is not decayde oꝛ wzythed out with- 
out ſhakynge oz mouynge of an nother : euen lyke wple 
is it in the chaunces of menne. Foꝛ commonly one vnhap⸗ 
pynes chaunceth not, but an other folo wethe. And J ſaye 
this bycauſe Anthigone loſt not allonely his honour and 
welthe, but alſo he was banyſhed, and beſyde that by the 
tremblynge of the erthe his houſe fell downe, and llewe a 
welbeloued doughter of his. Ind all che whyle that this 
was done at Rome and p that befell of the monſter in Cy⸗ 
cill. Marke the emperotr was in the wartes againſte the 
Aragons, and there he receyued a letter from Antygone, 
whetin was reherſed his banyſhynge, wherof the empe 
ronr hadde greatte compaſſion, and to comfozt hym, ſente 
hym an other letter. 
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Ok a great peſtilence that was in Ttaly in 
this emperours tyme, Cap. x vii. 


Jueyere after the dethe of Anthony the meke, 
father in law to Marcus Aurclius,and father 
to Fauſtine, there felle à peſtilence in Jtalye, 
And it was one of the. v. great peſtylences a 
monge the Romapyne people. This moztalitie 
dured the ſpace of two yeres, and it was vntuerſalle tho- 
rough out all Italy, to the great domage and feare of all 
the Romains fo: they thought that the goddis wold haue 
diſtroyed them, foꝛ ſome diſpleaſure that they had done a⸗ 
gainſte them. There dyed ſoo many, as well of great eſtat, 
as ryche and pooꝛe, greate and ſmall, yong and olde, that 
the wziters had leſſe trauayle to watte the ſmall nombze of 
theym that were ;lcfte alyue, than to wꝛyte the multitude 
of them that were deed. Lyke as whan a great buyldynge 
wyll falle, firſte there falleth ſome ſtone : In lyke wiſe the 
Romayns neucr had no great peſtilence in their tyme, but 
firſt they were thꝛetned with ſome token, ſigne, oꝛ pꝛodigie 
fro heuen. Two pere befoze that Haniball entted into J- 
talye, in an euenynge, whan the wether was clere x faite, 
ſodeynely it rayncd bloudde and mylke in Rome. And it 
was declared by a woman, that the blode betokened cruel 
warte, and the mylke a moztall peſtilence. han Scilla 
tetourned from Champapne, to put Marius his ennemie 
out of Rome, his men of warre and knyghtes ſawe in a 
nyght a fountayne that ranne bloudde, and who ſoo euer 
was bathed therin, ſemed to be poyſoned with venyme. 
Of the whiche pꝛodigie folowed, that of. u. C. and. l. M. 
dwellers in Rome, what with theym that dped with the 
werde, and othet conſumed by peſtilence, were conſumed 


vith Scilla,and of them that fledde with Matius of the 
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ſaid greate multitude of Romayns, there abode alyue no 
mo but. rl. M. perſons. Certaynely Rome neuer recetued 
ſo great domage in. vi. C. yeres befoze, as they dydde by 
their owne pꝛopꝛe people. All the tyzauntes were neue ſoo 
crucll ageinſt ſtrange landes, as the Romayns were than 
ageinſt their owne pꝛopꝛe landes. Ind this ſemethe to be 
true, bycauſe the ſame day y Sylla paſſed thꝛough Rome 
with his blody werde, a capitayn of his ſayd to hym: Sit 
Scylla, if we ſlee them that beare armour in the feldes, x 
thein that bere no armour in their houſes, with whom ſhal 
we lyuc? J coniure the by the hie goddes, ſyth we be bozne 
of women, let vs not ſlee the women: and ſithe we be men, 
let vs not lee the men. Thou thynkeſt that in ſleinge all 
the Romaynes to make a comon welthe of beaſtes of the 
mountaynes. Thou entreſt with a crie to defende the com- 
mon welthe, and to put out the tyꝛantes that diſtrope the 
common welth, and we do remapne tyzauntes our ſelkes. 
To mpne vnderſtandpng that capitayn merited as great 
glozic fo: the good woꝛdes that he ſpake,as Scilla dydde 
merite chaſtiſement foz the crucltie that he dyd , This we 
haue ſayd, bycauſe that ere ſuche damages dyd fall, there 
pꝛoceded befoze certayne pꝛodigies and tokens. No leſſe 
token was ſhewid befoze the moztalite that fel in the time 
of this good emperour, the whiche was a fearefull thing, 
The cale was ſo : On a day as themperour was at the tc: 
ple of the virgins Ueſtales, ſodeynly there entred in two 
hogges, and ranne aboute his fete, and there felle do wne 
deed: and on an other day as he came from the hyghe ca- 
pytoll, fo: to haue gone out at the gate Salaire, he [awe 


two kytes ioyninge to gether with their talantes: and ſoo P 


fell down deed at the emperours fete. Ind within a ſhozte 
whyle oz ſeaſon after,as the ſayd emperour came fro hun⸗ 
tynge, his houndes rennyng at a wyld beaſte, as he gan 
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two greyhoundes that he loued wel, water to dꝛinke with 
his owne handes,ſodetnly they fel downe decd at his fete. 
Than he remembzyng the ſwyne, the kytes,and the grep⸗ 
houndes deed ſo ſodeynly, he was greatly diſmayed , and 
aſſembled all his pꝛeſtes, magitiens, and diuines , demi- 
dynge what they ſayd to the pꝛodigies, and they by thoſe 
thinges paſſed, iudged the dede pꝛeſente, and determyned 
that within two yeres the goddis wold ſende great a gre⸗ 
uous punyſhementes to Rome. Than within ſhoꝛt while 
after, there began a warre agaynſt the Parthes , wherby 
there fel the pete after great famyn and peſtilence among 
the Romayns. This peſtilence came with ſozes vnder the 
arme pittes, ſo that al the ſenate fledde away, and the em- 
pcrour alone abode ſtyll in the capitoll. Than the ayze be- 
gan to be ſo cozrupte,that though he ſcaped the peſtilence, 
pet he was vered with hote feuers.voherfoze he was fayn 
to leue Rome, and went in to Champayn : and fynally in 
the citie of Naples he made his abode duringe the tyme 
that the peſtilence was in Nome. 


C Howe Mar. anſwered his phiſitiens that wold 
haue him leauc his ſtudie, Cap. rrir. 


dee mpcrour beynge in the ſayde cytie of Na- 
175 = ples, where as other ſought paſtyme to con- 
Ta 77 ſerue their lyues, this emperour occupied him 
elle in his bokes to augment cence, A man 

==== coude do hym no better ſeruice than to ſeke to 
gette hym a newe boke: not ſuche as was witten in his 


tyme, but ſuch as were foꝛgotten foz age. This emperour 


was not onely a louet of olde and antyke bokes, but al- 


ſo ot auncient eſtoʒies, and ſet very great ſtoze by theym: 
Ind he thus beinge in this cytie ſycke and very yl at eaſe, 
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there was bꝛought to hym out of a citie of Alia called He- 
lia, by certayne Hebꝛewes, a boke wꝛitten in Hebꝛew:a he 
toke ſuche pleaſure in that boke, that oft tymes he wolde 
leaue his meate and goo to ſtudy: and fo: all that he was 
in his hote feucr, he wolde not leaue to rede, fo2 all that 
his phiſitiens warned hym, and his frendes pꝛaped him: 
and they that were aboute hym, counſapled hym, and de⸗ 
maunded hym, why he left to pꝛocute the helth of his per- 
ſone in ſo moche redynge. He aunſwered : By the goddts 
that we honour J comute you, and foꝛ the frendſhyp that 
is betwene vs, J pꝛay you lette me alone. Ye knowe wel, 
that ſuche as ate ofa delycate bloode, haue not ſo moche 
ſolycitude as the tuſticall people, that haue hard ſinewes 
and be of a moze harder complexion. Lyke mauer they of 
clete vnderſtandynge haue nede of other medicines , and 
to be hcled with other ſyꝛopes thi they of groſſe vnderſta- 
dynge. This is the differẽce that J haue of eyther of them: 
The pdeot kepeth dyete frome bokes, and reſtethe on his 
meate, and the wiſe man abhozreth meate, and dꝛawethe 
hym to his bokes. If they knewe, that knowe not, what 
thynge knowlege is, J \weare to you, they ſhulde ſe what 
auayleth moꝛe the lytell knowlege that a wyſe man hath, 
than the greatte ryches of the ryche man. Foz the myſcta⸗ 
ble ryche perſone, the moze that he encreaſeth in rychclle, 
the moze he dunynyſſHeth in frendes, and growethe in en- 
nemies to his domage. And he that is wyttie , the wyſer 
that he is, the better he is beloued of them that be good, i 
fcarcd of them that be yll fo2 his pꝛofite. One of the thyn- 
ges, wherin J holde my ſelfe moſte bounde to the goddis 
is this, that they haue cauſed me to compas the tyme as 
I haue done, the whiche is no lyttel gyft foꝛ a man to lyue 
in this woꝛlde. J ſay it is, bycàuſe Þ hauc had great com- 
paſſion ofthe pooze, that be very pooze, of _— 0 
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them that be ſoꝛowłull and vnhappy, and of Ozphelins. 
e | But without comparpſon Þ haue had greatteſt compaſ- 
ze | ſtonofthem that lack knowlege. Foz the goddis making 
g | imenneignozant by naturalitie, myghte haue made theym 
it | goddis by connynge and — and as the ſlouthe- 
1: | fullemen are tamed and made leſle than men by their ne⸗ 
e gligence, ſo certianly bleſſed he is that ts not content to be 
x: | aman,butifhe pzocureto be moze than a man by his ver⸗ 
ig tue. And curſed is that man that knoweth not to be a mii, 
at | but maketh him ſelfe leſſe than a man by his vice. By the 
1, | tugment of all philolophers, there is but one, that is the 
he | firſt cauſe, whiche is one god immoztalle : and it there be 
eg dyuers goddis in theheuens it is bicauſe there are diuers 
of | vertues in the erthe. And in the woꝛlde that is paſte whan 
ny | the ſimple men were ſetuauntes and bonde men, and the 
+5 | good men rulers and gouernours, they were then ſo eſtc- 
med, bycauſe they were knowen and renowmed in good | 
is werkes whanne they lyued. So that they were holden 
he | and reputed as goddis after theyzdeathe , This is the , 
ryghte rewarde that commethe of vertue. It is a thynge 
hat conſonant to teaſone, they that be good amonge ſo many 
th yll in this lyfe, that they ſhulde be greattely honoured a- 
mong the goddis after their deathe. Ye ate not wel contet 
ne | wich me. bycauſe J am alwape redynge: but J am wozſe 
content with pou, bycauſe I neuer ſe one bake in your hã⸗ 
des: ye thinke it gret trauayle to a ſycke man to rede, and 
I tepute it a very perillous thinge foꝛ a hole man to reſte 
and be idell. Le ſap my tedynge is cauſe of my feuer quar- 
tayne in my fleſſhe : and J ſaye that ydelnes engendzethe 
great peſtilence. Syth J may pꝛokite by my bokes, let no 
man haue compaſſion ot my trauaple. Foz J deſire rather 
to dye as a wiſe perſon amonge wiſe men, than to lyue ig⸗ | 
nozantly amonge men. J demaunde = thynge 2 vou: . 
man * 
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Iman pꝛeſuminge to be a man and not lerned, whatdyf- 
fetence is betwene hym and other beaſtes : Certaynly the 
beaſtes are moꝛe pꝛofitable to labour the crthe, than ſym⸗ 
ple pcrſons be to ſetue the common welthe. N poze ore gy⸗ 
ueth his ſkynne to make ſhone, his fleſhe to be eaten, and 
his ſtrength to labour: and a pooze ſymple ſhepe doth pꝛo 
fite, his flece and woll to make clothe, and mylke to make 
cheſe: But what pꝛofiteth a folyſhe ideote man! Nothing 
but offendeth the goddis, ſclaundereth innocentis eateth 
the bꝛeade of othet, and is chieke heed of vacabundes. Of 
trouth if it lay in my handes, J had rather gyue lyfe to a 
ſyinple oxe, than to a malycious ideot. Foz the beaſt liueth 
fo; the vtilitie of dyuers, without doinge domage to any 
other: and the ſimple ideot man lyueth to the domage of 
all other, and without pꝛofite to any perſonne. Therfoze 
thinke well why J am not pleaſed with theym that be ig⸗ 
no:ant, and loue them that be lerned. Harke ſyꝛs, what 
Gall ſhewe you : That man ſemethe good, that is meke 
and gentyll of condition, ſofte in woꝛdes, and reſtfulle in 
his perſone, and gracious in conuetſation:and contrary 
wile, that perſone ſooꝛe diſpleaſeth me, that is ſharpe of 
woꝛdes, ſooze moued in his werkes, riottous in his cons 
dition, and double of his pzompys, and harde harted , Al⸗ 
ſo I ſay, that if any thyng fayleth a wiſe man by nature; 
he ſupplyeth it by ſcience : and he that is ignozant and fos 
lyſhe, if he faileth diſcretion, he ſupplpeth therto his ma- 
lice, Ind truſt ye ſurely, that a wozthy bertuous mi ther⸗ 
by becomethe wile, and he is to be truſted : and he that is 
of an other manet beware of hym, fazhegocthe aboute to 
ſell his malice, He that wyl begile an other, the firſt thing 
that he doth is, he ſhebeth hym ſelfe to be ſimple and ig⸗ 
noꝛaunt. F02a man beinge in credence mape ſoone ſp;ed 


abzode his malyce. Theſe mothes and ſolce wozmes = 
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freate the clothe : and the canker wozme perſeth the bone, 
and flatering men begyle all the wozlde. 


¶ Howe ſcience ought to be in pꝛincis. Cap . rrr , 


He ſaid emperout folowing his purpoſe, ſaid: 
frendes beholde howe greate domage igno⸗ 
trance dothe to all men. And thoughe it be do- 
E mageable to every man, yet it is moſte hurte- 
dull to a pzince, whiche oughte not onelyto be 
content to knowe as moche as any other wile perſon kno⸗ 
weth, but to knowe that euery man knoweth, ſithe he ts 
loꝛde ouer all other. To my iugement theſe pztncts are not 
choſen, that they ſhulde cate inoze mete than all other,noz 
tobe appareyled rychelyer than all other, no; to renne fa⸗ 
ſter than all other: but with pꝛeſuppoſition Þ they oughte 
to knowe moe than all other. Whanne a pʒince wylle re⸗ 
frayne his ſenſualitie, than he oughte to tegatde, that his 
perſon be righte honen, and remembze this wozde that is: 
The greattet that a pꝛince is of power aboue other, the 
greatter oughte his vertue to be aboagallothet. Foz ter⸗ 
taynly the greatteſt infamie is, to ſe a man moſte mighty 
aboue all other and moſte tyche ok all other, and than to 
be knowen an ideot and leſſe of knowlege than other. Il 
defautes in a gouernout map be bozne ſaufe tgnozaunce, 
fo: ignoꝛãce in a pꝛince is a ſtroke of peſtilece:a it ſleeth di 
uers, ⁊ infecteth al perſons, 4 vnpcopleth the tealme, cha 
teth away fredes, a giueth hart to enmies of ſtrang nati⸗ 
ons, that were in dꝛed, x finally domageth his pſon , and 
ſclãdꝛeth euety one. voha Camill triiphed ouer the frcech- 
me, the day of his trifiph he wꝛote theſe woꝛdes in the ca- 
pitol: O Rome thou haſt ben moder of al wiſe men, x ſteps 
dame to al foles, Thele were wozthy as - fucha _ 
(th, nd 
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and but if my remembzance begyle me, certaynely Kome 
was moe renowmed foꝛ wyſe perſons that came thyther, 
than fo: the fcatis of warte that were ſente frome thenſe, 
Our auncient Romaynes were moze feared fo: theit wyſe 
dome and knowlege,than fo: their conqueſtes. Al the erth 
fearcd them moze that tourned leaues of bokes in Nome, 
than they that were armed with armour . Foz that cauſe 
Rome was neuer vanquiſhed : and thoughe therr armies 
were deuyded and bzoken, yet they neuer lacked wyſe me, 
can not ſay it without teares, Nome is fallen frome the 
molt hight of her eſtate: not fo: faut of money and armes 
fo2 to fight withall, but fo: lacke of wyſe men, and vertu- 
ous foz to gouerne. Dur fozefathers wanne lyke men, and 
we leſe lyke ſimple childzen : al thingesthat are deſired of 
men, they atteyne by trauayle,fuſteyne with thought,and 
depatte fro with great annoyance. And the reaſon is this: 
There is nothynge ſo good noz ſoo well beloued, but the 
cours of tyme cauſeth vs to leaue it, and to diſpzaple and 
abhozre it, 02 be wery therof. This is the vapne vanity of 
the wozlde, and loſt tyme loſt : fo: with their yong deſires 
they do refrayne thetr deſires. They wolde oftentymes at- 
tayne a thinge, and after they ſtudy how to gao therfroa- 
gayne. And yet to ſhewe further their lyghtnes, that that 
coſt moche, they gyue fo2 a lyttell pzice. That they loue at 
one tyme, they hate at an other: and that that they with 
great ſtudy and labour haue attayned, with greatte fury 
they fo:go. And me thinketh this is the ozdinaunce of the 
goddis, that he that loueth ſhall haue an ende, and it that 
is bcloued ſhall cake an ende : and the tyme that we are 
in ſhall ende. Than it is reaſone, that the loue wherwith 
we do loue, (hall ende in lykewyſe. Than our appetite is 
ſo diſhoneſt, that in ſeing we deſire tt, and in deſiryng ws 
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taynynge we abhozre it: and in abhozrynge, we leaue it: 1 

and than fozthwith agayne we pꝛocute an other thynge, '” 

and that newe pꝛocuringe we abho:re ageyne : In ſuche 1 

wiſe, that whan we degynne to loue a thynge, than we fal 499% 

ageyne to hate it, and in the fallynge to hate it, we begyn * 

ageyn to loue an other thyng. So thus finally our iyfe 

doth ende, er our couetyſe dothe leaue vs. It is not thus 

of wiſedome and knowledge, the which if it ones entre in⸗ | 
; | toamans hart, it cauſeth hym to fo:get the trauayle Þ he # \ } 
had taken in the attaynyng therof. Foꝛ he taketh the tyme WW. (| 
; | paſtas good, and entoyeth with rightfull ioy the tyme pꝛe | 
ſent, and hathe pdelnes in hate. Noz is not contente with | 
that he knoweth,but enfo:ceth his appetiteto know moze, 
loupnge that other leauethe : ano leauynge that other to- | 

ucth. Finally he þ ts perfitly wiſe, ſpozteth in this wozlde 

with trauayle, and in traueling in bokes is his reſte . We | 

haue not to ſay of all thinges, but ot that we fele of them. — 4 
Foz it is an other maner to ſpeake by ſimilitude of a ſtran 15 | 
ger, and of our owne ence. And in this caſe J ſape, * ; 
that though we hope of no rewarde of the goddis, noz ho- ) 
nour amonge men, noz memozte ofthe woꝛld to come: pet 1 
am I ryght gladde to be al onelp a philoſopher, coſe how 1 
gloʒiouſiy the philoſophers haue paſſed their tyme. Þ dc- . 
maunde one thinge, whan mpne vnderſtandyng is obfuſ- 5 
ked in that J haue to do, and whan my memozye is trou- 8 
bled in that J haue to determyne, and whan my bodye is 
tompaſſed with dolours, and whan my hatte is charged 4 
with thoughtis, and whan J am without knowlege, and 
whan J am ſet aboute with peryls, where can I be better 
accompanied than with wiſe men, ozels redynge amonge 
bokes Jn bokes J fynd wyſedom, wherby J map lerne: 
ve alſo there J fynd wozthynes, which J may folowe: find 
- I there pzudence to councell me, J * _ as be oy 
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full, with whom J may wepe: J finde there them that be 
mery, with whom J maye laughe: J fynde there ſymple 
folke, at whom J map ſpozte : J fynde that is noughte, 
whiche J maye leaue: Ind finallye in wzitynge J fynde, 
howe in p:oſperitic J oughte to behaue me: and howe in 
aducrſitie J oughte to guyde me. O howe happy is that 
man that hath wel redde ; And pet moze happy is he, that 
though he knoweth moche, yet ſtayeth vpon counſel. And 
ik this be true generally, than moche moꝛe is it neceſſary, 
that he kepe the cru way, which gouerneth al other. It is 3 
rule infallible, that a pꝛince being wyſe, can neuet be ſim⸗ 
ply good, but very good: and the pꝛʒince that is ignozante, 


can not be ſimplp pll, but very yl. A pzince that is not wel 


foztunate , his wyledame may greatly excuſe hym to his 
people of his mylfoztune giuen to him by foꝛtune. Whan 
a pꝛʒiuce is greatly beloued ot his cõmontie, and is vertu- 
ous ot his perſone, than euery man ſaythe, if he haue not 
ood foztune:Al though out pzince wat good foztune,yet 

his woꝛthy bertues fayle not: and though he be not hap⸗ 
py in his ententes yet at the leaſt he heweth his wyſcdomn 
in the meane ſeaſon: And thoughe fo:tune denye hym at 
one howꝛe, pet at an other tyme ſhe agreeth by his wyſe- 
dome. And contrary wiſe an vnwyſe pꝛince, and hated of 
his prople, by ſiniſtre foꝛtune reuneth into great perylle. 
Foz it yll fuccede to him in weighty matters, than incon⸗ 
tinent it ſhalbe ſapd, it is by reaſon of the ignoꝛãte of him 
ſelfe, 02 by pll councell of ſuch as be about hym:a if good- 
nes luccede tohym, it ſhall not be attributed by reaſon 0 
his good gouernance, but that foztune hathe ſuffered it, 
and not by the Frcumſpect piledqme that heHathe hadde 
tn the meane lealſone hut tat uu was of the pitie that the 
goddis had of hyin, Than ſithe it is thus, a vertuous $ 
wozthy pzince in his pdell tymes oughte lecretely 00.590 
in bo⸗ 
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be in bokes, and openly to common and cotincell with wyſe 
le | men. And in caſe yll foꝛtune wyll not permyt hym to take 
te, | their councelles, vet at the leaſte he ſhall recouer credence 
de. | amonge his ſubiectes. J wyll ſaye no mozeto you, but J 
in | eſteme the knowlege ofa wyſe perſone, ſo that ik J knewe 
at | that there were ſhops of ſciences, as therets of other mar- 
at | c<handiſe, J wold giue al that J haue onelp to lerne that a 
ay | wyſe mannelerneth in one daye. Fynally J ſaye, that J 
wyl not gyue that lyttell that I haue lerned in onchoure, 
fo: all the golde in the wozlde: and moze gloꝛye haue J of 
the bokes that J haue redde, and of ſuche wozkes as J 
haue compoſed, than of all the.victozies that J haue had, 
0: of the realmes that J haue wonne, | 


C what a bilayne ſayde to the ſenatours of Rome in the 
pꝛelence ot the emperour, Cap, rrxt. 


is emperour being ſicke, as it is afozeſaid, 
Mona dapas there were with hym diners phi⸗ 
yifitiens # ozatouts, there was a purpoſe mo⸗ 
ued among them, how gretly Rome was cha 
ged not al onely in edifices but alſo in cuſto⸗ 
mes, # was ful of flaterers, +bnpepled of men v durſt ſap 
che trouth. Than the emperour {apt}: The fyꝛſte pete pᷣ J 
.on- ¶ vas coſull, there cam a pooʒe vilayn fro theriucr of Das 
vim nubie to aſke tuſtice of the ſenate ayenſt a ceſute, who dyd 
od- Idiuers extoztions to the people: and he had a ſmall face x 
4 of great lippes, # holow eied, his here curled, a bare heeded, 
o it, his ſhoes of a poꝛkepes [kpn, his cote of gotis heate, his 
de gitdel of bul tuſhes, q a wild eglatine in his hande, it was 
aſtrang thing to le him ſo monſtruous, and meruaplle to 

here his purpoſe-Certainlp whan J ſaw him com into the 
nate, I wend it had ben ſom beelt in the figure of a — 
nd 
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Ind after J had harde hym, J inged hym one ol the god- 
des, if there be goddis amonge men. And as the cuſtome 
in the ſenate was, that the complayntes ofthe pooʒe per- 
ſons were hard befozc the requeſtis of the ryche : this vil- 
layne had lycence to ſpeake, and ſo beganne his purpoſe, 
wherin he ſhewed hym ſelfe as bolde, as extremes baſe in 
his aray, and ſayd : O pe ancient fathers and happy peo⸗ 
ple, J Myles dwellynge on theryuers and cityes of the 
fludde of Damuble do ſalute you ſenatours that are hete 
aſſembled in the ſacred ſenate. The dedes permytteth, and 
the goddis ſuffreth, that the captayns of Rome with their 
great pꝛide haue reduced vnder ſubtection the vnhappye 
people of Germany. Great is the glozie of you Romayns 
fo: your battayles that ye haue wonne throughout all the 
woꝛlde. But if wzyters ſaye tru, moꝛe greter ſhall be pour 
infamy in tyme to com, fo: the cruelties that pe haue done 
to the innocentes. My pꝛedeceſſours had people nygh to 
the flode of Danubie, and bycauſe they dyd ylle, the erthe 
wared due, and they dzewe to the freſſhe water: than the 
water was noyfull to them, and they rettirned to the ferin 
land. What ſhall I ſay than: your couetyſe is fo great to 
haue ſtraungers goodes, and your pꝛide ſo renoumed , to 
commaunde all ſtrange landes, that the ſee maye not pꝛo⸗ 
fite vs in the depencs therof, noz the erthe to aſſure vs in 
the caues therof, Therkoze I hope inthe tut goddis, that 
as ye without reaſon haue caſte vs out of out houſes and 
poſſeſſions: that other ſhall come, that by reaſon ſhal caſt 
you out of Jtaly and Kome. Ind an infallyble rule it is, 
that he that taketh an other mans good, ſhal [eſe the right 
of his owne. Regard ye Romains, though J be a vilayne, 

pet J knowe who is tuſte and rightwyſe in holdynge his 

owne: and who a tyꝛaut, in poſſeſſinge others. There is 

a tule, that what ſo euer they that be pll haue gathered in 
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many dapes, the goddis taketh fro them in one day: and 
contrarie wile all that euet the good haue loſte in manye 
days, the goddis teſtoreth to them agayne in one day. Be⸗ 
leue me in one thynge, and haue no doute theriu, that of 
the vnlaufull winning of the faͤthers, there folowcth the 
luſte loſſe to they: chyldꝛen. And if the goddes take from 
them that be yll eucry thynge that they haue wonne, as 
loane as it is wonne, it were but reaſone, but in lettynge 
them alone, therby they aſſemble by lyttel and lytel dtucrs 
thinges, and than whan they thynke lcaſte theron, is ta⸗ 
ken from them all at ones. This is a iuſt iugement ot the 
goddis, that ſith they haue done yll to dyuerle, that ſome 
ſhulde do yll to them. Certaynely it is not poſſible to any 
vertuous man, if he be vertuous, that he take any taſte in 
an other mans good. And J am ſoze abaſhed how a man 
kepynge an other mans good, can lyue one houre. Spth 
he ſeeth that he hath done iniure top goddts, ſclãdꝛed his 
neibours, pleſed his eumies, loſt his frendes, greued them 
that he hath robbed, and aboue al hath put his owne per- 
ſon in peryll. This is a ſhamefull thynge amonge men, 
and culpable betoze the goddis, the man that hath the de⸗ 
ſyꝛe of his harte, and the bꝛydelle of his warkes at ſuche 
lybertie, that the lyttel that He taketh and robbeth fro the 
pooze, ſemeth moche to hym:but a great dele of his owne 
ſemeth to hym but lyttel. O what an vahappy man is he, 
whether he be greke oz latyn, that without conſideration 
wyll change his good fame into ſhame, iuſtice into wzog, 
tyght into tyranny, 02 trouth into leſynge, the certayn in⸗ 
to vncertayne, hauynge annopance of his owne goodes, 
and dye foꝛ other mens! He that hath his pꝛincipal inten- 
tion to gather goodes foꝛ his chyldren, and ſeke not foz a 
good name amonge them that be good: It is atult cauſe 


that he leſe all his goodes, and lo without * name — 
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to be ſhamefull amonge them that be yl. Let all couetons 
and auarictous people knowe, that neucr amonge noble 
men was gotten good renoume with ſpꝛedyng abꝛode of 
vll gotten goodes. It can not endure many dayes,no2 yet 
be hydden vnder couert manye yeres: a man to be holden 
ryche amonge them that be ryche, and a honozable man 
amonge them that be honorable : foꝛ he ſhalbe infamed of 
that hc hath gathered his ryches with greate couetyſe, 02 
kepeth it with extreme auarice . O ik thele couetous peo⸗ 
ple were as couetous of theyꝛ owne honour, as they be of 
other mens goodes: J ſwere to you, that the lyttel woꝛm 
o2 moth that eateth the gounes o2 clothes of ſuche coue- 
tous people, ſhulde not ete the reſte of they? Iyfe, no2 the 
canker of infamie diſtroye they: goode name and faame 
at they: deathes. Darke ye Romaines, harke what J wyl 
ſay, I wolde to the goddis, that ye coude taſte it. J ſe that 
all the woꝛlde hateth pꝛide, and pet is there none that fo- 
loweth mekenes and humilitie. Euery man condemnethe 
aduouttie and pet J ſee none that liueth chaſte: Eucry 
man curſeth exceſſe, and J ſe none liue temperately:euc- 
ty man pꝛayſeth pactence, and J ſe none that will ſuffre: 
cucry man blameth ſlouth, and J ſe none but they be ydel: 
euery one blameth auarice, and yet euety body robbeth. 

One thynge J ſay, and not without wepynge: J ſay euec⸗ 
ry man with his tongue onely pꝛayſeth vertue, and pet 
they them ſelfes with all they: lymmes are ſeruantes vn- 
to vices. J fay nat this onely fo: the Romapnes, whiche 
bene in T!lirie : but J Cay it by the ſenatours that Þ ſe in 
the ſenate. All ye Romaynes in your deuiſes aboitte your 
armes brate theſe woꝛdes: Romanoram eſt debellare ſuper bos, 
et parcere ſubiectis, That is, it partaineth to Romaynes to 
ſubdewe them that be pꝛoude, and to foꝛgyue ſubiectes. 


But cextainely pe mape better ſape:hit partatneth to Ro⸗ 
maincs 
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mains to erpelle innocentes, ⁊ to trrouble x bexe wzong : 
fully peaſible people: Fo: ye Romains are but deſtroyers 
of peaſible people, and theues to robbe frome other, that 
they [weate foꝛ. 


¶ Of dpuerſe other thynges that the vilayne ſayd 
befoze the lenate.ca.xxxii. 

ie Romapnes, (aid this villayne, what action 
haue ye, that ate bzought vp nyghe to the ry- 
10 87 uet ot Thybet, agaynſte vs that are nyghe to 
6 N WD the ryucr of Danubie: aue ye ſene vs fren- 
© ——— des to yout ennempes oz haue we declared 
vs your ennempes : 0: haue ye harde, that we haue lefte 
our ownc lande; and inhabited any ſtraunge londes # 02 
haue ye harde, that we haue rebelled agaynlt our lozdes, 
0: haue troubled any range realines : 02 haue ye ſent vs 
anye ambaſſadours, to dclyre vs to be your frendes & 02 
hath any hoſte of ours come to Rome to diſtrope you, as 
our enmies? oz hath any kinge dyed in our tealme, that in 
his teſtament made you heyres to our rcalme ? oz what 
antike la we haue ye founde, wherby we ought to be your 
ſubicctes * Of trouthe tn Almayne hereby they haue felte 
your titannie, as wel as we haue herde of your renoume, 
And moꝛe ouer J (ay, that the names ofthe Romayns, * 
the crueltie of tyzantes aryued to gether in one daye vpon 
our people. J wote not what ye wyll ſay, that the goddes 
care not fo: the hardines of m£c:fo2 J le Þ he that hath mo- 
che, yet doth he tirany to him that hath but lytel.And he Þ 
hath but lytel though it be to his inkamy, yet he wyl ſerue 
him Þ hath moch. So that diloꝛdted me appoint the with 
ſecrete malice,xÞ ſecrete malice giueth place to opEtheft : 
and to the open robbery no ma reſiſteth. And therfoze it co 
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to be complete to the pꝛeiudice ot manye good men. One 
thynge J wyl ſay, that eyther the goddes ought to thinke 
ho we theſe men ſhall haue an ende, oꝛ elles that the woꝛld 
muſt ende: oꝛels the woꝛlde to be no wozlde : Oz foztune 
muſte holde ſurc with you, ik all that ye haue won in. viit. 
C.ycres ye leſe not in. viii. dapes. And where as ye are 
become loꝛdes ouer many, ye ſhall become flaucs to all 
the woꝛlde. Certaynely the goddis ſhall be vntuſte, with 
out that thynge come that muſte fal to the woꝛlde hereat- 
ter. Fo: that man that maketh him ſelfe a tirant par foꝛce, 
it is tighte that he retourne to be a ſclaue by Juſtice, And 
it is reaſon, that ſith ye haue taken our myſetable lande, 
that ye kepe vs in Juſtice. J haue mcruapylle of you Vos 
mayns, to ſende ſo ſymple perſons to be out tuges. Fo2 J 
ſwere to the goddis, they can not declare your lawes, no; 
vnderſtonde oures. Þ wote not whether ye ſent them thy⸗ 
det 02 no, but I ſhall ſhewe you, what they do there. They 
take openly what ſo euer is delyuered to them: and they 
doo their pꝛoufite with that they deſyze in ſectete. They 
chaſtiſe the pooze perſone greuoulelye, and they fozbcare 
fo: money them that be ryche:they conſent to many w2on- 
ges, to bꝛynge them after to the lawes, without goodes it 
boteth not to demande Juſtice: and finally vnder colour 
that they be iuges vnder the ſenate ok Rome they ſap they 
may robbe all the londe. What is this ye Romans: ſhall 
pour pꝛide neuer haue an ende in commandyng, no2 your 
couetiſe in robbynge ? Sapye what ye wyll. Ik pe do it fo; 
out chyldꝛen, charge theym with irons, and make theym 
ſclaucs : It᷑ ye do it foꝛ out goodes, go thyther and take 
them: It out ſerutce doth not contente you, ſtryke of our 
heedes. Why is not the knyfe ſo cruelle in our thꝛotes as 
your tyꝛannies be in our hartes Doo ye knowe what 
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neuer to returne to our wyues: but to (lee our chyldzen, 
rather than to leaue them in the handes of fo cruel tiran- 
tes. We had leauer ſuffre the beſtely motions of the fleſhe 
foꝛ. tx. oꝛ.cxx. yeres, than to dye without wounde leuyng 
our childꝛen ſclaues:pe ought not to do this ye Romains. 
A lond taken par force ought the better to be ruled to thẽ⸗ 
tent that the miſerable captiues, ſeinge Juſtice ducly mi⸗ 
niſtred to them, ſhuld therby foꝛgette the tyzanny paſſed, 
and to ſet their hartes to perpetuall ſeruitude. And ſythe 
we ate come to complayne of the grefes that your Cen- 
ſutes do vpon the fludde of Danubie, peraduentute you 
of the ſenate wyll here vs. Wote ye what they do Hare 
and J ſhall ſhewe you. If there come a ryghte pooze man 
to demande Juſtice, hauyng no money to gyue,no2 wine 
to pꝛeſent, noꝛ oyle to pꝛomiſe:they fede hym with woꝛdis, 
ſapenge howe he ſhall haue Juſtice: but they make hym 
to waſte the lyttell that he hath,and gyue hym nothynge, 
though he demande moche. Ind lo the myſerable parſone 
that came to complayn, returneth coinplayninge on you 
all, curſinge his cruell deſtentes, and maketh erclamatiõ 
vppon the rightwiſe geddes. Þ lyue with acoznes in win- 
tet, and cut downe the grene coꝛne in lommer, and ſome⸗ 
tyme J goa fyſhynge foꝛ paſtyme, ſo that the moſte parte 
of my liuynge is fedynge in the feldes, and ye wote not 
why: hete me, and I ſhal ſhewe you. J ſe ſuche tyzanntes 
in your cenſures, and ſuche robberies amonge the pooze 
people: and J ſe ſuche wartes in that realme, and hope of 
ſo ſmall remedy in your ſcnate, that J am determined as 
moſt vnahappy, to baniſhe my ſelfe out of myn own houſe 
and honeſt company, to thentent that my harte ſhulde not 
fele ſo great a hurt, It is a great peyne to ſuffre the ouer- 
thꝛowe of foꝛtune: but it is a greatter vll, whan one feleth 


it and can not remedy it: and pet without compariſon my 
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greatteſt grefe is whan my loſſe may be remedied, and he 
that may wyl not, and he that wyll can not remedy it. O 
ye ctuell Romaynes: if the ſorowes all onely ſhulde be re: 
duced to memozye that we ſuffre,my tonge ſhuld be werp, 
and all my membꝛes faynte, and myn eyes ſhoulde wepe 
bluddy tcarcs,and my fleſhe conſumed , This in my lond 
may be ſene with eyes, herde with cares, and kelte in pꝛo⸗ 

:epcrſone. Cettayncly my hart departeth, and my ſoule 
is troubled, 4 myn entrayles bꝛeake. And J beleue yet the 
goddes wyll haue compaſſion. J wyll deſyre you to take 
my wozdes fo: ſclaunder. Fo: ye Romapnes, ifye be Ro- 
inaynes,ye map well ſe that the trouble that we haue, co- 
meth by men, and among men, and with men, and by the 
handes of men. Than it is no meruayle, though men fele 
it as men. One thynge comfozteth me, and dyuers tymes 
amonge other that be yll foꝛtunate, it cometh to ſuch pur⸗ 
pole, the whiche is: Ithynke the goddes be lo ryghtwile, 
that their ficrce and crucll chaſtiſementes come not but by 
our owne cruell ſhrewdnes : x our ſecrete ſinnes awaketh 
vs ſo, that we haue open Juſtice, But of one thing J am 
ſoʒe troubled, bycauſe the goddes can not be contẽted. Fo; 
a good perſon foꝛ a lytell faut is greatly chaſtiſed, and he 
that is yl, fo: many fautes is not puniſhed at al. So thus 
the goddes foꝛbere lome a ſome haue noo mercy. Thus it 
ſemeth that the goddis wyl turment vs by the handes of 
ſuche men as greue vs extremely. So that if there were az 
ny tuſtice in the woꝛlde, whan they chaſtiſe vs with they? 
handes, we ſhulde not merite to haue our heedes on the 
(hulders.Therfoze J lay to you, ve Romapnes, and ſwere 
by the immoꝛtal goddes,that in.t v. days that 7 haue ben 
in Rome, J haue ſeene ſuche dedes done in your ſenate 
if the leeſt dede of them had ben done at Danubte the ga- 
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the vineyard with grapes and reyſons. Ind ſith p my de⸗ 
ſire hath ſene that it deſireth, my harte is at reſte: in ſpꝛe- 
dyng abꝛode the poyſon that was in it. It my tonge hath 
offended you in any thinge, J am here redy to make reco- 
pence with my thꝛote. Foz in good ſothe, J had rather to 
wynne honour offcrynge my ſelfe to the deathe, than ye 
ſhuld haue it in taking my lyfe fro me. Thus thts vilain 
ended his purpoſe. Than the emperour ſayd : How think 
ye my frendes, what kernel of a nut? what golde of filth? 
what grayne of ſtrawe! what roſe of thoꝛnes? Yohat ma- 
rowe of bones dyd he vncouer! what reaſons ſo hie: what 
woꝛdes ſo wel ſette! what trouth ſo true, and what malice 
opened he ſo? He diſcoueted the ductie or a go od manne. 
Ind J ſwere to you, as J may be delwcred from this euil 
feuer that I haue:that I ſaw this vilayn ſtanding a hole 
houre on the erth boldly,x we holdinge downe our heedes 
abaſhed, a coude not anſwere him a woꝛd. The next day it 
was acco2ded in the ſenat, to ſend new iuges to Danubtie. 
Ind we cõmanded the vilaine to deltuer vs in waiting, all 
that he had ſaid, that it might be regeſtred in the boke of 
good ſapinges of ſtrangers, And the ſaid vilayne fo: his 
wiſe woꝛdes was made patricien, a ſo taried ſtyl at Rome. 
and fo: euer was luſtepned ofthe common treaſure. 


C How themperour deſired the welth of his peo⸗ 
ple, and the people his welthe. cap. xxxut. 
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the ſeconde pere that Mar. was choſen em- 
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got glory #riches foꝛ the Romaynes empire, 
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and to thentent that the Romaynes ſhulde apparelle his 
triumph in Rome right glorious and rychly : There was 
one thynge done, that was neuer ſene befo:ein Rome. Foz 
the day ok his triumph by al the people and conſent ofthe 
ſenate the pꝛince Comodus,ſonne to Marcꝰ Au. was cho⸗ 
ſen after the dethe of his father to be emperour vnucrſall 
of thempire. He was not choſen by the petition of his fa- 
ther, fo: he was agaynſte hit with all his power, ſayenge 
that the empire oughte not to be gyuen fo2 the lawde of 
them that be deed, but he ſhoulde be choſen foz his owne 
good werkes. Often times this emperour wolde laye : 
Rome ſhalbe loſte, whan the election ſhal be taken frome 
the ſenate, and the Emperour to enherpte the empite by 
Patrimonic, 
¶ Nowe to returne where as we lefte. This emperour 
beinge at Salon, ſtudied ſoꝛe to entte into Rome in good 
oder, and Rome ſtudied ſooze howe to receyue hym as it 
appertained triumphantly fo: ſuche a warte. He was loze 
deſyred of thempite: and euer he imagined how to do ple 
ſure to the people, and the people were redy to dye in his 
ſeruice. Dpuers tymes was moued a pleaſant purpole in 
the ſenate, which of theſe thynges was moſte to be loued: 
The emperour to loue the people of the empire, 02 the peo 
ple of thempire themperour. On a daye hit was determy- 
ned to ſette iuges in that caſe: There were choſen the am⸗ 
baſſadours of the Parthes and Roodes: and vppon that 
effecte they hadde wꝛitynge. Jt was layde fo: the empe- 
cour, the good dedes that he had done in his abſence, and 
the tokens of loue that they hadde alwayes ſhewed in his 
pꝛeſence. And on an other day the emperour moued an o- 
ther queſtion befoze the ſenate,ſayeng,that it was a great- 
ter gloꝛie to haue ſuche ſubiectes, then the glorte of the ſe⸗ 


nate to haue luche an emperour. Than the ſenate ſayde 
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nay:Iffirming that it is a greatter glozy that they had of 
hym,than he coude haue of them. Ind in this maner the 
emperour gauethe gloric to the people, and the people to 
the emperour. Thus in ſpozte and play they toke iudges 
agayn. It was a marueylous thing to ſe the toy that they 
all hadde to pꝛoue their intentes. And the good emperour 
fo: a memoꝛie gaue the laude to the peple, bicauſe of their 
great obedience and ſeruice, and extteme loue that he had 
founde in them: And the happy people recoũted the great 
clemency X incrcy that was in themperour and his vertu 
4 wozthynes in gouerning his honeſtie of lyuyng, + his 
fo:ce and vallãtnes in conquering. It was a great thing 
to ſe the honour that the people gaue to themperour, and 
the good ren0wine that the emperour gaue to the people. 
The wzittnges were gyuen to the ſtrange ambaſſadours, 
to thentent that che people myght lerne to obey they? pꝛin 
cis : and pꝛincis to loue they: people. To the ende that by 
ſuche examples, asit was reaſon, the good people ſhuld 
enfo:ce them felfe, and the ill to withdrawe. Thus this 
emperour adꝛeſſed his entre with his capitaynes # captt- 
ues, and Rome apparayled them with all their ſenatours 
and people to receyuehym. It was a huge thinge to ſee 
what people was at Rome to go foꝛthe to mete hym, and 
what people were with the emperour to entre. They that 
were at Salon hadde their eyes and alſo their hartes at 
Rome: and they that were at Rome had they: hartes atte 
Salon. In ſuche wiſe that they: eyes daſeled with that 
they ſawe and they; hartes aked foꝛ that they hoped to le, 
There1s no greatter peyn, than whan the harte is defcr- 
red fro that it longeth ſoze to haue. 


C How themperour gaue Lucilla his doughter ly- 
cence to ſpozt her at his palays.ca. © * 
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MAR CVS 
5 T is to be knowen, that the Romayns had a 
8 cuſtome, that in the monethe of Janiucr, they 


ſhulde make triumphes to they? emperours: 
2) C1 and in the ſame ſeſon that the triumphes were 

=> apparailcd, Fauſtin thempꝛeſſe cauſed dtuers 
high perſons to pꝛay the emperour to gyue lycence to a 
doughterofhis,to com from there as ſhe was kept, to the 
palays, and poste her at the feaſtes. This mayden was 
named Lucie oꝛ Lucyll: She was higher than the pzince 
Commodus her bother: ſhe was of a goodly geſture and 
well pꝛopoꝛcioned of her bodye, and well be loued of her 
mother. Ind ſhe reſembled her not all onclye in her beau⸗ 
tie, but alſo in her lyuynge. Jud though the requeſt was 
pitifull, and they that made it familicr, and he to whome 
it was made was the father, and the demaunder was the 
mother, and ſhe fo: whom it was made, was the dough- 
tcr : the einperout graunted it, but not withoute great di⸗ 
ſpleaſure. Neucrthcles Fauſtine was fulle glad, and as 
ſone as ſhe had obteyned lycence, ſhe bzought her dough- 
tet to the palays, And ſo whan the day ofthe great feaſte 
and triumph was comme, the damoyſell Lucylle beynge 
out of gouernance, and ſeinge her ſelfe at large, truſting 
than vppon her owne tnnocencye, toke noo hede of anye 
ſtrange malyce, laughed with them that laughed, talked 
with them that talked, and behelde thein that behelde her, 
& without care ſhe thought that none thought ylle of her, 
bycauſe ſhe thought yll of none: yet in thoſe days a map⸗ 
den to laugh among men was reputed as moch as a wo- 
man to haue done aduoutrie with the pꝛeſtes of Grece, (0 
great was the honeſtte of Romayn women eſtemed. And 
lughtnes of maydens was a great infamie: fo: they were 
woꝛs puniſhed foz one open lyghtnes, than fo: two ſecrete 
kautes. Imonge all other ſeuen thinges the — dyd 
obletue 
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obſerue ſurely, that is to wytte, not to ſpeke moche at fea⸗ 
ſtes, not to eate moche at bankettes, to dꝛynke no wine in 
they: helthe, noz to ſpeake alone with men, no: to lykte vp 
theit eyes in the temples, noꝛ to ſtande longe lokyng out 
at wyndowes,noz to go out of they: houſes without their 
huſbandes.The womanne taken with any of theſe diſho- 
neſt thynges, was always after reputed inkamed. Many 
thynges were ſuffred of perſonnes in (malle reputation, 
that were not ſuffred in perſons of honour. Foz the noble 
wome coude not colcrue the reputation of they; eſtate, but 
by reſon ofkeping their perſon in gret fere 4 good oꝛder. 
Al thinges done vnkindly is ſyn, a may be amended : but 
the diſhoneſt womã is alwaye ſhamed, The noble ladies, 
if they wyl be take as ladies, whan they crcede other in ti 
ches, che leſſe licence ought they to haue to go waͤdring az 
bout. Certainly the plctie of goodes, ⁊ the libertie of per- 
ſons,ſhuld not be a ſpur to pꝛicke the fozward, but rather 
a bzydell to kepe them in their cloſettes. Ind this is ſayd, 
fo: bycauſe that durynge the ſayde fcaites,the damoyſelle 


Lucille, as a yonge mayden, and Fauſtyne, her loupnge 


mother not beinge olde, ſommetyme a foote, and ſomme 
tyme rydynge on hoꝛſe backe ſomtyme openly, and ſome- 
tyme metruaplous ſecretely, ſommetymes with coinpany, 
and ſommetpmes without companye, ſome tyme on the 
dav, and nowe and than by nyghte, they wolde walke a- 
bꝛode in the ſtretes of Rome to ſe the feldes of Uulcan, in 
gardeynes Saturnpnes, and d:tnke at the conduites of 
Neros water, and ſoinmetyme paſſe the tyme by the fapze 
tyuer of Thibcr, and in all ſuche other pleaſaunt ſpoztes 
as appertcyned to they age. Ind thoughe the foze ryped 
p:tmetyine pꝛouoked them therto, yet the grauitie of ſu⸗ 
the ladyes ſhulde not ſuffre it. J wyll ſaye onethinge, 


to thentent noble women ſhuld take aduertiſemet therby, 
Q. u. and 
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and that is this: J knowe not whiche was the greatteſte 
diſſolution, eyther the walkynge abꝛode of Fauſtyne and 
Lucille thzoughe the ſtretes and other places, oz elles the 
boldnes of yll ſpeakers, ſpeakinge agaynſt theyz perſons 
and good names. The withdrawynge and kepyng of wo⸗ 
men cloſe is a bꝛydell to the tongues of all menne:and the 
woman that dothe other wiſe, other wyle putteth her good 
name in daunger. Ok trouthe it were better foꝛ a woman 
neuer to he bozne, than to be defamed. Amonge the Ro⸗ 
mayns the lygnage of the Co:nelies were had in great c- 
ſtimation. Foz of theym al, neuer none was founde a co⸗ 
warde, noꝛ a woman defamed. The hiſtories ſhewe, that 
ones a lady of that lygnage beinge onelye dekamed, was 
hanged on the galowes by the handes of her owne kyns⸗ 
folke.Durcly it was well done of the Romaynes, to the 
entent that the wickednes of one waman ſhulde not ſuffer 
vll fame to renne vppon the hole lygnage: where is there 
noblenes without ſhame! The thynges that touche ho⸗ 
nour, ought not to be hyd but amended by Juſtice, and to 
put theym to deathe, that loſe they: good fame. It is not 
ſufficient foʒ a perſon to be good: but it is neceſſatye that 
he put fro hym all occaſions that are reputed to be ll. All 
the loſſes that a man may haue of any temporall goodis, 
can not countrepeyſe the leſte loſle of good kame. I man 
that layeth his good name fo2 a ferthynge at a but of this 
wo:lde,at a hundꝛed ſhottes ſcantlye ſhall He ſhote one a- 
ryghte. Ind contrary wiſe the man that feareth no ſhame, 
no: will nat haue his perſonne in reputation, there is no 
hope of goodnes in hym. Than this emperour,as a ſhyp⸗ 
mayſtet ſaylynge in mooſte feare and calme wether, fo:e- 
caſteth, and is in greatte thoughte and feare of tempeſtes 
and ſtoꝛmes to comme, in the feaſtis of his greatte glorye 
was in doubte of thele two ladies, leſte ſodenly any _— 
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fame ſhuld folo we. And certaynly he had great cauſe. Fox 
hit is an infallible rule of enuious fo:tune, that this pꝛe⸗ 
ſcnte felicitie ts gyuen with a pꝛicke of a ſodayne falle of 
myſchaunce. Fn thinges naturall, we ſe ſomtyme the ſee 
caulme, and yet foʒthe with folowethe a peryllous ſtozme, 
and conſcquently the great heate of the daye is ſigne of 
thunder at nyght. J ſay foztune comynge with ſome pꝛe⸗ 
ſcnt delyte o2 pleaſure, is a token that by flatterynge vs, 
ſhe hath made redp her ſnares to catche vs. When the mil- 
let is ſure, he dreſſeth his water gaate, and the labourer 
whan it reyneth not, couereth his houſe, thinkynge that 
an other tyme the wethers 02 raynes wyll fall theron and 
trouble hym: In lykewyſe a wyſe and a vertuous man 
ought to thynke, as longe as he lyueth in this wozlde, he 
holdeth his felicitie but at aduenture: and his aduerſite 
fo: his naturall patrimonie. Amonge al them that coude 
reioyce in pꝛoſperitie, and helpe theym ſelfe in aduerſite, 
this emperour Marcus Aurelius was one: whiche foz a⸗ 
ny flattetynges that Foꝛtune coude ſhewe hym, he neuer 
truſted in them: noz foz myſhappe that he had in this life, 
he neuer diſpayred, 


¶ What Marcus themperour ſayde to a Senatour 
as touchynge triumphes.cap.rrrv. 


Hanne theſe feaſtes were paſſed , as Dertus 
Cheronenſe ſayth, a ſenatout named Aluinus 
ſayde to themperour, the ſame nyght that the 
triumphe cealſed: Sy2 retoyce you ſithe that 
this day ye haue gyuen ſo great ryches tothe 
common treaſare of Rome: and I haue ſene your pcrſon 
in the triumph of glorte : and to the woꝛlde to come of you 
and your howſe you haue lette parpetuall memozie. The 
Q.iit. empe- 
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emperour hering thele woꝛdes, ſaid in this maner: frẽdes 
it is good reſon we beleue, the hiter knoweth the fterſnes 
of beſtis, the phiſition the pꝛopꝛetie of herbes, Þ marpner 
the perils of rockes,the capitaynes the chances of warre, 
and the emperour that triumpheth the toyes that he hath 
of triumphes. As god helpe me, and as euer J haue 
part with my pꝛedeceſſours, and as euer J haue good foz- 
tune, the thoughtes that J haue had foꝛ theſe feſtes, haue 
ben farre greatter than the feares that J haue had in all 
the iurnaves and battayles afoze . And the reaſon thereof 
is very euidente, to them that haue clere vnderſtandinge: 
Fo: always in crucl bataples F was euet in hope to haue 
glozy, x feared not the ouerthꝛow of foꝛtune. What coude 
7 loſe in battayle » Nothinge but the lyfe, that is the leeſt 
thynge that men haue and alwapyes in theſe ttiumphes J 
fcare to loſe renowme, whiche ts the greatteſte gyfte that 
the goddes haue gyuen me. O howe happy is that man, 
that loſeth his lyke, and leueth behynde hym perpetualle 
memorie ⸗ lette eucrye man vnderſtonde this that wylle, 
and ſaye what they lyſte: that amonge noble and valy- 
aunt barons, he dyeth not, that leſethe his Iyfe, and lea- 
ucthe good renoume after hym : and moche leſſe tyme ly⸗ 
ueth he that hath an yll name, though he lyued many ye- 
res. The auncient philoſophers rekened not the lyfe of a 
man, thoughe he lyued many yeres,but; they tekened the 
good werkes that he hadde doone . The ſenate was im⸗ 
po:tune vppon me, that I ſhulde take this triumphe, as 
ye knowe well: and J cannot tell whiche was greatteſt, 
their deſire oꝛ my reſiſtaunce. You knowe not the trouthe 
why J ſay thus. J dyd it not bycauſe of ambition and foz 
couetouſnes of glorte,but it was bicauſe J fere p humain 
malice, It the daye of the triumph there was not ſo great 
10y ſhewed by the ſymple perſons, but the hyd _ = 
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greatter amonge the greteſt perſons. This glorye paſſeth 
in one day, but enuy abydeth a hole yere . The plentikulle 
tealme of Egipt,ſo happy in the blodſhed of their enmies, 
as in the waters of Nyle, had a la we unmouable , They 
neuet denyed their mercy to the captiues ouercome: noz 
they gaue no triumph to they: capitayns oucrcomers. 
¶ The Caldees mocke at the Komapne triumphes, affir- 
myng how there is not gyuen ſo great chaſtiſement to the 
capitayne of Egipte ouercome, as the empire Koinayne 
— to the ouetcomer, whan tryumphe 1s gyuen to hym. 
nd ſurcly the reaſon is good, fo: the thoughteful capy- 
tayne, whan he hathe chaͤſed his ennempes, that Rome 
hath in ſtraunge londes, with his owne pꝛopze ſpeate, in 
payment fo: his trauayle they gyue him ennempes in his 
owne pꝛopꝛe lande. I ſwere to you, that all the Romaine 
capitapnes haue not lefte ſo many enmyes deed by ſwerd, 
as they haue recoucred ylle wyllars the daye of they: try⸗ 
umphes . Let vs leaue the Caldees, and ſpeake we of our 
auncient Komaynes, which ik they myghte rctozne nowe 
agayne in to the wozlde, they wolde rather be tyed faſte 
to the chariottes as captiues, than to (yt in them as vyc- 
tours. Ind the cauſe is, theyʒ neighbours ſeinge them go⸗ 
inge as captiues, woloe moue they: hartes to ſet them at 
liberte,ſo that the glotie of they triumphes is a meane to 
cauſe them to be perſecuted and putſued. J haue red in 
wityng. and herde of my p2edeceſſours, and haue ſeen of 
my neighboures, that the aboundaunce of fclicitte hathe 
cauſed cruel enuie to be in many. O in what peril ate they 
that with particulcr hono2 wold be er alted among other⸗ 
In the moſte higheſt trees the foꝛce of wyndes is mooſte 
a duaunced. And in moſte ſumtuous buildynges lyghte⸗ 
ninge and thunder doothe mooſte Hurte, and in greatte 
thycke and dꝛye buſſhes the fycrs kendle mooſte _— 


M ARCS 
I ap that in them that foztune hath reyſed moſte hyghly, 
agaynſt them ſpꝛedeth the greatteſt poyſon of enupe. All 
ſuch as be vertuous ſay: The mo ennemies they ſubdue 
to the common welthe: the moo enuious they recouer of 
their renoume. One ought to haue great compaſſion of a 
vertuous man : bycauſe where he trauayleth tobe good, 
there abydeth one thynge in hym, of the whiche all onely 
at the deth he ſeeth the ende. And that is, the moꝛe a man 
tecouereth here renoume amonge ſtrangers, the moze he 
is perſecuted with enuy amonge his owne nacions. Ho- 
mer ſhewethe in his Illiades, that Caluitto kynge of the 
IArgtues was erpert in clergie, valiaunt in armes, and in- 
dued with dyuers graces, beloued with his people, aboue 
all other he was a great louer of his goddis and wozſhyp 
per of them. This good kynge had a cuſtome, that in all 
thynges that he had to do, he wolde fyzſte aſke counſelle 
in the temples of the goddis: he wolde begynne no warre 
agaynſte other, noz ozdeyne no newe lawe noz cuſtome in 
his tealme: no gyue aàunſwere to thambaſſadours, no: 
put no treſpaſours to death: noꝛ ſet no tribute on his peo⸗ 
ple: but firſt he wolde go to the temple, and make diuerſe 
ſacrifices to knowe the wyll ofthe goddes . And bycauſe 
he went lo often to the oꝛacles, he was demaunded what 
anſwere the goddis made to him in ſecrete, ſeinge he was 
ſo impoꝛtunate. Than he anſwered and ſayde : J demand 
of the goddes, that they ſhulde not gyue me ſo lyttell, that 
cucry man myght abate and oucrcome me: Noz allo that 
they ſhulde gyue me ſo moche, that euery manne ſhoulde 
hate me: but my deſyte is to haue a meane eſtate, where: 
with euety manne myghte loue me. Foꝛ J hadde leauer 
be felo we with many in loue, than to be kynge of all with 
hatred and enuy. 
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¶ Ortthe great tepꝛoche that themperour gaue to his 
wyke f auſtine and her doughter. Cap. rrrve. 


After the feaſtes of the tryumphe afoze ſapde , 
N is good emperour wyllynge toſatysfpe his 
Was hart, and to aduertile Fauſtine his wyfe, and 
to teche his innocente doughter , withoute 
knowledge of any other, he ſente foz theym, 
and ſayde: Jam not contente Fauſtine with that youre 
doughter doothe, and yet leſſe with that you doo, whiche 
ar het mother. Thele maydens foz to be good maydens 
ought well to knowe, howe to obey they: mothers : And 
the mothers tobe good mothers, oughte to knowe howe 
to bzynge vppe they: chyldꝛen. The father is ercuſed in 
gyuynge counſaylle, if the mother be vertuous , and the 
doughter ſhamefaſte. It is a greate ſhame to the father 
beinge a noble man, that his wyfe beyng a woman ſhulde 
chaſtyſe his ſonne : Ind a great inconuentence of the mo- 
ther, beinge a mother, that her doughter ſhulde be chaſtt- 
ſed by the handes of her father. There was a lawe oꝛdey⸗ 
ned by the Rodiens, that the father with the doughter, 
if ſhe had a mother, noꝛ the mother with the ſonne , if he 
were a man, ſhuldenot entermedle eche with other, but 
alonely men with men, and women with women oughte 
tobe bzought vp. And thertremitie of the law was ſuche, 
that amonge them that dwelled in one houſe ſeined the 
fathers hadde no doughters, no; the mothers no ſonnes. 
O Rome, J wepe not to ſe thy ſtretes vnpaued, noz that 
there is ſo many gutters in thy houſes, no that the batyl⸗ 
mentes fall downe, no: the tymbze hewed downe, noz foz 
the mynyſhynge of thine habitantes, fo: all this thetyme 
bꝛingeth, and the tyme beareth away: but J wepe fo: the, 
and wepe foz the agayne, to ſe the 2 of goon fa- 
thers 
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thers, and vnpꝛouided in the nouriſhing of their ſonnes. 
Our countreye began to faile vtterly, whan the doctrine 
of ſonnes and doughters was enlarged, and their bzidell 
lette go at libertie, Foz there is now luch boldneſſe in men 
childꝛen, and ſo lyttell ſhamefaſtnes in women chyldzen , 
with the diſhoneſtie of the mothers,that where as one fa- 
ther ſuffiſed fo:. rr. ſonnes, # one mother foz . xxx. dough- 
ters, nowe. rx. fathers (cantly dare vndertake to bzynge 
bp well one ſonne, and. xxx. mothers one doughter. J ſay 
to you thus Fauitine, you remcb:e not how you are a mo⸗ 
thcr,you gyue moze libertie to your doughter than ought 
to be ſuffred. And you Lucille remembze not, how pou ar 
a doughter. F02 you ſhewe to haue moze lybertie than re⸗ 
quireth fo2 a ponge mayden, The greatteſt gyfte that the 
goddis haue gyuen to the matrones of Rome is, bycauſe 
they are women, they kepe them ſelfe cloſe and ſecrete:and 
bycauſe they be Romapns, they are ſhametaſte. The dap 
whan the women want the feare of the goddis fecretelye, 
and ſhame of menne openly, beleue me, eyther they ſhall 
faile the wozlde, oz the woꝛlde them. The common welthe 
requireth fo greatte neceſſitie, that the women that dwell 
therin ſhuld be as honeſte, as the capitapnes be valtante, 
Foꝛ the capitaynes going to warte defende them, and the 
women that abyde at home conſerue them. As a.ttii.yeres 
paſſed ye ſawe the great peſtilence, and J demanded then 
to haue a compt of the people, and J founde that ot a. C. 
xl. M. women well lyuynge. xxx. M. dycd: Ind of. x. M. 
plle women in maner they ſcaped all. J can not telle fo; 


whiche J ſhulde wepe, eyther foz the lacke that we haue 
of the good and vertuous women in our common welth, 
oz elles foʒ the greuous hurte and domage that theſe plle 
and wicked women doo to the pouthe of Rome. The fy:e 
that bzenneth in mounte Ethna dothe not ſoo greatte do⸗ 

mage 


mag 
doth 
enne 
pow! 
good 
to be 
agay 
kozce, 
15 as. 
tican 
wilet 
redzel 
that u 
man. 
wzity. 
but (u 
to thi 
men o 
with r 
any gi 
ther. C 
in thei 
tate in 
dered 1 
and fir 
and ſh; 
great r 
them a! 
pꝛofita 
bertuc! 
Dlato 
thzktin 
ſo that 


AVRELIVE. oz 


mage to them that dwelle in Sycille, as one ylle woman 
doth in the circuit of Rome. A fierſe beaſt and a peryllous 
ennemie to the comon welth is an yl woman: fo: ſhe is of 
power to do moche harme, and is not apte to folowe any 
goodneſſe. O howe many tealmes and kynges rede we of 
to be loſte by the yl gouernance of women, and to reſiſte 
agaynſte them hath ben nede of wyſedom, peryls, money, 
koꝛce, and wozthynes of many men. The vices in a woma 
is as 4 gtene rede, that boweth eucry way: but the liber⸗ 
tie and diſhoneſtie is as a d2te kix that bzeaketh : in ſuche 
wile that the moze yll they vtter, the moze valykely is the 
redꝛeſſe therof agayn.Behold Fauſtin there is no creature 
that moze deſirerh honour, and wozs kepeth it than a wo⸗ 
man. Jad that this is true, ſe by Juſtice, by ozations , by 
wzitynge, and other trauayles manne getteth renowme: 
but (without it be by flatteryng and fayze ſpeakynge) vn- 
to this houre, by antyke wziting we can rede of fewe wo⸗ 
men 02 none, that eyther by wzitinge, redynge, wozkinge 
with nedell, ſpynnynge oz by weuynge hath gotten them 
any great renoume. But as J ſaye of one, J ſape of an o- 
ther, Certaynly of dyucrs we rede, by kepynge them cloſe 
in their houſes, well occupied in their beſyneſſes, tempe⸗ 
tate in their woꝛdes, faythfull to their huſbandes, wel oz⸗ 
dered in their perſonnes, peaſible with their neyghbours, 
and finally beinge honeſte amonge their owne famplye, 
and ſhamefaſte amonge ſtraungers, ſuche haue attayned 
great reno wme in their lyfe, and lefte eternal memozie of 
them after their death. J wol tel you an antike hiſtozie, as 
pꝛofitable to reffreyne out vices, as it did than augment 
bertucs, and it is this: T he realme of Lacedemoniens (as 
Plato ſheweth) was at a ſeaſon moe diſſolute by the vn- 
th:iftincs of women, than intamed by the crueltie of men: 
ſo that of all maner nations they wete called Batbatiens. 
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What tyme Grece as a mother called philoſophie of pht- 
loſophers, Lygurge a wiſe philoſopher in knowlege, and 
a tight iuſte kynge to gouerne, partely with his doctrine 
righte pꝛofitable, and partely with his pure lyfe made la⸗ 
wes in the ſayde realine, wherby he ertirped al vices and 
planted all vertues . J can not telle whiche of theſe two 
were moſte happy, The kynge hauynge ſo obediente peo⸗ 
ple, ozels the realme to haue ſo rightfull a kynge. Amõge 
all othcrlawes foꝛ women he made one greatly to be com⸗ 
mended: He commanded, that the father that oyed, ſhuld 
gyue nothing to his doughter. And an other, that neyther 
Iyuinge no2 dienge he ſhuld gyue any money to mary her 
with: to the entent that none ſhulde marye her fo2 her ry- 
ches, but all onely foz her goodnes: and not foz her beau⸗ 
tie, but fo: her vertues. And where as nowe ſome be vn- 
matied bycauſe they are pooze, ſo then they abode vnma⸗ 
ried bycauſe they were ſhamefulle and vicious. O tyme, 
woꝛthy to be deſyred, whan maydens hoped nothynge to 
be maried with they: fathers goodes,but by the vertuous 
werkes of their owne perſons . This was the tyme called 
the golden wozlde: whan neyther the doughter feared to 
be diſhcrited by the father in his lyfe, no2 the father to dye 
ſoꝛye fo: leauynge her without remedy at his deathe . © 
Rome curſed be he that firſt bꝛought golde into thy hous: 
and curſed be he that firſtebeganne to hurde vp treaſure, 
Who hath made Rome to beſo ryche oftreaſure, and ſoo 
poze of vertues: who hathe made menne wedde villaynes 
doughters, and leaue the doughters of ſenatours vnma⸗ 
ryed! what hathe made, that the ryche manns doughter is 
demanded vnwyllyng, and v doughter of a poze mà none 
wyll deſyꝛe? what hathe cauſed that one mariethe a foole 
with fyue. C. marke, rather than a wyſe woman with. r. 
M. vertues : Than J ſape that in this poynte the fleſſhe 
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banquyſheth the fleſhe, and er euer the vanytie of the ma⸗ 
lice therof is banquyſhed. How cometh it Þ a couetous p- 
ſone wyll ſooner nowe adays haue a wyfe that is ryche 4 
foule, than one that is pooze and fapꝛe: O vnhappy wo- 
men that bꝛynge fo:the chyldꝛen and moze vnhappy be the 
doughters that are bozne, which to haue them maried no 
ſtoze is ſet by the blodde of their pzedeceſſours, noz the fa⸗ 
uour of their frendes, noz the value of their warkes, noz 
the beautie of their perſones, noꝛ the tlennes of they Iyfe, 
O curled wozlde, where the doughter ofa good mi with⸗ 
out money ſhall haue no matiage. But it was not wonte 
to be ſoo. Fo2 in the aunciente tyme, whan they treated of 
matpages, fyꝛſte they ſpake of the perſones, and after of 
the goodis: not as they do at this houre, in this vnhap⸗ 
py tyme :fo2 nowe they ſpeke firſte of goodes: and laſte of 
all ofthe perſone. Jn the ſayde golden wozlde fy;ſte they 
ſpake ofthe vertues Þ the perſone was endowed with and 
whan they were maryed, in ſpoztynge they wolde ſpeake 
of the goodes. Whan Camillo truiphed vppon the Gays 
les 02 frenchemen, he had then but one ſonne, and he was 
ſuche one, that his perſone merited great lawdes. Ind foz 
the renome of his father, dyuers kynges deſyzed to haue 
him to their ſonne : and dyuers ſenatours deſy:ed to haue 
hym to their ſonne in lawe. This yonge manne beinge of 
the age of. rrr. yercs, andthe father at. Ir. he was impoz- 
tunatelye ſtyʒed by his naturalle frendes, and deſyzed of 
ſtrange kynges fo2 to marp hym: but alway the olde Ca 
myll repugned the counſel ot his frendes, # the tmpoztu- 
nitie of the ſtraungers. whan it was demaunded, why he 
determyned not vpon ſome maryage fo; his ſonne, ſythe 
therby ſhulde folowe the reſtefulle lyfe of the yonge man, 
and the quietnes ofhym ſelfe in his age, He aun(wered 2 
J wyll not mat my ſonne, bycauſe ſomme offer me ryche 
R. uu, dough⸗ 


q 
| 


— — — - — 


242 


5 2 Lacan. 


— 0 * 4 - "=. ©. - = 
w__ 9 a. 
” — pr. 


* 
1 
o Y „ . 


PR 


— 


-- 
—_ 


„ 


* 


XR” 


— # 
- 232 
1 


Py ' 


— 


N 
. SITS 


_—_— 
A 


- 1 
— -- 
- — 2 
— 8 
— 1 — 0 
- — ww 
- — - ». 


* 
2 A, — GT 
- 
2 = — - 


iq— 


* — 9 


> =- — 
288 


-—v 
2 


ape 


a I 


CS 


Fe 


- . _— 


- 


— 


MARCYVS 


doughters, ſome noble of lygnage, ſome ponge and ſome 
fayze: but there is none hath ſayde to me, I gyue you my 
bertuous doughter, Certaynly Camplle metyted to haue 
triumph foꝛ that he dyd. And he deſerued eternall memo⸗ 
ric fo: that he ſayd. J ſay to you Fauſtine al theſe woꝛdes, 
bycauſc I ſe you lede yout doughter to the Theatres and 
plapes, and do bzinge her into the Capitoll. You put her 
to the kepynge of the werde players : you ſuffre her to ſe 
the toumblers, and pet you do not remembze, that ſhe is 
ponge, and you not aged: ye go into the ſtretes withoute 
lycence, and play by the rpucrs. J fynd no vilany therin, 
no: thynke that your doughter is yl: but J ſay it bycauſe 
you gyue occaſion, that ſhe ſhuldenot be good. Beleue it 
Fauſtine: neucr truſte in the caſe of the fleſhe of yong peo⸗ 
ple. Noz haue no confidence in olde folkes . Foz there is 
no better way than to flee the occaſion of all thinges. Foz 
this entent the virgins veſtales are cloſed vp betwene the 
walles, to elchewe the occaſions of open places, not to be 
mozelyghte and foolyſhe,but to be moze ſadde and vertu⸗ 
ous, fleing occaſions. The pong ſhal not ſay, J am pong 
and vertuous, no: the olde ſhall not ſay, J am olde x bꝛo- 
ken. Foz of neceſſitie the dꝛie flare wyl bzenne in the fpze: 
aud the grene klagge ſmoke in the flamme. J ſape that a 
man beinge a diamonde enchaced amonge men, yet of ne- 
ceſſitie he ought to be quicke and incry amonge women. 
And as ware melteth in the heate, we can not denpe, that 
thoughe the wodde be taken fro the kyze, and the pmbzes 
quenched, yet neuer the les the ſtones oftentime remapne 
hote and bꝛennyng. In lyke wiſe the fleſſhe thoughe it be 
chaſtiſed wit!) hote à dzte maladies, oꝛ conſumed by many 
yercs with trauayle, yet concupiſcence abideth ſtyll in the 
bones. What nede is it to blaͤſen the vertues, a denp out 
natutalities:? Certaynly there is not lo croked a hoꝛs, the 

ifhe 


ifheſes 
foyong 
wyl giu 
nie not. 
ges Þc 
wood ft 
the cold 
wes lea 
ſette, it 
not befe 
in the g 
we lyue 
weth, tl 
Oftent) 
an vnhe 
of the fo 
bertuou 
Jſayth 
p:ile, ho 
being th 
your dot 
matrone 
to kepe t 
b:ode, th 
than put 
cares: if 
dare ſpel 
any lygh 
uen to at 
tis at het 
graue. T 
pour dou 
be ylle. T 


AVRELIVSE 


ik he ſe a mare, he wyll bꝛay ones oz twiſe. There is no mi 
ſo ponge no; old, but let hym ſe vong damoyſels,cyther he 
wyl giue a (ſigh 02a wiſhe. In all voluntary thinges J de 
nie not, but that one may be vertuous: but in natural thin 
ges J conkeſſe euetp man to be weake. Whan ye take the 
wood fro the kite, it leueth bzennynge: voha ſomer cometh 
the colde wynter ceſlſethe : whan the ſee is caulme, the was 
wes leaue their vehemente moupnge: whan the ſonne is 
ſette, it beſhyneth not the wozlde. J wyl ſay that than and 
not befoze the fleſhe wyl ceaſe to peyn vs, whan it is laide 
in the graue. Ok the kleſhe we are boꝛne, and in the fleſſhe 
we lyue, and in the fleſhe we ſhall dye. Ind therby it folo⸗ 
weth, that our good lyfe ſhall ſooner ende than out fleſhe, 
Oftentymes ſome holſome kleſhe koꝛ meate cozrupteth in 
an vnholſome potte: and good wyne ſomtyme ſauoureth 
of the foiſte. J ſape though that the werkes of our lyfe be 
vertuous: yet ſhall we fele the ſtenche of the weake fleſhe. 
I ſay this Fauſtyneſith age can not reſiſte the hote enter- 
puſe, howe can the tender membzes of youth reſiſt it? you 
being the moder, without you go the tight way, ſhe being 
your doughter can not go the ſame way. The Romopne 
matrones if they wil nouriſhe their doughters wel,ought 
to kepe theſe rules. Whan they ſe, that they wold goo a- 
b:ode, than bzeke their legges:and if they wold be gaſing, 
than put out their eies: and if they wyll harke,ſtop they; 
cares: if they wyl giue 02 take, cut of their handes: if they 
dare ſpeke, ſowe vp their mouthes : and it they wyl ented 
any lyghtnes, bury them quicke. woꝛdes ought to be gt- 
uen to an yll doughter : and in ſtede of pzeſentes and gif- 
tis at her weddinge, gyue her wozmes:and fo: her hous a 
graue. Take hede Fauſtine, if you wyl haue great ioye of 
your doughter, take fro her the occaſios, wherby ſhe ſhall 
be plle. To vnderlette a hous behoueth dyuers ren : 
nd 
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And pf the pꝛincipalles be taken awaye, hit wylle kalle 


downe. J wyl tell you, womenne are ſo fraylle, that with 


kepcrs with great peyne they can kepe them ſelfe: and fo 
a ſmall occaſion they wyll loſe all to gether. O howe ma- 
ny yll hath there ben, not bycauſe they wolde be ſo, but by 
cauſe they folowed ſuch occaſions, the which they oughte 
to haue eſchewede It is fo: me to entre into this battayle, 
but yet it is not in me to attapne the vyctozte. It is foʒ me 
to entre into the ſee pet it lpeth not in my handis to eſcape 


the perylle. It is in the handis of a woman to entre into 


the occaſion, and after that ſhe is therin, hit is not in her 
handes to delyucr her from kaute. 


¶ Howe themperour counſayled Fauſtine to eſchue 
ylle occaſtons fro her doughter, Cap. rrrviit. 
E | that none may ſpcke to your doughter Lu 
cylle, but it pou here hit: no2 ſe her but in 


pour ſyghte, no: Hide her, but you knowe 
where: noꝛ make none appoyntment with 


Iraduenture Fauſtine ye wyll ſaye to me, 


[Em + ES out your knowlege . And atte this howre 


you knowe not, that they that do hate her, # wold her yll, 


* whatdiſhonour thep: tongues doo ſpeake ot her. Newe 


loue in ponge bloudde in the ſpʒꝛinginge tyme and flourt- 
ſhynge youthe, is a poyſon that fozthewith ſpꝛedethe into 
euety vayne : It is an herbe that by and by entreth the en 
trayles: a ſwownynge that incontinently moztificth al the 
memb:es , a peſtilence that fleeth the hartes : and fynally 
tt maketh an ende of all vertues. Þ wote not what J ſaye 


yet, al though J knowe what J wyll ſap : Foz I wold ne- 
uer blaſen loue with my tonge, without J were ſoze hurte 


in myn vnderſtandynge. Ouyde layth in his boke of the 
att 
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arte of loue: Loue is J wote not what: that commeth J 
wote not whens: who lent it J wote not: it engendreth J 
wote not how: it is contented J wote not wher with: it is 
kelte J wote not howe ofte, noꝛ Þ wote not wherkoꝛe. And 
fynally loue taketh rote without bzeakynge of the fleſſhe 
out warde, oz percinge the entrayles in warde. J wote not 
what Ouide meaneth herby: but J tro we whan he ſayd 

theſe woꝛdes, he was as farre banyſſhed from hym ſelfe, 

as J am at this tyme from my ſelfe. O Fauſtin, they that 
loue together, ſhewe the ſygnes of they: hartes by diuers 
ways, and in ſlepynge they reaſon and ſpeke: and by ſig⸗ 

nes they vnderſtande eche other. The greatte voyce out⸗ 

warde is ſygne of lyttell loue in warde: and the great in⸗ 
warde loue kepeth ſilence out warde. The entrayles with 

in unbzaced in loue, cauſe the tonge outward to be muet. 
He that paſſeth his lyfe in loue, ought to haue his mouth 
cloſe. And to the entente that ye (hall not thyntzeth at J 
ſpeake fables, Þ wyll pꝛoue this by auncient hiſtoꝛies. 

¶ we kynde aunciently, that in the yere, tt. C.and. [r.af- 

tet the foundation of Rome, Eſtraſco a yonge Romapn, 

that was dombe,and Ueronne a fay:e lady of the Latins, 

that was dombe alſo, Thele two ſawe eche other on the 

mount Celpoit at a feaſt, and there fel in loue eche with o⸗ 

ther. And their hertes were as ſooze fired in loue,as they: 

toges were tied fro woꝛdes: It was a meruylous thinge 

to ſe them, and feareful to note here, The yonge lady cam 

fro Salon to Rome: and he went fro Rome to Salon. by 

the ſpace of.rrr.yeres to gether without the witing of any 

perſone, no2 they two ſpake not. Than at the laſt died the 

huſbande of the lady Ueronne, and the wife of Eſtraſco, 

and than they diſcouerd their loue, and treted a mariage 

betwene they, of whom deſcended the noble lygnage of 
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of armes, than they; father and mother were in they: ton⸗ 
gues. Then Fauſtine marke this thynge : Lyttell aduan- 
tage it had ben to haue cut out the tonges of the two dobe 
folkes, to haue remedyed they: loue, and not to haue cut 
out thep2 hartes. 
C Alſo J ſhall tell you of Maſiniſſa a wozthy knyght of 
Numedie, and Sophariſe a famous ladye of Carthage, 
al only by one ſight, as they ſawe eche other on a ladder, 
he declared his deſyre vnto her: and ſhe knowing his luſt 
bꝛekynge the oozes of feare,and lyftynge vppe the ankers 
of ſhame incontinent rayſed the ſailes of they: hartes,and 
with the ſhippes of theit pſons they toyned eche to other. 
Here may we gather, how the firſt ſight of their ties, and 
knowlege of their perſons, and the leage of their hartis, 
and the mariage of their bodyes, x the pardition of their 
eſtates, and the infamie of theit name, in one day, in one 
houre, in one moment, and in one ſteppe ofa ladder were 
agreed. what wyll ye that J ſay moze to this pourpole? 
Do ye not know, that Helayne the Gteke, and Parys the 
Tropan, ot two ſtraunge nations and of kerre countreis, 
with one onely ſight in a temple their wylles were ſo knyt 
together, that he toke her as his captyue, and ſhe abode 
his pꝛiſoner. In Parts appeted but ſmal foꝛce, and in her 
but lyttell reſiſtence. So that in maner theſe two yoge p- 
ſones, the one pꝛocuting to vanqupſhe, and the other ſuf- 
feringe to be vanquiſhed, Parys was cauſe of his fathers 
deathe: and Helayne of the inkamy of het huſ bande, and 
they bothe of their owne deathes, loſſe to their realmes, 
and ſclaunder to al the wozlde, All this loue cauſcd , one 
onelp ſyghte. 
¶ han great king Alexander wold haue gyuen batayle 
to the Amaʒons, the quene capitayne of them no leſſe faire 
than ſtronge and vertuous, came to a tyuet lyde, a 
pace 


ſpace 


eyes, 
turnc 
want. 
¶ w 
nes, e 
he can 
dap, tl 
med E 
in bea 
and ſh 
the cit 
flatne, 
C Vic 
wod of 
to Ma 
very ht 
thus tt 
the wo 
to hyde 
ſo that 
chyld a 
ſclandt 
opatre, 
C Thy 
ſay ot in 
be not u 
let it tot 
can, vnd 
that the 
mylles \ 
women | 
bzeke, al 


ton- 
1an- 
)obe 
cut 


it of 
age, 
der, 
luſt 
gers 
and 
her. 
and 
tis, 
heir 
one 
vere 
ole? 
the 
eis, 
D 
ode 
her 
E Þ- 
ſuk⸗ 
jers 
and 
One 


ple 
alre 
the 
"ace 


AVRELIVYS 66 
ſpace ot an houte eche of them behelde other with theyz 
eyes, without ſpeakynge of any woꝛd: and whan they te⸗ 
turned to they: tentes, the fietſues was turned into ſwete 
wanton amozous woꝛdes. 
¶ whan Pyꝛthe the faythfull defender of the Tarenty- 
nes, and reno wmed kynge of Eptrotes, was in Italpe, 
he camme to Naples, and he had not benne there but one 
day, the ſame ſeaſon there was a lady in the ſame citie na⸗ 
med Gamalicice of a highe lygnage, and greatly eſtemed 
in beautie : The very ſame day ſhe was goten with childe 
and ſhamed thzough out all Italy, and was thzuſte out of 
the citie, and after ſhe was delyuered of childe, ſhe was 
ſlaine, by one of het owne bꝛetherne. 
¶ Viſo Celopatra in the pꝛouynce of Bythynye, in the 
wod of Sehyn, made a goodly banket oz ſolempne feaſte 
to Marcus Anthont? her louer. And though ſhe was not 
very honeſt yet had ſhe with her ryght chaſt women: and 
thus the banket endurynge a great part of the nyght,and 
the wod being thicke, the yonge damſels were not ſo wilp 
to hyde them, but the yonge men Komapyns found them: 
ſo that of. |r.doughters of ſenatours.1v.were gotten with 
chyld among the thycke buſhes: which thyng made a =_ 
ſclandre in the people, aud augmented the inkamy of Cle⸗ 
opatre, and miniſhed the honeſtie of Marc Anthony. 

C Thus as J haue ſhewed ofa ſmalle nombze, I coude 
ſay of many other. All men are not men, noz all women 
be not women. J ſay it bicauſe Þ wolde it ſhulde be ſayd: 
let it touche them that it towcheth, and lette theyin that 
tan, vnderſtand me. There be ſome ſhyps, p are ſo lyghte, 
that they wyll ſayle with a lyttell winde, a there be ſome 
mylles Þ wyl grinde with a lytel water. J (ay there be ſom 
women lo bꝛittell that as a glaſſe, with a fylloppe wyll 


bieke, and wyl yp with a lytel myze. Shew me Fauſtin, 
l. haus 
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haue you ſuffred your doughter to ſpeke but with Her vn⸗ 
cles, and kept company but with her coſins ? J lay in this 
caſe as moche wilenelle hath the mother as the doughter 
to renne in peryll. Do you not knowe that the quicke fire 
doth not foꝛbere the wod be it wete 02 dꝛy, but in likewyſe 
it conſumeth the harde ſtones ? Do you not knowe, that 
the hongre erceſſiue cauſeth beaſtes to deyour with they? 
tethe the thynge that was bꝛedde in their entrayles : Do 
you not kno we, that the goddes made a lawe oucr al thin 
ges, except on loters;bycauſe they may not abyde it! Ind 
doubtleſſe it is ryghtwiſely done, that Rome condemneth 
not theſe folyſhe innocentes, bycauſe they haue none vn- 
derſtanding. The goddes gyue no peyn to amoꝛous peo- 
ple, bycauſe they ate dep2tued fro reaſon. Ye knowe whan 
was cenſure, there was a yong woman that had a child 
by her owne father, and an other that had a chylde by her 
ſonne, and a niece by Her pꝛopꝛe vncle,and there was ſen: 
tence gyuen on them, that the fathers ſhulde be caſt to the 
Iyons, and the chyldzen buried quicke, and the mothers 

were bꝛente in the campe of Mars. The mattier was ſoo 
hozrible to here, that I myght not endure to ſe the curſed 
men. And J commanded by my decrecs, that none ſhulde 
be ſo bolde to ſpeake in ſuche a caſe any moze. And if this 
caſe were fearefull to men, than certaynly the Romayne 

matrons ought to lyue chaſtely. Than if the fire of the 
father doo chaufe the dou ghter, enflamethe kynsfolke, 

and burne themſelfe: Than take hede, if he fynde after, 

eyther couſyn oꝛ fay2e ſiſter, the flames of his cocupiſccce 

wyll not leaue to take holde on her foʒ any parentage. Jf 

this tiotous fleſhe wyll obey reaſon, than it maye be, that 
your doughter may ſpeake liberally with her couſins:but 
ſith that paſſton repugneth ſo moche at reaſon, J councel 
you truſt not to moche in her bzetherne. you ſe by experi- 
ence 
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ence, that the woꝛme that is bzedde in the tymbze, eatethe 
the ſame tymbze : and the moothes that are bꝛedde in the 
clothe, eatethe the ſame clothe . J ſaye that ſommetyme 
a man bzyngeth vp in his howſe ſome perſone , that after 
taketh his lyfe fro hym . Fauſtine take this that J haue 
ſayd foz a warnyng,and theſe laſte woꝛdes J giue you fo 
councell. It you wil kepe your ſelfe fro thought, and your 
doughter fro peryll, al way let your doughter be occupied 
with lome good werkes. vohan the handes are occupied 
with any good exerciſe, than the harte is voyde fro many 
ydell and vayn thoughtes. Euery lightnes done in youth 
breaketh downe a loope of the defence of our lyfe : but y- 
delneſle, wherby our enuye entreth, is it, whiche openeth 
the gate to all vyces, Fauſtine wyll you wite : Þ ſe dayly 
the parditon of the yonge Romapne doughters : Foz as 
ſoone as they de burne, they pꝛeſume to be amozous:they 
as vnthoughtfull, with the recheleſnes of the father, and 
wantonnes of the mother, leaue the uſt trauaile,and take 
bniuſt idelnes. Ok ydel motions x outragious thoughtis 
the eies take licẽce without leaue, the mynde altereth, and 
the will is hurte : and finally thynkynge to be the whyte, 
that amoꝛous men ſhote at, they remayne as a butte fulle 
of all vyces. Ind in concluſion there is nothing that moze 
rechaceth the balle of the thought (in this playe) than the 
hande ſette 8 wozke therwith, 


¶ what thought Marcus the emperour toke foz the 
matiage of his doughters.ca.xxx vui. 


han the good emperour Marc hauynge a clere 
BE OY vnderſtandyng, anda quiete wytte, toke right 
FALL | great hede of thynges that were paſte, pzubent- 
— ly wapinge thinges pꝛeſent, a thinges to come. 
D.it, Dey1g 
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Seinge that the pardition of pꝛincis, lap al in wyl, totally 
gyuinge them ſelfe eyther to ſtrange thinges, foꝛgettinge 
their owne, oz els to entende to their owne, nothing regar 
dinge ſtrange thynges: His hart was ſo agreable to him, 
that neyther the hygh buſineſſes of them: noz foꝛ all the 
affaires of his houſe, he wolde not leaue one of thempite 
vnſped. J ſay this, bycauſe this emperour Marcus had 
foute doughters, whoſe names were Lucille, Pozſena, 
Matrina,and Domitia. All reſembled their mother in er⸗ 
cellent beautie, but they reſembled not theyz father in ho⸗ 
neſtie and vertuouſnes. And thoughthey were in gouer⸗ 
nance vnder their mayſtreſſes out ot his pꝛeſence, pet he 
had them always in memoꝛie:and the elder they were, the 
moze ſtudy and thought he toke fo2 them: and whan they 
cam to cõplete age, he ſtudied to fynd pꝛouiſion foꝛ them. 
It was a laudable cuſtome, that the doughters of the of- 
ficcrs of the Senate, ſhulde not marye withoute lycence, 
no: the emperours doughter without the aduyſemente of 
the ſenate. Than it was ſo, that one of the ſayd pꝛinceſſes 
his doughters, beynge of aege, and of wpll to be maryed, 
her father ſeinge her impoꝛtunitie, to accomplyſhe her de- 
fire, bycauſe he was ſycke, he ſente fo: Fauſtyne, that ſhe 
ſhulde goo and commune in the ſenate. The whiche with 
all her power ſhe withſtode, bycauſe that ſecretely ſhe had 
created fo2 an other mariage foz her doughter , Ind open- 
ly ſhe excuſed her ſelfe, ſayinge, that her doughter was to 
vonge and tender of aege: and as the goddis had gyuen 
age ſufficict to p father, ſo had not the doughter of peres. 
Whan the emperour vnderſtode this, he called Fauſtyne 
to his bedde ſide, where as he lay and ſayd: Dyuers thin 
ges are diſſimuled in particuler perſons, the leſte of thme 
is not to be ſuſtred in the that ſhuld enſigne all other. The 
pʒince is neuer well obeyed, but if he haue good — 
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among his people. I ſay this Fauſtin, bicauſe you do one 
thing in ſecrete, and ſay an other openly. Hetein fayleth 
the credence of ſo high a lady, and putteth inconuenience 
in the auctozitie of ſo great an empire, Tf ye ſuppoſe my 
good deſires be ſiniſter in your hart fo2 the welth of your 
owne chyld:en : howe ſhulde we hope than in any of your 
good wozkes fo the childꝛẽ of ſtrangers! It ſemith to you 
better to giue your doughter to them that demande her of 
the mother, and to refule thein that the father doth chuſe. 
Certainly bicauſe ye be a woma, you deſcrue pardon : but 
in that you are a mother, you augment your faut. Do you 
not knowe , thatmaryages are guyded, ſomme by foz- 
tune, and ſome by vertues and wyſedome. Suche as dc- 
mande the doughters of the fathers, beleue me, their eies 
ben moze vpon their owne p2oper btilitie , than vpon the 
welth of an other. J knowe welle, you bꝛynge fozthe the 
chylozen, but the goddis wyll marie them, lich they haue 
endewed them with ſo meruatlous beautie. Doo you not 
knowe, that the beautie of women ſetteth ſtraungers on 
deſite, and putteth neyghbours in ſuſpection, to great me 
it gyueth foꝛce, to meane men enupe, to the parentes infa- 
mie, and perill to the perſon ſelfe : with great peyne it is 
kepte that is deſyred of many. Ok trouth J ſaye the beau- 
tie of women is nothynge but a ligne foz ydell kolke: and 
an erly wakynge fo: them that be loght: where as of the 
ſtrange deſyzes lyeth the renome of them ſelf, And Þ deny 
not, but that a light perſon ſerchith ſoner a woman with a 
faire face, than one of honeſt lyuing. But J ſap, that a wo 
man, that is maried only fo: her beautie, may hope in her 
acge to haue a ſozy lyfe. It is an infallible reule, that ſhe 
that was maried fo: her kaireneſſe, is hated fo2 her fowlc- 
neg. O what trauaile he offrethhym ſelfe vnto, that mati⸗ 
ech a faire woman! It behoueth hym to ſutffre her bes, 
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foꝛ beautie and folye al way goo to gether : Alſo he muſte 
ſuffer her expẽces. Foz foly in the heed, and beautie in the 
face bene two wormes,that frete the lyfe, and waſteth the 
goodes : alſo he muſt ſuffre hit ryottes.Fo2 a fayze woma 
wyll that none but ſhe haue her commendementes in the 
houſe: alſo he muſt ſuffre her nice myntonneſle : fo: euery 
fayre woman wyll paſſe her lyfe in pleaſure: alſo he muſt 
ſuffre her pzeſumption:Fo2 cucry fay:e wo wyll hauc 
pꝛeeminence befoze all other. Fynallye he that maricthe 
with a faire woman, appareyleth hym to a right gret ad- 
ucnture : 4 J ſhall telle you wherfoze, Surely Carthage 
was neuer lo enuironed with Scipiõs, as the houle of a 
fay:e woman is with lyghte perſons. O vnhappy hul bad 
whan his ſpirite ts at reſt,and the body fleping,than theſe 
Iyght perſons wyl come about his houſe, dꝛieng his body 
with ielouly,caſtyng their eyes to the windowes,ſcalinge 
the walles with ladders oz climming ouer, linging lwete 
ſonges, playcng on dyuers inſtrumetes, watchyng at the 
gates, treating with baudes, vncoueryng Þ houſe, ⁊ wat- 
tinge at euery co:ner therof. All thele thinges, in cale they 
ſhote at the pꝛicke of the womans beautie, they leue not to 
ſhote at the butte of the ſozowfull huſbandes good name, 
And whether this be true 02 not, repoꝛt me to my ſelf, that 
matied me with your beautie:and let them wyte of my te⸗ 
noume that go ſo about the citie. J ſay moche, but trucly 
tele moꝛe. No man complayneth of the goddes fo2 gy⸗ 
uynge hym a foule wyfe, amonge his deſtenyes. Whyte 
ſyluet is not wꝛought but in blacke pytche: and the ten- 
der tre is not conſerued but by the harde rynde . J ſay the 
man that marieth a foule wyfe,ledeth a ſure life lette cue- 
ry man chuſe as he lyſteth: and J ſay,a man that marieth 
a faire wife, caſteth his good fame at haſard, and putteth 
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in none exerciſinge ofdedes of armes: and nowe all the 
paſtime of the Romayne youth is to ſeruc ladies. Whan 
a woman is famed to be fayze, than cuery man gothe thy⸗ 
ther, and taketh great peyne to ſerue her, and the women 
woll be ſene. J ſaye Faultine you neuer ſawe a ponge da- 
moyſel Romayn, greatly renowned in beautie, but eyther 
in dede 02 in luſpection there folowed ſom yl name of her. 
In that lyttell that I haue redde, J haue harde of dyucrs 
fayʒe women, both of Grece, Italy, Parthe, and Nome: 
and they be not put in remembzaunce, bycauſe they were 
faire, but fo2 the great perylles and heuy chaunces that 
by theit beauties felle in the woꝛlde. Foz in maner by 
reaſon of their excellent beauties they were viſited in their 
owne landes : and by thetr infainye ſhamed thzoughe all 
the wozlde. 

C wWhan the realme of Carthage was flouryſſhynge in 
tyches and happy in armes they ruled the common welth 
by wiſe philoſophers, and ſuſteyned it by diſcrete armies 
on the lee, Arminius the philoſopher was as greatly eſte- 
med amongethem, as Homer amonge the Grekes, oz Ct- 
ccro amonge the Romaynes: he lyued in this wozlde ſyre 
ſcoze yeres and. ti. Of the which happy age. {rrr. yercs he 
ruled quictly as a baron moſt peaſible of mynd : and was 
as ſtrange to women as fanultar with his bokes . Than 
the ſenate ſeing he was ſo b2oke with the common welth, 
and withdꝛa wen from all naturall recrcations, they deſi- 
red hym with great inſtaunce to be maried, bycauſe that 
memoꝛy myghte be had of ſoo perfite a wyſe man in tyme 
to come: and the moze impoꝛtunite they were in, the moze 
he reſiſted a ſayd, J wyl not be marted : foʒ if ſhe be foule, 


I ſhall abhozre her : if ſhe be ryche, J muſte ſuffre her : 1f ++ 


ſhe be pooze, I muſt mayntein her : if ſhe be faire, muſt 
take hede to her: if ſhe be a ſhze we, J 1 not ſufirc her g 
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and the leaſte peſtilence of all theſe is ſufficiente to ſlee a 
M. men. with ſuche woꝛdes this wile man excuſed hym 
ſelfe : and he in his acge, by reaſon of his greatte ſtudpe, 
loſte his ſighte.· And the ſolytarines of his ſwete lyberties 
conſtrayned him to take company of a woina, and ſhe had 
by him a doughter, of whom deſcended the noble Imyl- 
cares of Carthage copetitours of the Scipions of Rome, 
the whiche ſhewed no leſſe woꝛthineſſe in defence of Car: 
thage, than ours were foztune to augment Rome. 
¶ Tell me Fauſtine, maye not ſuche ſuſpection fall vpon 
your doughters, though their vertue luccour in the peril, 
and their honeſtie aſſure their perſons ? J wyll diſcouer a 
ſecrcte thynge to you. There is nothynge that can be ſoo 
quickely commytted , if a womanne be enupzonned with 
chaſt kepcrs and feminine ſhamefaſtnes.Dtedfaſtly they 
deſite, and with great leyfure they pꝛocute theſe thinges, 
that lyghtly may be atteyned. There is nothinge ſoo cer - 
tayn, but that the welth of an other is matter fo2 the own 
euyll. Ind Fauſtine ye knowe, that the moſte honeſte wo- 
menne by our malyce are moſte deſired , Certainely they? 
ſhamefaſtnes and kepinge cloſe, ben arowes in defence of 
our honeſtie. We rede not that bludde, riches,no2 beautte 
of the vnhappy matrone Lucrece was the cauſe that ſhe 
was deſired:But the clerenes of her vyſage,the grauite of 
her perſone, the purenes of her lyfe , the kepynge of hy; 
cloſe in her howle, the exercitie of her tyme , the credence 
amonge her neybours, and the greatte renoume that ſhe 
hadde among ſtraungers, waked the foolyſhe Tarquyne 
to commytte with her aduoutrie by foꝛce. What thynke 
vou? whcrof came this: I ſhall ſhewe you. we that be 
pll, ate ſo yll, that as yll we vſe the goodnes of them that 
be good. This is no faute to the ladies of Rome, but ra- 
ther in the immoztall goddis, Their clene honeſtie — 
| ſcthe 
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ſeth our cruel malyce. Fauſtine, you ſay your doughter is 
toyonge to be matied: Do you not knowe, that the good 
father ought to endoctrine his ſonnes fro their yong age? 
and to pꝛouide foꝛ his doughters whiles they be ponge. 
Ok a trouthe ik the fathers be fathers, and the mothers 
moders, as ſone as the goddis haue giuen them a dough⸗ 
ter, fozthwith they oughte to fyre in their hartis a newe 
temembzance: and not foꝛget it, tyll they haue prouided 
their doughter an huſoand. The fathers ought not to tary 
fo: ryches, no2 the mothers fo: high lygnage the better to 
matie them: So what with the one a the other, the tyme 
paſſeth, and the doughters ware acged : and than after 
this maner they be to olde tobe maried : and to abyde a⸗ 
lone, they be maydens : and to ſcrue they be women, they 
lyue in peyne, the fathers in thought, the parentes in ſu⸗ 
ſpection, leaſt they ſhuld be loſt. O what gret ladies haue 
] knowen doughters of gret fenatours, and not foz faute 
ofryches, noꝛ of vertues in their perſons, but all only foz 
ſlacke or tyme, and dꝛiuinge of one houre to an other, ſoo 
that at laſte ſodeyn dethe came to the fathers, and no pꝛo⸗ 
uidence made foz the doughters : So that in maner ſome 
wcre couered vnder the erthe aftertheir deathe, and ſoine 
buryed with fo:getfulnes . Eyther J Iye, oꝛ J haue redde 
in thelawe of the Kodicns, where as it is w2itten: we co- 
mande the father in marienge. x. ſonnes, to trauaylle but 
one day: but to marye one vertuous doughter, lette hymn 
trauayle. r,yercs, ye ⁊ ſuffre the water come to the mouth, 
ſweate dꝛoppes of bloode, trauayle the ſtomake, diſherite 
all his ſonnes, loſe his goodis and aduenture his perſon. 
Theſe wozdis in this law were piteful foꝛ the doughters, 
not lefſe greuous to the ſonnes. Foꝛ.t.ſonnes by lawe 
of men ar bound to diſcouer, ⁊ to go ouer al the wozld:but 
d dougyter, by y good law ought not to go out of p hous. 
5 Dei J (aye 
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J ſay moze ouer, that as thinges vnſtable thzete fallyng, 
ſo lykewiſe it chaunſeth to yonge damſelles, whiche thin⸗ 
keth all their tyme loſt and ſuperfluous vnto the daye of 
their mariage. Homere ſayth, it was the cuſtome of ladies 
of Grece to count the peres of their lyfe, not fro the tyme 
of their byzth,but from the tyme of their matyage. As if 
one demaunded of a Grectan her age, ſhe wolde aunſwere 
rr. yeres, if it were. rr. yeres (ith ſhe was maried: though 
it were. lr. ycres (ith ſhe was bozne : Affirming after they 
hadde a houſe to gouetne and to commaunde, that day ſhe 
begynneth to lyue. The Melon after it is type, and aby- 
deth ſtyll in the gardepn, cannot (cape, but eyther rotteth 
oz elles muſt be gathered. J ſaye the mayden that tarieth 
longe, tyll ſhe be matied, can not eſcape, eythet to be take 
02 infamed. | will ſape no moze. As ſoone as the grapes 
be ripe, it behouethe that they be gathered: ſo it is neceſſa⸗ 
ty, that the woman that is come to perfite age be matied 
and kept. And the father, that doth this, caſteth perill out 
of his houſe, and bzingeth him ſelke out ofthoughte , and 
contenteth well his doughter. 


C Ot a ſyckenes, wherofthemperour died, of his 
age, and where he died. Cap. xxxix. 


Arcus the Emperour beinge olde, not onely 
by age, but by trauaile and great peines that 
// he had taken and ſuffred in warres : Jn the 
FT f Alrvut. ycre of his empire, and. Irit. ycre of his 
ANA | age, and of the foundatton of Rome. vi. C. 
and. rl. as he was in Panony now called Hungatie, with 
his hoſte and Commode his ſonne, at a citie called Uen- 
debone, ſituate vpon a ryuer, that had.titi.MP.fire houſes, 
and beinge in wpnter, and the waters great, a very — 
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wether, he beinge in the feldes about the. xxx daye of De⸗ 
cember: ſodainly vpon a nyghte as he wente with lanter- 
nes about his campe, there toke hym a ſyckenes oz palſey 
in one ok his armes, ſo that he coude not weld his ſpeare, 
no2 yet dzawe his [werde, noꝛ put on his owne clothes. 
Than this good emperour charged with yeres, and with 
no leſſe thoughtes, and wynter increaſynge with manye 
great ſnowes, and freſynge of the erthe, there felle on him 
an other malady called Lytarge, the whiche put the Bar⸗ 
batiens in great hardines, and his hoſte in gteatte heuy- 
nes, his petſon in peryl, and his frendes in great ſuſpecte 
of his helthe. There was done to hym all the erperyence 
that coude be founde by medicines, as vnto great pztticis 
and loꝛdes is accuſtoined. Ind all dyd him no pꝛokite: by 
reaſon the maladye was greuous, and themperour char- 
ged with peres, and the ayze of the lande was contrarye 
tohym, and the tyme helped him nothynge : and alſo he 
was not well intended. Ind as men of woꝛſhyppe ſettethe 
moe by thetr honour than by their lyues, and had rather 
dye with honour, than lyue diſhonoured to aſſure they? 
honour, they aduenture euery houre their lyues, and had 
lcaucr haue one hourc of honour, than a. C. yercs of life: 
So thus this ſicke emperour cauſed him ſelte to be bozne 
all about his campe, and went to ſee the ſcarinyſhes , and 
wold ſlepe in the feldes: the which was not without great 
petyll of his Iyfe, noꝛ without great trauaylle of his per⸗ 
ſon. Thus on a day the emperout beinge in a great feuer 
and letten bloudde, harde a great clamour 02 noyſe in the 
felde: made by his men that had bzought home great qua 
titie of fourage, and their ennemies ſette on theym to rel[- 
cue it: there was medlynge on bothe parties, the one to 
beate away, and the other to defende: The Komayns foz 
hungre, dyd what they coulde to beate it awaye ; Ind the 
Tut. Hun⸗ 
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Hungariens fro whenſe it came, made reſyſtence: They 
medled ſo one with an other, and their debate was ſo cru⸗ 
ell, that there was ſlayne. v. capitaynes of the Romayns, 
the woꝛſte of them was moꝛe woꝛthe than all the fourage 
that they had won. And of the Hungariens were ſo many 
ſlayne, that all the fourrage that they had loſt, was not ſo 
moche wozth, Ccrtapnly conſidering the crueltie that was 
there done, the pꝛofite that came therby was very [malle 
to the Romapynes, ſo that there went but a few away with 
the fourage, x ofthe Hungariens fewer was left to make 
reſiſt ence. The emperour ſeing the yl o2der , and that by 
the reaſon of his bloudde lettynge and keuer, he was not 

zelent at that acte, he tote ſuche a heuynes at his harte, 
wherby he fell into ſuche a traunce, that it was thoughte 
he had ben deade:and ſo he lay.iit.nyghtes and two days, 
that he coude ſe no lyght of the ſkye, noꝛ ſpeke to any per- 
ſone. The heate of his ſickenes was greate, and his pey- 
nes greatter, he dꝛanke moche and eate lyttelle, hecowde 
not ſlepe, his face was pelowe, and his mouthe blacke. 
Somtyme he lyfted vp his cies, a oftentymes ioyned his 
handes together: He ſpake nothynge, and ſyghed many 
tymes. His thꝛote was ſo dꝛye, that he coude not ſpytte: 
his eyes were very ſooꝛe with ſobbynge and wepynge. 
It was greatte compaſſion to le his deathe: and a great 
plage of confuſpon to his howſe, and allo the very great 
loſſe of his warte. There durſte no manne loke vppon 
hym, and fewer ſpeake to hym. Panutius his Decrc- 
tarie, ſoꝛowynge at his harte, to ſee his mayſter ſoo nete 
his dethe, on a nyght in the pꝛeſence of dyuers other that 
were there he layd to him. 


¶ The woꝛdes of Panutius his ſecretaty to thempe⸗ 
tout at the houte of his deathe. Cap. xl. 
O Mat- 
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Marcus my loꝛde, there is no tongue that can 
AY, be ſtyll, noz any herte ſuffte, noz eies diſſimule, 
Ce 'no2 wytte that can permytte it: Mp bloudde 
23,.t congcleth,and my ſinewes dꝛie the ſtones ope 
nethe, and my ſowle wolde paſſe fozthe: the 
joyntes vnioynea londer, and mp ſpirites are troubled, 
bycauſe you take not the wyſe and ſage counſayle the whi 
che ye gaue to other that were ſymple. J ſee you my loꝛde 
die and J ought to be ſooze diſplcaſed therwith, The ſo⸗ 
towe that J tele at iy hert is, how you haue lyued lyke a 
wiſe perſone, and at this houre you do lyke a ſimple man, 
Tenne yere a knight giueth mete to his hoꝛs, to thentent 
that he ſhoulde kepe him fro peryll: and all that the wyſe 
man ſtudieth fo2 a longe ſeaſon, oughte to be to paſſe his 
lyfe with honour, and to take his deth with great vertue, 
Right dere loꝛde J demande ot you: what p2oufite is hit 
to the mariner to knowe the carde of the ſee, and after to 
peryſhe in a tourmente 02 tempeſte? what pꝛouffyte is hit 
toa capitayne to ſpeake moche of warre, and after know 
not howe to gyue battaylle « whatte pꝛofytethe hit to a 
knyght to haue a good hozs, and to fall in the ſtrete? 
what pꝛofiteth it to teche an other the plain way, and him 
ſelfe to wander aſide? J ſay what p2ofytcd hit the fozce of 
your lpfe, that you eſtemed ſo lyttell your lyfe, many ty- 
mes ſekynge your deathe» And at this howze that you 
haue founde deathe, you wepe bycauſe it wyll take away 
your lyfe; Whatte thynges haue J wzitten with myne 
hande beinge your Sectetatie, dyuiſed by pour hyghe 
and pꝛofounde vnderſtandynge, towchynge the ſtroke of 
deathe; what thynge was it to ſee the letter, that you ſent 
Claudine vpon the deathe of her huſbande ? what wrote 
you to Anthygone, whan your ſonne Ueriſſimus dyed ? 
wherin your vertue dydde conſolate his heutneſſe , what 
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hyghe thinges dyd J waite in the boke that you ſent to the 
Senate, in the pere of the greate peſtilence: comfoztynge 
them after the great moztalitie paſſed : therin pou dydde 
ewe theym, howe lytell men ſhulde ſet by deathe, # what 
pꝛofite foloweth therby. Ind J haue ſene and herde you 
blaſon dethe in your lyke, and nowe you wepe, as though 
you ſhulde lyue here ſtyll. Syth that the goddis commad 
it, and pour age tequiteth it, 4 your lickenes is the cauſe, 
and nature permytteth it. and foꝛtune conſenteth to it, and 
is the fatall deſteny of vs all, than you muſt nedes dye. 
The trauayles that come of neceſſitie, ought with a good 
courage to be abyden. Foz the couragious feeleth not ſoo 
ſoze the harde ſtrokes, as the weake that fallethe oz he be 
foughtcn with. you are but one man, and nat two: and 
ve ought to haue one deathe and not two. Therfoze why 
wolde ye foz one lyfe haue two dethes, enterrynge the bo- 
dy, and ſleinge the ſpitite with ſighes : After ſo many pe⸗ 
cilles of longe Iyfe to take a ſure pozte, wyll pe lpfte vp the 
ſaples, and entre ageyne into the ſwolo we of the ſce, foꝛ to 
engloutte you? In the ſee you haue chaced the bulle and 
ſcaped his woodnes, and nowe ye tekuſe to entre in to the 
parte, where you may ſurely ſlee hym. You make aſſaute 
with victozy of yout lyfe, and wyl die atteyninge the dcth, 
Lou haue foughte. Iriit.ycres in the campe of miſerie and 
nowe you feate to entre into your ſepulchze:pou haue got 
out of the buſſhes and thoznes, wherin you were cloſed: 
and nowe at this howꝛe you ſtomble in the faire way: you 
haue had in ccrtayne the domage of your deathe:and nov 
pc put in double the pꝛoufite of your deathe: pou are en 
tred into the campe of defieng of the wozlde : and nowe 
you wolde turne your backe, whan it is tyme to put yout 
handes to atmes. Lrit. ycre you haue foughte agaynſte 
foztunc ; ano nowe pou cloſe pour eyes, bycauſe 1 
wy 
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wyll ſtrike you, J (ay it bycauſe that willyngly you refuſe 
this pꝛeſent dethe, the whiche wyll cauſe vs to haue pour 
Iyfe paſſed ſuſpect, What do pou hye and myghty pzincez 
Why wepe you lyke a chyld: a why ſigh you as one in di⸗ 
ſpayre-if you wepe bicauſe ye (hal die, why did you laugh 
ſo moche in your tyfe tyme { Foz of moche laughynge in 
the lyfe time cometh moche wepynge at the deth. Wyl you 
do that you can not doz and not be content with that you 
map do. The grounde and paſture that is common, vou 
wolde toyne to your owne, the renowme of the common 
welthe you applyed to your owne heritage. Of a ſubſidy 
0: lone you wolde make your perpetuall tighte. J wylle 
ſhewe you who be deed. All be deed and ſhall dye. And a⸗ 
monge all other you wolde all onely lpue . Wyll ye haue 
that of the goddis that they be goddes ko! That is by⸗ 
cauſe you are moztall,that they make you immoꝛtall. And 
you haue that foꝛ pꝛiuilege, whiche they haue by nature * 
I that am but ſymple, demaunde one thynge of you my 
loꝛde, that ate auncient ano wyſe : whiche is the greatteſt 
0: leaſt welthe, to dye well oz lyue yll! To lyue welle noo 
man can attayne certaynly fo2 hungre,thirſt,ſolitarines, 
perlecution, vll foztune, ſickneſſes, and diſfauours, This 
can be called no Iyfe, but rather deth. If an ancient man 
wolde make a ſhcwe and booſte of his lyfe, fro the tyme 
of his birthe to the layinge in his graue, and the bodye 
to ſhew all that it hath ſuffred by dolours, and the Harte 
to diſcouer all the ſtrokes of foztune : I imagine that the 
goddes wolde haue matuayle therof, and men wolde be 
abaſhcd therof, that the body coude ſuffre ſo moche, and 
the harte beare it. J hold the grekes wiſeſt, fo2 they wepe 
whan they? childerne are bozne, and they ſynge whan an 


olde man dyeth: but the Romaynes ſynge at the byzthe ok 


their chyldzen, and wepe whan they dye olde. Cenjapuly 
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to laughe at the deth of them that die olde,ſith they dye to 
laugh: and to wepe at the birth of childzen, ſithe they are 
bo:ne to wepe, and that lyfe abydeth the (ſentence of ylle ; 


appꝛouethe that the deathe is good. Wyll you that 
7 (aye one veritie to you? I haue alwayes ſene, that the 
coũſel in the wyſeſt mi ſoneſt faileth him. Such as wold 
gouerne al thinges by their opintons, ok neceſſitie in ſome 
oꝛ in the moſte parte they do erte and kayle. O Barc my 
dere loꝛde, wene you, that haue cauſed to burye ſoo ma⸗ 
ny, that ſome ſhulde not butye you in Iykewiſe ? As you 
haue ſene the ende ol their dayes, other ſhal ſe the ende of 
pour percs. Thertoꝛe me ſemeth it were better fo2 you to 
dye, and to go your way to atteyne ſo moche welthe, than 
to ſcape and to lyue in ſo moche myſeti. It you fele dethe, 
IJ haue no meruaple ſyth you are a man. But J meruayle 
that you do not diſſimule hit, ſith you are diſcrete . They 
thathaueclere vnderſtandyng fele many thinges at their 
herte, that putteth them to peyne, whiche they ſhewe not 
outwarde, fo: the pꝛeſumption of honour. It all the poy⸗ 
ſon that is in a heuy hatte were ſpꝛede abꝛode in the weke 
fleſſhe by ſmalle greynes, no walles ſhulde ſuffyſe vs to 
rubbe, noꝛ our nayles to ſcratche. Foz certaynly the dethe 
is but a play, wherin the player, if he be apt,aduentureth 
but lyttell to wynne moche, and they that play may ſe wel 
that this is a wyly play, and not of ſtrength. And that al- 
ſo as well they leſe that haue but a ſmalle carde, not fea- 
rynge death, as they that with a great carde loueth longe 
Iyfe? What thinge is dethe but a trappe doze , wherin the 
tent is cloſed, in the whiche is ſolde all the miſeries of our 
Iyfe? This the goddis do change vs from an olde fylthy 
houſe, into a newe. And what other thing is the ſepulchze, 
but a caſtelle, wherin we be cloſed agaynſt the aſſautes of 


the lyke Of trouth pou ought moze to couete to take that 
you 


AVREL1IYVS. 7 4 


pou find at your deth, then the hurt of that you ſhal leue in 
your lyfe. I demand of pou, what is it that doth you moſt 
peyne in leſynge of the life ? if you peyne your ſelte foʒ He- 
lie Fabzice your wyfe,bycauſe you leaue Her yonge: werp 
not yourſclfe, fo: ſhe is wel thought on in Rome, fo: any 
petyll of your Iyfe . Ind as ſone as ſhe knoweth it, Jam 
in certaine ſhe wyll not wepe moche, though yon go your 
way. Than you ought not to wepe fo2 leuing of her; Thele 
yonge damoyſels maried to old men, haue euer their cies 
fixed in the deth of their huſbandes. And holly faſten their 
hartes on him that they thinke to mary with agein. They 
wepe with their cies, à be glad in theit hartes. And truſt 
not though ſhe be an empꝛeſſe, and can not fynde an other 
emperour to be her huſbande yet ſhe wil fynde ſom other. 
Foꝛ it they be ſo determined, they will change their robes 
of ſatyn koꝛ a gowne of cloth. Foꝛ Þ dare welle ſape, they 
moꝛe deſire a yonge ſheparde, than an old einperour. Jad 
if you care fo2 your childzen, whome ye muſt leaue behind 
you: I can not tei why you ſhulde do ſo. Fo2 if your deth 
be diſpleaſant to them, moch moze diſpleaſeth them p you 
live ſo longe. It is great pein to a child, without he defire 
the dethe of his father : if he be pooze it is fo: feate howe 
they ſhulde be maintained: ik he be riche, than bicauſe he 
ſhall be his heire. They ſinge and you wepe, you fere the 
deth a wepe bicauſe you leue your life. Do you not know, 
that after the nyght cometh the dewp moꝛnyng: x after 
cometh the bzight ſon:x after the ſon cometh a derk cloud, 
and after again cometh feyre wether, + after that cometh 
lightning a thonder: a then agein clere aire ? Alſo J lay, 
that after infancy cometh childhode,tha cometh youthe, 4 
age after that, and ſo at laſte cometh dethe, and after deth 
fereful hope of a ſure Iyfe. Sir beleue me in one thynge 2: 
The beginning, the meane and the ende euerp man hath, 
| Uu, Cer⸗ 
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Certaynly it pou had ben take as theflourefro the herbe: 
ik you had ben cut grene fro the tree, if you had ben graf- 
fed in pꝛimetime: tf you had ben eaten in the ſowernes of 
the vyne: I meane if in the firſte youthe , whan Iyfe was 
at the ſweteſt, ifdethe had come and knocked at the gate, 
ve ſhulde haue had cauſe to be ſozte: but as now the wal- 
les are weake and redy to falle, and the flowze wythered, 
and the bery putrifted, the ſpeare full of moſſe, and canne 
not dꝛawe the knyfe out of the ſhethe . Herin you haue de- 
ſired the wozlde, as if you had neuer knowen the wozlde. 
L rit yere you haue ben pꝛiſonet in the dongeon of the bo- 
dy: and nowe the ſhakils o2 giues ſhulde be taken frome 
pou, you complayne: you loꝛde wold make newe of other 
newes. He that thinketh it nat ſufficiente tolyue. Irit . ye- 
res in this dethe, oz to dye in this lyfe, he wyll not be con⸗ 
tent with thꝛe ſcoze thauſande. 
¶ Auguſte the emperour ſayde, that after that men had 
Iyued.l.yeres,they ought to die, ozels cauſe them ſelf to be 
ſlayne, by cauſe that vnto that tyme is the felicitie of ma. 
He that Iyucthe beyonde that tyme , paſſethe His tyme 
tn heuynes, in greuous aches , deathe of his childzen , 
and loſſe of his goodes , in impoztunities of his chyl- 
dꝛene in lawe, butienge of his frendes, ſuſteyninge p20- 
ceſſe, payinge of dettis,and other infinite trauailes : So 
that it were better with his etes cloſed to abyde theym in 
his graue, than with his eies open to abyde theym in his 
lyfcdayes. Certaynly it is a fo:tune of all foztunes, and 
he is right pꝛiuie with the goddes, that at. l. pere leaueth 
his lyfe. Foz al the time that he liueth after is in decaying 
and neuer vpryght, but rollynge, relyng, and redy to fall. 
O Matt my dere loꝛde do you not know, that by the ſame 
way that lyfe gothe, cometh dethe ? It is. lxii.pete that ye 
haue ſoughte the one from the other, Ind whan ye * 
to 
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fro Rome, where as you left pour houſe, and wente to N⸗ 
lirike, where pou lefte a greate peſtilence: and nowe you 
are returned in to Dungarie. Do you not knowe, that as 
ſoone as you were bone to gouerne the erthe, incontinent 
dethe iſſued out of his ſepulchze to fynde your lyfe And 
il you haue hono:zed ambaſſadours of the ſtraunge kyn- 
ges, moche moze ye ought to honour deathe, that cometh 
fro the goddes, what lo:deſhyp can beloſt1n this lyfe, but 
you ſhall finde greter in the deathee Fre you not remem- 
bꝛed wha Uulcan my ſonne in lawe potſoned me, bycauſe 
he deſired my goodes moze than my lyfe, howe you my 
loꝛde fo: loue that you had to me, gaue me comfozte and 
councell, fo: the deth of my ſozoweful youth: and you ſaid 
to me, the goddes were cruell in kyllynge of them that be 
ponge : and pitifell, whan they burie thein. that be olde. 

And alſo you ſayde to me: Comfozte thy ſelfe.ÞPanutius 
Fo: if thou dydſt lyue to dye, nowe than thou dieſt to lyue. 
Therfoze ryght high and myghty pꝛince, Þ ſay to you, as 


tou ſayde to me: and I counlayle you as you counſayled 


me: and that you gaue me, I gyue you agayne . Finally 
of this repynge take the beſte in wozth, a let the reſt abide, 


C.How themperout demanded to haue in writing al that 
the Decretarie had ſayde.cap.rlt. 


Nd as of the contentynge of the wylle oftenz 
tymes pꝛocedeth helthe and caſe ofthe bodye, 
„the emperour was wel ſatisfied with the woz- 
. des of Panutius, whiche he eloquently vtte- 

red and with pꝛofounde counſell, hardily and 
familiarly,and in due tyme, as a good frende , Great cõ⸗ 
paſſion it is to them that wolde die, whã it is ſhewed them 
what they ought to do, Foz of them that be about the bed. 
U. iii, ſome 
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ſomme robbe him or his money, ſomme ſetue hym welle 
ſome holdethe place to be his heite, ſomme gapynge foz 
gyftes, ſome wepe foz loſſe of him, ſomme allo laugh foz 
the gaynes by his deathe,and ſoo in this maner the pooze 
pacienthauynge many lokynge foz they: pzofyte,hath no 
body to counſel him. we ſe dayly that ſeruantes whã they 
ſe the going out of the cadcl of lyfe,care not fo2 the cleſing 
of thar loꝛdes vices. And therof cometh, that as ſoone as 
he is deed, ſtreight way beginneth to ſtinke. And ſo J fay 
that the ende or his lyfe is the beginninge of his infampy, 
All they that were there, as well the olde ſeruantes as the 
newe, delongynge to themperour, capitapnes of warte a 
other, were nat a lyttel abaſhed of the ſayenge of Panu- 
tius, and they all allowed his ſayenge, andſayde he was 
woꝛthy tohauethegouernaunce of thempite. The good 
emperoural the ſeaſon that Panutius ſpaake, wept with 
depe ſighes fro his harte. And bytauſe he was fo ſoꝛe gte⸗ 
ued, he coude not foꝛth with giue him an anſ were: At the 
laſte be commanded Panutius to gyue hym in w:iting al 
that he had ſayde, to thentent that he might ſtudy theton. 

Fo; he ſayd, it was no reſon, to foꝛget thinges ſo wel ſaid, 

So all the reſt of that night the Secretatie occupied him 

ſelfe to put in wztting the ſame ſayenge: and the nert day 

he dclyuered it to themperout, whiche toke hit and loked 


theton all the day: and kept it ſtyl in his handes, and oftẽ 
times tedde theron, and the next nyght themperour lente 
fo: the Decretarie;x in open audiece he (aid as foloweth, 


¶ The anſwere ot themperour to Panuti?.ca.rlit, 


H Appy was the mylke that thou ſuckedſt in Dacie „ 
the bꝛead Þ thou dyddeft cate at Rome, a the lernyng 


that thou haddeſt in Ithenes, and thy bzingung vp - 2 
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hotts, Foz in my life thou haſte well ſerued me, and at my 
dethe thou haſte well counſapled me. J commande-Coma 
modus my ſonne to tewarde the foz thy good ſetuice. And 
I pꝛay the goddis to recompence the fo: thy councel. The 
te ward fo: diuers ſeruices ami may mũke: but v reward 
fo: good councel al the goddis had nede to do. The gretiſt 
rewarde that one frend may do to an other is itt a great 
weightie matter to ſuccout him with good counſell. Il þ 
trauailes of the woꝛlde are weightie, but the trauaylle of 
dethe is the weightieſt: all be perillous, but that is moſte 
petillous: all ben great, but this is the greteſt:al thingis 
hath an ende at laſt by deth,ſaufe only deth, whoſe ende is 
bnknowe. He that is hurt with dethe, is as hep is ſicke of 
the fleping euill, hauing aquicke vnderſtanding a yet he 
knoweth no man:# many thinges beinge offered to him, 
he can determine vpon none. yet againe J ſay;Hets a true 
and faithfull frende, that in ſuch tyme wil giue good coũ⸗ 
ſell to his frende. Al they that here this that J ſay; wil ſap 
that it is true. But I [weare, that no man can knowe hit 
pcrfitely, but he that is in caſe that J am in, redye to dye. 
Lrii. ere hath ben the cours of my lyfe, and nowe deathe 
commaundeth me to cloſe myn eies, + to folowe the cours 
ofdeth. Moꝛeouer as thou knoweſt not the infirmitte , lo 
thou appꝛocheſt not to the cure and helth. The dolour is 
not there as thou haſt made defenſtues, it is not the fiſtu⸗ 
la where againſt thou haſt giuen cautere, it is not ag 
optlations that thou haſt giuen ſiropes, it is not inp vey- 
nes v thou haſt giuen me inciſion : Thou haſt not wel he⸗ 
led the wounde that thou haſt ſtitched me. J ſay that thou 
muſt entre furthcr in me to knowe perkitely myne acceſſe. 
The lighes that pꝛocede fro the botom of my hert can not 
be vaderſtanden with heringe of them:the goddis alonly 


know þ thoughtes of Þ hart. Alſo diuets thingis ar * — 
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that IJ knowe not of my ſelfe, no moze than that is with⸗ 
out me. O Panutius thou accuſeſt me that Þ feare death, 
To feare it greatly, I deny it: but J conkeſſe to feate it as 
a man. Certaynly to denie that J feate not deathe, than J 
muſte denye that J am not made of fleſhe . We le that the 
Olyphant feareth the lyon, and the beare feareth the oly⸗ 
phant, and the wolfe feareth the beate, and the ſhepe fea⸗ 
rethe the wolfe, and the ratte the catte, and the catte the 
dogge, and the dogge the man, and all onelye they: feare 
is, that they dꝛede to be ſlaypne. Than it theſe bzute beſtis 
refuſe dethe, not fearinge the fyghtynge with furious ſpi⸗ 
rites,no: the entoyenge with the goddis: howe moche ta⸗ 
ther than ought we to feare the dethe! Foz we are in doute 
to be tozne in pieces with the furies in they: peynes, o2to 
be receyued in pleaſure with the goddes. Therfoze I ſap, 
that thenaturall feare of death, J haue ouer come with 
the bꝛidell and lyberties of reaſon. Thinkeſt thou Panuz 
tius, that J ſenot my graſſe waſted, and my grapes ga- 
thered that my houſe bzeaketh, and that J haue nothyng 
lefte but the ſtocke of the grapes the ſkynne of the fleſhe, 
and but one onely blaſte of all mp Iyfe ? Thou ſeeſt well, 
that by the tokens the crerciſe is ſence , And nettes be caſt 
in the riucrs,and in the parkes bulles bene chaſed . J ſay 
that the rumour of death holdethe in ſauette the lyke that 
ig in me, at this houre redy arined agaynſt dethe. J make 
&ataple with death, at this houre baratne and naked of 
Iyfe : and ſo redy to entre in to the ſepulchre:at this houre 
I ſhall entre in to the campe, where as J ſhall not be go- 
red with bulles, but ſhall be caten with wozmes : and fy- 
nally J (hall go fro whens J cannot flee, Thus J hope 
abydynge deth. And this J lay bycauſc thou ſhalt knowe 
that J knowe it, and that thou ſhalt fele that J fele. Ind 
to the entent thou lyue vnbegiled J will tell the a ere 
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ſecrete. The nouelties that thou haſt ſene in me as, in ab⸗ 
hozrynge of meate, bereuynge of ſlepe, liuyng alone, we⸗ 
ryncs of company, dꝛownynge in ſyghes, and paſtyme in 
wepynge : Thou mayſt well thynke, what turment ought 
to be in the ſee of my hatte, whan ſuche tremblynges and 
motions of erthe and reynes are ſet in the crthe of my bo⸗ 
dy. Shal Iſhewp, wherfoze my body is in this thought, 
and my herte in ſuche trouble ? The cauſe why J ſuffre 
dethe ſo greuouſely, is that Þleaue my ſonne Commode 
in this lyfe in a petyllous age fo: him, ani ſuſpecious fox 
thempite. By the floures the fruites ate knowen, and the 
vines in burgenyng: by the colt the hozs is knowen, whe⸗ 
ther he ſhall be meke 02 ſtubbozne fo2 labour oz catiage: # 
in the youthe the yonge man is knowen : and by the lytel 
that J ſe in my lyfe by my ſonne Commode, J feare me it 
wyll be leſſe after my deth. Thou knoweſt not why J ſay 
thus. Ind J ſay it not without cauſe: foz my ſonne Com⸗ 
mode is very yonge, and yet yonget in wytte. He is of an 
pll inclination, but he be fozced : he gouerneth hym ſelke 
by his owne wytte and vnderſtidyng, as though he were 
a man of experience: he knoweth but lyttelle and carcthe 
fo: nothynge. Ok the tyme paſſed he hath no knowledge: 
all onely he occupieth hym ſelfe with the tyme pꝛeſent. Fi⸗ 
nally by that J ſe with myn cies, and thinke in my harte, 
J feate me the pcrſone of my ſonne ſhall be in peryll, and 
the memoꝛie of his fathers howle peryſſhe. Fauſtyne his 
mother hath foſtred hym to delycately: and by a hard ſto⸗ 
ny grounde he hath a great way to go. De entreth as now 
alone into the pathe of youth without any guyde. J feare 
me he ſhall goo out of the ryght way, and wander in the 
buſhes and thoznes of vices. O Panutius, harken what 
I ſay, J ſay it not without teares, thou ſeeſt that my ſon 
temayneth cyche, yonge,and at libettie. Byches, pouthe, 
* ſolyta- 
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ſolitarines, and lybertie ben. iii. peſtilences, that enpoy- 
ſone the pꝛince, and waſte the common welthe: hit llecthe 
them that be a lyue, a infameth them that be deed. Belcue 
me one thynge: dyuers graces are requiſite to ſuſteyn di⸗ 
uers vertues. With the faireſt women the bꝛothel houſes 
ate peopled, the mooſte vilaynes are made riifficns : the 
moſte hardye are robbcrs in woddes : the quickeſt of vn- 
derſtandynge ofte pꝛoue fooles: and the mooſte ſubtylle 
becom theues. J lay that ſuch as are clothed with dyuers 

graces of natute, lacke the furres of acquired vertues. 
We map ſap, they hold in their haͤdes a knyfe, wherwith 
they ſtryke and hurte theym ſelke: fire on their ſhulders, 
wherwith they bꝛen: and a coꝛde about their necke, wher- 
with they hange: daggers at their ſtomacke, wherwith 
they ate layne : thoznes at they? feete, wherwith they are 
pꝛicked: a ſtony way afoze their cies, where they ſtomble, 
and ſtomblynge fall, and fallynge they leſe their Ipfe,and 
wynne dethe. The great trees of whom we hauefruite in 
wpnter,and ſhadowe in ſommer, firſt be planted the rotes 
faſt in the entrayles ofthe crthe, oꝛ euer theyz waucringe 
boughes are aduentured in the wynd. Marke Panutius 
marke well. The man that from his youth hath ſet befo:e 
hym — — of the goddis, and the ſhame of men, is ha- 
bitedgEVereues : a he that accompanieth with them that 
be vertuous, mainteyneth trouth to cuety ma,and lpueth 
without pꝛeiudice of any man. Malicious fo:tunc mape 
ſomtyme cleue the barke of the welth ofſuche a tree, wy- 
ther the floute in his youthe, bꝛeake the leaues of his fa- 
uour, gather the fruite of his trauaylle, bzeake downe a 
bough of his offices, ⁊ bowe downe the height of his coii- 
cell: yet fo2 al the ſtrockes that the wynd can ſtricke it can 
not beplucked vp by the rote. Certaynely the ſonne that 
the father hath endewed with graces, and the ſonne appli 
enge 
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enge hym in vices, ought not to be boꝛne in this woꝛlde: 
Xif he be bone, to be buried quicke. Foꝛ the fathers ſweat 
by day, and watche by nyght, to leue honour to they? chil⸗ 
dꝛen, whiche the fathers bye of the goddis with ſighes , # 
the mothers delyuered of them with peine, and being the 
vp with trauayle: and the chylde pꝛouethe ſo, that he gy- 
ucth greuous age to the father in his lyfe, and great infa- 
my aftcr his deth. J conſider wel, that the pzince Comode 
beinge Yonge and Jolde, ageinſt his wyl fo2bare vices, a 
ere me that after my deth he wyl hate vertues. J temẽ⸗ 
bꝛe diuers of his aege haue enherited the empire, whiche 
were ſo hardy in their lyues, that they deſerued to be cal⸗ 
led tyꝛantes after their dethes. Eraple of Denys tenow⸗ 
med tirat of Sycill, which hired them that coude inuente 
bices, as our Rome rewardeth them v conquere realmes. 
What gretter tiranny can be in a tyꝛãt, than to make moſt 

uuie to him the that be vicious? Alſo J fozget not 2 foure 
kinges that ſucceded after great Ilerader,as Ptholome, 
Anthiocꝰ, Dilut?, x Antigonus, which the grekes called 
great tirantis : al that Alexãder had gote with renowmed 
triũphes, they loſt by their viciouſnes, And in this maner 
the woꝛld p Alerider had deuided among them. iii. came 
tothe handis of mo than foure.C.fo2 Intigon?.ſet ſo litle 
by that had coſt his loꝛd Alerader ſo moch, ⁊ was ſo light 
in his age, à ſo bold in his realme, Þ in mockery in ſtede 
of a crowne of gold, he ware a gardland of Juic: a in ſted 
of a ſcepter,he bare a thyſtle in his right hande : and after 
that mancr he wold ſyt among his men, + wh an he ſpake 
to ſtrangers. J lay ſhame to the yong man ſo to do, but J 


meruaile that the ſadde and wyſe men of Greece ſuffred it. 


C.J remembze alſo Caligula the. tiii. emperourof Rome 
ayonge man, in whoſe tyme it was harde to knowe, whi⸗ 
the was the greater, eyther the on of the —— 
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to their loꝛde, 02 the hatred that the lozde bare to the peo⸗ 
ple. And this yonge pꝛince wente ſo fatte out of the waye 
in his youthe, and was ſo farre wyde from reaſon in his 
tyꝛannies, that cuerye man ſtudied howe to take his lyfe 
from hym : ⁊ he ſtudied to lee cuery man. Ye wꝛote thele 
woꝛdes in a table of golde: Wolde to god that all Nome 
hadde but one hced, to the entente that with one ſtroke J 
myght ſtryke it of. 
¶ J alſo remembꝛe Tyverie, ſonne adoptiue of good Ju⸗ 
guſte, called Juguſt, bycauſe he augmented Rome. But 
this good olde pꝛince dyd not ſo moche augment it in his 
Iyfe, but this yonge ſucceſſour diſtroyed it moch moꝛe af⸗ 
ter his deathe. The hate that the Komapne people had a⸗ 
gaynſte Tyberic in his lyte was ryght welle ſhewed after 
his dcthe. Fo2 the ſame day that he dyed, oz whan he was 
layne, the people made dyuers p:oceſſtons, and the ſena⸗ 
tours offred great gyftes in the temples, and the pzeſtes 
offred gret ſacrifices to their goddis, to thentent that they 
ſhulde not receyue the ſoule of the ſayd Tibetie into their 
gloꝛue: but to ſende it to the furies of Hell. 
¶ Aiſo I mynde Pattocle t he ſeconde kynge of Cozyn: 
the, whiche enherited the realme beinge but. rvi . pete of 
age, and he was ſo vicious of his body, and ſo lybcrall of 
his mouthe, that where as his father helde the realme. tr, 
pere, he poſſeſſed it but.rrr. dayes, 
C Alſo the auncient Tarquin the pꝛoude, the. vii. kynge 
of Rome, whiche was ryght goodly in geſture, right va⸗ 
Iyant in armes,and of a clcane bloudde: as an vnhapppe 
pꝛince defpyled all his vertues with noughty lyuynge: in 
luche wiſe that he conuerted his beautie into lecherp , his 
power into tyzany, foz the villany that he dyd to Lucrece 
the chaſte lady of Rome: wherby he loſt not onely his te⸗ 
alme, but the name of Tarquin was banylſhed foz euct 
out 
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out of Rome, 
C Jremembze cruelle Nero, whiche enherited and dyed 
yonge : a in him ended the inemozte of the noble Ceſars: 
and by hym was renewed the memoꝛy of Jutygones the 
ty:zantes. hom thinkeſt thou this tirant wolde ſuffre to 
Iyue, whiche ſlewe his owne mother? Tel me J pꝛap the, 
what harte is that of a chylde, to ſlee his owne mother, to 
open the bꝛeſtes that he ſucked, to ſhed the bloode of her 
that nouriſhed hym in her armes, and to beholde the en⸗ 
trayles, wherin he was fourmed 7 What thynkeſte thou, 
that he wolde not haue done, ſith he commytted ſuche an 
pl dede The day that Neto ſlew his mother, an ozatour 
ſayd in the ſenate, that Agrippine his mother had deſcr- 
ucd deth fo: chyldynge ſuche a chylde in Rome. Theſe thꝛe 
dayes that thou haſte ſene me ſo altered in my mynde all 
theſe thynges came befoze me: and J haue dꝛawen theym 
into the depenes of my harte, and diſputed them. This 
ſonne of myn holdethe me in the gulfe of the ſec, betwene 
the wa wes of feare, and the ankers of diſpay:e , hopynge 
that hc ſhulde be good, bycauſe J haue nouryſſhed hym 
well, and fearynge that he ſhulde be yll , bicauſe his mo⸗ 
ther Fauſtinchath bzought hym vppe wantonly, and the 
yonge man is inclyned to yll. And as ye ſe athynge made 
by artifice peryſhe, and a naturall thinge laſte: J am in 
great feare, that after my dethe he wyll tourne that waye 
that his mother hath chylded hym,and not as J haue no⸗ 
tyſhed hym. O how happy were J, if J had neuer a child 
to leue behynde me to be emperoure Then a chyld myght 
be choſen amonge childꝛen of good fathers, and J ſhulde 
not haue ben troubled with him that the goddis haue gy⸗ 
uen me. Panutius J demaunde one thynge of the, whe⸗ 
ther thou calleſt moſte foztunate Uaſpaſian the naturalle 
father of Domitian, ozels Nerug the father adoptife of 
T. ili. Traian“? 
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+ Traian? Uaſpaſian was good, and Nerua very good, # theh 
Domitian was of all other mooſte cruelte , and Trayane his ke 
I a the my:rour of all clemency, The regard how Uaſpaſian CI 


- 


: EE in the koꝛtune to haue childꝛen was vnhappy, and Nerua Qun 
Ke in the mpſfo:tune to haue chyldꝛen, was happy. J knowe — 
tu 


2 not why theſe fathers deſire to haue childzen, lith they ben 

1 the occaſion of ſo moche trauaple. O Panutius, J wylle haue 
» ſay one thing to the, as a frende to a frend (as thou kno- zeth 

. Wa weſt wel we be in this woꝛlde) J haue lyued. [rit, eres, in vnde 
whiche tyme J haue redde many thinges, and haue herd, Med 


| : i ©  Cene, deſired, atteyned, poſſeſſed, ſuffred, and reſted moch Debze 
J and nowe at this tyme J muſt dye: and ok al thing J hal d2enx 
| ' beate nothynge away,bycauſe both it and J are nothing, bicau 


\.* - © Stet belpnes the hart hath to ſerche fo2thele goodes and — 


5 gteat trauaple to come to them: but without compatiſon 
* the greatteſt dolour is at the houte of the deth to departe whan 
* and leaue them. what greatter diſeaſe can be to the body, Rome 
—_—: than ſodeynely to be lurpꝛiſed with ennemtes e what pe⸗ me, al 
25 tille of the ſee 02 loſſe of frendes can be egalle, to ſe a ver- the S 
tuous man dꝛawe to his deathe, to leue the ſweate of his wich a 
face ! the auctozitte of the empire, the honour ok his per⸗ heite 5 
ſone, the company of his frendes, the temedye of his det- the el: 
tours, the rewardinge of his ſeruantes, and to leaue it to Jſhal 
a chylde that hath not merited it, noz hath not the power | jm 
to wyll to merite it. kyꝛſte i 
¶ In the. ir. table of the lawes were theſe woꝛdis waitte: and p2 
e comaunde and ozdepne, that euery father, who in the nate ſe 
pinion of all men is good, ſhall diſſherite his ſonne that doo he 
is yll ineuery mans opinion. Allo cuery chylde , what ſoo — 
uer he be, that diſhobeyeth his kather and robbeth any te: | Piocldl 
le, 0: hurt any wydowe, lo that ſhe blede, flee fro the ba- np com 
tayle, oꝛ do any treaſon to a ſtranger, who ſo euer is foũd llee.rit 
in any of theſe fyue caſes, lette him be banyſhed foz cuer gs! 
the 
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the habitation of Rome and caſte out fro the heritage of 
his father, 
¶ Jn good ſoth this lawe was good, and in the tyme of 
Quintus Cincinate hit was ozdeyned, and nowe by vs 
whiche be vnhappy it is cleane lefte and fozgotten. Paz 
nutius without doubte J am weryto ſpcake, and alſo J 
haue ſuche an impediment in my ſtomacke, that J wante 
zethe: oz elles I coulde ſhewe the all by ozder, if myne 
vnderſtandynge fayled me not, howe manye Parthiens, 
Mediens, Iſſiriens , Caldiens , Indiens, Egypcyens, 
Hebzewes, Grekes, and Romaynes haue lefte theyz chyl : 
dꝛen pooze, and myght haue left them ryche : and all was 
bicauſe they were vicious : and other chyldꝛen that were 
very pooze, were lefte ryche, bycauſe they were good and 
vertuous. I lwere to the by the immoztal goddes, that 
whan J came fro the warres betwene the Parthiens and 
Rome, and that the triumphe and glorye was gyuen to 
me, and my lonne conkyrmed to be emperour: J wolde 
the Senate haddeleftcme my ſonne Commedus pooze 
with all his vyces, and that J hadde made the Senate 
hcire à loʒde to the empire: and to haue chaſtiſcd hym to 
the exraumple of all the woꝛlde. J wyll that thou knowe, 
T ſhall carte fiue thynges with me out of this wozlde in⸗ 
termedled, the whiche is great ſoꝛowe to my harte: The 
kyꝛſte is, that J haue not determined and tudged the plee 
and pꝛoceſſe of the noble wydowe D2uſta with the Se- 
nate,ſeinge that ſhe is very pooze, and hath noo bodye to 
doo her Juſtyce: The leconde is bycauſe J doo not dye 
in Rome to the intent that J myght cauſe to be cried and 
pꝛoclapmed euery where in Rome er J dyed, to wyte if a⸗ 
ny complapned on me: the thyrd is, that where as J dyd 
lee. xiui.tyʒantes that vndyd the countreye, that J hadde 
not qs well banyſhed all the Pirates that kepte the K : 
che 
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the fourth is, that J left my dere ſonne Ueriſſimns deed: 
and the. v. that J haue lefte alyue, as heite to the empire 
my ſonne Commodus. O Panuttus, the greatteſt happe 
that the goddis can giue to à man (not couetous but ver⸗ 
tuous) is to gyue hym tenoume in his lyfe, 4 a good heite 
to conſerue him after his deathe. Fynally to conclude, J 
pꝛay to the goddis, if I ſhall haue any parte with theym, 
that if by my ſonnes offences Nome be ſclaundzed, and 
my renoume myniſhed, and my hous loſt by his lyfe, that 
they wyll take away his lyfe yet oz I dye. 


¶ what themperour ſayde to the mayſters of his ſonne, 
and to the rulers of themptre. Cap. rlitt, 
EB EIN Se you aunciente fathers à noble Ro- 
E maryns, and ryght faythfull ſeruantes 

> take pepne and ſoꝛowe fozthat J muſt 
velde me to dethe, and leaue this lyfe, 

91 Fre. AJ and treate with my ſepulchze. Ye (020w 
| © Go | foz my lozowe, pe are tourmented with 
r muyn anguyſche, a peyned fo: my peyne: 
it is no meruaylle. Foz the clere vnderſtandynge of the 
pure blod of true and faythful frendes, 1s to double their 
trauayles and to wepe foꝛ other : if one bzute beaſt mozne 
fo: an other, moch moꝛe ought one humapyne creature (0: 
rowe fo: an other, And this J ſay,bycauſe I know by the 
teates of your eyes, the felynge of pour hartes. And ſithe ] ſelle o 
that the greatteſt rewarde foꝛ any benefite is to know it, Notte! 
and thanke the partie cherof:as moche as J can, J thate ] ol wo! 
you. And if my weake thankes be not cozreſpondent to] and th 
pour pitiefulle wepvnge, J require the goddis after they in all! 
haue taken awaye my lyfe, to tewarde you foz my ductie. vom 
It is gteate pleaſure foʒ the familie to kno we their mai-} mous 
get 
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ſter go with the goddis, and great peyne to hym to leaue 
them. Foꝛ company of many ycres is loth to leue the life. 
In my lite tyme J haue done with you as J ought to do, 
and as nowe J muſt do as Þ may. The goddis wyl take 
my ſoule away, Comodus my ſonne the empire the ſepul 
chꝛe my bodye, and ye my ſpeciall frendes my herte . Ind 
ſothly it is reaſon, that ſith ye were in the Iyfe my hartes. 
that it be yours after my deth. And in that J wyll ſpeake 
moꝛe particuler this night ſhall be out reaſonyng. Nowe 
my harty frendes ye ſe, that J am come to the ende of my 
laſte tourney, and to the begynninge of my firſte tourney 
with the goddis. It is reaſon, that ſyth J haue loued you 
in tyme paſt, that ye beleue me nowe.Foz the tyme is com 
that ye can demande notyng of me: noꝛ J haue nothinge 
to offre pou:noꝛ myn eares as now can not here flatcries, 
no2 my hatte ſuffre impoztunities: yt ye neuer knewe me, 
znowe me now. J haue ben he that J am, and am he that 
hath ben, in tymes paſte lyke vnto you, ſomewhat : nowe 
ye ſe Jambutlyttell, and within a lyttell whyle J ſhalbe 
nothynge . This daye ſhall ende the lyfe of Mattze your 
frende, this daye (hall ende the lyfe of Marc your parent, 
this day ſhal ende the fatall deſtenies of Marc your lozde, 
this day ſhal ende the ſignozte of Marke your emperour, 
and this day ſhal ende his empire. J haue vanquyſſhed 
many, and nowe J ain ouer come with deth: J am he that 
hath cauſed many to dye, and J can not as now gyue my 
ſelfe one day of lyfe: J am he that hathe entred into cha⸗ 
riottes of golde, and this daye ſhall be layde on a biere 
of wodde: J am he foz whome many haue ſonge meryly, 
and this day they wepe : J am he that hath had company 
in all erercites, and this day J ſhall be gyuen to hungry 
wozines : J am Marcus greatly renoumed, that with fa- 
mous triumph mounted into the high capitolle, and this 
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day with fozgetfulnes J ſhal diſcende in to the ſepulchze. pey 


E ſe nigh with myn cies, that was farre hyd in mp herte. gy 
nd as the goddis be fauourable to pou in this wozlde, 2 gyg 
equalle and fauourable to me in an other wozlde, as mp | hun 
fleſhe neuer toke pleaſure to paſſe this lyfe, but my hatte | jp, 
was ſodaynely taken with the feare of deathe : than take I yp tt 
no pepne toʒ me, foʒ epther | muſte ee the ende of you , 0: nigt 
you of me. J yelde greatte thankes to the goddis, that the l 
they take away this old perſon to reſt with them, and leue and 
you yonge fo2 to ſetue in thempite. Foz there is no tom: de m 
paryſon fo2 to ſpeake of deathe to the lyfe, noz to eſchewe ende 
the dethe at the houre therok. Ind yet Þ wyl not deny, but foꝛt 
J do feare dethe, as a moꝛtal man. Whan the lyfe paſleth F fred 
there is no pꝛudence in a pzudente, noꝛ vertue in a vertu: F day 
ous, no lozdſhyp in a loꝛde, that can take away the feate uioui 
of the ſpirite, noꝛ peyne ofthe fleſſhe. At this tyme the dis h 
ſowle and the fleſſhe ate ſo combyned and ſo conglutinate pulct 
to gyther, and the ſpirite with the bloude are ſo annered, vell, 
that the ſeparation of the one from the other is the moolte F Ja, 
terrible, and the laſt terrible of all terriblenes. Certayne-F and ce 
ly it accoꝛdeth vnto good reaſone, that the ſowle depatte f and th 
dolo;ouſly, leauynge the fleſhe vnto woꝛmes, and the bo⸗ and ce 
dy as enuious to ſe the ſoule go and ſpoꝛte with the god:Y and n; 
des. O what lyttell thoughte we take in this lyfe, vntylle 7 thyr 
we falle grouclynge with our eyes vppon dethe . Belcuc It. 
me, Sythe J haue paſſed from whens ye be, and haue er luſteyt 
perimented that ye doſe, that is the vanities of vs that f tyme ti 
are vayne, ts ſo agreable to vs, that whanne we begynne byll al 
to lyue, we pmagpne that our Iyfe wylle endure a holle mother 
wozlde, and whanne it is ended, hit ſemeth vs to be but A euer, y 
puffe oꝛ a blaſte of wynde. And bycauſe than ſenſualituſ der my 
peyneth fo; ſenſibylitte, and the fleſhe fo; the fleſſhe, rea be ag 0 
ſon guyded with them that be moztall tellethe me, — uſ ter ame 
pepne 
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pepneth not with the departynge. If J haue lyued as a 
bzute beaſte, hit is reaſon that Þ dye as a diſcrete manne 
ought to do. Þ dyenge, this day ſhall dye all my ſycknes, 
hungre ſhall dye, colde ſhall dye, all my peines ſhall dye, 
my thought ſhall dye, my diſpleaſure ſhall dye, and eue 
ty thinge that gyueth peyne and ſoꝛo we. This daye the 
night ſhall be taken away, and the ſonne ſhyne bꝛighte in 
the ſkie : This daye the ruſte ſhall be taken fro myn eies, 
and J ſhall ſce the ſonne clerely: This daye the way ſhall 
be made ſmothe fo2 to goo righte : this is, the daye ſhall 
ende the iourneie, wherin J ſhall not dꝛede the ſtayes of 
Fo:tune. I thanke the goddis immoztall, that haue ſuf- 
fcred me to lyue ſo clerely, and ſoo longe a tyme . This 
day I ſhall haue an ende of all vnhappy deſtenyes of en⸗ 
uious fo:tune, and not they of me. Of trouthe it the god⸗ 
dis haue commaunded my fleſſhe to be hydden in the ſe 
pulchze, and to be as moztalle: yet it᷑ they be iuſte and doo 
vell, they wil make my renoume to be immortal, bycauſe 
Jhauelyued wel. Than ſythe I chaunge this werye life 
and company of menne, koꝛ the \wetenes of the goddis, 
and the doubtes of Fo:tune fo: this ſute lyfe, and greate 
and continuall feare fo2 perpctuall peace, and this ylle 
and naughty co:rupte lyfe foz good renowme and glozye, 

1 thynke veryly this ſhuld be none yll chaunge. 

C Itis noweth:e ſcoꝛe and two yeres ſyth the erth hathe 

luſteyned and fedde the erthe of my bodye : It is nowe 
tyme that the erthe knowledge me fo2 her ſonne, and J 

byll alſo take her foz my mother. Uerely it is a pytiefull 

mother, that wylle nowe take me into her entraylles foz 

tuer, ſythe that J haue ſoo longe ſpace troden her vn - 

der my feete, And yet though that Þ were as J am, fo: to 

be as ſhe is, I am incertayne that ſhe wolde kepe me ſu⸗ 

ter among her wozmes,tha Rome — the _— 
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Ind al though it be paynefulle to you, if it pleſe the god- 
des to haue it thus no mi can excuſe noz ſcape it. ſhuld 
be right wel caſed, if this webbe were bꝛoken. and mp pol 
ſeſſion taken in the Sepulcre. Than ſhulde J haue the 
fyrſt thyng pꝛopte of myn owne,and perpetuall without 
any fearc of leſinge therof. All thynges moztal,that moz- 
talle folkes hauc, and the enuye of thein that be enutous 
may be bꝛoken, except the deth and the ſepulcre,the whi⸗ 
che are pꝛiuileged from enraged hongte of enup. J ſe pou 
wel ſhedynge teres from your eies, and reiſe heuy ſighes 
krome the depenes of your hartes. Wylle ye not that J 
ſhulde deſyre death, ſithe the philitions gyue me but thze 
houres of lyfe? and there are conteyned in me. ui. M. pe⸗ 
res of peynes, the length wherof is a cyroniſme of deth, 
And yet though our debilite be weake, pet fo al that our 
honour is ſo lenſtble, that at the houre of dethe, the moze 
that the bones diſchargeth them ofthe kleſhe, the moze ts 
the hert charged with thoughtes . In maner that whan 
the ſinewes vntie them from the bones ofthe body, than 
newely they tye agayne a ſooze knotte to the herte. Nowe 
lette vs leaue ſpeatzynge of that towchethe particularly 
my lelfc, and ſpeake we in generalle of that is conuent- 
ente to a yonge Pꝛince, and to you that are his tutours 

and may ſters. 
¶ re ſe here my ſon Comodus only pꝛince and heire,a- 
bydynge fo: the heritage of thempire : nepther fo2 beyng 
good, that he meriteth pꝛaiſe, noꝛ fo2 being yl rep2efe. Fo; 
he hath taken his natutalitie ofthe goddes,and his no; 
ture among you . Dyuers tymes whan he was a chylde, 
ye toke hym in your arines,to thentent that nowe he isa 
man, ye ſhulde ſette him in your hertes. Hytherto he hath 
taken pou fo: his mayſters: and nowe at this tyme , he 
muſte repute you as his fathers, And whiles J * 
elde 
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helde hym fo: your p2ince in noutyſſhynge hym, koꝛ pour 
emperour in ſeruing him, and as your parent in helping 
hym, and as your ſonne in teachynge hym . Hytherto ye 
onelp helde him charge, as fathcr, mother and mayſters: 
he is nowe as a newe ſhyppe put this daye in to the right 
ſce, fletyng to the botomles ſwolowe, where as the ſaples 
of pꝛoſperitie wyll make hym fall, and the rockes of vn- 
happynes wyll dꝛowne hym. Than amonge ſo many vn⸗ 
poztunate wyndes and vnſtable waters, there is greatte 
neceſſitie of good 002es. Durely J am very ſo2y fo: them- 
pire,and haue great compaſſion of this yonge pꝛince, and 
ſuche as wolde his welthe, ſhall moze bewaylle his Iyfe 
than my dethe. Foz ſcapynge fro the ſee J ſe my ſelfe at a 
good ſure pozte, and vppon mapne lande, and leaue hym 
theſweate and trauayle. Foz as yet he knoweth not howe 
to aduenture to ſayle on the ſee:noꝛ yet knoweth not whe⸗ 
ther he ſhal abyde the age of my long experience, noz whes 
ther he ſhall be a reaſonable emperour 02 no. But whatte 
ſhall ſozowfull Rome do, whan it hath nouryſhed a good 
pꝛynce, and that fatall deſtenies maketh an ende of hym, 
02 that by enuy of them that be yll he is laynee o2 the cru- 
eltie of the goddis taketh hym away: oz that the body by 
his owne pꝛopꝛe handes be lyfte vp in ſuche wyſe, that in 
therperimet of pꝛinces al the life tyme parteth in beway⸗ 
lynge of the youthe of yonge pzincis, and the grauitie of 
theyr auncient pꝛincis paſſed. O if theſe pꝛincis beleued 
at the beginnynge of theyz empire, other kinges that are 
fapled in the woꝛlde, howe they be taught when it is ſo im 
poꝛt able foꝛ one man without charge to rule ſo many res 
almes, and he doinge nothynge but take they: goodes, 
robbe him of his renoume, baniſhe they: perſons fro him, 
and he to ende his lyfe, and his ſubtectes augmente they; 
(0zowes : and ſith he is but one, he can doo no moze than 
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one, though dyuers hope that he doth foꝛ all. Regarde in 
what myſauenture a pzince lyueth, whan the leaſt villayn 
in Italy thinketh, that al only fo: hym and on hym alone 
the pꝛince ſetteth his eies. Ind ſich the woꝛlde is ſo chan⸗ 
geable, and the people ſo vnruly, the day that a pꝛince is 
crowned and eralted with a ſceptre ryall, the ſame daye 
hcſubmitteth his goodis to the couctous , ⁊ all his eſtate 
to the ſemblaunce of other, Thus than in this the goddis 
(hew they; power. Foz al the vaderſtandynges arc tacked 
to one free wyll. The ſemynge of all they condemne , and 
alowe but one. They giue the domination to one, and the 
ſubiection to many. To one they gyue the chaſtiſemente 
of all, ⁊ not all to the chaſtiſement of one. Foz the taſte of 
many, they giue meate but to one: the ſauour wherok is 
ſwete toſome, and ſowze to other : to ſome remapneth the 
bone, and to ſome the fleſhe: at the laſt ſome be dꝛowned a 
other be hyndred, x at the end al haue an ende. J wold de⸗ 


mand of you that be moſt familiar, what is the crowne of. 


thempire, oz the ſceptre of gold, oz the coler of perles oꝛ pᷣ⸗ 
cious ſtones, oꝛ rubes of Alexãder, oz veſſel of Cozinth, 02 
chariotces of tritiph,o2 what offices of Conſules 02 dicta- 
tours are deſired in change of their reſt- fo2 it is certaine, 
they can not attayn to the one, without leſing of the other. 
And this is the cauſe » there be yl mariners,⁊ to hardy pi⸗ 
lottes, fo: they fle fro the ſee to the lande, a fro the land to 
the ſee. One thing J wil lay,y is ageinſt my ſelf:euery mi 
hateth warre,x no man ſeketh foꝛ peace. Al ſozowe foꝛ one 
that is angred, and none is cotent to appeace, al wold cõ- 
mande, but none wil be comaunded, This hath ben in the 
wo2ld paſſed, # now at this pꝛeſent tyme men be ſo light, 
they rather choſe to cõmand with peril,than to obey with 
reit. Seinge that my dayes are diminiſhed, a my ſickenes 
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ned fro the warre of Spcil, I determyned to make my te- 
ſtament, the whiche ye may ſe here: Open and beholde it, 
and therby ye ſhall ſe, howe Jleaue you to be mayſters of 
my ſon, pet in loue and fidelitie ye be to gyther all as one. 
Great peryll the pzince is in, and the common welth in an 
pll aduenture, where as be many intentions amonge the 
gouernours. Certaynly the pzincis are glozious, and the 
people well foꝛtunate, and the ſenate happy, whan all a⸗ 
gree in one councell, and that the counſaylers be ancient, 
and many ofthem, and all their intẽtions agree vpon one 
thinge. Yohan this was in Rome it was feared and dꝛed 
of tirantes, hauinge thetr conſultations app:oued with 
ut. C. barons, Ind though their reaſons were diuers yet 
their willes and intẽtis were all one foz the comon welth, 
1] deſire and conture you by the goddes that ye be all frẽ⸗ 
des in conuerſation, and confozmable in councell. Ill the 
weake debilites in a pzince map be ſuffrid,ercept yl coũcel: 
,and all defautes of counſaillours are tollerable , excepte 
enuy # ire. Whaͤ the freting woꝛm called a mothe, entreth 
amonge them it cauſeth perille in Juſtice, diſhonour to 
the pꝛince, ſclaunder in the comons, and parctalite in the 
ſuperiouts. The counſayler that hath his minde ouercom 
with ire, and his herte occupied with enup, and his woz⸗ 
des outragious to a good man, it is reſon that he loſe the 
fauour of the goddis, his p:tuitie with the pzince, and the 
credence of the people. Foz he pꝛeſumethe to offende the 
goddis with yll intention, to ſerue the pzince with yl coũ⸗ 
cel, and to offende the common welth with his ambition. 
O howe ignozant are theſe pzincis, that take hede offuch 
herbes # venims that myghte poyſon them in their mea- 
tes, and care not foʒ the popſon that they of they? pꝛiuie 
couſaple do gyue them! Doubtles there is no copariſon, 
fo; the herbes and poyſons can be giuen but on one _ 
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but the venyme of yll counſeyll is giuen euery houre. Ue- 
nym ts defended by the hoꝛne of an bnicozne, by tryacle, 
and otherwyſe by vomites : but the poyſon ofyll councell 
hath no remedy, and leſſe defenſiues. And finally J ſaye, 
that the venym gyuen by an enmy can but flee one empe- 
rourin Rome, but the poyſon gyuen by hym that is moſte 
pꝛyuie to eupll councell, fleeth the jemperour, and diſtro- 
peth the common welthe . And where as euery vertuous 
p:ince ſetteth more by perpetual renoume than this fallt: 
ble lyfe, ye bctnge gouernours of thempire, and mapyſters 
to my ſonne, they that owe hym yll tyll haue not ſo moch 
power ouer his lyfe, as ye haue vpon his renoume. Ther 
foe ił he be awaked by his enmies ſtraungers, moche ta⸗ 
ther he ought tobe awaked amonge his domeſticall fren- 
des. One thinge J commaunde as to my ſeruantes , and 
J deſpꝛe pou as my frendes, that ye ſhewe not your ſelfe 
ſo pztuy openly, as ye be in ſecrete : to thentent that ſome 
ſeme not as natural ſonnes,and other as hired ſeruantes, 
De that is vertuous, oughte to haue great regarde to the 
pꝛokite of his lozde ſecretely, and to be of meke conuerla- 
tion with cuery man openly, els his pꝛiuitie wyll not loge 
endure, and the hate ofthe pꝛince with the people wyl in 
creace. Oftentymes J haue redde of our pzedeceſſours, 
and J haue ſene it in the pꝛeſent Romapnes, whan many 
holde with one, that one holdeth but lyttell with dyuers, 
and leſſe with many, the whiche kepeth they: willes as far 
of, as the perſons be nigh. And ſith the ylnes of the time, 
and vnſtablenes of foꝛtune neuer leauethe any thynge in 
one caſe, but all is as in maner ofa dreme: the moſt ſure 
purchaſe is to flee fro peril, fo: then wha the pꝛinces haue 
paſſed they? pleſures entermedled in trauayles, they ſer- 
che foz many and finde not one. Therof cometh, that one 
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fauour and abſente wyll not come. J wyll ſhewe 
thynge, the whiche you ſhal alway Ed in — — — 
mozte: They that in our trauayles haue determyned of a 
longe ſeſon to apply them. we ought to wynne they: good 
willes , The wily labourer in one pere laboureth to gette 
cones together, and in an other yere he ſoweth and gade- 
ret). Be not to pꝛeſumptuous, foz the pꝛeſumption of an 
aunciet pꝛince, foꝛdoth the auctoritie of the yonge pꝛynce: 
yet fo all this diſpayre noꝛ rebuke him not to moche: Foz 
the lacke of maners in the tate of a loꝛde engendzeth vn⸗ 
ſhamekaſtnes in him, and boldenes to the ſeruant. J haue 
lefte in my teſtament the pꝛince Comodus foz your ſonne 
and you fo: his fathers. But Þ wyl and commande that 
cucry man knowlege him to be their lozd, and to be at his 
tommaundemente. And ye my other ſeruantes and ſubte- 
ctes to be in his obedtence,and in al his hygh beſineſſes to 
be well guyded as his frendes and louers. Juſtice ought 
to be ſene to, by wyle oꝛatouts, accordynge to the opinion 
of you that be his gouernours. And alwaye the determp⸗ 
nation to be done by the pꝛynce, whiche is loꝛde of al. One 
councel Þ wyll gyue you (and it you fynde it yl, blame me 
afo:e the goddes ) wherby the empire of my ſonne ſhalbe 
ſtable and permanent in Rome, and your pziuetre ſure in 
his hous, i your counſelles be moued by reaſon, and his 
wyll ruled by your councels . I deſyre ſooʒe that ye be not 
couetous : and therkoꝛe J haue gyuen you dyuers gyftes 
and thankes in my lyfe, to take couetouſnes from you a- 
foꝛe my dethe. It were a moltrous thing and verye dred- 
full, that ſuche as ought to refrayne couetiſe fro ſtraun- 
gers, to haue theyz owne handes open fo: they: owne pꝛo⸗ 
pꝛe lucres. The vertuous pꝛiue men, ought not to do all 
the yl that they may, noz to deſpre all that they may atteyn 
vnto, to the intente that the pzince gyue theym ſoo moche 
2 goodes 
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goodes koꝛ the p2ofite of their houſes, as peyne and enuy 
of the people to their perſons, And as in meane ſhyppes 
men ſcape beſt in a meane ſee, ſoner than in great carrac- 
kes in the wawes of the rozinge and impituous ſees: in 
Iykew:leſuche as be tn meane eſtate among them that be 
but mcanly enuious, lyue moe ſurely, than ſuche as are 
ſette in high eſtate and pꝛiuitie beinge ryche, to be paſſy- 
oned amonge ennemies, that diſdaynfully wold put them 
vnder. It is a notable rule amonge wiſe men, and an in- 
fallible experience amonge them that be good, 4 J thinke 
that by heringe therof the yll ſhall knowlege it: The glo- 
rie of one amonge great men maketh ſtryfe, ſuſpection in 
them that be egal, and enuy amonge them that be meanc. 
One thinge, that they that gouerne well, ought to haue, 
ts liberalitie. The leſſe ye be couetous, the moꝛe ye ſhalbe 
Iyberal. Fo2 with the tage of couetouſnes the right of Ju⸗ 
ſtice is myniſhed. It is longe tyme ſithe J determyned to 
gyue you the gouernyng of thempite, and the nouriſhing, 
of my ſonne. And to haue p:ouyded to haue gyuen you 
largely of my goodes, to put the couetynge of other mens 
goodes from you. J warrant you one thing: if couetouſ⸗ 
nes be amonge you, and be enuted of your neyghbours, 
pe ſhall lyue in peyne, and your hartes ſhall be peyned 
with othcr mens beſineſſes, and your mindes ſhalbe euer 
in ſuſpect. Than ſhal ye folow the Juſtice of other, where 
as ye ſhal ſe your owne ꝓpꝛe welth. One colicel fynally F 
wyl gyue you, which J haue take alwap my ſelfe , Neuer 
commyt your honours to the myſhappes of foztune : noz 
neuer offre your ſclfe to peryll with hope of remedp. Foz 
ſuſpecious fo:tune kepeth alwayes her gates wyde open 
fo: peril, and her walles ben high, + her wyckettes narow 
to finde any remedy. Ind bycauſe J fele my ſelfe ſoze tra⸗ 
uayled, J pꝛap you ſuſſte me to teſt a lyttel. Pow 
owe 
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Chow themperour at the houre of his death, ſent foz his 
ſonne,and declared to him, who ſhulde go⸗ 
uerne the Empire.cap.rliin, 


— Mus a great parte of the night paſſed, and the 
day began to bꝛeake, and the life of this good 
} cinperour began faſte to drawe to an ende:vet 
N. fo: all that he lefte not the tcemẽbꝛance of ſuch 
A thynges as ſholde be oꝛdered after his death, 
There were that tyme in the warte with him diuers right 
excellent men ſenatours of Rome:and in al thinges he ſhe 
wed him ſelk right wiſe, a ſpecially he wold neuer haue az 
ny vicious perſone in his ho wie. Dc had euer in his com⸗ 
pany. l. gentylmen knyghtes, ⁊ in eche of thei he might 

haue put truſt to gouerne Rome. Oftentymes this good 
cinpcrour wolde lay, that pzincis lyued moꝛe ſutely with 

the gadꝛyng to them men of good lyuyng # conuerſation, 


22 
\ | 


tha with treſute of money ſtuffed in they; cheſtes. Unhap 


pye is Þ pꝛince, that eſtemeth hym felfe happy to haue his 
coffres ful of treſure, and his councell full of men of yl ly⸗ 
uyng. Theſe malicious and pll men make pzincis pooze: 
and a pcrfyte man ſuffiſeth to make a holle realme tyche. 
Surely this emperour ſayde well. Foz we do le daily, that 
what the father hath gotten in fiftye yeres, the ſon leſeth 
in halfe a yere , Than chuſinge among many a fewe, and 
of fewe to take the beſt, this emperour appoynted out. vt, 
notable barons: The of the to be maiſters of his ſon, ⁊.iii. 
to be gouernotrs ofthempire.One was called Partinar, 
whiche after was emperour:an other was called Pompez 
{ano,haſvad to his doughter,as [ure in coũcell as he was 
aged in pres: The.ui.Gneo Pattocle of the ancient ſtock 
of the Pompcies, whiche was no leſſe clene in this liuing 
than his heaͤtes were white; The. iu. was called Andꝛiſco 

Z. ü,. wht 
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which in goodlynes of his geſture, highnes of body, ber- 
tue ot courage, and wyſedome in conſcience, none was 
egalle to hin in Rome: The. v. was named Bononius, 
whiche at that tyme was conſule, and in the aunctente la⸗ 
wes very experte: The laſt was called Juan Uarius the 
good, and he was called the good, bycauſe that in. Ix. pere 
neuer man ſawe hym do any ylle wozkes , noꝛ harde hym 
ſpeake an del wozde, noꝛ do any thinge but it was p2oft- 
table to the common welthe. Though in caſe they were al 
egall in gouernynge: yet Þ ſay theſe laſte the were pꝛyn- 
cipall. Foz Juan Uarius particularly was left to be chief 
capitayne of the armye, and to hym was delyuered all the 
treaſute, and the teſtament was put into his handes: and 
with ſoꝛe weping the emperour recominended to hym the 
p2ince his ſonne. Than whan the peine of his ſicknes en⸗ 
creaced, and that he loked fo2 the houre ot his deth, he co- 
maunded to awake his ſonne Comodus, whiche without 
any care was faſte aſlepe, and whan he was bꝛoughte in⸗ 
to the pꝛeſence of his father, it was greatte pitie to ſee the 
eien of the olde emperour ſooʒe diſcoloured with wepyng 

and the eies of the ſonne almoſte cloſed with lepynge: the 
ſonne was wakynge with ſmall thoughte, and the father 
coude not ſlepe fo2 great thoughte and peyne . And whan 

he was in his pꝛeſence, ſeing the lyttell care that the ſonne 

toke fo2 the dethe of his father, and conſidering the great 

dclire of the father fo: the good Iyfe of his ſonne, it moued 

to pitie the hartes ot all the great loꝛdes that were there, 

no leſſe to leaue the company of the good olde man, than 

the annoyance ofthe dealynge of the yonge pꝛince: Than 

the emperout ſayde to his ſonne thele woꝛdes. 


¶ what the emperour ſayde to his ſonne at the 
Unto 


houre of his dethe. Cap. rlv, 
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Mato thy mayſters #4 my goucrnours J haue 
YA ſhewed howe they ſhall councel the: and now 
N my ſonne at this houre J ſay to the, how they 
(though they be but a fewe) all foz the alone 
: ſhal gouerne: and it is not to be taken in ſmal 
cſtimation. The mooſte eaſpeſt thinge in the wozlde is to 
giue councel to an other: and the moſte hardeſt and hieſte 
thinge is a man to take it fo him ſelfe. There is none ſo 
ſimple a man but he may giue good councel, though there 
be no nede. Ind there is none ſo wyſe that wil refuſe coun 
tell in tyme of neceſſitie. I ſe one thing that all take coun- 
ſelle fo2 all, and at the laſt take it fo hym ſelfe . Sonne J 
thinke accoꝛdynge to my heuy fatalle deſtenies, and thyn 
pll cuſtomes, that one thinge ſhall not p2ofite the, that is, 
if the lyttell goodnes that thou haſt done was foz feare of 
me in my lyfe, that thou wylte dooleſſe whan thou haſte 
fo:gotten my dethe. Ido moꝛe nowe fo to ſatisfie my de- 
fire and the comon welthe, than foꝛ any hope that J haue 
ofthe amendement of thy lyfe. There is not a woꝛſe com- 
playnt, than that a man holdeth ofhim ſelfe. If thou my 
ſonne be yl, Rome wyl complayne to the goddis,that they 
haue giuen the ſo yll inclinattons : They wyll complayne 
of Fauſtine thy mother, that hath bzought the vp ſo wan- 
tonly : and they wylle complayne on thy ſclfe , that thou 
doſte not refrayne the from vices: and they ſhall not com⸗ 
playne of thyn old father, that hathe gyuen theſo manye 
good counſelles. J am in certayne, thou haſt not ſo great 


dolour to ſce the ende of this nyghte, and the ende of my 


lyfe as thou haſt plcaſure to ſe the day that thou ſhalt be 
empcrour : and J haue no meruapyle : foz where as ſenſu⸗ 
alitie reigneth, reaſon is put aſyde. Dyuers thinges are 
beleued bycaule they are not knowẽ certainly. O how ma 


ny thinges of trouthe ben there, that if they were knowen 
Z. ui. truely 
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truely they ſhulde be lefte, But we ben ſo dottbtful in eue⸗ 
ry thing, and go about our buſineſſis ſo vartably and in- 
conſtantly, thatſometyme our ſpirites bꝛeake the pour: 
poſe,and an other tyme they rydde vs not of trouble no: 
hynd:ance. J ſap webeſoſwifte to do yll, that ſometyme 
we leſe by a carde ofthe moſte: and to do wel we be ſo dul, 
p we leſe by a card of the leſte: x at the laſt we do nothinge 
but leſe. Sonne J wyl aduertyſe the by wozdes, that J 
haue knowen in. [rit, yere by longe experience: and ſythe 
thou arte my ſonne and yonge, it is reaſon that thou be: 
leue hym that is thy old father, As we pꝛincis are regard 
of all men, and regarde al men, and are regarded of al o- 
ther, this day thou doſte en herite thempire of the wozlde 
and the courte of Rome. J knowe well there be inowe in 
the court of pʒꝛincis, that know nothinge what is to make 
thein ſelfe of woꝛthynes, and to maynteyn them (elf amog 
ſo many trũperies as are treated in the houſes of puncis, 
Jlettethe to witte,that in the court is aunciente pacciali⸗ 
ties, preſente diſcention, fcarcfull vnderſtandynges, eui⸗ 
dente witteneſſes, entrayles of ſerpentes, tongues of [coz- 
pions, many detractours, and fewe that ſeke peace: and 
where as al men ſhulde harken to the comon voyce, cuery 
man ſercheth his owne p:oufite . Euery manne ſheweth a 
good pꝛetence, and all are occupied in yll woꝛkes: In lu⸗ 
che wiſe, that ſome by auarice leſe their good fame, and 
ſome pꝛodigally ſpende and waſte all their goodes. What 
ſhulde {ſave moze* Jn the courte eucry day the lozdes 
chaunge and alter the lawes, awake ſtrykes, aud reyle 
noyvſes,abatenovlencs, exalte the vawozthy, banyſhe in⸗ 
nocctes, aud honour theues, loue flatterers, and diſprayſe 
theym the whiche be vertuous, they emoꝛace delites and 
treade vertue vnder they? fete: they wepe fo2 them that be 
plle, and laughe to ſcozue, thepm that ve good, ** —— 
ye che 
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ſy they take all lyghtnes foz theit mother and vertue foz 
theyz ſtepmother. Ind my ſonne J (aye moze vnto the, 
The courte, the whiche thou ſhalte enheryte this daye, is 
nothinge but a ſhoppe with waares, anda howfe of va- 
caboundes, wherin ſome ſelle vyle and co:rupte thynges, 
and other bye lyes, ſome haue credence, and ſomme haue 
tenowme, ſome haue goodes,and ſome haue lyuing, and 
al to gither is but loſſe of tyme : x that woꝛſt of all is,thep 
wyll not beleue the poyſon therof tyl it be at their hartes, 
they are ſo folyſhe and ſturdy. Rome hath verye hye wal- 
les, and the vertues therof1ts very lowe: Rome vaunteth 
it ſelke to be very ſtronge in nombze of inhabitantes , and 
afterwarde Rome ſhal wepe that there is moze people tha 
vertue, and vyces are not accompted. In a moneth a ma 
might recken all the ſtones of the pꝛoude edifices, but in 


d. M. yercs he myght not compꝛʒiſe the malyces of his vll 


cuſtomes.  ſwere to the by the immoztall goddis, that in 
thꝛe peres I repaired all that was decayed in Rome, and 
in thirty yere J coude not refourme one quarter therofto 
good lyuinge. Good ſonne beleue me, the great cities ful 
of good inhabitantes ought to be pꝛayſed, #not the great 
edifices. Our pꝛedeceſſouts haue triumphed on ſtraun- 
gets as weake and feble: and nowe they maye triumphe 
on vs alſo, as menne that be moze vanquyſhed with vp⸗ 
ces than any of the other. By the mightines and pꝛowel⸗ 
ſes of our pꝛedeceſſouts, we that be nowe are greattely 
honoured and eralted: and by the ſmalle eſtimation of vs 
that be now,they that come after vs ſhall be greatly aſha- 
med. Of a very trouth it is a great ſhame to ſaye, and no 
leſſe infampy to doo, that the goodnes and trauayle of the 
auncientes ſhulde now be turned and conuerted to kolies 
and pꝛeſumption. My ſon loke well on thy ſelfe that the 


teyne of thy pouthe, and libertie of the empire cauſe = 
no 
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not to commytte byce. He is not called onely free, that is 
free bozne, but he that dyeth within the lame. O how wel 
are the ſclaues boꝛne, that after their deth are free by their 
goodnes ! à how many haue died ſclaues by they: nough- 


tynes, that were bozne free ? There is fredome where no- | 


blenes abydeth. The pꝛowes of thy perſone ſhal gyue the 
moꝛe hardines and libettie than thauctoutie of thempire, 
It is agenerall rule, that euery vertuous man of neceſſi- 
tie is to be holden hardye: and euery vicious man of ne; 
ceſſitie is to be reputed a cowarde. Nowe boldely they be 
chaſtiſed that be noted with any vice, and coldely they be 
chſtiſed that deſerue chaſtiſement. Let the pzince be in a 
certayn, that the loue ot his people, and the lyberte of his 
office, hathe not wherwith to vpholde hym in armes ſpꝛed 
aboꝛde on the erth, without the dyuers vertues aſſembled 
in his perſone. 

¶ Certaynly Octautus Ceſar ſubdewed mo nacions by 


the renoume of his vertues, than dydde Gatus his vncle F 


with his army of many men. All the wozlde toy of a ver⸗ 
tuous pꝛʒꝛince:a it ſemeth that all the wozlde riſeth ageinit 
a vicious pꝛince.Uertue is a ſtronge caſtel, and can neuer 
be wonne: it is a ryacr where nedeth no rowing, a ſe that 
moueth not, a fire that quencheth not a treaſure that ne- 
uer hath ende, an army neuer ouercome, a burden that ne; 
ter werieth, a ſpite that euer tetourneth, a ſygne that ne⸗ 
uer deceyued, a playn waye that neuer faylethe, a ſirope 
that healeth koꝛth with: and a renoume that neuer peril- 
ſheth . O my ſonne it thou kneweſt what thinge it is to be 
good, and what a man thou ſhuldeſt be if thou were ver⸗ 
tuous, thou woldeſt doo ſeruice to the goddes, good re- 
noume to thy ſelfe, pleaſure to thy frendes and engendze 
loue of ſtraungers, and finally all the wozlde ſhulde fete 
and loue the. 7 
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C.J remembze, that in the boke of peres, of the battaylle 
of Tarentyne, J founde, that the renowmed Py:rhus 
kynge of the Epyrothiens bare in a rynge grauen theſe 
woꝛdes: Toa vertuous man is but a ſmal rewarde to be 


, lozdeofaltheerthe : and it is but a ſmall chaſtiſemente to 


take a vicious mans lyfe fro him. 

Truely it was a wozthy ſentence of ſuche a pꝛince. What 
thinge is it, be it neuer ſo difficile, begonne by a vertuous 
man, but there is hope to haue a good ende therof, Soth⸗ 
ly T haue ſene in dyuers parties of myn emppte, dyucrſe 
men very derke of good fame, very lowe in goodes, and 
vnknowen of their kynne and bloud : vndertate ſo greate 
thynges, that to my ſemynge was a fearekull audacitieto 
begynne: Ind yet by the winges of vertue all onelye they 
haue had good renoume at the laſt. By the immoꝛtal gods 
des, and as god Jupiter bzynge me in his mancton, and 
ſtablyſhe the in all that is myne, There were ones a gar- 


'dyner and a potter, whiche dwelled in Rome, And they 


onely by theit vertues were cauſe to putte oute tenne vp⸗ 
cious ſenatours of the ſenate, and the fyꝛſt occaſion was 
fo: makynge a hedge of thozne, anda potte whiche they 
wolde not pay theym fo: the wozkemanſhyp and labour, 
J tell it the my ſonne, bycauſe that vyce maketh the bolde 
perſon thoughtefull ; and vertue cauſethe hym that is in 
thought to take ſtrength and boldenes. J was well ware 
of two thinges in my lyfe : not to pleade agaynſt the clere⸗ 
nes of tuſtice,noz to take part agaynſt a vertuous perſon? 
Fo: with vertue god ſuſteyneth vs, and with Juſtice the 
pcople are goucrned, 


¶ Ot other moꝛe perticuler councelles giuen by 


the cmperour to his ſon.ca.xl vi. 
J. q. Nowe 
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MARCYS 
SY FI Owe to cometothinges moze particular, De- W 
0 7 2 unge ſonne that thou arte yonge, and that na⸗ fl 
ure can not denye the: And as in all difficile de 
e thinges ripe councell is neteſſatie no leſle to $ 
comtoꝛt theſtate of our lyuing we delire ſome Þ! 
recreations . Fo: thy youth J leue with gret loꝛdes chil⸗ 
d:en, with whom thou mayſte paſſe the tyme:And to teche 
the J leue olde Komayns that haue nouriſhed the and ſer | b 
ued me, of whore thou ſhalt take councel. The inuction 8! 
of interludes of theaters, to fyſhe in podes, to hunt wild | #1 
beaſtes to courſe in the feldes, to huake koꝛ byzdes,and to | ®f 
erercyſe dedes of armes are the thynges that thy youthe | de 
dclireth, And youth with youth ought to kepe companye 
in doyng theſame: But beholde my ſon, that in o2dering | at 
of armies, to applie the warrcs,to purſue victories,toac- } ' 
cepte truce, toconfirine peace, to reyſe tributes, to make | 
lawes,to promote ſome, and diſmiſſe other, to chaſtiſe the F. t 
vll, and recompence the good: foꝛ councel in all theſe thin co 
ges that be ſo chargeable, they that be of clere mynde, re⸗ 


dy bꝛoken and trauayled of their bodyes and white hered F 
ought to be take. And ſith thou art yoge à luſty of body, re la 
toyce a ſpoꝛt with them that be yonge: and whan thou art J de 
emperour, in thy ſecretes take coũcell of them that be old. | ®f 
Beware my ſonne of all crtremities. Foꝛ as yll maye the te 
pꝛince be vnder the colour of grauptie to be ruled by the | th 
aunctent perſons, as viider colour of paſtime to kepe c0o- fy 
panye with yonge folkes . It is no generall rule, that all J eile 
yonge perſons ſhall alwayes be yonge and lyght, noꝛ that th 
all olde perſons ſhulde be always wiſe, J am in ſuretie of ha 
one thyng, that if the yonge man be bozne with folye, the Þ . 
olde man lyueth x dicth with conetife.Therfoze my ſonne | 
beware, be not extreme in extremities . Foꝛ the yong peo- | 1! 
ple wyll cozrupt the with their lyghtnes, and olde folkes thi 
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wyll depwue thy mynde with their couctouſnes . What 
thing can be moe monſtruous than a pznce that comans 
deth euery man, to be commaunded of one? Sothely the 
gouernynge ok diuers can not be gouerned well by the o- 
pinion of one alone, Thi the pꝛice that gouerneth many, 
oughte to haue the intention and opinion of dyuers. 

In the annales of the Pompeyens, J founde a Iyttell 
boke of remembꝛance, the which the great Pompeie bare 
al way with hym : wherin were diuers good counccls and 
aducrtiſcmentts, the whiche were giuen in diuers parties 
of the woꝛlde: Amonge the whiche J founde theſe woz- 
des: Ye that gouerneth the common welthe, and putteth 
the gouernance to them that are old, ſheweth hym ſelfe vn 
able: and he that truſteth in youth, is lyghte: and he that 
gouerneth by him ſelfe alone, is hardy and bolde: and he 
that gouerneth by him ſelfe and other, is wiſe, Theſe were 


notable woꝛdes. Than my ſonne determyne the to take 
JF Ycounſaplle, and ſpectally in hyghe thynges, and difficile 


matters: and otherwyſe lette theym not be determyned, 

Fo: whan the counſaylle is ofdyuers taken, than if anp 
faute be, it ſhall be deuided amonge them al. Though the 
determynation myght be done by a fewe, yet take councel 
of dyuers. Among al thy welthes, here the common coun⸗ 
telle. Fo2 one wyll ſhewe the all the inconuenience, an no- 
ther the perylle, an other the domage, an other the p2ott- 
fytte, and an nother the remedye. And ſette as well thyne 
ties vppon the inconuentences that they laye , as vppon 
the remedy that they offre. Whan thou begynneſte any 
harde mattier, eſteme as welle the malle domages that 
mape befall afoze, and ſtoppe them, as to remedy the great 
myskoꝛtunes that come after. Of trouthe the ſtronge and 
myghtye ſhyppe ofte tymes fo2 a ſmalle takynge hede of 


the pylotte, is ſounken and dzowned in a lyttelle water: 
Ja, it, and 


MARCYS 
and an other ſhyppe not ſo ſtronge, with wile diligence is 
ſaued in the gulfe of the ſee. Be not annoyed to take coũ⸗ 
cel in (mal matters euety houte. Foz many thinges fozth- 
with requireth to be loked to, and in abyding foz councel 
it endomageth. Ind that þ thou canſt diſpatche by thyne 
owneauctozitie without domage of the comon welth,put 
it not to any other perſon, Foz ſith thy ſerutce all only des 
pendeth of thyn, the rewarde dependeth ofthe alone. 

C Jn the pete. vi. C. xxx. ofthe foundation of Rome, af- 
tet the cruell warres done ageinſt the kynge of Numedie, 
the day that Marius triumphed, without puttyng of any 
of the riches that he bzought, into the comon trealure, he 
deuyded it to his men of warte. And whan he was ther- 
fo:e accuſed, and aſked why he toke not firſte the opinion 
of the ſenate : He aunſwered and ſayde : Sythe they toke 
not the opinton of other to do me ſetuice, it were no reſon 
that I ſhoulde take councelle of other to rewarde and re- 
compence them. | 
C Son pet J wyll aduertiſe p of other thynges . Perad⸗ 
uentute ſom wyll gyue the counſell er thou demande it: a 
in that caſe kepe this generall rulc:neucr abide the ſecode 
councell of a man, if he haue giuen the councell befoze in 
the pꝛeiudice of an other, Foz he offreth his woꝛdes in thy 
ſcruice to bzinge the beſynes to his owne pꝛofyte. O mp 
ſonne, there ate many thinges to knowe a man. Tv. pete 
J haue ben ſenatour, conſule, cenſure, capitaine, and tris 
bune:and.rvitt.yeres J haue ben cmperour of Rome, and 
diuers haue ſpoken to me tn pꝛeiudice ot other, and many 
mo fo: their owne pꝛofite, and none haue ſpoken clerelp to 
me fo: the p:ofite of other, no2 foz my ſeruice. Great com⸗ 
paſſion ought to be taken of pzincis : fo: euery man folo- 
weth them foz their owne pꝛofitte, # none fo: loue and ſer⸗ 
uice, One councell I toke foz my (ele all the * = 

aug 
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IJhaue gouerned in Rome: I neuer kepte manne in mp 
hous after that I knewe hym hatefull agaynſte the com- 
mon welthe. 


¶ In the pere of the foundation of Rome. vi. C. lix.ot᷑ the 
Olympiade. C. lx viii. Lucullus Patricius, great frende 
to Sylla, goyng to the warte of Metridates, It chaun⸗ 
ced that in Tygoano a citie of Caldiens, he found a plate 
of copet 02 bꝛaſſe vpon the kynges gatis, wherin were cer 
tayne letters, whiche they ſayd were grauen there by the 
commandement of Alexander the great, The letters were 
in Caldee,conteynyng theſe ſentences, That pꝛince is not 
wyſe, that wyll holde his lyfe in peryll : and wyll not al⸗ 
ſure his lyfe and ſtate with the loue of al mẽ: That pzince 
is not vertuous, that in gtuing moche to one perſon, wil⸗ 
leth all othet to haue but lyttell: That pzince is not iuſte, 
that wyll ſatys fie moze the couetiſe of one perſon, than to 
the voices of al men: That pꝛince is a fole, that diſpyſeth 


he councell of all other, and all onely truſteth vppon the 


opinton of one: And finally the pꝛince is to bolde and hars 
dy, that foz the loue of one, wyl be hated of al other. Theſe 
were woꝛdes of eternall memory. And in dede theſe pzin- 
cis ſhulde haue this always in they: pꝛeſence. Sonne pet 
J ſhall ſay moze to the. This Lucullus Patticiꝰ bzought 
into the Senate all the treaſure that he hadde , and this 
plate with the ſayde woꝛdes theron, to thentent that they 
ſhoulde chuſe the one and leaue the other. Ind the ſenate 
cefuſed all the treaſour, and toke the plate with the coun⸗ 
ſelles wzitten theron. 


¶ Ot dyuers and partycular recommendations, 
whiche the emperour commaunded his 
ſonne. Cap, xl bi. 


Ad. tit. Jhaue 


MARV 
haue ſhewed lyke a father, the thynge that 


Jags | I | toucheth thy welth : Nowe J wyll ſhew the 
JE & what thou oughteſt to do after my dethe foz 
N iny ſcruice. Thoſe thynges that J haue lo- 
ued in my Iyfe, if thou wilte be ſonne to thy 
father, eſteme them after my dethe. Fyꝛſte my ſonne Jre⸗ 
commende to the, the woꝛſhyppynge of the temples, and 
the reucrence of the pꝛieſtes, with the honour to the god⸗ 
dig. So longe ſhall the honour ofthe Romayns laſte, as 
they petſeuet in the ſeruice of the goddis. The tealme of 
the Carthaginens peryſhed not bycauſe they were not ſo 
riche 02 mozecowardes than the Romapus: but bycaule 
they loued their treſoꝛs to moche, à were but yll wozſhypz 
pets and louers of the temples. My ſonne J'recommende 
to the Helia thy ſtepmother, #remembze that thoughe ſhe 
be not thyn owne mother, yet ſhe is my wyfe: ard on the 
peyne of iny cutſyng ſuffre not that ſhe be yl intreted. Fox 
the domage that ſhe ſhuld ſuffre by thy coſent, ſhuld gyue 
euidence of the ſmall thought that thou takeſt of my deth, 
which ſhulde be an iniury to thy life. J hauecleftto her the 
tributes and reuenues of Hoſtie, fo: to maynteine her de⸗ 
gre: and the gardens of Uulcan, which J cauſed to matze 
fo: her recreatis. And it thou take it fro her, thou ſhewelte 
thyn ylneſſe. And to ſuffre her to enioye it, J commaunde 
the by thpn obedtence, and to ſhewe her thy bountie and 
largeſſe. Kemembze ſhe is a Romatn,yong,and a widow, 
of the hous of my loꝛde Traian, and howe ſhe is thy mo⸗ 
ther adoptife, 4 my naturall wyfe: wherfoze Þ leue her vn 
der thy recomendatton. Allo J compyt to the thy bꝛetherne 
in law: x thy ſiſters my doughters J leue them al maried 
not with ſtraͤge kinges, but with the natural inhabitates 
and citelins of Rome, They dwell al within the walles of 
Home, where as they map do the ſeruice, and thou — 
do them 
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do the good. Son intrete them in ſuche wiſe, that though 
their good father be dead, yet let them haue fauour. Ind 
though they ſe their bꝛother emperour of Rome, pet let the 
not be defouled. X0ome be of a ryght teder condition, they 
wyll complayne fo: a ſmalle cauſe and fo: leſſe they wylle 
riſe vp in pꝛyde, thou oughteſt to conſerue them after my 
deth, as J haue done in my life. Fo other wile their con- 
ucrſation ſhulde be fekyll to the people, and impoztunate 
to the. Alſo I cõmit to the Lipula thy ſiſter, that is amoge 
the virgins Ueſtales, Thynke that ſhe is doughter of thy 
mother Fauſtin, whiche J haue greatly loucd in mp lyfe, 
# vnto the houte of my death J hauelametcd hers, Euer 
ycre J gaue to thy ſiſter.ii. M.ſerters foz her neceſſities: 
ſhe had ben as well matied as the other, if ſhe had not be 
brent in the viſage : whiche was eſtemed of cucry man an 
yl aduenture, and ſpectally of her mother that wept al way 
fo: her. But J eſteme that lle aduenture a good foztune, 


Foz if ſhe had not ben bꝛent in the face with kite ſhe had in 


the wozlde as touchyng her tenoume be bꝛent with diuers 
tonges . Don J (were to the, y fo2 the ſeruice of the god⸗ 
des, à the fame of men, ſhe ts moze ſuter with the virgins 
in the temple,than though ſhe were in the ſenate with the 
ſenatours. I deme that at the ende of the tourney ſhe ſhall 
finde her ſelfe better at caſe cloſed and locked in, thã thou 
with all thy libertie. In the pꝛouince of Lucanp, J haue 
lefte fo2 het the. ii M. ſexters: J wyll not that thou take 
them fro her. Alſo J cõmytte Dꝛuſia the wyddo we to the, 
which hath layd a gret pꝛoces ageinſt the ſenate, bicauſe þ 
by motios afoze paſſed her huſ bad was baniſhed: J haue 
great compaſſion of her: foʒ it is thꝛe monethes ſithe ſhe 
put in her demaunde: and bycauſe of my great warres J 
coude not declare her iuſtyce. Donne thou ſhalte fynde hit 


trewe, that in. xxx v. pete, that J haue goueraed _— 
there 


MARCVS 
there was neuer widowe that helde her pꝛoceſſe before me 
paſſinge. viii. daycs, Take compaſſion of ſuche. Foz wo- 
mens necelſities are ryghte peryllous, and at the laſte yf 
their beſines be longe in hande, they tecouer not ſo moche 
of theyz goodes, as they leſe tn they: tenowme. Alſo haue 
compaſſion of pooze men, and the goddis ſhall rewarde 
the with great ryches . Alſo Jcommytte to the my aunct- 
ent ſeruantes,to whom my longe yeres and cruel warres, 
my often neceſſities, the diſpleaſure of my bodye, and mp 
longe ſyckneſſes hath ben ryght paynefulle. Foz they as 
true ſcruantes to gyue me lyfe haue taken peyne vnto the 
deathe . It is reaſon that ſyth I haue taken they: deth, p 
they enheryte parte of my lyfe. One thing J holde fo cer- 
tayne, In caſe that my bodye abyde in the ſepulchze with 
wo;mes, pet I ſhall alwayes befoze the goddis haue te⸗ 
membzance of them. In this doynge thou ſhalt doo as a 
good childe, to ſatisfie them that haue ſerued thy father. 
Take hede my ſon, euety pꝛince doinge Juſtice acquireth 
ennempes in the execution therof, Ind this is done by the 
that ate mooſte nete to hym . Foꝛ the moe pztute they are 
with the pꝛince, the moꝛe hatefulle they arc to the people. 
And though cucry ma loueth Juſtice in generall, yet they 
all hate the execution therof in particuler . Whan a tuſte 
pꝛince is decade, the people take vengeance of the vntuſte 
ſcruantes. when thou were a chylde, my ſeruantis no:p⸗ 
ſhed the, to the entent that thou ſhuldeſt ſuſteyne them in 
theit age. Sutely it were greate ſhame to the empire, an 
offence to the goddes, an inturie to me, and an vngentyl- 
nes of the, that thou haſte founde them. rvitt. peres with 
they: armes abꝛode to halſe the, that they ſhulde finde one 
day thy gates ſhet ageinſt the. Theſe thinges J comit top 
pticularly,kepe them alway in memozte, And ſith 5 J re- 
mebꝛe the at my deth, conſider how J loued the in my 3 
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COfthelaſte wozdes that themperour ſpake to his 
ſonne, ⁊ ot a table that he gaue hym. Ca.rlviit, 


Han the emperour had ended his ſayde tecõ⸗ 
mendations, the daye began to ſpzinge , and 
his eie ſttinges began to bꝛeke, and his tonge 
faultred, and his handes ſhoke. Thi the ſayd 
«happy empcrour, felynge that weakenes be- 
gan ſo:e to dꝛawe about his herte, he commanded Panu- 
tius to go into his ſtudy, and to bing to him a coffre that 
was there. And whan it was bꝛoughte to his pꝛeſence, he 
opened hit, and toke out a table of the fote bꝛoode, and 
two fote longe, it was of wood Lybanus, a rounde about 
garnyſhed with vnicozne. It was cloſed with two leaues, 
ſubtilly wzought ofa reed wood, that ſome ſayd was ol Þ 
tree that the Phenyr bꝛedeth in: and is called Kaſyn.Ind 
as there is but one byꝛde Phenix bꝛedinge in Arabye : (oo 


Iykewiſe there is no moo trees in the woꝛlde of the ſame 


kynde, On one of the outwarde parties of the table was 
pyctured and grauen the god Jupyter, on the other the 
goddeſſe Uenus : In the inward parties ofthe table that 
ſhette, was pictured god Mars, and the goddeſſe Ceres: 
In the pzincipall of the ſayd table was pictured a Bulle 
ſubtylly wzoughte to the quycke, and vnder that a kynge 
was pyctuted. The which payntures were ſayde to be of 
the handy warke of the expert Appclles an ancient wozke 
man in payntinge . Than the cmpcrour toke the table in 
his hande, and with great peyne, he ſayd : Thou ſeeſt my 
ſonne Comodus, howe J am all redy ſcaped fro the trap- 
pes of foztune, and am enterynge into the Heupe aduen- 
tures of dethe. J wote not why the godddis haue created 
vs, ſith there is ſo great annoyance in our lyfe, #fo great 
petylle at our deathe. I vnderſtande not why the goddis 

Bb. haue 
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haue and vſe ſo great crueltie to the creatures, Lxii. pete 
J haue ſayled with great trauayle thꝛoughe the great pe; 
rilles ofthis lyfe: and at this houte J am commaunded 
to take lande and diſcharge me of my fleſhe, and to take 
erthe in the ſepulchze. Nowe vntyeth the Ipucly th:edes, | 
nowe vndothe the ſpyndell,nowe ryueth the webbe, nowe 
endeth my lyfe. Nowe am J awaked frome the ſlepynge 
euyll: Remembꝛyng howe J haue paſſed my lyfe, J haue 
no moꝛe deſire to lyue. And in that J knowe not whiche 
way to go, J tetuſe dethe. What ſhall J do ? J am deter- 
myned to put me into the handes of the goddis wyllyng⸗ 
lye, ſythe J muſte do fo of neceſſitte, Whom J require, ik 
they haue created me fo any goodnes, not to depʒiue me 
fro them foz my demerites, J am nowe in the laſte gate: 
and to this houre J haue kepte the greatteſt and moſt ex⸗ 
cellent iewell that J coude fynde in all my lyfe. In the. r. 
pere of myn empire there aroſe a warre agaynſte the Par⸗ 
thes: wherfoze Þ determpned in myne owne perſonne to 
gyue them batayle. Ifter that warre J came by the aun- 
cient citie of Thebes foz to ſe ſome antiquitie: among the 
whiche in a pꝛieſtes houſe J founde this table, the whiche 
as a kynge was teyſed in Egypte, tncontynente it was e⸗ 
uer hanged at his beddes heed, and this pꝛieſt ſhewed me, 
that it was made by a kynge in Egipte name Ptholomce 
Arſacides, that was a vertuous pꝛince. And in the memo 
tie of hym, and example of other, the pꝛieſtis kept it dily- 
gently. Ind ſonne J haue kepte it alway with me: and J 
beſeche the goddis, that ſuche may be thy werkes, as ther 
in thou mayſte fynde good councell. As emperour J leue 
the heyꝛe of many countteyes and realmes : and as thy 
father J do gyue vnto the this table of counſaplles Let 
this be the laſte woꝛde, that with the Empyꝛe thou ſhalte 
be feared, and by this table thou ſhalte be beloued. 
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This ſayd, and the table delynered to his ſonne, the ent- 
pcrour turned his eyen,and within a quarter of an houre 
he pelded the ſpirite. 

¶ Nowe to retourne to the ſayd table and wziting. There 
was witten betwene the bulle and the kynge a ſcrowe in 
Grekeletters, in maner of heroicall verſes , conteynynge 
in our vulgare tonge thus: J neuer choſe ryche tpzante, 
no: abhozred the pooze tuſte man: I neuer dented Juſtice 
to a poo2e manne foꝛ his pouertie, no2 pardoned aryche 
man fo: his greate goodes and rychelle : I neuer dydde 
good dedes, no2 neuer gaue hyre fo: affection, noz gaue 
co:rection onely fo: thepeyne: I neuer lefte ylnefſe vn- 
chaſtiſed, noꝛ goodnes without rewarde : J neuer com⸗ 
mytted an other to do Juſtice that was clere , no2 darke 
tuſtice I neuer determined by iny ſelfe alone: J dydde 
neuer deny iuſtyce to them that demaunded it, noz mer⸗ 
cye vnto hym that deſerued it: I neuer dyd cozrection foz 


" angre, no pꝛomyſed any rewarde in my myzthe: J was 


neuer charged with thoughtes in my pꝛoſperitie, noz dy⸗ 
ſpayred in myn aduerſitie: I neuer committed yll by ma- 
lyce, no; ane villanye foꝛ auaryce : Þ ncuer opened mp 
gates to flatterars noz diſſemblers, no; lyſtened myne ea- 
tes tomurmurers : I haue laboured always to be loued 
of then that be good, and to be dzedde and fered of theym 
that be ylle : Ind finally J haue fauoured the pooze, that 
myghte do but lyttell, and haue ben fauoured of the gads 


des that may do moche, 


¶ Dytherto is ſhewed bꝛefely the wozthye and 
laudablelyfe of the emperour Marc? 
Aurelius and of his deathe. 
And here after enſueth the ſeconde 
parte of this boke, 


Bb. it. ¶ Aletter 


MARCOS 
(Q letter ſent by Marcus Aurelius to Pyꝛamon 
his ſpeciall frende.Capitu.rlix. 
¶ Che firſte letter. 


Irke oꝛatour Romayn, bone at mounts 


5 Celio to Pyramon ot Lyon, my greatte. 


rende, deſtringe ſaturation to thy per⸗ 
x con, and ſtrength and vertu again thy 
ſiniſtet foztune.Jn the thirde kalendes 
Flof Januarie J recepued thy letter wher 

oy { perceyue thou haſt receyued one of 
myn yn, J ſet ſmall ſtoꝛe by thy woꝛdes, but J eſteme greatly 
what thou meaneſt by them. So that without declaryng 
therof Þ haue gadred the ſencence. Reaſon wolde bycaule 
A haue wꝛitten ſo often to the, that thou ſhuldeſt the better 
vnderſtonde me: but thou arte ſo louthfull, that though 
A call the, thou wilte not here: noz thoughe J ſtryte the, 


— • dv — 


thou wylte not feele. But nowe to comme to the purpole, * 


thou knoweſt welle Piramon howe nere we be in paren⸗ 
tage, aunciente in krendeſhyppe, ſtedfaſte in loue, and 
tendꝛe of hartes: and whan ſo euer thou putteſte in expe⸗ 
tience, that one true frende ſhulde pꝛoue an other Thou 
tremembꝛeſt wel when we were at Nodes, that we dwelled 
to gyther in one houſe, and dyd cate at one table, and all 
that thou thoughteſt J dyd it in effecte: and that J ſayd, 
thou neuer gaynſaydeſt.Certaynly thou were in my hart, 
and J in thyn entrayles: J was thyn, a thou were myne. 
We beinge to gether , hit ſemed to all other that we were 
but one, and of one wyll. What is it my frende Piramon, 
Thou wittcſt howe thou arte heuy,and * thou doeſt not 
ſhewe the cauſe why, thou complayneſt Þ thou art almoſt 
deed, and thou ſheweſt me not who taketh thy life fro the, 
At thou wilt not ſhewe to my thyn yll deſtenies, (ith _ 
ar 
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arte my frende, J wyll thou knowe, that J demaunde it 


of tight i thou wylte not, J wyl that thou knowe, that Þ 
pitiful goddes haue determined, that all pleaſures and 
p:ofyte ſhal departc fro my houſe: and that all heuynes 
and domages (hall be regiſtred in my perſone. Sithe 1 
qm prince of all honour, beinge in tribulation, yt thou 
woldeſt, thou canſte not eſcape out of my ſeignoutie. Fo? 
if thou complayne, that thou arte vuhappy in foztune, tha 
J eſteme my fclfe to be happy in uvnhappynelle. J demaͤde 
one thinge of the. wohan haſte thou ſene me haue ſuffict- 
ente, and thou ncde - Whan haſte thou lene me llepe, and 
thou wake - and whan haſte thou trauapled and Jreited? 
Ok trouthe ſithe the goodes and perlons are they? owne 

zopꝛe, the trauayles and yl aduentures arc always com⸗ 
mon. One thinge thou oughteſt to knowe, if in myne az 
mitie thou wylt perſeucr, that all my goodes are thyne, 
and all thyn euylles ate myn, ſyth thou arte bozne to lyue 
eaſyly, and to be gentilly ozdcred and encreated,and J do 
lyue foʒ to trauaple. J (ap not this fayuyngelp: fo2 thou 
haſte hadde experience of me, that whan Jamaria thy ſy⸗ 
ſter dyed, that was no leſſe vertuous than fayze, thou ſd- 
weſt wel whan ſhe was buried deed, J was buried quick: 
and at the ſowne of my teares thyn ctes daunced. Dythe 
thou holdeſt ſuche ſutetie of my perſon, ſurely thou maiſt 
diſcouer to me thy peyne. Yet as often as J haue deman- 
ded it, there hath not fayned reaſons fayled in the. J re- 
quire the,and deſyre the agayne, and inthe name ofthe 
goddes J pꝛay the, and 1n.they2names J conture the, that 
thou diſpoſe all thy ſoꝛowes into myn cntrayles , Foz the 
way that thou goeſt J wyll not leaue one pace to goo fro 
the ſame: if thou go, J wyll go : if thou reſte, Þ wil reſte: 
yfthou wozke, J wyll wa:ke, ik thou leue of, J wyll doo 


the lame: ik thou wylt dye, thou knoweſt wel, J * not 
yue 
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lpue. Regarde frend what thou wylt do. Foz thyn eupls an 
and myn, tormente bothe one harte. It thou haue diſple- | m 
fare, all thynges diſpleaſe me: if thou wepe, J [were fro | yy 
hensfozthe neuer tolaughe: ifthou diſcharge the of thy 7 
peyne, fro hensfozth J ſhall take itfoz myne: if thou go | in 
alone, J wyll fo: ſake company, and fozthwith lyue ſoly⸗ do 
tarily, What wylt thou that J ſhulde deſyre ? Foz al that I fre. 
euer thou wylt J wyll. Thou complapneſt, that in all thy 
trauaples thou canſt kynde no patente to temedy the, noz 
rende to councel the. Þ ſwere to the mp frende Pyzamõ, 
that ot theſe two thynges J haue as moche pouettie in 
my houſe as thou haſte ſozowe in thyn. Þ knowe well the 
remedy ſhulde come by ryches,x by councell, and conſola⸗ 
tion of theym that be wiſe. And by reaſon of my heup de- 
ſtentes, ſlouth hath take fro me the knowlege of wiſedom: 
and foztune wyll not permytte meto haue greate riches, 
Certaynely I wepe fo: thy myſerie, and pet there is but 
ſmalle remedye in me. Thou ſayeſt in thy letter, that thy 
neyghbours and frendes in pzomyſyng haue behight the 
many thynges : but in gyuynge they do nothinge.Hereof 
4 marnaplle: fo; the vertuous hande is not bounde to 
make the tonge a fole. Truly thoughe our fete datice, our 
handes ſhulde werke at the ſowne of the tonge: our lyfe 
endeth in fewe days, and our renoume in fewer. P2omys 
is an auncient cultome amonge the ſonnes of vanite, and 
of cuſtome the tonge ſpeketh haſtily, a the handes wozke 
atleyſure. Nowe let vs ſpeake moze particularly. 
¶ Thou oughteſt not to complayne, in that thou fyndeil 
not but ina fewe, that dyuers haue founde in the alone. 
Cuſtome is to receyue foꝛthewith and merily, and to gyue 

lo welye with ylle wylle and repentaunce. They that be 

pꝛeſumptuous do the one, and they whiche be ſloutheful, 
do the other. The Grekes lape: that he that pꝛomyſ — 
an 
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and is longe in fulfyllynge, is but a ſlacke frẽde. We Ro⸗ 
mayns ſape, that he is moch better that denieth foꝛthwith, 
bycauſe he wyll not begyle him that aſketh. In this caſe 
J ſay : He that may gyue and gyueth not, ts a clere enne- 
mie: and he that pꝛomiſeth fozthwith, and is longe oz he 
do it, is but a ſuſpecious fred. What nede woꝛdes to our 
redes, wha we may ſuccour them with woꝛkes ! Js it not 
right, to whom we giue our hartes, Þ which is Þ beſt thig 
within vs, that we giue him our tonge, that is the wozſte 
thinge of all our vices ? In good ſothe the goddis wylle 
not ſuffre in the place of amitie, to deſire any thyng of our 
frende in haſte, that we dꝛiue it of with longe delapinge. 
Plato in his lawes ſayth. We comande, that in out go⸗ 
ucrnynge, that politike counſaple be gyuen to them, that 
be in pꝛoſperitie, to thentent that they decaye not:a to ſuc⸗ 
cout them that be in heuines and trouble, to thetente that 
they diſpaite not. Certaynly vnder theſe woꝛdes are com⸗ 
p:iſed dyuers great ſentẽſes. Thou knoweſt wel my frend 
Piramõ, that ſwete woꝛdes comkozt the hart but litel that 
is in tribulation, but it there be ſomme good wozkes ther⸗ 
with. I wyl not denie, but that they to whom we haue gt- 
uen oure good wylles in the tyme of oure pꝛoſpetytie, be 
bounde to gyue vs of their goodes, # to ſhewe vs fauour 
in our aduerſitie. I demande one thinge ofthe: Wherfoꝛe 
holdeſt thou a pꝛeſumtuous lycence to demaunde : And 
tepꝛoueſt on the other parte the libertie of denieng. Truly 
as there is ſhame in the demadinge, there is obligation in 
ſome thing to deny: an tmpoztunate ma is not woꝛthy to 
haue mercy. Thou maiſte kno we, if thou know it not my 
fred Pirams, that to attain to euety thing ð is demãded, 
belongeth only to the goodis. To giue euety thing yͤ is de 
maded is no ſigne of any ſeruãt. Ind to deny any thing is 


of liberte,To wepe foz dᷣ is dented is the cõditiõ of 
And 
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And to conne no thanke foz that is gyuen, is the condity⸗ 
on of the Barbariens : and to haue euet a ſtedfaſte hope]. 
of that is denyed, is the guyſe of the Romapnes. One of þ 0 
theſe thinges, wherin Gayus Ceſar ſchewed hymſelfe to 1 
be of hygh courage was, that he had moſte greatteſt ioye ] - 

whan the ſenate refuſed any thynge deſired by hym . Of- fl 

tentymes he ſayde: There is nothynge wherin Rome gi- 7 

uethe me moze gloꝛye and renowine to my perſone, than . 

whan I ſhewe my ſclfe moſte haſty to demaunde, and they ſc 

moſte ſtyffe to denye me: to thentente that aftcrthey ſhuld Þ c 
knowe what is my power to abyde, and howe lyttel they? pi 

ſtregth is to teſiſt. Me thynkettis better to hauerecourle e 

to the goddis with vertues, than to diſpleaſe theym with F t 

quarelles , Ind to gyue contentation to thy repoſed wyll, er 

whan thou ſeeſt thy ſelfe in tribulation: and that thou de⸗ 
maundeſte of the goddis and of men to be fruſtrate, thou 

oughteſt to mealure it with a right meaſure, and to peyſe 

it in a right balaunce, the great quantite that hath benne 

gtuen to the, and the lyttell quantitie that hath be graun- 
ted the. O howe vncourteple be we to the goddis, and ok pe 
ſmall remembꝛaunce to men, whan we myniſhe with koz⸗ m 
gettulnes, that we haue receyued of them: and that lytell by 
that hath ben refuſed vs we augment it with complayn⸗ jy, 
tes. Frende Pyramon, J am begyled if thou be not fyfty to 
pcres of age, and all that ſeaſon thou haſte done nothyng wi 
but teceyued gyftes: and yet foz all that J haue nat ſene I for 
the do one day of ſeruice. Certaynlp it is no teſon to com: okt 
playne of. viii. dayes of vll fo:tune, beinge fiftie yeres of mo 
age. Thou ſayſt in thy letter, howe thou haſte moch pein, 
bycauſe thou knoweſt all thy neighbours to be enutous 
In good ſoth J haue peyne fo: thy peyne, and of thy met 
uaylyng J haue great meruayle, Foz all admiration pꝛo⸗ 
cedethe but by ſurmountynge of ignozance, and faulte cf 
expetp⸗ 
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erperience. Doth the quicke vnderſtandynge ok men rule 
the lyfe ofthe that be moztal, that they nede not to thinks 
of the trauayle to come, hauynge in their handes haſty re 
medy ! If they be hungry, they maye eate: whan they are 
colde, they may warme theym: if they be ſlepy, they may 
flepe : whan they be wery, they may reſt: Whan they are 
ſycke, they may be healed:whan they arc heute, they maye 
teioyce: in ſuche maner, that the thoughtfull lyfe paſſeth, 
ſome to make tyltes and lyſtes, ſome to make armure and 
ſcaffoldes, ſome to inuente newe gynnes, and ſome to re⸗ 
payꝛe bulwarkes. I ſay the woꝛld and the fleſh do nought 
els but fyghte ageynſt vs, and we haue nede at all times 
to defende vs fro them. Al theſe remedyes are ageinſt the 
trauayle of the fleſhe. But what ſhall we do, that the cur⸗ 
ſednes of enuye extende not amonge all theſe : Curſed is 
that welthe, that eucry man enuieth. Certaynly agaynſte 
enuy is no fo:treſſe to defend, noz caue to hyde, noꝛ hye hil 
to mount on, noꝛ thycke wodde to ſhadowe in, no ſhyppe 
to ſcape in, no2 hoꝛs to beate away, no2 money to redeine 
vs. Enuy is ſo venomous a ſerpent that there was neuer 
moztall man amonge moztalles, that coude ſcape fro the 
bytynge of her tothe, and ſcratchynge of her nayles, foy⸗ 
lynge ot her fete, and poiſonynge of her poyſon. J (were 
to the my frende Pyzamon, that ſuch as fo:tune lifteth vp 
with great ryches, ſhe full of crueltie gyucth theym pꝛo⸗ 
founde bytynges. Enuie is lo enutous, that to them, that 
ofher are mooſte denyed, and ſette fardeſt of, ſhe gyuethe 
moſte cruel ſtrokes with her fete. This vnhappye enuye 
pꝛepareth poyſon ſecretely fo2 them that be in reſt amoge 
dyuers pleaſures. 

CT baue redde dyuers bookes of Hebzewe, Greke , La⸗ 
tyn,and Caldee:Ind alſo I haue ſpoken with many very 


wiſe men to ſe ik there might be fotide any _ ageinſt 
| . an 
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an enuious man. J confeſſe the trouth : Rede all that can 
be redde, and imagine al that can be, detnaunded all that 
can be demaunded, and ye ſhall fynde none other cure a⸗ 
geinſt this curſed enuie, but to banyſhe vs fro all proſpe⸗ 
ritie, and to ſytte with aduerſe foztune. O howe vnhappy 
are they that be in pꝛoſperitie: fo: tuſtely they that be ſette 
vp in hygh eſtate, can not flee from the perille of Scilla, 
without fallynge into Chatibdis. They can not ſcape the 
peryll, without caſting their treaſures into the ſee. J ſaye 
that the malady of enuy wyll not ſuffre them to ſcape fro 
dethe, and the medicine that is applied to them, wyll not 
aſſure theit lyke. { can not determyne me, whiche is the 
beſte, 02 to ſaye moze pꝛopꝛely the woꝛſte, extreme myſcrie 
without the danger of koꝛtune, oz extreme pꝛoſperitie, that 
is always th:ctened to falle. In this caſe to be ſo extreme 
I wyl not determin me, ſith in the one is a perillous lyfe, 
and in the other renoume is lure, 


CJ ſhall tell the, what wiſe Cicero ſayde, whan he was 


purſued with many at Rome: Beholde you Romaincs, J 
holde you not fo: ſo good, noꝛ my (clfe ſo pile, to ſape the 
trouthe always, no2 always to make lyes. J am certayn, 
that ye bere me none cnute,fo: that J am not as ye be, but 
it is bycauſe ye cannot be as J am: n this caſe J had raz 
ther that my ennemies had enupe at my pꝛoſpetitie, than 
my frendes at my pouertie. 

¶ This ozatour ſpake after the appetite of them that be 
in pꝛoſperitie, leupnge to gyue remedy to them that be ſo⸗ 
roweful, Ind after this Cicero had ſene the feldes of Fat⸗ 
ſalye, he toke other councell and remedy, ſuche as pleſed 
hym in Rome. Foz i Ceſat had granted him his goodis, 
pet » turned not his credence and renoume.Durcly frend 
Pyzamõ ꝗ know no remedy to gyue the ageinſt enup, ſith 
thou leclt al the wozld ful therof. we ſe how we be the * 
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of enuie, and weliue with enute,x die with entp:3 he that 
leueth moſt riches, leueth the greteſt enuie. The auncient 
wiſe men coliſatled rich men, that they ſhuld not haue poꝛe 
folkes nere them: # they admoniſhed the pooze, that they 
ſhulde not dwell nere to the ryche. Ind trewely it is good 
teaſon. Fo: ÿvᷣ ticheſſe of rich men is the ſede of enuie to the 
pooꝛe. And fo2 that the pooʒe lacketh, and the riche hathe 
to moche, cauſethe diſcoꝛd amoge the people. J ſwere by ỹ 
goddis unmoꝛtal frend Piramon, though they that be pll 
wolde that Þ ſhuldeſwere falſely, as moch as riches with 
thought noziſheth couetiſe, ſo moch the enuious nozſheth 
enuy therby. Þ counſatle the one thing, ⁊ that is, that it is 
no good counſell to flee enuye, and to auoide the vertu cõ⸗ 
tratie to the ſame . Homer ſayth, Þ in his tyme there were 
two Grekes extreme in all extremities : The one was ex- 
treme in riches, x therfoze he was perſecuted by enuie, ⁊ 5 
was Achilles: # the other was lozenoted of malice, but no 


man had enuie at him, and that was Thieſtes. Certainly 


J had leuet be Achilles with his enuy, thi Thieſtes with 
out it. Thou knoweſt well, that we Komapynes ſerche not 
but fo: reſte in out lyfe, and foz honour after dethe. Ind 
ithe it is ſo, it is not poſſible but the man that every man 
enuieth his renoume, ought to be exalted in the reſt of his 
lyke. And ſithe I lee theſe two thinges in the, luche as be 
thy frendes taketh lytell thought, fo: that thyn ennemies 
murmure againſte the, Thou wziteſt to me, howe they of 
Lyons do well, and are merye, excepte thy ſelfe, that arte 
heuy, and full of penſpuenes. And ſithe they ſhewe not to 
haue pleaſure at thy diſpleaſure, ſhewe not thy (elfe dyl⸗ 
pleaſed with their pleaſure, Fo2 it may chaunce one dape 
they ſhall be ſozowfull, whan thou arte merye : Thanne 
thou ſhalte be quite with theym. In an euyl perſone there 
can be no greter ylle, nozina good man a greatter faute, 
Cc. ii. than 
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than to be diſpleaſed with an nother mans welthe, and to 
take pleaſure at an other mans harme . And in caſe that 
all do vs domage with enuy, vet moche moze a frend than 
the enmie. Fo: of myn enmie J wyll beware, and fo: feare 
he wyll withdzawe : but a frende with his amitie map be- 
gyle me, and J by my fidelitie ſhal not perceyue. Amonge 
all mo:tall ennemies there is none woꝛs than a frend that 
is enuious of my felicitie. Pyzamon my frende, J wylle 
conclude, if thou wylt withdꝛawe thy lelfe fro ennemies, 
than kepe company with thyrrowne familiar frendes . J 
wote not what to wꝛite moe to the, but with all my harte 
J lamente thy heuyneſſe, Thou knoweſt howe thy nyece 
B2ulia was ſlayne with a daggar by her owne Huſbande, 
IJ had great compaſſion fo2 her dcth, and fo: the renowme 
that ſhe lefte behynde her. Flauius Pꝛiſcus thyn vncle is 
newely made Cenſure. The pꝛoceſſe betwene thy bꝛother 
Foz nion and Bzitio is determyned by the ſenate: and hit 


pleaſeth me ryghte welle, that they be frendes, and every | 


man well content. The boke intytuled the conſolation of 
heuynes J haue ended, and layd it in the capitol. J haue 
witten it in Greke, and that is the cauſe that J ſent it not 
to the. But J do ſende the a ryche ſ werde, and a fayze gir- 
dell. Fauſtyne my wyfe dothe ſalute the, and ſendethe thy 
wyfe two ſclaues. The goddis be my kepers,and comkoꝛt 
the in thy pꝛeſent heuyneſſe. Marke the man foztunate, to 
Pp:amon ſoze dilcoinfozted, 


¶ Iletter ſent by Marcus the emperout to Cox 
nelius of the trauayle of warte, and 
vanitie of ttiumphe. 
¶ The ſeconde letter. 
Mattze 
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Atrcke emperour of Rome to the Cozne⸗ 
uus my faythefull frende, ſalute to thy 
F perſonne, and good foztune to thy dely- 

| red lyfe. Is thou in tyme paſſed haſte 
bene pertener of my trauayles, J haue 
ſente to calle the to gyue the pleaſure of 
my ttiumphes. By the haboundance of 
tychelle, dinerl; itie of captives, ficrſnes of capitayns, that 
we haue bzought to Rome, thou mayſt perceyue what pe⸗ 
rils we haue ſuffred in this warte. The Parthes ate good 
men of warre:and as cuery man findeth in their own lod 
defendeth their houſes with ſtronge hert: and ſurely they 
do lyke good men. Foꝛ without reaſon we dye of affection 
to take other mens goodts: and they with reaſon do laboz 
to defende that is their owne. Lette no man take enute at 
the Romapn capitayn, foz any triumph that is gtuen him 
by his mother Rome: Fo: one daye of honour, he is a.M. 


dapes in diſpayze of his Iyfe, J wyll not ſpeake that J 


myghte ſaye of them that be in warre, and dwel in Nome, 
ben cruell iuges of their owne fame. And lith that the pꝛo⸗ 
pꝛe tenoume of a man lycth in other folkes tongues, it 18 
not ſayde bycauſe his perſon hathe meryted, but bycaule 
that they do ſhewe their cnute. But our foolyſhenes is ſo 
folyſhe, and the reputation of men ſo vayne, that foz one 
bayne woꝛde, moꝛe than fo2 our pꝛofytte, we put our Iyfe 
in daunger, and lay our honour to guage with trauaple, 
rather than to lyue, and to aſſure our tenoume with reſte. 
I ſwere by the goddis immo: tall, that the day of mp try- 
umph being in the chariot, 3 was as penſiue as J might 
be. O Nome curſed be thy foly, a wo be to hym that hathe 
bꝛought vp in the ſo moche pꝛyde. And courſed be he that 
hath inuented ſo greatte pompe in the. What greatter 02 


moze bneoall lygytincs can be, than that a Komapne ca⸗ 
Cc4ll, pitayn 
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pitayne, bicauſe he hath conquered realmes, altered pea⸗ 
ſcbles, diſtroyed cities, caſte downe foztreſſes, robbed the 
p902e, entyched tirantes, ſhedde moche bloode, and made 
inkinite wydo wes, ſhulde fo: recompence of all theſe do⸗ 
mages be receyued with great triumph? where haſt thou 
ſene a greatter foly? Infinite nõbꝛe is diſtroped in warre, 
X one alone ſhal bere away the glozie therof. Ind though 
luche miſerable conquerours merited not to be buried, yet 
whan J wentth:oughe the ſtretes of Rome (J tell it as a 
ſecrete betwene the and me) that whanne the chariotte 
triumphant came, and the vnhappy pziſoners charged 
with irons, remembzinge the infinite treaſures yl gotten, 
and heryng the lamentations of the wydowes (020wfully 
wepinge koꝛ the deathe of their hul bandes, and callynge 
to mynde our manyfolde frendes deed: though J retoyced 
me openly, Þ wepte dꝛoppes of blooud ſecretely. I canne 
not telle what perſonne takethe pleaſure in hym lelfe of 


an other mannes domage. In this caſe Þ pꝛayſe not the 


Aſſiriens, noꝛ J enuy not the Perſtans, no am contente 
with the Lacedemoniens, noz appꝛoue the Caldeens, no: 
contente me with the Grekes: J curſe the Tropans, and 
condempne them of Carthage, bycauſe they folowed not 
the ʒeale of Juſtice, but what they dyd in their tyme was 
with rage of pzyde, wherby they and their realmes were 
bꝛoughte into ſclaunder, and was occaſion to leſe vs. © 
curſed Rome, curſed thou haſt ben, and curſed thou (halt 
be. Fo2 if the fatal deſtentes deceyue me not,x myn vnder- 
ſtandynge fayle me not, and that foztune holde not faſte, 
we ſhall ſein tyme to come, Rome ſhall be in lpke caſe as 
other realmes be nowe in our dayes. And where as nowe 
with tyzanny thou arte lady ouer all ſeignouries , it ſhall 
comme by Juſtice, that thou ſhalte tourne to be bonde 


to them, that are nowe vnder thy bondage, O pll __ 
nate 
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nate Rome: I ſap it bycauſe that vertue is ſo dere in the, 
and makeſt folye ſoo greate cheape . Paraduenture thou 
art moe autentike than Babylon, fayrer than Yelp, ry- 
cher than Carthage, ſtronger than Trope, better peopled 
thanne Thebes, moze ſtozed with ſhyppes than Cozinthe, 
moꝛe delicious than Thyze, moze inexpugnable than ⁊⸗ 
quilte, moꝛe happy than Numancy : we ſee howe they all 
are petyſhed, fo: all theyz vertues and valiat defenders 
and thou hopeſt to abyde perpetually, ſtored with then 8 
be victous, and peopled with ſuche as be full of vyce. O 
home, marke this fo2 certayne, that the glozie that thou 
haſt at this houre, was fp2ltc theirs: and this diſtruction 
that no we is theyꝛg, hereaftcr ſhal be thyn. My dere frede 
Coznelius, ſhall Þ ſhewe the the lolle of the Romayne 
pcople, but J can not telle it the without wepyna ? Þ the 
cinpcrour of Rome commaunde, J make decrees fo: the 
warrc: if any countraye aryſe, by ſownynge of a troum- 
pette to make menne to repſc they: baners, and to create 
newe Capitaynes : And hit is a thynge very euydenteto 
ſee, that whan they reyſe they: ſtandcrdes, and haue leue 
to make and aſſayle ennempes, chyldzen leaue they2 moz 
thers, Studentes leaue they? ſcholes, ſeruauntes fozſake 
they: mapſters, and officers they: oſtyces, tothe entente 
that vader the colour and craftc of goynge to warre, they 
ſhulde not be chaſtiſed by Juſtice : They haue noo feare 
ofthe goddcs, no2 reuerence tothe Temples, noꝛ obedi⸗ 
ence to they? fathers, no: loue no: awe of the people, and 
loue to lyue ydplly, and hate tuſte labour, and they? exer⸗ 
cyſes are domageable: Somme doo robbe the churches, 
ſomme make quarelles and ſtryues, and ſomme b:eake 
gates open and beare the goodes awape, ſometyme they 
take theym that be at lybertie, and delpuer theym that 
ſhulde be pꝛyſoners: They paſſe the nyghtes in — 
an 
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and the days in blaſphemes : Finally they ar vnfete to do 
wel:a are holly diſpoſed to do yl. What ſhal J ſap of their 
negiygence ? J am aſhamed to waiteit . Theyleaue they 
owne wyues and take other mens, They dyſhonour the 
daughters of honeſte men, and begyle yonge maydens, 
They enfozce theyr ho ſteſſes, and neyghbours wyues: 
and wozlte of all, the women that do go with theym, lette 
then agog that doo tarye. And ſoo in this mauer none of 
theſe women that ſo go, ſcapeth withoute lofle of honour, 
and the other ar ſtriken with vices in they: hartes bicaule 
they tary. Thinke ſurely Coneltus, that the entrepziſes 
ate ſmalle, where as women do goo to warte. Thou kno- 
weſt, that the women Imazones haue made greter warte 
in Grece, than the cruelle ennemies, and not fo2 bycauſe 

they had not men ynowe, but bycauſe they were ſo manye 
women. PÞy:rhus was oucrcome by Alexander, The va- 
Iyant capitayne Hanyball was loꝛde of Italy, as long as . 
he ſuffred no women to come in his warres. And whan he 
was enamoured of a fayre yonge damoyſell of Capue, he 
was fayne fozthwith to turne his backe to Rome, bycaàuſe 
Nome clenſed the felde fro lecherie. Foꝛ the ſame cauſe Nu 
maucie was calte to the erthe. And Þ my ſelfe haue ſene in 
the warte ofthe Parthes. vii. M. hozſemen. lxxx. M. 
fote men, and. xxx v. M. women. And our beſynes went 
ſo, that fro our hoſte I ſent away Fauſtine my wyfe, and 
ſo dyd other ſenatours their wyues home to they; houſes, 

to thentent that they ſhulde ſerue them that were olde, # 

bꝛynge bp their chyldzen. That daye that a Patrician is 
appꝛoued by the Senate, and ledde aboute Rome by the 
Conſules, the egle is hanged at his bꝛeſt, and his raymẽt 
is reade, and he after ryſeth in ſuche pꝛyde, that he remem 
bꝛeth not the pouertie of the tyme paſſed, but thynkethe 
to beemperour of Rome fozthwith , Beholde than _ 
they 
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they do. They wꝛith their berdes,x ruffle their heres, boy⸗ 
ſtous their woꝛdes, they chaunge their clothes rol their 
eyen, that they maye ſeeme the fierſer. And finallye they 
loue to be feated, and hate to be loued. Ind wotteſt thou 
not that they wyll be feared e On a day beinge at Penta⸗ 
polyn, acapitayne of myn, not ſeing me. yet Jharde him 
ſwete and blaſpheme, ſapenge to a woman his hoſtelle : 
pe villaynous people wylle not knowe the capytaynes of 
wattre: J wyl thou knoweſt mother, that the erthe neuer 
trembleth, but whan it is thꝛet of a capitayne Romapne: 
and god neuer cauſeth the ſon to ſhyne but there as we be 
obeyed. But nowe frende Coznelius ſith J haue blaſoned 
his vaunt, harken his vertue and woꝛthynes. J (were to 
the, that the ſayde capitayne foꝛ all his boſte, beinge in a 
ctuel batayle, was the firit alone, that fled fro the batayl, 
and lefte the ſtanderde: wherin he dydde inoughe to cauſe 
me loſe the keld. But whan it was done, J cauſed to ſtrike 


ok his heed. It is an infallyble rule, that they that ſhewe 


em ſelke moſt fierſeſt,in effecte are moſt cowardes, 
In dyuers bookes J haue redde : and of dyuers Y 
haue herde, and in many J haue ſcene, that hit canne not 
fayle in a man ſufferynge and pacient, to haue vertue and 
koꝛce: Ind it is maruaple that he is ſtronge and valyant, 
that can not ſuffre, what ſhall J ſaye moze of theſe gre- 
ues and domages, that theſe men of warre do in paſſinge 
th:ough realmes, and of theftes and robberies that they 
do in the houſes, where as they lodge? Jenſare the, 
wozme in þ tymbze, noz the mothes in the clothes, noz the 
Tparclein the towe: noz the datnell amonge the co:ne,noz 
weſell amonge the grayn,no: the caterpyllers in fruit 
trees, dothe ſo moche domage, as one companye of men 
of warre doothe hurte the-pooze people, They leaue noo 
cattayle vnſlapne, no gardeyne vntobbed, no wylde beeſt 
Dd vncha- 
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chaſed, nozno mayde vndefloured: and pet that wozſe is, 
they eate withoute payment, and they wyll not ſcrue with 
out payment : no2 no man can conuerſe and endure amog 
them. whan they are payed, by and by they play it away: 
if thep be not payed, they robbe and grudge : and the caſe 
is come to ſo great coꝛruption, that if thou ſaweſt it, thou 
wol deſt ſaye, that eche of them were the Hed of rumour, 
and the begynnynge of ſtrife, poyſon to vertues, Pyrate 
of rouers, and capitayne of all wzetched theues . J ſaye 
not this without wepynge. El is the greatteſt mockynge 
of al mockeries: and the cauſe goth to ſuche loſſe and par⸗ 
dition, that theſe myſchius people are our homelye x fa- 
miltarenmies : #yetthereis no cmperour that can haue 
loꝛdſhyppe ouer them, noꝛ iuſtice chaſtiſe them, noꝛ feare 
withdraw them, noz la we ſubdue them, noz ſhame refreyn 
them, no: dethe that can kyl them, fo: they ben men reme- 
dyleſſe: They over renne, and eate, and dyſpople euerpe 


man. O howe ſozowefull Þ am fo: the Rome, that was 


not wont to haue in the ſuche yll aduentures . Certainely 
in the auncient tyme, whan thou were peopled with right 
and trewe Romayns, and not as thou arte nowe with ba- 
ſtardes chyildrene, than the armis, that wente fro Rome, 
were as well diſciplyned and mozigerate, as the ſcholes 
of the philoſophies, that were in Grece. The olde auncp⸗ 
ent hiſtories witneſſe, that kynge Philyp of Marcedonpye, 
and his ſonne Alerander, were happy in warre, bycauſe 
they kepte their armes ſo well oꝛdered, that it ſemed bet⸗ 
ter to be a ſenate that ruled, tha an army that wold fight, 
Iſwere to the by myn honeſtie, that fro the time of Qum⸗ 
tus Cincinatus, vnto the noble Marcus Marcellus, in 
the whiche time was the greatteſte pꝛoſperitie of Rome, 
the common people haddegreatte glorye as longe as di- 
ſciplyns of 6nyghtehode was well cozrected: and we be? 

ganne 
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ganne to Ibſe, whan our capitapnes beganne to deſerte 
to be dep2aued and condempned. O curſed be thou Aſpe, 
and curſed be the day, that we had conqueſte of the . The 
goodneſſe that hathe folowed therby we ſe it at our eye: 
and the domage that is come by the ſhall alwayes be ſo⸗ 
rowed. Jn the we haue waſted our treaſures, ⁊ thou haſt 
filled vs with thy vices: Jnchaunge of ſtronge and ver⸗ 
tuous men, thou haſt ſent thy wantons to vs: We haue 
onercome thy cites, and thou triumpheſt of our vertues: 
we haue beaten downe thy fo:treſſes, and thou haſte dy⸗ 
ſtroyed our good cuſtomes: by foꝛce thou art becom ours, 
and with our good wylles we are nowe thyne: Uniuſtez 
ly we arc loꝛdes of thy realmcs, and we are iuſte ſubiectes 
to thy vices: Fynally thou Aſye ſhalte be the ſepulch:e 
of Rome, and thou Rome ſhalte be the ſyncke and gutter 
of the fylthynes of Aſye. Certaynly Rome ought to haue 
benne contente with the landes of Jtalye, whiche is the 
nauyll of the woꝛlde, without conquerynge the landes of 
Alpe, to bereue them from other. J lyke well all thynges 
that J haue redde of my pzedeceflours, ſauinge that they 
were pꝛowde, as we theirſuccefſours be to hatdye. And 
Iſweate vnto the, that pet peraduenture after the peyne, 
we ſhall becomme vertuous and good: All the rycheſſe 
and tryumphes, that our fozefathers haue bꝛoughte oute 
of Ilye, the goodes and the rycheſle , and they alſo with 
the tyme at laſte hadde an ende: but the wantonneſſe and 
bices that are in vs their childzene , dothe remapne ſtylle 
bnto this daye. J woldeto god that the Pꝛincis knewe 
what an outtragious thynge hit is to enuente warres in 
ſtraunge landes and countreyes, and what trauayle they 
ſerche in their perſons, and what thoughtes in their min⸗ 
des, and what murmure and mocyon in their ſubiectes, 


what ende and waſtinge of their rycheſſes and treaſures, 
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what pouertie to their frendes, what pleaſure to their en⸗ 
nemtes, what domage to their natyue countreys, 4 what 
poyſon they leaue to their owne enherytours? I ſweare to 
the, that if J had knowen that J doo knowe (J wpll not 
ſay but by bloudde ſhedde they be taken) if they had offe⸗ 
red them ſelfe with good wylle and ſhedynge ok teares, J 
wolde not haue taken them. The trouthe is, that out capi⸗ 
taynes neuet ſlew. rr. M. men of Aſte, with their armout 
that they bare out of Italye, but they loſte mo than a. C. 
M. Komapyns with the vices that they bzought to Rome: 
As catynge openly in the palayes Auſontos , ſuppynge 
in theit houſes ſecretely, the women to cloth them as me, 
and the men painted as women, The patritiens bearyng 
Meaſques, The Plebeyens vſynge ſmelles, and the em: 
perours to weare purpul . Theſe. vit. vices of Alte , Iſie 
fent fo: a pꝛeſẽt to Rome, Seuẽ noble capitayns bought 
them, J leaue to ſhewe ther names, leſte J ſhulde hame 
them with their faultes , ſythe they were ſo noble men by 
their highe dedes. Nowe ye pzincts beholde what pꝛofitte 
it is to take ſtraunge realmes with your warres : J leus 
the vices that they recouer, and the vertues that they leſe, 
with the perdition of thetr treaſure that they loue. Foz cer⸗ 
tayn there is nepther kyng noz realme bzought to extreme 
pouertie, but by warrynge a ſtraunge realme with fynall 
t extreme conqueſt. J demaunde ofthe myne owne frende 
Coznclius: What cauſeth pꝛincis to leſe their treaſure, a 
require them of other: Whan their owne can not ſuffyſe, 
than they take from churches, ſerche dyuers loones, reyſe 
tributes, and inuent newe ſubſydies, gyue and ſpende on 
ſtraungers, and make him ſelfe hated of his owne, pꝛaye 
euery man, and haue nede of cucry man: aduentute his 
perſone, and aduentute his renoume ? TE thou knoweſte 
not this, J wyll tell the, if thou wylt here me, Theſe 25 
cl 
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tis counſell with men, they lyue with men, and finally at 
the laſte they are men. At one tyme by pꝛide that ſurmoun 
tcth them, an other tyme by counſeyll that fapleth theym 
ſome imagininge by their fantaſies, ſome ſayinge, that 
he haue great goodes, he ought to encreaſe his fame, and 
that no memozte ſhuld be of him, ik he inuented no warre, 
and that the emperour of Rome by right is loꝛde of all the 
erthe. Ind in this maner as his foztunes is baſe, and his 
thoughtes high, the goddis ſuffreth that wha he thinketh 
tuſtely to wynne an other mannes, than tuſtely he loſethe 
his owne. O pancis, J cannot telle what begylethe port, 
fo: where as ye may be ryche with pleaſure,ye wyl be poze 
with warte: where as ye may be beloued, ye wil be hated? 
where as ye map play and ſpoꝛte your ſelfe, and reſte in a 
ſurelyfe, ye wyll commytte your ſelfe to the chaunces of 
fo:tune : and whereas other haue neceſſitie of you, ye pub 


pour ſelfe to be in the neceſſitie of other. And thoughe the 


pzince make no warte, he ſhulde not ſuffre his people to 
warte: Euery man ought to leaue the warte. Frend Coz- 
nelius, J demaunde of the, whether is moze trauaplle to 
his perſone, oʒ domage to his realme, a kynges ennemies 
0:els his owne armie: His ennemies robbethe on the co- 
ſtes, but our men robbe all the londe: The enmpes maye 
be reſpſted, but we dare not ſpeake to out owne me : The 
ennemtes enuade vs on one day, and recule backe ageyn, 
but our gariſons robbe dailye,and abyde ſtylle. The ſtri- 
ets haue ſome feare, but ours are ſhameles: and at the 
aſte the farther p our ennemies goo, the moze they ware 
Iyberalle, and our armtes of men euetye daye encreaſe in 
ctueltie, in ſuche wyſe, that they offend the goddis,and be 
{mpoztunate to their pꝛincis, and noyfulle to the people, 
lyuynge to the domage of eucty man, and be vnpꝛolpta⸗ 
ble to all men. By the god Mats J [were to the, and as F 
Dod. iii. maye 
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mape be holpen in the warres, that J gouerne with mp 
hande, haue mo complayntis dayly fro the ſenat on the 
capttapnes that ben in Illyʒike, than on all the ennemies 
of the Romapne people: Jhaue moze fcarc in mayntey- 
nynge one ſtandarde of a hundzed men, than to giue bat- 
taylle to.l. M. ennemies. Fo: the goddis and foztune dil: 
patchea battaple in an houre, be it good 02 bad: but with 
theſe other J can do nothynge in al my lyfe. Thus it hath 
ben my frende Coznclius, and thus it is, and thus it ſhall 
be. Thus J founde it, thus Þ holde it, and thus J ſhall 
leaue it: Our fathers dyd inuente it, and we ſuſteyne hit, 
that be their childzen, foꝛ vii it ſhall abyde to our heites. 
I (aye to the one thinge, and J thinke J am not deceyued 
therin: To endure the great domage and no pꝛouffite ot 
theſe people, I thinke it a great foly in man , 02 els a gret 
puniſhemente of the goddes. Be the goddis ſo iuſte in all 
iuſtice, and ſo true in all veritie, that they wyll ſuffre vs 
with out reaſon to do yll in ſtraunge landes, to whom we 
dyd never good, and in our owne houſes to haue ſhꝛewde 
tournes of them, that we haue alwaye done good : Thele 
thiges frend Cozneliqs J haue write to the, not bicauſe J 
thinke it nedeful that thou ſhuldeſt know it: but my ſpitit 
reſteth in ſhewyng of it. Panutius my ſecretarie wente to 
hiſite this lande, and on the way J gaue hym this letter: 
do ſende to the two hozſes, I thinke they be good. The 
armour and iewels that J wone on the Patthes, J haue 
departed them. Howe be it J ſende the a chariot of theym. 
My wyfe Fauſtyne ſaluteth the, and ſendeth to thy wyke 
ariche glaſſe, # an ouche of pꝛecious ſtones to thy dough⸗ 
ter: I beſeche the goddis to gyue the good lyfe, and mea 
good dethe. Marcus thy louer wziteth to the Coznelius 
his frende. 
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one hit, bandes to anſwere. J am ſo heuy foztby heuynes, lo peyn 

heircs, full fo thy peyn, and ſo hurt with thy wound, that where 

cepucd as thou wepeſt with thyn eyes outwardely J wepe with 

ikkite of my hart inwardly. wote what difference ts betwene the 
tree and the croppe, and the dreme fro the trouthe : Þ here 


ga gret 
9 of thy trauayles by ſtraunge perſons, and J fele them in 


te in all 
Fre vs | wen owne perſon. But whereas true frendes 
om we 5 are in comen. The great intoꝛtunes ought to be (ſuf- 
hzewde = — one thynge, bycauſe they declare who are the true 
Thele — — :I knowe by thy letter, howe thou arte baniſhed 
cauſe? — ome, and all thy goodes confiſcate, and that foz 
up ſpirit = —— thou art ſycke in thy body. Þ wolde goo ſee 
vente to || © — counſaile thy perſon, bycauſe that thou myghteſt 
letter: ce, with what harte and wyll Þ doo wepe fo; thy myſad⸗ 
d. The venture. But if thou take me foz thy trewe frende, beleue 
J haue — as J beleue the, that is howe moche J feele thy mpC- 
ftheym, 2 — Or trouthe as thou arte banyſhed bodplye, ſo 
bp wyke ma nyſhed inwardely in my hart. And pk thy goo⸗ 
dough: || © 2 ſubſtaunce be taken away fro the, Jam robbed of 
"i ines — frende and companton. And if thou lackeſte thy 
omcllus 7 es, Jam abydynge amonge myn enintes. Thou 
— remedy by wozkyuge of my power, thy — 
c nt:pet Þ wyl counſaile thy ſpirite with certain woꝛdis. 
A 


MARES 


Ik J be not koꝛgettetulle. I neuer ſawe the content in this 
lyfe: bycaule thou were euer beſye in thy pꝛoſperitie, and 
wery ok any aduerſitie. Ind as nowe J ſe the diſpayte, as 
though thou were but newe come in to this woꝛld. J haue 
knowen the this.rrrit. yeres in great toy : and nowe thou 
complayneſt of. vi. monethes thatfoztune hath tourned 
her whele. O To:cate,now thou mayſt knowe, that ver: 
tuous men feare moze two dapes of pꝛoſperitie, than two 
hundzed of adyerle foꝛtune. O howe manye menne, and 
howe manye ryche cities haue thou and J ſcene ſlyppe 
fro their p:oſperytes, though thep: vicious lyuynge and 
ſtraunge enmities ? In ſuche wiſe, that theyz vapnglozie 
and ſlypper pꝛoſperite endured but two dayes : and the 
hurtes and loſſe that they haue hadde, and the cruell and 
extreme enmytics,the whiche alſo that they haue wonne, 
laſteth to this daye in their heires. Contrary wyſe we ſee 
ſome let in the height of tribulations,the whiche haue el; 
caped by caſtynge away vices, clothynge them with ver- 
tues, werye of cuyll warkes, folowynge goodnes, beinge 
frendes to all, and ennemies to none. What wylte thou 
that I ſhulde ſay moze e They that are happpe are ouer⸗ 
come in peace, and they that are vnhappy,do ouercomine 
other in warre.Therfoze my frende Toꝛcate, it ſemeth to 
me no leſſe neceſſitie to gyue good counſayle, than to pꝛoſ- 
— with great pꝛoſpetite, to remedy them that are in gret 
euyneſſe. Foꝛ as wery are they that go the playn wap, as 
they that coſteth the highe mountaynes . By thy letter J 
percetue,that what time thou hopedſt to haue ben tn moſt 
qutetnes and reſt,thts yll foztune and chance felle on the. 
Be not abaſhed therof. Foz thoughe that all newe chaun- 
ces cauſeth newe thoughtes pꝛeſently, yet therby comethe 
moꝛe cauſe of ſtedfaſtnes in tyme to come. Certapnlpe the 
tree beareth not ſo moche fruit there as it ſpzyngeth firlt, 
as 
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as it dothe whan it is newe ſette in an other place. nd all 
good ſmelles ate moze odozifcrous, it they be wel medled 
and chaufed together. Þ pꝛay the teil me, abidynge in the 
woꝛld, beinge a chylde of the ſame, and louyng the woꝛld, 
what hopeſt thou to haue of the wo:lde, but woꝛldly thin- 
ges? the woꝛlde ſhall always be the wo:lde. At this houre 
thou arte woꝛldly, and ſhalt be woꝛldly, and ſhalte be en- 
treated, as the woꝛlde is accuſtomed to entrete them that 
be wozldly. It thou kneweſt thy ſelfe and thy weakenes, 
if thou kneweſt foꝛtune à her mutation, if thou kneweſte 
the men and their malices, if thou kneweſt the woꝛld and 
the flateringe therof: thou wolde reyſe the fro the hande 
thcrof with honour, and not be chaſtiſed with inkampe. 
O howe we hope to ſpꝛede by foztunc ? O how often with⸗ 
out reſpecte vawares we palſe this lyfe 2 O howe often 
we truſte the bobaunce of this wozlde? and we truſt therin 
as moche as though it neuer begyled man. J ſay it not bi- 


tauſe J haue harde it ſayde,no2 bicauſe Þ haue tedde it in 


bokes : but fo; we ſeit dayly with our eyes: ſome decaye 
and leſe their goodes, other falle and loſe they; credence, 
ſome kalle in ſyghte, and leſe they: honour, and other ariſe 
and loſe they: lyues, and ſome thynke, that all are free by 
puuilege, where as neuer none were pꝛiupleged. O mp 
tende Toꝛcate, ot᷑ one thynge J am certayne, and let eue⸗ 
ty man take it foꝛ a warning: Men by whom we be bozne, 
be of ſo yll diſpoſition, and the woꝛlde ſo fierſe and cruell, 
with whome we lyue, and the glydinge ſerpent foꝛtune ſo 
full of poyſon, that they hutte vs with their fete, 4 bite vs 
with they: tethe, and ſcratche vs with they: nayles, and 
ſwelle vs with theyz poyſon, ſoo that the pallynge of the 
lyfe is no leſſe than takynge of deathe , Ind in caſe thou 
haſte ſene ſomme lyue longe without any kalle of fo:tune, 
thynke not it is well, fo2 it is not by good aduenture, but 
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MARCYV'S 
the moꝛe his yl foꝛtune. The wozlde is ſo malycious, that 
if we take not hede to pꝛepate agaynſt his wanche, it wil 
ouerthꝛowe vs to our greatter loſſe and hurt. Moche ſo⸗ 
ner dye they that ben Helthful with the infirmities x ſyck⸗ 
nes of few days, than they that be weke with their lagour 
ot many yeres. J lay this bycauſe J hold it foz moſt ſure: 
tie, that the myſerable man, that mape not Iyue without 
myſeties, ſhulde fele the peynes by lyttell and lyttel, and 
not al at ones. we ete dyuers thynges by moꝛſels, whiche 
if we ſhulde cate hole, wold choke vs. In lyke wyſe in di⸗ 
uers days we ſuffte dyuers trauayles, whiche al togyder 
wolde make an ende ok vs in one day, and than ſythe the 
goddis wyll permytte, that thy myſfoztune ſhall fall, and 
that the tyuer of thy decay ouerflowe her chanel, + where 
thou weneſt to be moſt ſute, thou ſhalt be in greteſt peril: 
we ſhall miniſter to the a ſp:ope, to the entent Þ thou loſe 
not thy good renoume,though thou haue loſt thy goodis 
that be nought. Tell me J pꝛaye the Tozcate, why com⸗ 
playneſt thou, as he that is ſycke: vohp crieſt thou lyke a 
foole? why ſygheſt thou as a deſperate man: why wepelte 
thou as a chylde: Thou haſte gone an yll wap, and com⸗ 
playneſt of thy reſte. Thou arte clothed to goo thꝛoughe 
buſhes,and thou ſayeſt that thy gownes do tcare . Thou 
walkeſte amonge the ſtones, and arte ſoꝛye bycauſe thou 
falleſt. Thou haſte leaned and thought not to fal, and fi- 
nally thou arte ſette with the wozlde, and thynkeſt to be 
free with heuen. Wylte thou haue ſaufconduite of Foz- 
tune, that is ennemye to many? She can not gyue the na 
turalitie, whiche is mother to al thynges. J wyl aſkethe 
one thynge: Þ put the caſe that the fee had pꝛomyſed the 
alway in ſuretie ot her, and the lkye clere wether , the ſo⸗ 
mer ſnowes, and the wynter flowzes: It wyll not be of a 
ſurctie Tozcate, It nature canne not kultylle this, beinge 
(yy 
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thyn owne mother,thinkeſt thou than, that foztune wylle 
gyue it the, whiche is thy vniuſte tepmother ! Kepe this 
tule foz certayne,and neuer foꝛget it, that al natural cours 
ſes are ſubiectes to mutation euety yere. And all woꝛldly 
folke that truſte on foztune, (ſhall ſuffre eclyps cuerv mo- 
ment. And than ſyth naturall thynges can not be always 
in one cale,of neceſſitie the goodis of Fozxtune muſte pe- 
tyſhe, ſythe they be ſuperfluitie. Nyght vniuſt ſhulde the 
tyghtwyle goddis be, yf they had made perpetuall that, 
whiche is domageable to ſo many: Oꝛ that which is p20- 
fitable, to haue created it fallyble. I wylle ſpeake no moze 
of thy pꝛoſperitie in tymes paſte, but nowe J wyl comme 
to the banyſhement that thou ſuffreſt pzeſentely , Sulpe⸗ 
cious foʒtune made a fayze at thy gate, knowynge what 
ſhe lolde: and thou wyſte not what thou boughteſt: She 
made a dere bargayne, and ſolde it dete to the: ſhe hathe 
gyuen the ſowze foz ſwete, and the ſwete is tourned into 


ſowꝛeneſſe fo: the:ſhe hath gyuen the yuell foz good, and 


hath tourned thy good to yl. And finally ſhe hath begyled 
the at a iuſte pzice,not weiiynge to the that ſhe wolde haue 
done the domage: and though that ſhe was malycious in 
ſellynge to the, thou were no leſſe foolyſſhe in the byenge 
thcrof : foz the moze there is in foztunes ſhoppe, the moze 
ſuſpecte is the marchandyſe . © howe vnhappy be we, foz 
in that market is nothyng ſold but lyes. And ſhe truſteth 
nothynge but vppon the pledges of our renoume: and at 
laſte wyll not be payde but with the ſhotte of our lyfe,and 
that is the mooſte greatteſt and myſcheuous wounde. 

It is openly knowen to eucrye man as to the, that where 
as they thynke not to leeſe theyꝛ wares , falſe Foztune in 
that they purpoſe, to theyz myſhappe lyeth in awayte,and 
is tedy to bye theym. Thou makeſt me very ſoze abaſhed 
To:cate, haue reputed the ryghte a” and d 
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and nowe J take the fo: a loſte foole. In good ſoth whan 
I ſawe the yonge in Gapette, J tudged the wozthy to go⸗ 
ucrne Rome: and nowe that thou art olde, thou deſerueſt 
nothynge but to be caſte in a galey as a ſclaue. O how ma 
ny thynges are there to knowe a man by! There is not fo 
high a toppe of a hylle, but hit is trodden with feete: noz 
ſoo depe a (ce but hit is ſounded with leade! Ind in a hun⸗ 
dꝛzede peres one manne can not attayne to knowe an other 
mannes harte. Telle me J pꝛaye the, what lokedſte thou 
fo: of fo:tune, after ſoo greatte welthe * Lpuynge to the 
woꝛlde thynke tobe in the woꝛlde. The childꝛen of vanite 
goo and walke ſoo longe , that at laſte their diſozdinate 
deſpꝛes canne not take fro the wozld their antike vilantes 
and ſhamfulnes, the whiche foꝛtune dothe not with them 
that ſhe hathe reyſcd vnto the ſkyes, thynkeſte than, that 
ſhe ſhall bowe with the to the loweſte parties? O fole To; 
cate, thoughteſt thou to paſſe the ſce withoute peryll , to 
cate fleſſhe withoute bones, To dzynke wine withoute 
lyes, to walke in the wayes without findynge ſtones, To 
bye wheate without chaffe? Jn good ſoth if thou though: 
teſt to bye yl goodes without hindzance of thy good fame, 
and maynteyne thy good renoume without loſſe of pl got- 
ten goodes, Þ wolde wytte of the, what thou dyddeſt hope 
to do, ſithe ſo longe ſeaſon thou haſte made a face in the 
woꝛld. Exxiii.yere thou haſte ben in the grace of the wozld, 
nowe it is tyine fro henſtoꝛth to fall at ſome diſcoꝛde ther: 
with. Abelle, kyng of the Iſſtriens, hoped to haue but ſeue 
yeres of good pꝛoſpetritie, Quene Simiramis but onc- 
ly ſyre, Abell kynge ofthe Lacedemontens fyue , Eutrete 
kynge of the Caldcens. iini. Ilerander kynge of the Gre- 
kes. itt, Amplcarthe great of Carthage but. ii. and out 
Gayus Ceſar Romapu but one onely, and many befoze 
and ſythe not one pere: And ſyth thou were the _ — 
no 
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knowen of lynage, The groſſeſte of bnderſtandynge, and 
the leſte of power, the darkeſt of fame, and the moſt weke 
in merites: wherkoꝛe than complayneſte thou of foztune #7 
If thou haddeſt ben vertuous in all theſe. xxx. peres,thou 
haddeſt neuer eaten without thoughte, noz neuer ſpoken 
without ſuſpectton, noz ſlepte without ſtertyng, thinking 
what thou haddeſt to do, and wherin koztune myghte bes 
gyle the. He that ſo longe is beſette aboute with ſo manye 
enemies, I cannot tell howe heſhuld take any ſure llepe. 
Ah Toꝛcate To:cate, the wozlde hath ſo many falles, and 
we knowe ſo yll howe to continue amonge theym that be 
woꝛldly, that ſcantly we are fallen whan our handes and 
fete lyke ſclaues be ſoo faſt tied that we can not loſe them, 
It fylleth our perſons full of vices, ſtrengtheth our line- 
wes to wickednes, weaketh our hartes in vertues, and fi- 
nally rendzeth our ſpirites in a traunce, and maſethe our 
bnderſtandpnge , and chaungeth our taſte, and ſuffcrethe 
vs as beaſtes to ſhewe our euplles that we fele with wap- 
ſynges, all though as men we durſt not ſhew it. And that 
this is true, it appereth, that whanne we ſee, that we loſe, 
we lament and complapne, and none can helpe hym ſelke. 
This ſmalle leſſon Þ wzitte to the, to the ende that thou 
lyue in leſſe thoughte. The hozle colte that thou dyddeſte 
ſende me, leapeth very well: The ſpanyell that thou ſent 
to me, is well, but he is wylde: the calfe was very fatte, 
and J wolde haue eaten it fo:thwith, but my wyfe Fau- 
ſtyn beſily pꝛayed me to kepe it, and thinketh that it was 
ſtolen in a gardeyne. J ſende to the. ii. M. ſerters foz to 
ſuccour the in thy trauayles. And as touchynge thy banp⸗ 
ſhement at tyme conuentente Þ (hal diſpatch thy matters 
with the ſenate. The conſolation of the goddis, and the 
loue of man be with the Tozcate. The ſodepnnes ofcuils, 


and the y2c of the furtcs be ſepcrate fro me Marcus Iu- 
Ee. iu. relius 
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MARCYVS 
rclius. Fauſtyn my wife greteth the, and in lyke wiſe fro 
her parte and outs, to thy mother inlawe, and thy wyfe 
haue vs recommended. Marc of Rome ſendethe this wzi: 
tynge to Tozcate of Gapette. 


¶ A letter to Domitius of Capue to comforte 
him in his baniſſhemente. 
The kourthe letter. 


Arke ozatout Romayn, bozne on mount 
Y {4 Celio, to the Domitian of Capue ſalute 
and conſolation of the goddes conſola⸗ 
tours. In this right colde wynter there 
drank YZ A atoſe in this lande a mighty gret wind, 
e land by reaſon of the great wynde aroſe 
treat quantitie of waters, and the wa- 
ters haue cauſed great humidities, and great humidities 
bzede dyuers maladies and diſeaſes: and amonge all the 
infirmities of this lande J haue the goute in my hande, 
and the ciatica in my legge. Foz the helth of my wyfe Fau 
ſtine Ican neyther go noꝛ wꝛite. I ſape it bycauſe I can 
not write to the ſo longe as the caſe wolde require, and as 
thy thankes meryteth, and my deſyre coueteth. Jt is ſhe⸗ 
wed me by occaſion of a hoꝛs thou haſt hadde ſtrife with 
Patricio thy neyghbour,x that thou art baniſhed fro Ca- 
pue, and ſet in the pꝛiſon Mamartyn. Thy goodes are co 
fiſked, and thy chyldzen baniſhed, thy houſe caſte downe, 
and haue put thy neuewe out of the ſenate, and banyſhed 
the, the ſenate foz.r.yeres, It is tolde me, that all the day 
thou wepeſt, and wakeſt by nyght, in company thou dieſt, 
and doeſt loue to reſte ſolytarilye, Thou hateſt pleaſure, 
and loueſt penſpuenes: and J haue no meruaple: fo: (0- 
rowefull hartes lyueth with teares and wepynge, and be 
mety 
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mery #laugh in dieng. Jam righte ſoꝛie to ſe the loſt:but 
moche moꝛe that foꝛ ſo ſmalle a thynge thou ſhuld be caſt 
a war, as fo: a hoꝛs to leſe all thyn eſtate, O how vartable 
is foztune, and howe (one a myſaduenture fallethe befoze 
our cies: Foꝛtune gyueth theſe eupls, à we ſee it not: with 
her handes ſhe toucheth vs, and we kele it not: ſhe tredeth 
vs vnder fete, and we knowe it not: ſhe ſpeakethe in our 
carcs, and we here her not: ſhe crieth aloude vnto vs, and 
we vnderſtande her not: and this is bycauſe we wyll not 


zuo we her: and fynally, whan we thynke we are mooſte 


ſurcſt, than are we in moſte peryll. Trouth it is, that with 
a lyttell wynde the fruyte fallethe fro the tree: and with a 
lyttell ſparcle, the hous ts ſette a fyʒe: a ſmall rocke bze- 
keth a greatte ſhyppe, and with a lyttell tone the legge is 
hurte. J ſaye that oftentymes of that we feare not cometh 
greatte peryll. In acloſe Fiſtula rather than in an open, 
the ſurgiens doubte the peryll: In depe ſtylle waters the 
pilote feareth moꝛe than in the greate hye wawes: Ok ſe⸗ 


crete enbuſhement rather than of open armies the warrt- ' 


our doubteth: J wyll not onely ſay of ſtraungers, but of 
their owne pꝛopꝛe, Not of ennempes, but of frendes, not 
of crewelle warte, but of peace, not of open domage oz 
ſclaunder, but of ſecrete petyl and myſchiefe a wyſe man 
oughte to beware. Yowe manpe haue we ſeene, that the 
chances of foztune coude not abate, and yet within a ſhozt 
whyle after vnwares with greatte ignomintious ſhame 
hath ouerthꝛowẽ them? J wolde witte of the, what reſte 
can a petſone haue, that truſteth euer vpon the pꝛoſperite 
of foꝛtune, ſythe fo: ſo lyghte a cauſe we haue ſene ſo gret 
a ſtryfe in Rome, and ſuche a loſſe to thy hous : Seynge 
that J ſe, I wyll not feare che wyndes of her trauaylles, 
no2 beleue in the cleteneſſe of her pleſures, noꝛ her thoun⸗ 
ders ſhal not fete me, noʒ wil truſt vpon her flatteringes, 

noz 
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no: thanke her fo: that abydeth with me, noz be ſozye fo; 
that ſhe taketh fro me, no2 wake fo anye trouthe that ſhe 
ſayth to me, no: tyſe fo any of her leyſpnges, noz2 laughe 
fo: any thyng that ſhe deſireth of me, noz wepe fo: gyuing 
me leaue, if thou knoweſt not the cauſe of this J all tell 
the. Our lyfe1s ſo doubtfull, and foztune ſo wayewarde, 
that ſhe doth not alwap th:eate in ſtrykynge, noz ſtryketh 
in th:etenynge. The wyle man gothe not lo temperately, 
that he thynketh at euety ſteppe to kalle, nozIyue with ſo 
ſmalle a thought, to thynke to ouerthꝛowe in cuery playne 
pathe. Fo: oftentimes falſe foꝛtune ſhaketh her weapon, 
and ſtriketh not, and an other tyme ſtriketh without ſha⸗ 
kynge. Beleue me of one thynge Domitius, That parte 
of the lyfe is in moſte perylle, whan with lyttell thoughte 
0: care men thynke thein ſelfe moſt ſure. Wylt thou le the 
trouthe therok. Aduyſethe of Hercules that ſcaped fro 
many pcrylles by (ce and by lande, and yet dyed betwene 
his lemans armes.Laomedon pcryſhed not vnder Troy, 
but was ſlayne in his houſe . Greate Alexander dyed not 

in makynge warre oucrall the erthe, but he ended with 
a lyttel popſon. The couragious Caius Ceſar ſaued hym 
ſelfe in. lit. battayles, and aftcrin the ſenate was [layne 
with. cxxii.ſtrokes of penkniues. Alclipto bzother of Pom 
peie periſhed not flotynge. rrit. pere vppon the ſee, but he 
was dꝛowned after in drawyng water at a welle. Tenne 
capitayns that Scipio had with him in Affrike, that vi- 
quiſhed many hard batayles, as they were mockynge on 
a bzydge, they fel fro the bzydge and were drowned. Good 
Druſto that had ouercome the Parthes,the day of his tri 
umph goinge to his chariot there fell a tyle that claue a- 
ſonder his heed,ſo that vayne glorye was the ende of his 
good lyfe. What ſhuld J tel the moze? Thou knoweſt wel 


that Lucye my ſyſter hauynge a nedell on her boſom, play 
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enge with her chplde betwene her armes, the chylde with 
his hande hytte the nedell ſuche a ſtroke into her bodpe, 
that he ſlewe his mother. Gneo Ruffyn the conſulle, ſents 


ageinſt the Germayns, of our tyme was ſo valyannte in 


armes, that none of our p:edeceſſours ſurmounted hym: 
pet he kembynge his olde whyte heates, one of the tethe 
of the combe entred into his heed, wherby grewe an ym⸗ 
poſtuine, by occaſion wherafhe ended his honozable life 
fo: ſo ſinalle a caſe. Howe ſemethe the Domitius + Js J 
do tell the of ſo ſinall anombze, I coude recyte infinite ex- 
fiples, What mis koꝛtunes fell after good foꝛtunes, what 
miſchaunce after great glozte, what myſaduenture after 
great happe , what greatte euyll they take of their deathe 
after the begynnynge of greatte welthe in the lyfe . J be⸗ 
inge as they, knowe not what to deſire, but they beinge 
as J am wyll rather chuſe the labozous and honourable 
dcathe, than an yll death and an honourable lyfe. To mp 
ſemynge he, that wyll be a man amonge men, and not a 
beaſte amonge beſtes, ought to trauaple ſozeto lyue well, 
and moche moze to dye better. Foz at the fynall ende an 
pll dethe putteth great doubte of the good Iyfe: and the 
good dethe excuſeth the yll lyfe. J haue wzytten to the at 
the begynnynge of my letter, that by reaſon of the humi⸗ 
dities, the gowte greuethe me ylle. But to ſatisfie thy de⸗ 
ſire, J wolde fayne wzite with my hande moze at length, 

Two dates the loue that J bare to the, hathe faught with 
the peine that J endure . My wille wolde wzite, but mp 
fyngers can not holde my penne. The remedy is, ſithe J 
maye not as J wolde, that thou wylte take as thin owne 
that J may do, as myne owne dede. Fauſtine my wife ſa⸗ 

luteth the, who by reaſonne of my diſeaſes is halfe ylle at 

eaſe. It is ſhewed her, that thou haſte greatte peine of a 
hurte of thy face, ſhe hathe lente * _ with _ 


— 
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that thy hurte ſhall not appere in thy biſage, ik thou canſ} 
fynde any grene almondes oz new nuttis, Fauſtine pzap- 
eth the to ſende her ſome by this bearer. J haue but lytell 
ſtoze of money, therfoze J ſend the a gowne and thy wyfe 
a kyztell. No moze but J pꝛay the goddis to giue the that 
I deſire fo2 the: and to giue me that thou deſireſt foz me, 
And beſide that J do wꝛite to the with mp hande, J gyue 
to the myn owne pꝛopꝛe herte. 


A letter ſente fro the emperout to Claudius and 
Claudyne his wyfe, bycauſe they beinge 
olde, lyued as ponge perſons. 

C The. v. letter. 


FF r=alrckeofmount Celioto the Claudius and 
Claudinchuſbande and wyfe , dwellynge 
Jin my warde, J deſirchelthe, lend ng you 
is letter. The trouthe is, bycauſe pe ate 


ok them that come fro pou of your eſtates: 
and by theym that go to you, J ſende recommendations 
to you bothe : yf ye haue my good wylle demaunde hit of 
pour hartes. Ind it in your ſtomacke pe repute and take 
me but as a ſuſpecious frende, thanne Þ thinke my ſelle 
euen cleane condempned. The cruelle foꝛgetfulneſſe, the 
whiche may be cauſer of myne abſence, peraduenture ba- 
nyſheth the good dedes that ye haue teceyued of my per- 
ſone. If in any thynge J haue entreated you with Iyes, 
than J require that ye entreate me nothynge with trouth. 
But it J haue bene alwapes your good neyghbour and 
rende, yf ye haue any nede of myne honour, than be to 
me as good. Gayo Furion my frende, as wel as your pa- 
tent, paſſynge this wape to dad hathe ſhewed me 
many 


6 J my frendes, a vnder my charge, J enquire þ 
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many thinges the whiche were done in Rome: a amonge 
other he ſhewed me one thinge, that cauſed me to laughe 
whan J herd it: and yet it was right greuous to me, wha 
J thoughte theron. Dome thynges we take ſodeynlye in 
ſpozte and mockerie, the whiche arterwarde well conſide⸗ 
red, makethe vs verye ſorye . He ſhewed me how that ye 
ſeme to euery man right auncient, and very yonge in your 
doynge: foꝛ you aray pout ſelte dayly with newe apparel, 
as ye ſhulde go to weddynges, and where as men do ho- 
nour you as ancient perſons, ye ſhewe your ſelfe wanton: 
and whan folke renne to ſe gewgawes ye are nat the laſt, 
There is no lyghtnes in Rome but it is regeſtred in your 
houſe. Thus ye gyue your ſelfe to plcaſures, as they that 
thynke neuer to haue diſpleaſute. And finallye whan ye 
ſhulde lyfte vp your handes, ye entte newely into the waz 
ges of the woꝛlde. Trwely my neyghbours and frendes 
to ſpeake with due reucrence, J am a ſhamed of your vn⸗ 
ſhamefaſtnes,and am no leſſe ſorte foz your fautes. There 


be dyuerſe greuous faultes, that are made lyghte by the 


honeſte withdrawynge of them. Ind ſome other that are 
but ſmal fautes,x fyndynge no wais to leue them are eſte- 
med very great. By all the goddes, I can fynde none oc- 
caſion howe fo2 to excuſe your euylles: but J ſee inowe 
wherwith to condempne them. Wherfoze pardone me, ik 
that I ſeme vnhoneſt to ſpeake ſoo moche it ye be not ho- 
neſte in yourlyuynge. In good ſothe J denape not, but 
that thou Claudius haſte ben ryghte free and lyberalle of 
thy perſonne, and thou Claudine ryght fapze of vyſage, 
and many perſons foz the beutie of thy foꝛehed haue be cu 
tious to haue had Þ to wife, but J wold wit of the youth of 
p one, a beautte of the other, in vſinge al your liues in va⸗ 
nitie, what goodly trinkettes ye hope to were iu the ſtrayts 


nes of the Depulchre, O great foles, pe and foles agayn, 
g Ft,i Do 
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Do ye not knowe yet, that the tyme fleeth with moupnge 
of wynges? The lyfe trauayleth on her way withoute lif- 
tynge of her fete: foztune ſtretcheth her without ſtyzryng 
her armes, ⁊ the woꝛld voydeth it ſclfe ſayeng nothynge, 
the fleſhe conſumeth without felyng, and our glorye paſ- 
ſeth as it neuet had ben: and finally deth aſſayleth vs er 
euer he knocke at the gate. Certapnly it is impoſſible fog 
to make ſinewes of blode, of veynes to make bones, of a 
— rocke a playne waye, and of poſſible to make im⸗ 
poſſible : I mene 5ᷣ none ſhal thinke but that the greneſſe 
ok youthe, ſhall waſte and wydder in aege : © wozlde, 
what a wozlde arte thou? ſo lytel is our foꝛce 4 our weke⸗ 
nes ſo greate, that without reſyſtynge drowneſte vs wpl- 
Iyngly in the depenes of thy perillous whirlepoole : and 
hydeſt vs in the thyckeſt of thy mountaynes, and leadeſte 
vs out of the bzode way wandryng by thy nato w pathes, 
and bꝛyngeſt vs into the rugged wape. J do meane, that 
they that be greatteſt in fauout, thou bringeſt into daun- 
get, to the entente that with one ſtroke of thy fote thou 
mayſt ouerthzowe them. O woꝛlde. lit. pere J haue bene 
in the, and pet thou neuer ſaydeſt one trouthe to me, and 
I haue taken the with. r . M. lyes . I neuer deſyred any 
thynge of the, but thou dyddeſt pzompyſe it me, but thou 
neuer gaueſt me any thynge pꝛomiſed me: J neuer treted 
with the, but thou begyledſte me, J ncuer arryued at the 
but thou loſte me: 3 neuet ſawe thyng in the,wherby J 
ſhulde loue the. Fo2 all that we ſee in the, is woꝛthy to be 
abhoꝛted. Ind biſide this, J wote not what is the wozld, 
O what kaute is in vs thy wozldly wzetches ? Foz if thou 
hate vs, we dare not hate the: if thou bzaule with vs, we 
muſte be ſtylle: if thou ſpurne at vs, we muſte ſuffre the: 
if thou beate vs with a ſtaffe, we ſaye nothynge: And yet 
ik thou woldeſt haue vs gone, we wyl not go, Ind * 
0 
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of all is, that we hadde rather ſerue the foꝛ nothinge with 
trauaile,thanne the goddes with pꝛaier and reſte. J (were 
to the by the iminoztalle goddes, that often tymes J make 
accompt of my yercs paſſed: and an other time J reuolue 
my bookes to ſce what J haue tedde. Ind likewiſe J de- 
maund of my frendes to giue me counlayle to know wher 
in it is that J wolde ſpeake. I beinge at Rhodes redyng 
Rhethoique, My lozde Adnan kepynge me there, at the 
age of. rri.yere,my ponge ficſhe, and no leſſe weake than 
tender at the firſte woꝛke J founde ſolytarineſſe, and the 
ſolytarines with libertie adozed the woꝛlde: In adozynge 
J felte it, in felynge J folowed it, in folowing J oucrtoke 
it, in oucrtakinge J tobe it, in takinge  p2oued it, in pꝛo 
uynge J taſted it, in taſtynge J foũde it byttcr, in finding 
it bytter, J hated it, in hatynge it, J kelte it, in leaupnge 
it, it retourned, and returnynge J teceyued hit. And 
this maner. lui. ycres we haue eaten of one bꝛeadde, and 
dwelled in one houſe. vohã J ſaw it diſpleſed, J ſerued it, 
whan it ſawe me thoughtfull it chered me, when J ſawe 


it in pꝛoſpetitie, J demaunded it, whan it ſawe me merye 


it be gyled me. And thus we be to gether vnto this daye, 
not gyuynge me leaue to goo, noꝛ | wyllynge to departs 
to it. O woꝛlde thou haſt ſo many countenaunces in thy 
banytie, that thou leadeſt all wandzynge in vnſtablenes, 
Sith we ſuffre the to take vs, thou wilt neuer deliuer vs: 
if we withdraw our fete fro the ſnare of foʒtune, foꝛthwith 
thou fettreſt out legges faſt with irons: and if by chance 
we fyle the yzons,anon thou manacleſt our handes: and 
though the way be ſtrayte, the pathe ſharpe, the tourney 
longe, and out fleſhe weake, yet our bodies are euet lade 
bith vices, and our hartes fulfylled with thoughtes and 
penſyuenes. Ok one thynge J haue great incruapyle, and 


Ican not deayſe what it is: without any conſtraint to the 
Ft. ui. con⸗ 
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contrary we go ſurely ouer the bzydge, and yet we wylle 
go annother waye, and though the ſame way be ſure, pet 
we wpll aduenture into the gulfre : if the wayes be drye, 
pet wyll we goo throughe the dyzte and myze and plaſhe: 
hauynge meate fo: our lyuynge we lerche foz poyſon to 
kylle vs, we ſerche to beloſte, and map be aſured : with 
out intereſt we commytte ſynne, ſeynge peyne commpnge 
withall: and fynally to the entente that we ſhoulde be ta- 
ken fo: good, we ſhote at the whyte of vertues, and hyt 
the butte of vices . One thynge J conkeſſe, thoughe it be 
myn owne ſhame, Paraduenture in tyme to come it ſhall 
be pꝛofitable to ſom other: In.l.yeres of my life, J wold 
pꝛoue all the vices of this lyfe, to ſe i any thinge myghte 
haue ſatisfied the humayn malyce: And after Þ had ſene 
all thynge, J founde that the moze J dydde eate, the moze 
E dyed fo; hongre : The moze J ſlepte, the moze (luggy 

waͤs: the moze J dꝛanke, the moze thyꝛſte J hadde,the 
moze J reſted, the moze wery J was: the moze good J 
hadde, the moze couetous J was: the moze J ſought, the 
leſſe J founde : And finallye, I neuer toke peyne foz any 
thynge, but J was euer lette : and than anone J hadde 
appetite to an other, Lette no man thynke to lyue in the 
fleſhe, and ſatis fie the fleſhe. Jt hath power to take fro 
vs our lyfe:and we haue no power to take from it the dil 
ordinate couetiſe, J wolde fayne knowe of the goddis, 
why our days ſhuld haue an ende. O cruell goddes what 
ts this? We can neuer paſſe one good lifes day, we do but 
taſte it, and ſo paſſeth our lyfe, and lyfe is but a dreame, 
and dethe wakethe it. Lette euerye man knowe, that the 
woꝛlde takethe our wylle, and we with our good wpl giue 
tt therto : and it takethe our wylle to the ende to contente 
vs, and pꝛayſe that we prayſe, and the tyme paſſethe ſoo, 


that we lyue after the curſed tyme, To attapne —_ | 
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de haue good deſire: but to attayne to bices we putte to 
alle our warkes, This haue J ſayde foz you Claudyus 
and Claudine, that in the ſcoze peres pe wylle not yſſue 
no: goo oute ofthe pꝛiſon of the wozꝛlde: Mauynge your 
feete putrifped with yzons and chaynes. What is thanne 
to be hoped of yonge perſonnes, whiche be of fyue and 
twenty yeres olde { Ercepte my me moꝛye fayle me: whan 
J was with you, ye hadde your neuewes ſonnes of pour 
chyldꝛen maryed, and nyeces doughters of your dough⸗ 
ters maͤtied: and me thynketh whan the guynes comme, 
the ſeaſonne of cheries is not comme: and whanne the 
newe wyne is tounne d, the dꝛye huſkes ate caſte oute. 
Canne pe ſuffre dyucrs neuewes, ſonnes to pour chyl⸗ 
dꝛene in your houſe, and fewe peres in your perſonnes ? 
Seldomme we ſee the fruyte and the flowze to gether: foz 
whanne the one is type and in ſeaſon, the other is cleane 
gone and auoyded. 
C Jn this caſe I thynke meruayle, howe pe canne be of 
manye petes, and ſeeme to be ponge. J knewe none other 
thynge, but whanne ye maryed Lamberte pour dough- 
ter to D2zuſto , and Patryne your nyece, doughter of 
pour doughter , with Lamberte , that were all Iyttclle 
and yonge chyldzene : and ſythe ye be of a good acge, 
and lacke good, may gyue vnto eche of theym twentye 
yeres of your aege in ſtede of their dowzte . And ſoo pe 
ſhall vnlade you of ycres , and charge you with other 
mennes goodes and ſubſtaunce . No leſſe this mattier 
paſſeth in my thoughte, than the ſhozte clothe dothe in a 
falle weuers handes. Le haue ſtrayned it on the tentours, 
and dꝛawen hit on the perche fo2 to lengthen the lyfe. Ik 
pe were made fayze clere co:dwayners ware , and ſwete 
of ſmelle, that ye myghte be dꝛawen out a lengthe, hit 
pete welle doone but ye are but as frupte of almondes, 
ſemynge 


* 
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ſemynge d2fe without, and wozme eaten within. Foz the 
loue that J haue to pou, and fo neyghbourheced that ye 
haue had with me, J deſyze ſtyll frendſhyppe of you , that 
lyke as I knewe you ponge and very yonge, ſo to knowe 
pou olde and very olde. I ſay not that pe ſutmoũt in age, 
but your wptte fapleth you, O Claudius and Claudine, 
7 wylleyeknowe, that to ſuſteyne youthe, and to deface 
age, to length the lyfe, and dꝛiue away dethe : it is not in 
mennes handes that deſirc hit: it is the goddis that doo 
giue it, whiche accoꝛdinge to tuſtyce and our couetyſe, gi⸗ 
ueth vs Iyfe by weighte, and deathe without mealute Ye 
may know that out nature is cozruption of our body, and 
our bodye is puttifaction of our wytte, and our wytte is 
guydeto our ſoule, and our ſoule is mother of our deſp- 
res, and our deſires are ſleers of out youthe, 4 our youth 
token of our age, and our age ſppe of our dethe, and dethe 
the houſe of our lyfe, wherin to youthe goth on fote , and 
fro age we canne not flee on hoꝛs backe. J wolde wyte a 
thinge of vou: what finde ye in this lyfe « wherfoze dothe 
lyke content you after. lrrr. yeres of age? eyther ye haut 
ben good 02 yl: if ye haue bene good and vertuous, ye (hal 
not retoyce you with yll goddis: if ye haue benne pll, than 
as well deſire dethe, to thentente ye ſhulde be no moze yl 
oz els iuſtly ye might be ſlayn by tuſtice. Foz he Þ hathe be 
plt tyl. Ir. yeres of age, in him there is no hope of amend- 
mente. Whan the couragious great Pompeie, and Cai 
Ceſar were ennemies, and beinge in cruell ciuil battaples, 
Rome was infamed, and theym ſelfeloſte . The annales 

ſhew,that ſuch as came tn fauor of Julius Ceſar came out 

of the weſt, and the ſuccours of Pompeie out of the caſte, 
amonge other there came certayne people oute of Barba- 
tie, dwellynge amonge p mũtapns Niffees toward Inde: 

Their cuſtome was whan they came to thage of, l. ou 
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to make great fp:es,and bꝛenne them ſelfe quicke in ſacri⸗ 
kyce to they; goddis, and the ſame day the patentes a chil⸗ 
dren wolde make great feaſtes, and eate ot the ſleſhe halfe 
b:ente, and dꝛynke wyne with the aſhes of the bones. 
This was ſene with the eies of Pompet,bicauſe that ſons 
accumplyſhed the yeres of fyftye in his campe. O golden 
woꝛlde, wherin were ſuche men. O happy people that in 
all the woꝛldes to come, hath left ſuch a memozte of them. 
Chey diſpiſed the woꝛlde, and foꝛgatte them ſelfe. What 
ſtrokes gaue they to foꝛtune? What delytes fo2 the ficſhe? 
and ho we lyttell ſette they by theyz lyues, and yet moze,to 
ſet ſo [mall ſtoze by dethe? O what bꝛidel was this fo: the 
vicious, and what hope fo; the vertuous, what confuſion 
fo: them that loued this lyfe, and what enſample, not to 
feare dethe, haue they lefte vs! Ind ſith they diſpiſed their 
owe p2opze lyfe: it is then to be thought, that they died 
not to thentent to take other mens goodes, to thinke that 
our lyte neuer (hal haue ende, thertoꝛe our couetyſe neuet 
hath ende. O glozious people, and. x. M. tymes blyſſed, 
that lekte their ſenſualite, and vanquyſhed their naturalle 
wylle, beleue not that pe ſe, but gyue fayth to that ye ne- 
ter ſawe, as they that ſc nothyng go agaynſt the fatal de⸗ 
ſtenies : who gothe agaynſte the waye of foztune, gyue a 
wꝛynche to the lyfe,robbe the body at the dethe, wynne ho⸗ 
nour of the goddis, not that they ſhulde length your lyfe, 
but to take the teſte of the lyfe. Irchagatus ſurgien, and 
Anthontus the phiſitien, and Eſculapius the father of me 
dicines, J thinke wanne but lyttelle in that lande. 
Who commanded theſe Barbariens to take ſprope in the 
— to take pylles at night, and to refreſhe them 
with mylke, to take clete barly to anoynt theyʒ lyuers, to 
dap to be lette blode, and to mozowe to take a purgation, 
to eate one thing, and to abſtepn fro many — 
9 le 
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me thinke that they beynge of. l. pere of age, and pou of 
lxxx.at the leaſte ſhulde be egall with them in wyſedome, 
Ind if ye wyll not take deth in good wozth, pet at the leeſt 
amende the yll lyfe . J remembze wel of a long tyme, that 
Fabꝛicius, our neybour wylled vs to beware of a mocke⸗ 
rie, the whiche if it be not bꝛoken, there ſhall folowe great 
diſhonour . And (ith he ſhewed me ſoo good a leſſon, J 
wyll pay you with the ſame money. J wyll ſhewe it pou, 
it ye pooʒe aged folkes do notknowe it: ye be ſuche, that 
pour eyes are bleared, your noſes dꝛoppynge, your hea- 
res whyte, your herynge dulle, your tongue faulteryng, 
pour tethe waggynge, your face wztncled, your fete ſwol⸗ 
len, yout ſhuldres croked, and your ſtomake diſtempered, 
finally if the graues coude ſpeake,thep myght ryghtfully 
calle foz you to come, and inhabite in them. Of trouth it 
is great compaſſion to beholde ponge tgnorance, that o- 
pen their eies to knowe the infoztunes of this lyfe, whan 
it is tyme to cloſe them and to entre into the graue. And 
therot cometh that it is in vayne to giue counlaile to vain 
ponge —— Foz youth is without experience of that it 
doth, a is ſuſpect of p it hereth, ⁊ will not beleue 5ᷣ is ſayd, 
and diſpꝛayſeth other mes coũſel, ⁊ is ryght pooze of their 
owne. And therfoze J ſape Claudius and Claudyne inp 
frendes, J fynde without compariſon none ſo plle an ig- 
nozance of goodnes, that holdethe theſe yonge perſones, 
as is the obſtinacy of theſe aged perſones in pll, The dif- 
finition of vll, is a man not to knowe that he oughte to 
knowe, yet it is wozs to haue the knowlege of wyſedome, 
and to lyue lyke a bzute beaſte. O pe olde goutye people, 
pe foꝛgette your ſelfe, and tenne in poſte after the lyfe and 
pe neuet regarde what ſhall falle, tyll pe be ſuche as ye 
wolde not, and without power to retoutne backe: a hetot 


cometh, that pe lacke of lyke, xe wyll ſupplye it with LR 
Than 


| kent. © oc -- - 


| |  avRELIvVE 114 
Than awake ye that be ſlombꝛing, haue no fozce to ſlepe, 
open pout ſlepy eies, and accuſtome you to do wel: Take 
that is nedefull foz you: and finally appoynt you betimes 
with dethe, oꝛ he make execution ot pout lyfe. Lit. yeres 
IJhaue kno wen theym ofthe wozlde, pet J coulde neuer 
znowe none ſo old, no; ſo putrified in their mem bꝛes, but 
that theit hartes were hole to thinke vnhapppnes a their 
tongues hole to make lyes. Take hede pe pooze olde per- 
ſons, me thinke ſith ſomer is paſte, ye haſt foꝛ warde with 
the tyme: and if ye tary a ſmalle ſeaſon, yet ye make haſte 
to take lodgynge. J meane that thoughe ye haue paſt the 
day in the ſee with pertl, the night of dethe wyll take you 
at the pozte of helthe. Mockes do paſſe with mockpnges, 
and trouth with trouthe : though J haue ſene you ryghte 
ponge and hardy, nowe J ſe you very olde: Thoughe the 
knyght paſſe his cours, yet it is not his faute if the hoꝛſe 
de not well reyned: but at the ende of his cours, he wylle 
trymme his hozle : Let not that begyle you, that of cuſtom 
hath begyled men: That is ye ſhalbe as wel eſtemed ther⸗ 
by, as though ye had moche monepe. J beleue ye folowe 
dyuers, and yet they all haue enuy at you. But truſte me, 
that at the ende, honour is gyuen to a yonge perſon pooʒe 
F vertuous rather than to an olde perſon riche # vicious. 
The ryche may haue power to be moze eſtemed with poze 
people, and accompanped with ryche and couetous: but 
the vertuous pooze perſon ſhal be better eſtemed and leſſe 
hated. What can be greatter confuſion to a perſonne , 02 
moze ſhame to our mother Rome, than to ſe in diuers pla⸗ 
ces the old people behaue and appoynte theym as ponge 
folke, as though they lyke the vyne leaues dyd newly bur 
gein ? What thinge is it to ſee the olde perſones nowe in 
our dayes, bzayde and make fayze theyz whyte heates, 
trymme and kembe thetr beardes, weare ſtrapte ſhowes, 
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MARCVvVS 
their holen garded, their ſhurtes frounced,thetr clokes of 
ſcatlette, their bagges enbzodzed, their chaines of golde 
about theirneckes,fringes of gold and ſplucrabout their 
appatell, eſtrige fethers vppon their hattes lyke grckes, 
petles and ringes on their fyngers lyke Indiens, they; 
gownes long lyke flamine pꝛeſtes, and finally wozſt of al 
whan dethe hath gyuen them dap, than they anſwere that 
newely they wyll ſerue a lady? O how many haue J kno- 
wen in Rome, that were highly renoumed in their youth, 
and after thꝛough wanton lyghtneſſe they were but loſte 
in their age: and woꝛſt of all, they loſte their renoume in 
their age, and the fa uout of their parentes, and the pꝛo⸗ 
kytte of their childꝛen. Certaynely Guagyn Caton of the 
ancient linage of the Catons was in Rome a pꝛieſt of the 
law. v. yeres, ⁊ pꝛouoſt. ut. yeres,and Cenſure.ii.yeres,# 
dictatour one ycre, and Conſule.v.tymes, à whan he was 
paſt the age of. [rv. yeres, than he began to ſerue Roſane 
doughter of Gneus Curcius, a ladye ryghte fayze 4 pong 
and he doted ſo farre in her loue, that he ſpent all that he 
had to ſerue her, and wold wepe lyke a chyld whan he ſaw 
her. It foꝛtuned this lady fell ſycke of a feuer, and ſhe ly- 
ſted to eate newe grapes, and it was in ſpzinge tyme, wha 
there was none ripe as than in Rome. He ſent foz ſome to 
the felde of Danubius, that was a. M. and. v. C. myle 
thenſe, and this was ſhewed to the ſenate, and they oꝛdei⸗ 
ned, that Roſana was cloſed in with the virgins veſtales, 
and the old man was banyſhed perpetually out of Rome, 
and his childzen lyued in greatte pouertye, and the father 
dyed infamed . J beleue that pe haue herde of this. There 
were dyuers that reputed fo2 a greate vilanye the dede of 
the olde louer, and pꝛayſed the ſentence of the ſenate. But 
thinke if Gaugyn had had as many ponge perſones in 
baniſhement,as there were old amozous perſons — 
to 
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toke by hym example, I thinke there ſhuld not be ſo many 
men lolte, no: ſo many women loyl marted. Ind therfoze 
the beſte is, that ſuche people, whanne they be warned bp 
their ſeruantes, and tepꝛoued by their parentes, and deſt- 
red by thetr frendes,that they make notercuſe à ſay, howe 
they be not amozous but in mockery, Whan J was very 
yog both of age a wyt, on a nyght J met with a neyghboz 
of myn nygh to the capitol. Þ was his neue a ſon to his 
ſonne, a ſayd to him, My loꝛd Fabzictus pe ate amozous 
thus and thus: He anſwered me, J do it but foꝛ paſtyme. 
Certaynly J had meruaple to mete him at that houte, and 
J was abaſhed of that anſwere that he gaue me. In them 
that be ſoze aged and of ſadnes and grauitie ſuche reque- 
ſtes ought not to be called amours, but rather dolours, 
not a paſtyme, but a loſte tyme, no mockerie but a folyſhe⸗ 
nes. Foz in loue with mockery foloweth the trouth of in⸗ 
fampe. To the Claudius and Claudine, J demaunde of 
you olde louers, what is it to be polyſhed and arraped as 
pe beſo gaply, but the bzonde of the tauerne, where there 
is nothynge but vinegre,fayze egges #nothyng in them, 
gylte pylles and bitter in taſte, an olde botcll, and a newe 
ſtopell, a hole wounde rancled vndernethe, the figure of 
an ore to take partriches, a ſlyppet way, whete no fote is 
ſure, and kynally an olde louet is as a knyghte decayed, 
þhelpcth to leſe money, a can helpe no man fro perill. Of 
trouth the old lecherous louer is as a ſwyne with a white 
heed and a grene taylle. Than me thinke pe that be mp 
frendes and neyghbours, ye tate no hede in bzekinge the 
winges out of ſelon whan the fethers be gone: and pet pe 
begyle me not, to ſay that there is tyme tnoughe. Beleue 
me, that that maye be done in the day, leaue it not tyll the 
nyght of pour age. Foz the blunt knife cutteth but pl with 
the edge, and he that is wont foz to eate the fleſhe, can not 
Gg. ili. eate 
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eate the boones. Than lette vs comme to the remedye to | ? 
redꝛeſſe this dommage, that is, if the howſe begynne to 
kalle, ſhoze and ſtaye it not with pieces of ſclender tymbze, 
but with ſtreight pyllers of the lyfe, that we haue to pelde 
the goddes, and to men by good kame. And if the vyne of 
all our vertues be redy to be gadered at the leaſt lette vs 
gather that is lefte vs by vnderſtandynge. Ind ſithe the 
waters ot out reſte are waſted with our pll werkes, lette 
vs water them with newe muſte of good deſires, and thi 
the good goddis wpl be content with the ſerutces that we 
ought to do fo: the merites and rewardes that they do to 
bs, {oo that if we deſire to attayne golde fo our warkes, 
pet to pap vs with the copper of our good deſires. Ind ft- 
nallie I ſay to you Claudius and Claudine, it ye haue o 
fred the meale of your youthe to vices , offre nowe at this 
tyme the bzanne ot pout age to the goddis . J haue wiit- 
ten thus largely to you as Ithinke: and bycauſe ye ſhall 
not be taken as cowardes, no2 J foz hardy, giue no parte 
of this letter to any perſon, 
¶ Ind J deſireyou to haue me recommended bnto alle 
my neighbours in Rome, namely to Dꝛuſine the honou- 
rable widowe. J lend to the two thouſande ſexters, thou 
ſhalte giuea thouſanne of them to Gaurina the dough- 
tet to thy doughter J ſende hit to her fo2 a pleaſure tha! 
ſhe didde me at a feaſte. Fauſtine my wife is very ſyckt. 
Thou ſhalte giue the other thouſande to the Ueſtale bit 
gines, that they mape pꝛaie foz her vnto the goddis . Caf din 
the Claudine, Fauſtine my wife ſendethe a colfre, but {tt 
by the goddes Jcanne not telle what there is within it. 
Howe that ye de aeged, J beſeche the goddes to ſend youf leg 
and me and my wife foz to ende the reſte of out dates inaſ ben 
good life. Marke your neyghbout and frende hath wn 90 
ten this with his owne hande. wg 1 
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letter ſent fro Wark themperour to Labinia a Romain 
widowe,foz to comfozte her fo; the deth of her 
huſbande.The.,viletter, 


=== Irc of mounte Celto, firſt Conſule Ro- 
main ſent ageinſtÞ Daces, to the Labt⸗ 
nta Romian lady, wife to my good frede 
Claudine, ſalute to the, x cõſolation of þ 
4 34 goddes conſolatours. I think wel, thon 
j £1, vaſt ſuſpecte,þ Ahaue lo littel ſet bythe, 
ſich in thy pzofoud and 


thy dolours, and ſhal not be the laſte to remedye thy 
troubles, Ind in caſe that ignorance is the end of all ver⸗ 
tues,eſperance foz al vices, as wel ſomtime great pleſure 
taketh awap reſt fro the wyſe folkes, a ſclandzeth the inno 
centes : moch better among vs latyns we fynd with igno 
rance of vices,moze thi the grekes do with the knowelege 
of vertues. Ik p we be ignoꝛãt, we haue no peyne to abide 
it, noz ſoꝛow to take it. J ſap it bicauſe J haue know, 5 J 
bold not know, and that is, the trauaylcs ar at an ende of 
Claudin thy huſ bande, a now beginneth the ſozow of La- 


Cal binia, I haue knowe it certayn days, # wolde not difcouer 


it to pᷣ t̃oꝛ it ſhuld haue be cruelte. She pᷣ hath ben in trou⸗ 

dle ſo lõge a ſpace with abſẽce, Þ J ſhuld haue gtue know 

lege of the deth of ſuch an entierly deſired huſbad:# it had 

ben no reaſon, that ſhe of whom I haue receyned ſo many 

00d dedis, ſhuld haue of me ſo pll newes.Ind ſith ỹ hour 

F knew, that ye wyſt therof, my pepnehath ben „e fele 
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I feleHis dethe, and nowe J fele in his dethe my ſolyta⸗ 
tines, and thy deſolation. Thou haſt reaſon to wepe, not 
fo: that he is with the goddts in reſte, but foz vs myſeta⸗ 
ble perſons lyutnge in the power of ſoo many ylles, ther: 
foze we ſhulde not ceſſe to take peyne and ſoꝛowe. © La- 
binia,oftentpmes J haue thoughte, foꝛ what thynge J 
myght fyꝛſte wepe, foꝛ the yll that lyueth, oz foz the good 
that dyeth. Foz as moche hurteth the yll that is found, as 
the good that is loſte. Jt is great peyne to ſee theſe inno⸗ 
centes dye, and ſutely it is no leſſe peyne to ſe the malict- 
ous people lyue. But ot that that of neceſſitie muſte ne⸗ 
des come, whan it cometh we ought not to ſclaundze hit. 
Shewe me Labinta, doſt thou not knowe of howe good 
conuerſation the goddes be, to whom we hope to go, and 
how yll the men be, with whome we ate conuerſant, that 
as the yl are bozne to dye, in lyke wyſe the good dyeth to 
Iyue:Fo2 a good man alway lyueth in dyenge, and the yll 
al wayes dyeth in lyuynge. Ind than ſith the goddis haue 
cauſed him to come to theym. hit is noo great thynge that 
they haue taken fro the. am in certayne thy deſyred hul⸗ 
ban Claudyn, and my true frende, ſeing where he is, and 
temembꝛynge what he hath ſcaped, had rather to be ſtylle 
there as he is, than to returne agayn to the. Ot trouth the 
remedyes foꝛ widowes is not to thynke of anye company 
paſted, noꝛ of the ſolytatines pzeſent, but to thinke of the 
reſt that they hope to come to. It hythervnto thou haſt be 
in peine, abidinge in thy houſe, nowe retoyce the bycauſe 
he abideth foꝛ the in his, fo: thou ſhalt be moche better en 
treated amonge the goddes, than here amonge men: 10; 
conſent not to thynke that thou haſte loſte hym all onely, 
Foꝛ ſyth we all teioyced ol his lyfe, we ate than bounde to 
wepe fo2 his dethe. The greatteſt ſorowe to a ſycke hart? 
amonge all other ſorowes is to le other teiopce, at = do 
01s 
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lours: and contrarye wyſe, the greatteſt caſe amonge all 


ues of fo:tune, is to ſee that other feleth their ſo;owe. 
that my frend wepeth foz me with his ties, and al that 


Ill 


he feleth of mp ſorowe, diſchargethe ſome what myne in⸗ 


warde peyne. The bokes in the tyme of ZAuguſte the em- 
perour ſheweth, howe as he was nere to the ryuer of Da: 
nubtus, he founde a maner of people, hauynge this cu- 
ſtome: The ſame houre whan a huſbande taketh a wyfe, 


0:4 louer, they wolde ſwere by their goddis neuer to wepe 
no: ſozowe fo2 any manet of tnfoztune, but to fozget they: 


owne pꝛopꝛe troubles, and to dye to remedye their louer, 
a ſo in lykewile eche to do with other. O gloztous wozlde, 
O right happy age, O people of cternall memoue, wher⸗ 
inthe men wereſo humble, and their louers ſoo true, that 
wolde foꝛgette their owne ſoꝛowe, and wepe foz other. O 
Rome beynge Rome: © tyme yll ſpente: O lyte yile ap⸗ 
plyed, O ſmall thoughte recheleſſe is in theſe dapes, the 
hartes pꝛeſente ſeperate from welth, and aſſured without 
remedy in euyll, that men fo:gettynge that they be men, 
tourne them ſelfe to beaſtes ? I deſire to gyue the — — | 
thou dyeſt to take a waye my lyfe : Thou wepeſt to ſe me 
laugh, and J laugh toſe the wepe. And thus without pꝛo⸗ 
fyte of any of vs we leſe, and we reiopce in leſynge of our 
ſelfe. By the la we of an honeſte man IJ were to the Laby- 
nia, if thy remedy lay in my handes, as thy ſoꝛowe dothe 
at my harte, thy pittefulle wepynges ſhoulde not hurte 
me, no: thy heuy and wofull ſolytarines of tho huſbande: 
but lithe thy remedy and mp deſire can not be accomplyl⸗ 
ſhed, and that with deathe, noz with them that be deed we 
haue no power: than remit it into the handes of the god⸗ 
dis, who can moche betterdelyuer vs than we can chuſe. 
be ſe by erpertence naturalle; that ſome ſyckenes is hea⸗ 
lid by wozdes, that be ſayd to vs, and — by —_— 


—— MARCyYSE" 
that be layde to vs, and ſome with woꝛdes do leaue othet 
medicines. J ſay this, bicauſe the hartes that be in peyne 
mad ea ſee of thaughtes, ſomtyme comfozted with bene⸗ 
fitis done ta the perſon, moze than with woꝛdes ſpoken in 
their eares: an other tyme the ſozowfull herte is moze coz 
fozted with woꝛdes of a freude than with all other ſerut- 
ces of the wozlde. O how ſozowfull am J, fo2 in alle theſe 
am J fauty, conſiderynge the highnes, of the honourable 
lady Nomayn, and thc (mal abilitie of me Marc of moũt 


Celia Jſe my ſelfe ſo vnable to comfoꝛte the, and to re- 


medythe J lacke (ubſtance, I haue made the a foze would, 
the whiche wolde be taken in wozthe. J wyll not paye the 
with ynke and paper, that whiche J may do with my per- 
ſone: fo: he that gyueth counſell with wozdes, may reme⸗ 
dy with wozkes; if he ſhewe hym ſelte a frend in tyme paſt 
nottaken-in ſuſpecte tobeanennemy in tyme to come. Tf 
thou haſt reputed me hytherto fo: thy neighbour and pa- 
rut to tn huſbande, I pꝛave the nowe to take me foz thy 
huſbande in loue, and fo: thy father in counſelle, and foz 
ſonne in ſeruice; and fo2 aduocate in the ſenate, tn ſuche 
maner that J hope thou ſhalte ſay, all that Þ haue loſte in 
many, I haue founde in Barc alone . And bycauſe that 
in greuous conflyctes,. where as crafte and ſubtyltie is 
koꝛgotten, the vnderſtandynge is altered, and the reaſone 
withdꝛawen, thanne there ts as moche neceſſitie of good 
cotinſell as of à meane remedy. Claudyne nowe deed was 
myfrende; and JMarcalyue am his, and alſo by thy de- 
ſeruynge thou mayſte commaunde me what thou wylte: 
and fo; theloue that I haue to the, thou mayſte deſp2:e of 
me any thynge nedcfull. I p:ay the eſchewe the extremite 
af the Romayne wydowes . Foz in all extremities lyethe 
the vice, fo: al ſuch wetieth them ſelfe, # anoyeth the gods 
dis, antrleſe them that be aliue, à do no pzofit to them * 
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be deed, but gyue ſuſpection to them p be il, as dib Faluia 
wife to noble Marc Mercello,ſhe ſeinge her huſband bu- 
ried in the felde of Mats, ſcratched her wiſage, and tare 
herheer, ⁊ bake her tethe, a at euery pace ſwouned a two 
ſenatoꝛs held her by the armes, bycauſe ſhe ſhuld not hurt 
het ſelfe: Thi ſaid Flauiꝰ Cenſuriꝰ, let her alone, fo2 this 
day the wil folow the tourney of widowes, ſo it was, foz 
whilesP the bones of Marcello were a bꝛeninge, ſhe was 
intreting to mary on other huſbad,x yet moze to be nated, 
one of the ſcnatours Þ'Icd her,gaue her his hande, as one 
Romain to another by porpetual matiage. This caſe was 
ſo foulc,take ⁊ of cuery ma fo2 a gret vilainte,x al the Ros 
mains there prefent were abaſhed,x were in ſuſpect neuet 
after to beleue widow in Rome. J ſaye not this Labinda, 
bycauſe thou wylt do ſo:t̃oʒ by the god Mats wert che 
hart of Marc hath ot p no ſuch ſuſpect, noꝛ thy great age 
wyll not ſuffre it, noꝛ the auctoritie of ſo ſadde a matrone 
wyll demande it. J require the ryght harttly, foꝛgette not 

the honeſtie that ought to be in a Koinayne woman, noz 

tettayte that is requiſite in a wydowe, fo2 it᷑ thau be a wi- 

dowe of ſolytarynes, that thou feleſt by him that is deed; 

than comfozt the ofthe reputation that is holden of the by 

them that be liuing. Þ wyl ſay no moꝛe to the at this time, 

but that thy renoume map beſuche with all men, to caſte 

ſuche a bʒidell vppon theym that be ylle, to cauſe them to 

be ſtil : and to them that be good to gyue them ſpurtes to 

ſcrue the. And if ye wyll thus do, take no thought fo: any 

beſynes that ye haue in the ſenate. My wyfe Fauſtin gre⸗ 

teth the, and oftentymes wepeth foz this myſaducnture . 

I ſend the money to pay thy creditours.The goddis that 

haue gyuen reſte to Claudine thy huſbande,giue comfoꝛt 

and conſolation to Labinia his wyfe. Matc ot mounte 

Cello hathwziten this wich his owne hande, 


MAN eV 
¶ A letter ſent by Marc themperour to Cyncina⸗ 
tus his frende, bycauſe he beinge a gentpl- 
man became a marchant, 
(The. vit.letter, 


—== Acc Edilis Cenſute, to the Cincinatus 
%J 4 & of Capueſcnde ſalutation foz thy pet⸗ 
ſon, foꝛce and vertue ayenſt ſiniſter foz- 
tune. Syth the feaſt Bereſctnte,moder 
oc the goddis, Jhaueſeneno ſeruaunte 
F ok chy houſe, noz letter of thy hand, that 
N haue tedde, the whiche putteth me in 
great ſuſpection of thy helthe, and that thou arte in ſome 
peryll, o: els thou diſpꝛapſeſt our amitie. Dyſchargtnge 
not thy ſelfe with foo tyttell thoughte, noꝛ foꝛgette vs not 
with ſo great recheleſnes : foxthp trauaille can not beſo 
moche tn wꝛitinge, as it ſhuld be conſolatton to me to reds 
thy letters, and if thy hande ware owe frome trauaplle 
of writynge yet enfoꝛce myn hatte foz mpn eaſe, wherin is 
femblaunt of true frendes. In that Þ wyll put the fro an- 
nopaunce, and thou to do me pleaſute: thou knoweſt wel 
the mall diſtaunce that is betwene Capue and mount Ce- 
tio, was not the cauſe of our frendeſhyppe, but the ſpace 
hens to Jilirico ſhuld not cauſe vs to be ſttaungers. The 
delycate wpnes ſent out of theyz owne countrey to ſtraun- 
gers take the gretter myght: and the ferther that the pet⸗ 
ſons of true frendes be ſepetate, the ſooner they ought to 
bnyte x ioyne to gether their myndes. Shew me J pꝛay⸗ 
Cyncinate, ſyth thou haſt euer founde me true, why haſte 
thou any ſuſpecte of my deſpre! The grene leues outward 
ſhewethe, that the tree is not de inwarde : and the good 
werkes openly notifieth the in warde hart ſecretly. Where 
it is not petfite, there is alwaps bzeakyng and 1 in 
crupce: 
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ſeruice:foꝛ he that pet fytip loueth, perpetually and fayth- 
fully ſetueth. Ind J am as moche aſtonied of thy ſlouth, 
in demaundynge ſomwhat of me, as ot thy couwatdpſe to 
wute. I wyl conkeſſe to the one trouthe, if thou haddeſte 
as moche hardyncs as wyll and thought of the [malle cf- 
fecte of mp letter mpght ſatiſtpe tothe greatenes of thyn 
vnderſtandynge, it ſhulde abyde than foz yll done, but not 
fo: ſhozte, as he that throweth his ſpeate. In tyme paſte 
whan J was ponge, 4 thou olde, thou in thy counſayles, 
J wich my money eche gaue to other ; but at this houre 
that thy heed is whyte, men reken the to be olde,x pet thy 
wozkes accuſe the to be yonge , Keaton ts that I ſuccour 
thy poucrtie with money, ⁊ to remedy thy lyghtenes with 
councell, For the good wpll that J haue to the and foz the 
lawe of amitie that J owe to the, Þ wyll aduertiſe the as 
a vertuous man ought to do, and that is to remembeethe 
benefites that he hath recepucd, and to foꝛget the intuties 
done to hym: eſteme moche his owne ſmalle power, and 
holde the greatnes of other at nothyng :fauour the good, 
and diſſimule with the euyll: be great with the greatteſt, 
and commumcable with your infcriours : pꝛeſentlpe doo 
good dedes, and alſo of them that be abſent ſpcake good 
woꝛdes: The greuous lofles of foztune, holde theym in 
ſmall eſtimation, and the ſmall loſſe of honour, holde that 
in great eſtimation, foꝛ one thynge aduenture not money, 
and fo2 dyuers Doubtfull aduenture not a certaintie: and 
finally be frende to one and ennemie to none. Theſe thin⸗ 
ges ought he to haue, that amonge good wpl be accomp⸗ 
ted good. { knowe well thou haſt ſeft to be pꝛetout ofthe 
barre, and nowe thou haſte ſette thy ſelfe by lande and by 
ſee to vſe marchandyſe. Thou makeſt me ſoze abaſhed, to 
tonquere thyn enmies as a Romayn,andnowe to take on 

the the olkice, to perſecute thy frendes as a tyꝛant. Wylte 
Hh. iii. thou 
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moderation, a fro them that be ſobꝛe take awapy their reſte! 
' common welth, and not defender of thy countray . Than 


. great honour, and nowe to take on the an office, wherby 
foloweth ſo moche ſhame and rebuke. Durelye J thynke 


-—g moment. Fo: the goddes permyt that one ſhall be a cha 
/ , Ciſement ot diuers, and longe tyme chaſtiſeth all. Howe 
is it my frende Cyncynate, that in the houſe of thy father 
Cincinate were ſpeares, and not wzitynges hanginge J 


it is now the denne of theues. O Cincinate, curſed be ſoil; 
layn an office, the marchatis liue pozely to die ryche : ala 


MAR 
thou do vll to thy nepghbours, and leaue the ſtraungers! Jis) 
wylt thou take awap the lyuynge fro hym that gyueth vs I be 
iiutng,xrake away the deth fro him that takith away our I wx 
life? wilt thou to thein that be mouers and ſtrangers giue Þ thi 


Thou wylt gyae to them that take away fro vs, and take 
fro them that gyue vs:delyucr them that be condempned, 
and condempne innocentes . Thou wplt be tiraunt to the 


ſitheto all this he aducutureth hym that leaueth dedes of 
armes, and becometh a marchaunte : J ſtudy ſooze what 
hath meued the to leaue chiualrie, wherin thou haſte had 


in the none other excuſe, but that thou art olde, and canſte 
not clymbe the mountapnes, and nowe thou ſytteſte ſtylle 
and robbeſt the playns. To olde men olde malady, whan 
outwarde fo:ce fayleth theym, than foꝛʒth wich they arine 
them with malyce inwarde. J lay it by the ſoze couetouſe 
perſons as thou art now. One thinge J wyl ſay, thou hal 
taken an office, wherby al thy felowes haue robbed in dy⸗ 
uers days, thou ſhalte gyue occompt therof in one houre, Fi 
ve and after the tyme ſhall come, that thou ſhalt leſe alli 


-  baueſenchts halle full ofarmure, and not of fardels:and 
2) poztall and gates ful of knightes,4 not marchantis , Cet⸗ 
tapnlythetre haue J ſene the (cole of noblenes, and not asſcheit 
lth 
| rf 
vs (ap ageyn, curled be it, bycauſe the couetpſe of n cal 
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ispll, wolde de accomplyſſhed to the pzetudice of many ỹ 
be good. Þ wyll not hurte the by thy pꝛedeceſſouts, dut | 
wyl aduertiſe the of thy myſetie and of thy ſucceſſours. At 
thou thinkeſt, p thy vertue ſhulde holde to the ende of the 
wo:lde, as the wozlde holdeth to the, as it ſemethe by thy 
white heares, holde me excuſed of the trauayll in perſwa⸗ 
dynge the to here me. How be it, it is teſon that the gate of 
ſo great a cauſe be knocked at with the hamer of ſom war⸗ 
nyng,x to bzing it to good reſon, of neceſſitie it muſt paſſe 
the mylle: and to make clere the vnderſtanding from tyme 
totyme, of very nede there requireth counſel , Diuers ty⸗ 
mes wiſe men fayle bicauſe they wold fayle, but if the thin 
ges be of ſuche qualtte, that wiſedom ſuffiſeth not to aſ- 
ſure them, than it is nedeful, that his wyll be vntied, aud 
his vnderſtandinge diſſolued, and his owne pꝛopze opy⸗ 
mon voyde, and than incontynente to take a thꝛede tothe 
aduyſe of an other. Take good hede Cincinate, whice as 
the folidations be not wel edifted, the buildynges at in pe 
tyl. The dongeon of this wozld, wherin we childzen of va 
nitte do abyde, is founded on the ſande. Foz let it be ne⸗ 
let ſo ſumptuous, yet a lyttell blaſte of wynde wyll cauſe 
itto ſhake, anda lyttell heate of pꝛoſpetitie wyl open it, 
and a lyttel rayne of aducrſitie wylle diuide it, and with⸗ 
ina ſhoꝛt whyle o2 ſpace, whan weleaſt take hede, it wylle 
falle al latte on the erth. It the pillers be of ſyluer, and 
denches of gold, and though the benchers be kynges, and 
continue a thouſand pere, # rule into the entraples of the 
erthe : yet they can fynde no ſtedfaſte rocke noz mottayne, 
bherin to clooſe the goodes of their pꝛedeceſſours, and 


and not asgcheit eſtates perpetual. The goddis tmmoztal haue made 


ed be ſo bi 
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of one tha 
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ul thinges comunicable to mne moztal, except imortalite!X 
rfoze they be called imoztal, bicauſe they neuer dy, we 


called moztal and failynge, bicauſe we al take an : — 
Jo 


MARCYEYT 
Howe ſironge ſo euet the walles be, yet great age cauleth 
it to falle to rutue. Two thinges lemeth to be fte, the whi⸗ 
che foꝛtune can not ſet abacke,noz the tyme cauſe to be fo 
gotten, a they be theſe: The good oz vll tenoume amonge 
men and the peyne 02 te warde that they that be good 0; 
plle haue ofthe goddis. O my frende Cincinate, thus a - 
cheueth the perſoncs, but the goddis neuer. What grene 
oꝛ type oz rotten holdeth any ſeaſon the fruyte of the tree 
toured! J eſteme it nothinge bycauſe it muſte dye by na⸗ 
ture. Bowe be it dpuers tymes in leaues and flowzes we 
beate the froſt of ſome malady, oz the blaſt of ſome enuy- 
ous myſhappe. Longe is the webbe in making: but that 
is made in many days, is cut a ſondet in a mament:De1in 
blably it is a pitous thinge to ſe a man dye wich ſo greate 
trauaple, and to be ſette in the ſtate of honour, and after 
whan we, neyther regardynge the one noz the other, and 
pet we ſe it periſh, And without any memoꝛie of any thing 
abidinge. O my frende Cincinate, fo2 the loue betwene 
bs I pꝛay the, and by the immoztal goddes J conture the, 
beleue not the woꝛlde the whiche vnder the colour ok a ly⸗ 
telle golde hydeth moche fylthynes, and vnder colour of 
trouthe chaungeth vs into a. M. lyes, and fo2 a ſhoꝛt de: 
Iyte gyueth vs a. M. diſpleaſures.Tothem whom it ſhe: 
weth moſte loue, it begileth with greatteſt tromperies : to 
whom the wozlde giueth moſte goodes, it pꝛocutethe mol 
domages: to them that ſerueth it with mockeries, hit re- 
wardeth with true recompences : and to them that loue it 
truly, it giueth them goodes of mockeries: finally whan 
we ſlepe mooſte ſuteſt, it waketh vs with greatte perylle. 
What wylte thou ſay than of the wonlde, ſhewe me ? One 
thynge | wplle tell the, and me thintze thou ſhuldeſte not 
foꝛgette it: and that is, men oughte not belete the vapne 


vanites that we le with our cies, rather than the greatte 
mcr- 
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meruayles that we here with out eres. One thing J haue 
regarded, and by longe experience J haue knowen it that 
but a fewe houſes papnted noz ſtalkes reyſcd bp we haue 
ſene in Rome: but of a ſmall tyme they take noo thoughts 
fo: the walles, but they haue cruclle enmities with they? 
neyghbours, and great anoye of their heires, and impoz- 


tunate ſhame of they: frendes, and double malyce of their 


ennemics, and enuyous pꝛoufite in Þ ſenat, ⁊ ſomtyme to 
put a gouernour out of poſſeſſion they ſet foure in honor: 
and finally all that with great thought haue be gathered 
fo: theyʒ chylde, whom they loue wel with great teſt ſome 
time an other heite eniopeth it ot᷑ whom they thinke leeſt. 
It is a iuſte ſentence, that ſuche as begyle dyuers with yl 
dedes in their lyfe,ſhuld be begiled of theyꝛ vayn though⸗ 
tes at their deth. Cruel ſhulde the goddis be, and ryghte 
greuous foʒ men to ſuffte, that the yll that hath gathered 
fo: one heite in the pꝛeiudice of dyuers be good, ſhoulde 
entoye it many yeres. Me thinke it ſhulde be a ſouerayne 
foly to be bozne wepynge, to dye ſighynge, and to lyue 
laughynge. The rule co gouerne all partes ought to be e⸗ 
gall. O Cincinate, who hath begyled the, that foz a potte 
full of water, thou haſte nede of a greatte laake of this 
woꝛlde to paſſe this wꝛetched Iyfe?wylt thou flee away the 
ſkynne of thy handes with the corde of thoughtes, bꝛeake 
thy body in batayle with greate trauaple and aduenture 
thyn honour fo: one potte of water: What wylte thou 
moe that I ſhulde ſay : but that to fyl a potte of thy goo⸗ 
des thou wylt ſuffre a. M. perylles. And in the vyle ercr- 
cyſinge of thy marchandyſe, thou doubtelt not fo: leſing 
of thy credence, And fynally J ſweare to the, thou ſhalte 
abyde deed fo: thutſte, as though there were no water in 
the feldes. If thou wylt do by my counſapyle, deſyte death 
ofthe goddes, to reſte the as an aged wyſe man : and de⸗ 
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maunde not rycheſſe to lpue yll as a yonge foole. F hane 
ſoze wepte fo2 many, that Þ haue ſeen in Rome departed 
out of this wozlde, and fo: the J haue wepte dropppes of 
bloude, to ſe the returne newly x vplely to the woꝛlde. My 
ainytie and the credite of the ſenate, the bloud of thy pꝛe⸗ 
deceſlouts, the auctozitie of thy petſon, and the honour of 
the countrey ought to refrapne thy coueptouſeneſſe. Oh 
rende, thy whyte heares ſheweth honour and wyſedome, 
the whiche ſhuld ererciſe and be occupied in noble dedes. 
Regarde, it auapleth moꝛe to folowe reaſon by the wapes 
of them that be good, than the comyn opinion, whiche is 
the large way ok theym that be yll. Foz thoughe the oue 
be ſtrayte fo: the fete, it reſeth no duſte foꝛ to blynd the ct: 
es as the other dooth, to lyght ponge perſonnes, whiche 
pꝛocute lyghtneſſe: ygnoraunce ercuſcth theym, but the 
diſoꝛdinate couetiſe ofthe olde perſones cauſeth theym to 
occupye they: Iyfe with trauayle, and to take deathe with 
great anoyaunce, and in the one as welle as in the other 
abydeth greatte inkamy. O Cincinate take this counſell 
ok a frende: Charge not thy ſclfe with takinge of theſe 
vayne goodes, ſith thou haſte ſo ſmalle a mozſcile of thy 
Iyfe . Fo: ſuche as thou arte, we ſe conſume, and walte, 
and not to quicken: put no truſt iu frendes in the pꝛeſente 
pꝛoſperitie, fo2 it ts a pzonoſtication of an euylle foztune, 
And ſithe thou arte in a haſatde lyke a foole, me thynke 
thou oughteſt to dilcende a fote lyke a ſage perſone. Ind 
thus euery man wyll ſaye, howe Cincynate is diſcended 
and not fallen: J wyll ſay no moꝛe, but the goddes be thy 
ſauegarde, and defende bothe the aud me from gylckulle 
foztune.My wife Fauſtine ſaluteth the, and ſhe is with- 
dra wen from me bycauſe J wzote this letter to the, and 
hath contured me to wzite this wozde to the, that is, ſhe 
ſaythe thou oughteſte to haue witte when thy necke is ” 
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ofheare, and J thynke thou oughteſte in continente to 
take a barber ⁊ ſhaue awap the heare, that thy wytte may 
come fozth. I wolde thy couetyſe ſhoulde fozſake the, and 
folye Fauſtin, and the gowte me, # the ſooner our ſoules 
may departe fro our fleſhe, than gile ſhuld remapne in our 
hartes. arc of moũt Celio wziteth this with his hande. 


¶ Iletter ſente fro Barc the emperour to Catulus 
cenſoʒius, that was ſozowful foz the deth 

of his ſonne Ueriſſimus. 

— The. viii. letter. 

As Arc cenſore newe and yonge,ſalute and reue- 
| rence to the Catulus cenſoꝛius olde and aun- 
Ane I haue watten two letters to the and 
A thou haſte made aunſ were to none of theym. 
Jf it be — thou couldeſt not, J holde my peace: Ie 
it be bycauſe thou woldeſt not, than J complayne me: 
it be foz foꝛgetfulnes, than I accuſe the: Jfit be bycauſe 
thou ſetteſte lyttelle by me, than J appcale the: If thou 
haſte dreamed, that thou haſte wzytten, J ſaye beleue not 
in dreames: A nd if thou wylte not it chulde vaple to glo⸗ 
ryfpe me as a ftende, vet thou mighteſt take it write in ad⸗ 
uertiſinge à repꝛeuynge as the father to the ſon, Yong ver 
tuous perſons are bounde to honour auncient wile men, 
#noleſſe old wyſe men ought to endoctrine the yong peo⸗ 
ple and very yonge, as J ant. A iuſte thynge it is, that the 
new foꝛces of youth ſupply #ſerue them that are wozne by 
age. Foz they; longe experience mocketh our tender age a 
natural ignozance. youth is yl applied, when it ſurmoteth 
the fo:ce of the body, faylleth the vertues of the ſoule : # 
age is honozed, wherin the fo:ce dyeth outwarde, wherby 
vertues quickneth the moꝛe inward. we may ſe the tre whe 
the frutte is gadered the leues kal, and when flowers dry, 
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than moꝛe grene and perfyte are the rotes. J meane that 
whan the firſt ſcſon of youth is paſſed, whiche is the So⸗ 
mer tyme, than cometh aege called wynter, and putrifieth 
the fruite of the kleſhe, and the leaues of fauour falle and 
the floures of delyte are wyddered, à the vynes of hope 
dꝛied outwarde, than it is right, that moche better the ro- 
tes of good wozkes within be good. They that be old and 
auncient ought to p:ayle their good werkes rather than 
their white hearcs. Foz honour ought to be gyuen foꝛ the 
good lyfe, and not fo: the whyte heade. Gloꝛyous is that 
common welthe, and fo:tunate is that pʒince, that is loꝛd 
ofyonge men to trauayle, and ancient perſons to coũcell. 
As to regard the ſuſteynyng of the naturalitie of the life , 
in lykewiſe ought to be conſpdered the polycie of gouer: 
naunce, the whiche is that al the fruites come noz dꝛie not 
al at oncs, but whan one beginneth an other fayleth. And 
in this maner ye that be auncient teachynge vs, and we 
obedient, as olde fathers and yonge pullettes, beinge in 

the neſte of the ſenate : Of ſome their fethers fallyng , and 

other yonge fetheted: and where as the olde fathers can 

not flye, their trauayles are maynteyned by their tender 

chyldꝛen. Frende Catulus, J purpoſed not to wzite one 

Iyne this yere, bycauſe my penne was troubled with thy 

ſlouthe: but the ſmalleneſſe of my ſptrite, and the greate 

peryl of myn offices always called on me to demande thy 

counſell. This pꝛiuilege the olde wile men holde in their 

houſes where they dwelle : They are alwayes loꝛdes ouet 

them that be ſpmple,and are ſclaues to them that be wyſe. 

FJ thynke thou haſte foꝛgotten me, thinkynge that ſythe 

the dethe of my dere ſonne Ueriſſimus, thetyme hath ben 

ſo longe, that I ſhulde foꝛgette it, Thou haſt occaſion to 

thynke ſo, fo: many thynges renncth in tyme, that reaſon 
can not helpe. But in this caſe I can not tel whiche is — 
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gratteſt, thy trumperie oz my dolour. J ſweare to the by 
the goddis immoꝛtall, that the hungry wozmes in the en⸗ 
trayles of the vnhappy chylde, are not ſo puiſant, as are 
the cruell dolours in the harte ofthe father ſ02e wounded. 
And it is no compariſon, fo2 the ſon is deed but one tyme, 
t p; heuy father dieth eucry moment. vohat wilt thou moze 
that I ſhulde ſap? but that one ought to haue enuy of his 
deth, # compaſlio of my lyfe, bicauſe in dienge heliucth,x 
in lyuinge J dye. In yl foztunes in caſe of Iyfe,+in p ſub- 
tyl aduerſites of foztune, where as her gyles p2ofiteth but 
Iyttell, and her ſtrength leſſe, Þ thinke the beſte remedye 
is to fele it as a man, and diſſimule it as diſcrete and wile. 
It alle thinges as they be felte at harte ſhulde be ſhewed 
out warde with the tonge, J thinke that the wyndes ſhuld 
bꝛeake the harte with ſighinges, and water alle the erthe 
with wepynge. O if the cozpozall cies ſawe the hurte of 
p hart with a true woũd J were to the, there they ſhuld ſe 
moze of a dꝛoppe of bloudde ſweatynge within, thanne all 
the wepynge that is made out warde. There is nocompa- 
tyſon of the great dolours of the bodye, to the leeſt peyne 
that the ſpirite feleth. Foz all trauayle ot the body, menne 
maye fynde ſome remedy, but if the heuy hart ſpeake, it is 
not harde: if it wepe, it is not ſene: it it complapne, hit is 
not beleued. What ſhall the pooze harte do? Abhozre the 
lyke, wherwith it dieth: 4 deſire deth, wher with it lyueth. 
The high vertues amonge noble vertuous people conſp⸗ 
ſtethe not al only to ſuffre the paſſions of the body, but al- 
ſo to diſſimule them of the ſo wle. They be ſuche that alter 
the humours, and ſhewe hit not outwarde: They bzinge 
a feuer withoute alterynge the poulce: They alter the 
ſtomate: They make vs to kucle to the crthe, to ſuffer the 
water vp to the mouth, + to take death with out leauynge 
of the lyfe: And fynally they lengthe our lyfe, to thentente 
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that we ſhulde haue the moze trauaylle, and denyethe vs} ,, 
our ſepulture, to thentente that we ſhulde not reſt vs. fa 
But conſideringe, tf I be troubled with tribulations,as} th 
well am J lette with coſolations. Foz euer J haue eytherf ;, 
deſpꝛe of the one, oꝛ werynes of the other. Ftake this 1 
remedye to diſſimule with the tongue, and to wepe with E 
the cies, and to fele it with my harte. J paſſe my lyfe, as} 9. 
be that hopethe to leſe all that he hathe and neuer to reco ge 
uer that is loſt: I ſay this, though ye ſe me not now make ] 
funerall wepynges and waplynges, as J dyd at the dethſ fe 
of my ſonne, yet thynke not but it doth bzenne my harte, ſo to 
that with the inwarde greatte heate is conſumed the hu p 
myditie of the eies outwarde, foz it bzennethe all my (py fe 
rites inwarde. Thou mayſte knowe what an honouta- 1. 
ble father ſuſtrethe to leſe a good chylde: In all chyngesF| g, 
the goddes be lyberall, excepte in gyuynge vs vertuous tyt 
chyldꝛen : Where there is aboundaunce of great eſtates 4, 
there is greatteſt ſcarſitie of good inheritours . It is af mo 
great hurte to here, and greatter to ſee, how theſe fathers 
clyme to haue ryches, and to ſee their chyldꝛen diſcende toF jn 
haue vycyouſenes: To ſee the fathers honour they2 chyl-,,q 
dzen, and the chyldren to infame their fathers , yea andſ on 
the fathers to gyue relt to their chyldzen, and the childꝛen yz 
to gyue trouble to their olde fathers, yea and ſometymeſ hig 
the faders dye fo: ſoꝛowe that theyz chyldzen dye ſo ſoone han 
and we ſe the chyldꝛen wepe bycauſe theyr fathers dye ſoa tog 
late. What ſhulde J ſaye moze, but that the honour ang the; 
ryches that the fathers haue pꝛocuted with gret thoughtſage 
the chyldꝛen loſe with lyttell care. Jam certayne of onef ple. 
thynge, that the fathers may gather ryches with ſtrengehlgod 
and crafce, to ſuſteyne they chyldzen, but the goddes willhy}, 
not haue durable that that is begon with euyll intention to a, 
and is founded to the pꝛeiudice of other, and is * f tis 
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e. And though the heuy deſten 
fader permit, that the riches be left to there — lerns 
them in all thetr vices fo2 they; paſtyme, at laſt accoꝛding 
to their merytes, the goddes wyl that the heyre # heretage 
ſhulde peryſhe. Marke what J ſaye, J had two ſonnes 
Comode ⁊ the pꝛince Ueriſſimus, the ponger is deed, that 
was greateſt in vertue. Al way J imagined, that while the 
good liued, J ſhuld be pooze: a nowe that Þ yl remaineth 
Ithinke to be ryche. J ſhall ſhew the why, the goddes are 
ſo pyteful,that to a poozefather they neuer giue pl child: x 
to a riche father they neuer giue a good child. And as in al 
pꝛolperite alway there falleth ſome ſineſter foꝛtune, eyther 
ſoone 0: late, ſo ther with foꝛtune doth atme # apparel vs 
wherin ſhe leeth we ſhal fal to out gretteſt hurt. And ther⸗ 
foze the goddes permit, that the couetous faders in gade⸗ 
tynge with great trauayle ſhuld die with that hurt, to leue 
their riches to their vicious childze yll implied. wepe as 
moch foz my chyld ỹ the goddes haue left me, as fo: him þ 
they haue taken fro me. Fo2 the ſmall eſteme of hym that 
liucth maketh immoztall memozy of him vᷣ is deed. The yl 
teſt x cõuerſaciõ of them that liue, cauſe vs to ſyghe foz the 
company of them that be deed , The yll is al waye deſyred 
fo: his ilnes to be deed, # the good al way meriteth to haue 
his deth bewayled. J ſay mp frend Catulus, I thought to 
haue loſt my wit, wha J ſawe my ſon Ueriſſime die: but 
toke comfozt ayen:fo2 eythet he of me, oꝛ J of hym mult le 
heende.Coſideringe v the goddes did but lend him to me 
a gaue him not, + how they be inheriters a J to haue the 
ble of the fruit. For al thing is meſured by the tuſt wil ol ð 
goddes, a not by our diſoꝛdinate wils x appetites. Þ think 
han they toke away from me my childe, J reſtored him 
0an other, and not that they haue taken myne. But ſith 
tis the wyll ofthe goddes to gyue ref} to the good childe, 
and 


a 
Sd or lo 


. 
2232 « a 
-. er Aras 5 


—— 


2 


. —_— 


— 
* 
* 


. | * _ . — 
wa , . vw” 3.7 * 
N 4. — 4 3 — 
n - --” — 1 , — — = * 
« . 27 * 28 _ - * 7 _ * 2 ” 4 5 = 
, — 1 4, a — . : ” 
* : 4 - 0 —_— ” a I = 4 
" - _ by . * 4 ©. 3 N — 


4 


” "x 


an Tf. Apa 
— 


—ͤ— — 2 * —— 1 


n * £ 


= — = Le 
_— RI, 


— — 8 
8 1 


MARCVS 


and hurte the father bycauſe he is yll, J yelde thankes to 
them: fo; the ſeaſone that they haue ſuffred me to enioye 
his lyfe : Ind fo2 the pactence that I haue take fo: his de: 
the, J deſyre them to inptigate therwith the chaſtiſemente 
of their yꝛe. And J deſyre, ſythe they haue taken awaye 
the lyfe fro this chylde, to cauſe good cuſtomes to be in 
the pꝛynce myn other lonne. J knowe what heupneſſe 
thou haſt take in Rome foz my ſoꝛowe. J pꝛape to the god⸗ 
des to ſende the toy, of thy chyldzen, a that J may reward 
the with ſome ioye, fo: that thou haſte wept fo2 my peyne, 
My wyfe Fauſtyne ſalutcth the: and thou woldeſte haue 
copaſſion to ſe het: Fo: ſhe wepeth with her eyes, x ſygh⸗ 
eth with her harte, and with her handes hurteth her [clfe, 
and curſeth with her tonge. She eateth nothynge on the 
daye,no: ſlepeth in the nyghte. She loueth derkenes and 
abho:reth lyght, and therof J haue no meruaple : fo it is 
reaſone, that fo: that was nouriſhed in her entrayles, ſhe 
ſhulde fele ſoro we in the ſame. And the loue of the mother 
is ſoo ſttonge thoughe her chylde be deed and layde in ſe⸗ 
pulture, vet alwayes ſhe hath hym quycke in her herte. It 
is à general rule, that the perſon that is enterly beloued, 
cauſeth euer great grefe at the deth. And as foz me J paſle 
the lyfe ryghte ſozowfully:thoughe IJ ſhewe a toyful face, 
pet Þ want myꝛth at my harte. And amonge wyſe men be: 
ynge ſoꝛowkull, and ſhewynge they: faces mery, is none 
other thynge but burienge the quycke hauynge no ſepul⸗ 
tute. And J (weare by the goddes immoztal J fele moche 
moꝛe than J haue ſayd. And dyuers tymes me thyiake J 
ſhuld fal downe, bycauſe J date not wepe with myn eies, 
pet J tele it inwardely. J wolde fayne comyn with the in 
dyuets thynges. Come J pꝛape the to Bꝛyette, to thetent 
that we maye ſpeake together. And ſythe it hathe pleaſed 
the goddes to take my chyld fro me, that J loued ſo = 
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JI wolde councell with the that arte my louyng rend. But 
fewe dayes palled there came hyther an amballadour fro 
the Rodes, to whome J gaue the mooſte parte of mp hoz- 
ſes:+fro the koꝛtheſt part of Spayne there were bzought 
me.viti. of whiche J lende the. titt. J wolde they were ſus 
che as myghte pleaſe the. The goddes be thy ſafegarde, 
and ſende me and my wyfe ſome toye . Marcus Aurelius 
tight ſ0zowfull hath wziten this with his owne hande. 


C.. Iletter ſente by Marc the emperour to 
Marcurino being at Sannye now 
called Benauente, 
The. tr. letter. 


il ſpecialle frende and auncyente com- 
& > & panion, a meſſager of thyne, x a lackey 
ot mpne wente out to gether at Capue, 
the one bare inp deſyze and affection to 
the, and the other bꝛoughte a letter to 
me. And if thou loke well, thou mayſte 
EPR [cp harte as full of thoughtes,as I le 
thy letter full of complayntes. Thou doſt ſend to coumfozt 
me in my feuert tercyan, I thanke the greately therof,and 
hit is come in a good ſeaſon, Fo: the goynge of the feuer 
out of my poulſe, and the toye of thy letter to my ſpitite is 
all one. And ſurelye if this caſe be lefte in my hande, and 
that my feuer retourne not, than thy conſolatis ſhal ſerue, 
Lo beholde the meſery of man that pꝛeſumethe to take a 
way realmes from other, ⁊ yet can not take the feuert oute 
of my bones. Thou knoweſt well, that we loue togeder, 
and ofa longe ſeaſon thyne amyte hath truſted in me. My 
trouthe byndethe me, that thyne ylles ſhoulde be myne, 
and my goodes thyne. And there is loue, mer — 
| 6 0 
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two bodyes ſeperate, a but one harte together. And there 
is but a byttet loue, where the hartes be as ferre aſonder, 
as the ſtraungenes of they: perſones. Take hede J pzaye 
the, that our loue be not inuenimed with vnkyndes , noz 
our remembzaunce enpoyſoned with ſmalle thoughtes, 
and J being an other then thou arte here, a thou being a- 
nother than J ain there in maner that myne abſence with 
thy pꝛeſence, a my pꝛeſence with thy abſence may ſpeke to 
gether. Thy meſſager hath chewed me the loſſe of thy goo- 
des, and by thy letter J knowe the anguyſſhe of thy per- 
ſonne. Ind it hath ben ſhewed me, that thou haſte Hadde 
a ſhyppe peryſhed, and that thy factours lyke wyſe men, 
to ſaue they: perſonnes dydde throwe thy marchandiſe in 
to the ſee . Me thynke thy ſhyppe hathe caſed the of thy 
charge. But J thynke,as it ſemeth by the, they threw not 
ſo many fardels in to the ſee, as thoughtis into thy harte. 
And accozdynge as thou were befoze, I ſhoulde be moze 
bounde to ſerche fo2 thy leade and tynne, thanne foz thy 
hatte. Thy leade is ſonken to the bottume, but thy coun: 
ſclle is ſpꝛede abzode ouer all the wozlde . Jf thou Chul- 
deſte nowe dye, and thy bodpe be opened, of trouthe J 
thynke, that thy hart ſhuld be rather found dꝛowned with 
thy leade, than alyue with thy bodye. O Mercurius , at 
this houre thou feleſte no malady of any feuer tercian, as 
Adu fo: the harte of thy bodpe, and the dolour of thy 

pitite cauſeth the to haue a quartayne. Ind this eupll is 
not in the body, but in the ſhyppe, nat on the erthe, but in 
the ſee: Not with phiſicions, but philoſophers. I councel 
the to ſeke helth ; Foz there thy lyfe is dzawned where thy 
leade is ſonken. Be not angrye, fo2 thoughe thou halle 
not thy lead with the,thy lead hath the with it.Ofte times 
auatice ſeketh out the auaricyous, and ſomtyme the aua⸗ 
ricious ſeke auatice. It is ſhewed me, thou arte ſozy , ke 
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cauſe thy domage can haue no remedye: # doeſt thou not 
know, that where no remedy is, thou oughteſt to take pa⸗ 
cience : O Mercurius, nowe thou knoweſt, þ whan thou 
diddeſte aduenture thy goodes to the ſuſpecious rockes, 
and thy deſyzes to the depe wawes of the ſee and thy cou- 
tagious auarice to the tmpoztunate wyndes,x thy leed to 
ſtraunge waters, and as toyous and deſirous as thy fa- 
ctours went fozth in truſte of wynninge, as moche nowe 
thou arte ſure of the loſſe:and thus ts thy deſiredrowned, 
and thy hope ſcaped. Doeſt thou not remembze, that So⸗ 
crates caſtinge in to the ſee not leade but golde, not a ly⸗ 
tell, but a great deale, not goodes of other mennes, but of 
his owne, not by foꝛtune, but by his wyſedome, ſayinge, 
J wyll dzowne theſe gylefull richeſſes, to thentente that 
they (hall not drowne me: but J thinke if a man ſhoulde 
ſee the do (oo, he ſhoulde here the ſaye: O my ſwete ty 
cheſſes, Þ had rather dzowne my ſelfe than other ſhoulde 
dzowne you? This aunciente wiſe man durſte not truſte 
in golde, and thou wilte truſte on leade : caſte lottes a- 
monge your goddis, he of Athenes and thou of Rome, 
Whiche of you hathe moſt failed oz elles is moſt aſſured? 
he that caſte his golde from the erthe into the ſee, 02 thou 
that woldeſt bzynge thy leade out ol the lee vpon the erth⸗ 
1 knowe that the aunciente Romayns wil ſay it is he, and 
the pzccent couetous folke will ſaye, it is thy ſelfe , and 
thinke in this thou art diſpꝛaiſed in the pꝛayſe therof , # 
diſp:aiſed is alowed ofall men. Thy meſſager told me, 
thou were righte ſozie and heuy, x crieſt out in the nyght, 
callinge on the goddis, + wakeſt thy netghbours, coplat- 
nyng on foztune. J am ſoze diſpleaſed fo; thy heuines, bi⸗ 
cauſc ſo20w is nexte frende to thy ſolitarines, enmie to 
copany, # heire of deſperation. Þ am ſozy fo: thy crienges 
in the night: foz it induleth foly.Foz oy 4-08 Wr 
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alle the wozlde with derknes, thou alone wylte diſcouet 
thy hart with crienges. Jam not pleſed, that thou calleſte 
vpon the goddes, bycauſe they haue taken ſome thyng fro 
the: bycauſe thou were aloft, they haue bzought the lower: 
Noꝛ J ain not pleaſed, that thou awakeſt thy neighbours 
fo: thy ryches that cauſed them to enuye the, thy pacience 
ſhuld moue them to cõpaſſion. Noꝛ J am not cotent, that 
thou ſhuldeſt ſo complayn on foztune, foꝛ the thyng ſo wel 
knowen of many, ſhulde not be infamed by one alone. O 
Mercurius remcb:e, Þ with the, with whom truce is take, 
thou wylt entre agayn in to the keld of defiace. We vnbed 
a thou wylt ſpend thy ſperes. Thou neuer cameſt into the 
felde, and pet thou woldeſte enioy the triumphe. Al be ſtop 
ped, a thou woldeſt paſſe ſurely, Thou peldeſt thy ſelfe to 
foztune : and doeſt thou not knowe, how ſhe beteth down 
the hygh walles, and defendethe the olde roten houſes, 4 
peopleth where there lacketh people, # bnpeopleth where 
as people be? Ok enmpes ſhe maketh frendes, and of fre- 
des enmyes, and diſpoileth the vanquiſhers, 4 crowneth 
them that be ouercome. Of traptours ſhe makethe trewe 
men, and trewe men ſhe maketh ſuſpecte perſonnes . Ind 
fynally foztune is ſuche a mayſtreſſe, that ſhe rulethe real⸗ 
mes, ouercommeth armes, beateth downe kynges, eral- 
teth tpꝛauntes, to the deed gyueth lyfe, and to ſomme rc- 
noume, and to ſomme ſhame, vohy ſtyckeſt thou to her; 
Doeſt thou not remembze the woꝛde that the kynge of the 
Lacedemontens hadde at his gate, ſayenge, This is the 
houſe of the puttynge downe of foztune . In good ſoothe 
theſe were hyghe wozdes and of greatte vnderſtandynge, 

he knewe foꝛtune moche better than thou,ſith he rekeneth 

his houſe at foztunes diſpoſitions, and not foz enheritice, 

and ik he hadde loſte any thynge, as thou haſte doone, he 

thoughte that ſhe reſtozed it to other as theyzs, and = 
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not takenhis . Reaſon holdethe confidence to argue thy 
treaſon by that ſhe depoſeth the fro thy heyghte to be an 
heriter : toʒ he that lyueth heryteth deathe, and not death 
the lyfe, fo2 all dpeth, and it heryteth al in they; life. Wylt 
thou take vengeance of that hath giuen the ſo moch pein! 
Therfoze take this councel : be frende tofoztunes enmp, 
the whiche is the graue: Oucr them that bs bozne, # not 
oucr them that dyeth is her empyte. © howe many great 
loꝛdes haue ben the thoughtes ot thy harte ſoo as many 
wozmes ſhalbe in thyn entraples ! vohat greatter bictory 
maye be, than ſhe that ouercomethe al lyuers,ſhalbe van- 
quyſhed of the all onely by dethe. J ſay one thinge to the, 
that all onely he that is cloſed in his graue, is aſſured of 
all thynges of this Ipyfe . Thy meſſager ſhewed me, that 
this ſommer thou woldeſt come to Rome, and no we that 
hit is wpnter, thou wylte ſayle in toFlerandzye. O my 
frende Mercurio, whan thy lyfe dra weth to an ende, thon 
begynneſt to be auatitious. Thou ſhalt fynd* two cities 
in this wozlde in two extremytes, Nome the heed of vice, 
and Fleraundry the ende of all vertues. J ſay of thy mer- 
cthaundyſle, in Rome thou dooſte charge thy bodye with 
vices, and in Alexandrys thy hatte with thoughtes . J 
(were by the othe of a tuſt man, that thou ſhalt haue moze 
deſyze of that thou leaueſt, then contentation of that thou 
beareſt away. Thou remembzeſte not, howe it is wynter, 
and thou muſte paſſe the ſee, and but i the pylotes lye to 
me, the calme ſeaſon mooſte ſure ts the vygill of the moze 
bnfoztunc. Thou wyltſaye, thy ſhyppes be boyde, a ther⸗ 
foe they ſhall goo moze ſurely , J beleue they ſhall goo 


eth moe charged with auarice, tha they ſhal come with ſilke. 


O what a good chaunge ſhall it be, it the auarice of Ita⸗ 
ly myghte be chaunged fo; ſylke of Alerandzy . J knowe 
ſurely thepz ſyltze wyll lade a ſhyppe, * w auarice — 
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lade a hole flete. Great is that couetyſe, whiche the ſhame 


of the woꝛlde doothe not repzeue, noz the feare of deathe 


ſtoppe, no2 reaſon appoynt. J ſay it, bycauſe that he whi⸗ 
che in ſuche a tyme offreth hym ſelfe to peryl, eyther coue⸗ 
tyſe ſurmountethe hym, ozelles vnderſtandynge faylethe 
hym. And bycauſe J can fynde none other ercuſe ſufficict 
to excuſe me to the, but that thou arte as moche knowen 
by the ſee, as vnknowen to the goddis, that is the vnſta- 
ble wawes knoweth the wicked harte and vnreſtfull, and 
the harde rockes vntuly men: and one wynd knoweth an 
other wynde. I pꝛaye the ſhewe me, what thou wylte goo 
ſerche ? Wylt thou go in to the gulke of Arpino foz to leke 
thy leade: Than take hede and thynke how the fpſhe hath 
eaten thy hard lead, and let them not eate thy ſofte fleſhe, 
Thou wylte peraduenture go ſeke thy goodes with petyl 
of thy lyfe, and to leaue renowme at thy deathe. Kno wel 
thou not, that ſuche renowme is a ſalue fo: a rewme , a 
baume foz aſwownig,lyght to a blynd perſon, a nyghtin⸗ 
gale to the deafe? J wyll diſcouer the enbuſſhmente, er 
thou falle therin. Thou ſekeſt thought fo: thy ſelfe, enuye 
Foz thy neyghbours, ſpurres foz thyn enemies, wakynge 
fo: theues, peryl fo: thy body, damnation foꝛ thy renome, 
the endynge of thy life, flyghte fo: thy frendes,pzoceſſe fo; 
thy chyldren, and curſinge foz thyn heires . And bycauſe 
the feuerhaſteth to warde me, Jleaue mp penne to wilte 
any moe. Mp wife Fauſtine ſalutethe the, and is ſooze 
diſpleaſed foꝛ thy loſſe. I ſende the a pꝛouiſion, to the en⸗ 
tent that a ſhippe maye be giuen the, bycauſe thou ſhul- 


deſt not loſe thy witte. It thou be in Alexandrie, returne f amt 


not by Rhodes, leeſt the Pyzates take the. The goddis be 
thy laukgarde, and to me and other to gyue good lyfe, and 
good name with ſtraungers. an 
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¶ A letter ſent by Marc the emperour to Antigonus 
comfoztinge hym in a ſozowfull caſe. 
The tenth letter. 


—— Arke pꝛetout Romaine Edile Cenſozine, c6- 
WA Y' panyon of the empire, tothe Antigonus ba- 
NL ff mvſhed ſendeth gretynge to thy parte, a good 
| 2. 7 1555 ok the ſenate. J beinge in Champapne, 
twczhy heuy caſe was ſhewed me. a at this houre 
in the temple of Jupiter was thy pitifull letter deltuered 
to me. J tele as moche as thou feleſt, and am hurte with 
as many woundes:as thou arte ſeparate fro neyghbours 
of thyne, in lyke wiſe J am baniſhed fro my wittes , and 
wepe at this houre fo2 the, as thou tn my trauailes haſfe 
wepte fo2 me: and J fele foz the, as thou haſte felte foz 
me. Foꝛ to frendes afflicted with ſozowe, we oughte to 
gyue remedy to their perſons, and conſolation and com⸗ 
paſſion to their hertes. J ſwere to the by the la we of good 
menne, in this caſe J haue not ben vncourtets of ancient 
tyine, no2 cruell at this tyme to fele it. As I redde the ly⸗ 
nes of thy letter, I coudenot holde myhandes from ſha⸗ 
kynge, no2 my herte from ſighinge, noz mpne eien fro we- 
pinge, to ſe the ſmall thing that thou ſendeſt to demande, 
and moche moze fo: lacke ot power to ſende to the. The 
gretteſte infoztune of all infoꝛtunes, is whan a man mape 
do lytle, and wolde do moche. And the greatteſte fo:tune 
of all foztunes is, whan a man mape do moche , and wyll 
doo but lytle. In this I wyll ſe if thou haſte fozgoten our 
amitte, and aduentureſt at one tyme, that J haue truſted 
inthe divers times. Thou knoweſte well, that theyonge 
days in my youth al thinges were diſchargid fro my hert, 
and charged theym to thin vnderſtondinge . Than it is a 
luſte thyng that thy traueyles ſhuld be diſcharged hol thy 
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wpl and charged vpon my harte. And in this maner thou 
and other ſhall ſee and here, that my handes ſhalbe as re- 
dy to remedy the, as my teeres of wepynge are fo2 thy da- 
mage. Nowe come to the reſt of euyl foztune. Thou gy⸗ 
ueſt me knowlege, that the goddes haue taken a dough: 
ter fro the: And the monſtrous erthequake hath thꝛowon 
downe thy houſe, and the ſenate hath gyuen a ſentence a- 
geynſte the, wherby thy goodes ate loſte, and thy perſone 
banyſhed. The goddes be to me as p2opyce and meke, as 
they haue ben cruelle to the. J am ſooꝛe abaſſhed of that 
my ſpirite hath conceyued in this, as of the loſſe, that thou 
a thy wyke haue felt yet am J not abaſſhed of the monſtre 
that fearethe the people, noꝛ of the trymblynge that hathe 
ſhaken downe thy houſes, no: of the fyer that hath bzente 
thy goodes, no; ofthe goddes that haue permytted ſuche 
thynges to kalle: But J am abaſhed, that there is ſo mo- 
che malyce in the and in thy nepghbours : Fo: the whiche 
iuſtely ye do deſerue to haue ſo hozryble and cruelle cha⸗ 
ſtyſementes: Beleue me in one thynge Antygonus, and 
doubte it not, tf men lyued lyke men, and chaunged not 
the tule of conditours, the goddes wolde then be always 
as goddis, not to cauſe vs to be bozne of our mothers to 
gyue vs ſo cruel chaſtiſemẽtes by the hande of monſtrous 
beaftes . Certaynely it is iuſte and moſte tuſte, that bꝛute 
beaſtes be chaſtyſed by other brute beaſtes, and the mon- 
ſterous by other monſterouſe beaſtes:and ſuche as offend 
with greate fautes, to be punyſhed with greate paynes. 

I (ay to the one thynge, the whiche ſemeth a newe thynge 
to the, and that is, the euyll perſonne offendethe moze by 
infamy, than the goddes gyue theym payne foz it, rather 
than foz the offence that is cõmytted ageynſt them, as the 
goddes naturally be pitiefull, and alwaye haue the name 
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ful werkes deſerue to haue ſoze chaſtiſement, The ſymple 
folkes call the goddes cruel, in that they ſe they: chaſtiſe⸗ 
ment openly, and fo; they ſe not our ſecrete ylneſſe. Than 
the goddes haue reaſon to complayn, bicauſe we with our 
ſynnes offend them a they by our cruelnes are inkamed. 
An ineffable rule it is, that the pitiful goddis doo not pu⸗ 
nyſhe extremely with extreme chaſtiſementes , ſythe that 
firſte the vicious men do extremely with extreme vyces. 
The tyme that Camillus was baniſſhed Capue and that 
the kteuche men poſſeſſed Rome, Lucius Clarus conſule 
bas ſent by the ſenate to the oꝛacle of Fpollo, to demande 
counſel, what the Romapne people ſhuld do to be delyue- 
ted out of their great perylle. And there this conſule was 
tl. dayes within the temple on his knees befoze Appollo, 
offerynge right ſtraunge ſacrifices, and ſhedde many tea⸗ 
tes with wepynge, and yet he coude haue none anſ were: 
and ſo with no ſmal inconuentences he returntd to Rome. 
Than the holy ſenat ſent out of euety temple two pꝛeſtis, 
and whan they were p:oſtrate on the erthe, Apollo ſayde : 
Zs one begynninge is cozreſpondente to an other begyn⸗ 
nynge, and one place to an other, Meruaplle thou not, 
though by the reaſon of an ertreme demaunde, J ſhewed 
my ſelfe extreme to anſwere , Ye Romaynes ſithe ye fayle 
men, ye come to ſcke to the goddis, foꝛ the occaſion wher- 
of we wyl gyue you no good coliſayle whan ye haue nede, 
not permytte that men ſhulde fauour you whan ye goo to 
ſeke foz them. Regarde my frendes, not fo2 the ſacrifices, 
that ye haue offred to me, but fo: the amptie, that J haue 
had with your fathers in tyme paſt, Þ wyl diſcouet to you 
aſccrete, the whiche ts, that ye ſhall ſay tothe Romaynes 
fro me. vit, thynges. The fyrſte is, lette neuer man leaue 
the goddis fo2 an othet man, foꝛ feare that the goddes de⸗ 
part fro the myſetable man in his moite * neceſſt- 
tie. 
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tie. The.ii. is; that moze auapllethe to holde the partie of 
one ofthe goddis immoztall, that is in heuen, than with 
all the moztall men in the wozlde, The. ui. is, that menne 
ſhulde beware to anoye the goddes koz the pre of the god- 
des doth moze domage than the iniquitie of all men. The 
iui.is, the goddes neuer fozgette a man at any tyme, but 
if the goddes be foꝛgotten by men a. M. tymes . The. v. 
ts, that the goddes do ſuffre that one be perſecuted 
by an other that is ylle, oz they haue fytſte perſecuted one 
that is good. And therfoze pe are ſtrykt with the feates of 
the frenche men: bicauſe pe haue perſecuted and banyſhed 
Camillus your naturalleneyghbour. The.vi.is, if the 
men wyl haue the goddes fauorable in the tyme of watte, 
they muſte ſcrue them fyzſte in tyme of peace, The, vii.is 
that the piticfull goddes ſendeth not to any tealme ſome 
extreme chaſteſement, but if it be foꝛ ſome extreme offen- 

ces commptted in the ſame realme. And ſhewe to the De 

nate, t wold make none anſ were to Lucius Clarus, 

bycauſe they ſent ſo yll a man to theit god Apollo as am- 

baſſadur,the whiche they ought not to haue done. Ye Ho⸗ 

mapns take this counſell of me, and it pe fynde it pl, take 

no moze of me. In a ſtraunge meſſage ſende 1 the 
moſt eloquent men, a in pout ſenate ſette the wyſeſt men: 
And commytte pour hoſtes to valiant capitayns: and to 
pour goddes ſende alway the moſt innocent men. The tuſt 
goddes neuer appeale their ires agemnlte vniuſt me: but 
tf the requirers be bery innocent aud meke. Foz a fowle 
veſſell is nat made cleane but with fayre water, Foz with 
foule handes it is hard to make the veſſel clene. The god 
dis be ſo iuſt, that they wyl not gpue iuſt thynges but by 
hides of iuſt me, Finally I ſap, if ye wyl driue the french 
men your ennemtes out of your landes ,fprſt caſte out the 
paſſios fro your hattes. Thynke foz trouth,that the god 
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dis woyll nener dꝛiue your ennemies out of Italy, tyll Ca⸗ 
myllus all the gyltleſſe that be banyſhed, be retourned a 
geyn to Rome. Certaynly the cruell warres that the god⸗ 
dis petmytte at this tyme pꝛeſente, is but a warnynge of 
the chaſtiſementes fo: offences paſſed. Fo: that the yl men 
haue done to the inocttes in diuers days, after by Þ hides 
of other that be pl, the payment is made in one day. 

This anſwere Apollo made to the pꝛieſtes flamynes, that 
were ſent to hym out of Rome, whiche thing made the ſe⸗ 
nate ſoze abaſhed. I remembze that in the boke of the aun- 
were of the goddis, in the annalcs ofthe capitol there 
founde it: the whiche boke the firſt day of cuery monethe 
was red by a ſenatour, befoze alle the other ſenatours of 
the lenat. Therfoze frende Antigonus, as the god Apollo 
layde, if thou wylt not beleue me, that am thy frende, be⸗ 
leue the god Apollo.O Antigonꝰ behold how vnderſti- 
ding of vayn men are but beſtly to the ſpirites of the god- 
dis, whiche are ſecret + hid: and where as they ſpeke, all 
other ought to be ſtylle. Foꝛ one counfell of the goddis is 
moze woꝛth in mocketie, than al the coũſels of me though 
they be neuer ſo true. Of whens thinkeſte thou that this 
cometh ! I ſhall ſhewe the: The goddis are ſo perfyte in 
all bountie, #ſo wiſe in al wiſcdome, and we are ſooyll in 
all malyce,z ſo ſimple in all ſymplenes, that though they 
voldeerre, they can not bicauſe they be goddis : and we 

wolde be aſſured, erre, bycauſe we be men. Ind herin J ſe 


wit ¶ what a bꝛute beaſt man is: fo: all theſe moztall men are ſo 
with Þ entier in their owne wylles, that they wyll loſe moze in fo⸗ 


lowyng thetr owne optnton,than wynne by the counſel of 
an other manne: and the wozſte of all is, that they take 


nch ſuche a bytte in doinge yll, that there is no bʒidell that can 


tefreyne them. Ind they are ſo ſlowe to do wel, that there 
ts no pztcke noz ſpoutte that can moue _ _—_— | 
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Thou doeſt complayne of the pitiefull goddis, and of the 
ſacrate ſenate, Alſo thou complapneſt of ioptulle foztune, 
The thinges there be, that one ol them is inoughe with 
one ſtroke of a ſtone, to take a way thy Iyfe , and bury thy 
renoume. And whan eche of them hath dzawen the apart, 
than all together wylle ſtryke on the with ſtones . Thou 
haſte taken greatte compeditours , and yet J knowe not 
what thy wozthynes is. Þ ſhall ſhewe rhe ſome ſtrengthes 
and valpantes that the auncient barons had, and therbp 
thou ſhalte ſe, what they ofthis woꝛlde dothe holde. 

¶ The felawe of Scipio Naſica toke a ſerpente in the 
mountayns of Egipt, whiche after it was ſlapne, flayed, 
and the ſkynne meſured in the felde of Mars, it tas. vt. 
ſcoze fote of length. Hercules of Thebes pꝛoued his fozce 
with the ſerpente Pydza, And in ſtrykynge of one of his 
heedes, there ſpꝛange out. bit. other heades. it 
¶ Mylon the gyaunt to execute his ſtrengthe was accu- 
ſtomed euery day to ouettake a bull with rennyng a fote, 

and caſte hym downe, a he made manye courſes with the 
bulle, as it were an other naked yonge man: and yet, that 
was moze meruaple, he with one ſtroke of his fyſte ſlewe 

the bulle, and the ſame day wolde eate hym all together, 

¶ On mount Olympe Ceraſtus the giaunt of the nacion 

of Grece, wꝛaſteled with mo than. l. M. men, and none 
coude ſty;e no: ſhake him. Ind if Homere begileth vs not 

of this gyaunt, he was ofſuchefame and dedes, that e 
uery foure yeres, there was a cuſtome, that all nations of of 5 
the woꝛlde went to wꝛaſtle at mount Olyinpe. Ind therofÞdis 
came the rekenynge ofthe Olympiades. that 
In the ſecõde warte puntke amog the captiues of ſoroweJof. i 
full Carthage, Scipio bzought a ms, a loꝛde of Mauty⸗ not 
tayne ryght ſtrong and fierſe to behold: and in celeb:atingybeſt, 


a lpectacle in the palayes of Rome, whiche was than 5 wp 
gre 
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great renoume, there were innumerable beaſtes ronne at: 
This capttue pꝛiſoner lept into the parke, and kylled two 
beares, and wꝛaſtled with a lyon a great whyle: fynallye 
beinge ſoze hurte with the lyons pawes, he ſtrangled the 
lyon with his handes. This was a monſtrous thynge to 
ſe, and nowe it ſemeth incredyble to be beleued. 

¶ In the pere. CCCCxx.ot᷑ the foũdation of Rome, Cu- 
tio Ledent a renoumed capitapne, commynge fro Tarent 
agaynſt Pyꝛto kynge of the Epirotes: he was the firſte 
bzought. uu. Olyphates to Rome the day ot his triumph. 
Stages and places were made foz. xxx. M. men to ſe the 
tennynge of theſe Olyphauntes : and in the myddes of 
the paſtyme, the plankes bꝛake, #flewe mo than, v. M. 
perſones. And amonge them there was Numatian, the 
whiche bare vpon his ſhulders a planke with mo thanne 
ill. C. men, tyl that he and they were ſuccoured, 

¶ Gapus Ceſar beinge yonge , fleinge the companye of 
Splla, bycauſe he was perteyninge to Marius, he being 
amonge the Rodiens wan his meate with courſing a run⸗ 
nynge ofhozſes, with his hondes bounde behyng hym. It 
was a monſtruous thinge to le, as the annales wytneſſe: 
howe he wolde guyde the hozſes with his knees ſoo faſte, 
— thoughe he had dꝛawen them with the reynes of their 

delles. 

C Jn the. xv. pere that the capitayne of Cartagenes en- 
tred into Italy, out auncient fathers ſente to the realme 


ol of Frigte fo: the dyeſſe Berecynthia, mother of the god⸗ 


Ind therolÞdis : and whan ſhe arryued at the porte Hoſtie, the ſhyppe 


that ſhe came in, ranne vppon the ſande, and by the ſpace 


of Corowe-Zof. tiit. dapes. xxx. M. men, that came in the army, coude 
Mauty not remoue it: by chaunce came thither one of the virgins 
elebzattugſ deſtales named Rea, whiche with her gy2dylle tyed to the 
3s than offidyppe, dꝛewe it to the lande as ealilp as ſhe wolde haue 
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uayle not a lpttel : foz in the end fortune is foxtune atndge 
moztalle men. And all the heuens is of an auncient quã⸗ 
telle, and whan we ate beſette with mooſte greatteſt qua- 
telles, than ſhe ſttyketh vs with moſt greuous hurtes. 
haue great wonder, that thou being a Romain cop 
on the goddes, as if thou were one of the barbartens. we 
Komapyns are not ſo moche renoumed among al nations 
fo; the multitude of realmes that we haue ouercome, as 
we are fo; the greate churches and ſeruices that we haue 
made. Thou complayneſt, howe the goddes haue bꝛoken 
thy houſes with an erthquake,and haue ſlaine thy dough 
ter felowe in thy banyſhemente, and all in one daye: But 
thou doſt not remembze the offences that thou haſt cõmit⸗ 
ted in dyuers caſes. O my frende Intigon?,thou knoweſt 
not, Þ out of our yil pzoceſſes cometh fozth good ſentẽces: 
and thou knoweſt not, p our wicked wozkes are but a wa⸗ 
king of true Juſtice : knoweſte thou not,Þ the fierſe cha⸗ 
ſtiſementis is but a pzeſſe that haſtet the great cõminges 
of pour ponge deſires ? and knoweſt thou not that it is no 
thynge that the goddes do chaſtiſe openly, to that they do 
diſſimule in ſecrete?Doſt thou not knowe, that in conclu- 
ſion the goddes be goddes, a the moꝛtalles are moztalles, 
and they map do vs moze good in one dap, than we can do 
ſeruice in a. C. M. yere * Doeſt thou not knowe, that the 
leaſte ylle done by the handes of the pittefulle goddes, is 
moze goodnes than al the welth Þ map come by the hãdis 


urneth | of the cruel men? Tha wherof doſt thou complain: I pzap 


the be ſtyl. And ſith thou art amonge ers, ſuffre. And 
thou wilte haue honour, diſhonour not the goddts of the 


of | Komapns.Foz the vniuſt me do gret intuſtpce to ſpeke pll 


of them that be juſt, a ſpectally of the goddis, for they are 


ght Þ moſt tuſt. Certainly as Cicero ſayth, the greateſt faut in a 


man that is good is to appꝛoue the yl rather thi good: 
and the 
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MARCVvVS 
and the moſte greatteſt euyll in an yl man is to condemne 
the good fo: the yl. Thou knoweſt not how tuſte the god- 
dis be. Ok trouthe they chaunge not foz any pzayer, no; 


leauenot fo: any th:etenynges, noz mocke not by woꝛdes: 
noꝛ be not coꝛtupt with gyftes . Great ought thyn offence 


to be, ſith the erthe hath taken vengeance fo: the goddes: 
and thy innocente doughter hath payde the faute, foz the 
offence of her father. O Antigonus, doſt thou not knowe, 
that in al thynges the goddes may werke after their own 
opinion and wille, excepte in Juſtice : fo2 in that they be 
goddes of al, they oughte to be egal to all? Ind if they; 
bountie doth bynde them to rewarde vs fo: goodnes, noo 
leſſe their tuſtyce conſtrayneth them to chaſtiſe vs fo: our 
plles . It is a greatte cuſtome, and a ryghtouſe Juſtyce, 
He that wyllyngely dra weth to ſynne, agaynſt his wyl is 


dra wen to peyne. I ſay it bycauſe thy doughter hath left 


to do ſome good openly, o: elles ſhe hath done ſome ſecret 


lle, ſithe in her youth her lyfe is bereued from her father 


fo: enſample of chaſtiſement in other, Ind in the ende of 
thyletter thou complayneſt, that the peyne that men doo 
to the, ts moze greatter than the offences that thou haſte 
done to the goddis , And if it be thus frende Antygone, 
thou oughteſt to haue no diſpleaſure, but pleaſure, no he- 
uynes but ioye. Ind I ſwere to the by the immoꝛtall god- 
des, I wolde gladly chaunge my lybertie foz thy captiui- 
tie, and the ſtate of Rome foꝛ thy banyſhement of Spcile. 
And J ſhall telle the why ? He ts honoured amonge them 
that be honoured, that fortune abateth without faute:and 
heis ſhamed amonge them that be ſhamed, that fortune 
inhanceth without merite. Foz the ſhaine is in the tncon- 
uenientes that is done to vs by men, but it is ofthe offen 
that we commytte ageiuſt the goddts. And in lyke caſe the 
honourable honour teſteth not in the dignities * we 
aue 
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hate, but in the good wozkes, wherby woe meryte. Ind 
therby the wozdes ſeme trewe, that the. ri. emperour of 
Rome bare wziten in a rynge on his finger, whiche ſayde 
thus: Mone is he to be honoured, that deſerueth honour, 
than he that hath it and deſerueth it not. Theſe woꝛdes 
are greatly to be noted, and ſpoken by a great lozde.Than 
retourne tothe purpoſe . Thou complayneſt of the wzon- 
es and greues that men do to men, and leue the goddis, 
7 haue no metuayle: fo: as the goddts do never bmuſte 
thynges, ſo the menne neuer lyghtly do any thynge iuſte. 
Note this that J ſay, and forgette it not. The ſenate gy⸗ 
ueth an open peyne, and publyſheth the ſecrete faulte, in 
ſuche maner that with the peyne they hurte vs, and with 
the faute they ſhame vs. The goddes are moze pitiefull : 
fo: thoughe they giue vs peyn, yet they kepe the kaut cloſe, 
I my frende Antigone, though the goddes gader togider 
theſlouthe and wyckednes, that we commptte ſecretelye, 
Beleue me and doubte not, the goddis gyfe lyfe to manye 
the whiche men bereueth. Therfoze I thinke, that thou 
ſhuldeſt thynke and wyſhe, that ſyth the goddes haue ſuf- 
fred the ylles that thou haſt done ſecretly, that thou maiſt 
ſuffre open chaſtyſement, that men haue gyuen to the. Foz 
otherwiſe thynkinge to put away the peyne, thou ſhalt a⸗ 
byde charged with infamy. J haue wꝛiten to the this loge 
epyſtle, to thentent that thou ſhuldeſt haue ſome thing to 
paſſe the tyme with. Certaynly the greatteſt eaſemente to 
eaſehym that is in trauaple, is to exercyſe the wauerynge 
harte with ſome good occupations. J wyll witteno moze 
to the at this tyme, but as touchynge thy banyſhemente, 
truſte me J (hal bzinge the at one with the ſenate. J ſende 
Panutius my ſecretarie to the, gyue as moche credence to 
his woꝛdes, as to my letter. Ind he bzingethe a gowne to 


the, and ther with my harte and wylle foz to comfozte the. 
Mm Salu⸗ 
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MARC YS 
Salutation, peace, and good age be with the: and the ite 
of the goddis and yll foztune be ſeperate fro me. Mare, 
my houſehold, wyfe,and chyldzen ſalute the as thyn own, 
And we ſalute all thy family as our owne. Thoughe the 
Halfe of my letter be not of my hande, comfozte the,foz mp 
harte is entirely thyne. Thou knoweſt howe J was gre⸗ 
uouſly hurte in the warres of Dacye in my hande,and in 
moyſte wethers one of iny fyngers llepeth. Thus J make 
an ende as always thyn owne, | 


¶ An other letter ſent by Mart themperour to the 
ſame Antygonus ageynſt cruell iuges. 

The leuenth letter, 0 
Arc the ſicke manne, to the Intigonus ba- 
A nyſhed, delireth ſalute foz hym, and reſte fo; 
A the. To eſchewe the enuious trauaylles of 

Rome, and to ſe certeyne bokes of Hebtewe 
that were bꝛoughte to me fro Yelya, I came 
hyther to Sanya: I made great haſte in my iournayes, 
howe be it at Salon the feuer toke me: and the. xx. day of 
June J receyucd thy ſeconde letter, and the ſame houre 
the feuer quattayne toke me. Ithynke none ok vs bothe 
had the better hande. Foꝛ neythet my longe letter dydde 
put away thy trauayle, no: thy ſhoꝛt letter dyd put away 
my feuet. Ind though as nowe the felpnge of thy trauaile 
miniſheth that J had the moze bꝛenneth the deſire to te⸗ 
medy the. Therfoze I wyll ſap ſome thinge to the, but not 
that J fynde any conſolation that thou haſte nede therof, 
In the lawe of Khodes J haue founde theſe wozdes : we 
commaunde, that none beſo hardy to gyue counſail with 
out remedy:foz the woꝛdes to him is in trouble gyueth 
ſmall conſolation, wha there is no remedy. Alſo the hcrte 
that is in ſorow, hath moze reſt ſhewing his own * 

than 
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then herynge the conſolation of other. Thou ſapeſt in thy 
letter, that the ccfures are tight rigoꝛous in that realme: 
and therfoze all that nation hath yll wyl with the ſenate, J 
beleue well they haue good occaſion therof : fo: diſhonou- 
red men make the miniſters of Juſtice to be tcigoꝛous, and 
namely they ot that ple. Foz there is an ancient pꝛouerbe, 
that ſayth, lyghtly all theſe ylles, ate yl, and the Sicilics 
woꝛſte of al. Now adays the yl are myghty in their plnes, 
and the good with their vertues are kepte lo cloſe, that if 
there be not ſome b2idell by iuſtyce, the yll ſhuld poſſeſſe al 
the woꝛlde, and the good ſhuld fynyſhe ſhoꝛtly. But final⸗ 
ly to conſider how vnable we be bon a are enuirõned with 
ſo many ylles, beinge ſubiect to ſo many miſeries, I mer- 
uaile not of the humanities that the humain people com⸗ 
mitteth : but J am aſhamed of the cruell Juſtice that our 
Cenfures do, not as Romayns, but as cruel tyzantes, Of 
one thyng J am ſoꝛe abaſhed, and greatly it troubleth my 
wyttes, ſeinge naturally à of right the Juſtice of the god⸗ 
dis is good, and we offedynge them, and that haue iuſtice 
but lent to vs, yet we glozify vs to becruell: foþ the god- 
dis do pardo iniuties done to them, wherby fame of meke 
nes abideth to thein: and we chaſtyſe the inuries of other, 
wherby we wyn the fame of tirantis. In good ſothe there 
is no man among men, no humayn amog the humayns, 
but he is as a bzute beaſt, 4 wylde amonge wylde beaſtes, 
that nameth him ſelfe to be of the fleſhe and hath no pitie 
to hurte other fleſhe: Noz conſidereth not, that the goddis 
hath made him a mcke beaſt a lowly by nature, # he beco- 
meth a fiers ſerpent by malyce. In the.rit. ycre of the foũ⸗ 
dation of Rome, Romulus the firſt kynge ſent a comade- 
ment into all places # realmes nygh to him:as to the Uol- 
gues, Samites, à Ruſſiens, to Capue, Tarentis, a Alba⸗ 


noys: to thentent that all ſuch as were banyſhed troubled 
Mm. li. and 
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and perſecnted in their realmes, ſhulde come to Rome, # 
there they ſhulde be recepued and well entreated : and ex⸗ 
cepte the hiſtories lye, Nome was moze inhabyted in ten 
peres, than Babylon oz Cartage in a. C. yeres . O glozt- 
ous hert of Romulus, that ſuche a thynge inuented: and 
gloztous tongue, that ſuche a thynge commaunded : and 
glozious was the citte 02 countrev, that fouded them vpon 
ſuche mercye and pitie. J hauefounde dpuers letters of 
dyuers realmes of the oz1ct, ſent fozth mencionyng thus: 
e the kynge of Parthes in Aſie,to the conſcript fathers 
of Rome, and to the happy people of Jtaly, and vnto all 
theym ofthat empire, hauynge the name of Komapnes, 
and ſurname of clemency, Salutation to pour perſones, 
Toe ſende peace and tranquillitie to you, as we demaund 
the ſame of the goddis, 
C. Thus than regard, what glozious tytle of Clemencye 
our p:edeceſſours Romapynes hadde: and what example 
of clemency they haue left fo: al emperours to com.Take 
this fo: certayn, that the Cenſures o2 minyſters of Ju- 
ſtyce, foꝛgettynge the pitie ofthe Romayns, ſhal be repu- 
ted cruelle, as Barbariens : Noz Rome ſhall not repute 
them as her naturall chyldzen, but as cruell ennempes ; 
and not fo: augmentours of the common welthe, but in- 
famours and robbers of clemency. 
C whan J was of the age of. xxxvii. pere, beinge in the 
ple of Crete, nowe called Cypzes, in wynter tyme, There 
was a mountayne called Archadio, whervpon foure pyl- 
lers were ſette, and a ſepulchze of a kynge of woꝛthy fame, 
and in his Iyfe pittefull and full of mercp : and as one ſhe⸗ 
wed me, there were certayne wozdes wzitten in greke let⸗ 
ters rounde aboute the ſepulchze ſaytnge thus: J haue ta- 
ken to me alwayes this counſayle, where as I myghte do 
but lyttel good, J neuer dyd harme: a that that J 2 
| aue 
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haue with peace, J neuer ſtroue foz: Suche as I myght 
ouercome with pꝛaper, I neuer feared with thzetnynges: 
where as I myght remedy ſecretely, I dyd neuer chaſtiſe 
it openly: them that I myght cozrecte with warnynges, 
I neuer hurted with beatynges: Suche as JF chaſtyſed 
openly, I fy:ſte aduettyſed ſecretely: and fynallp J neuer 
chaſtyſed one, but J foꝛgaue foute: J am tight ſoꝛowfull 
bycauſe that I haue chaſtyſed, and am glad bycauſe that 
Jpardoned, In as moche as J was bozne as a man, and 
my fleſhe is here eaten with woꝛmes, and bycauſe J haue 
lyued bertuouſly in my lyfe, my ſpitite ſhal now reſt with 
the goddis, 
¶ Howe thynkeſt thou my frende Antygonus , what an 
Epitaphye was this ? And howe gloztous was his lyfe, 
ſythe the memone of hym vnto this daye abydeth ſoo im 
moztal ? And as the goddis maye helpe me tn al goodnes, 
and defende me fro yl, J haue not ſo great delyte at Pomz 
pep with his armpe, noz at Gaius Julius Ceſar with his 
Gaules of France, noz at Scipio with his Iffrycans ,as 
J haue at the kyng of Cypꝛes with his ſepulchze.Fozithat 
ynge hathe moze gloze in that mountayne beinge deed, 
an all the other had in all theit lyues with all their try⸗ 
umphes, that euer they had in Rome. J ſay not, but that 
the wyckednes of yll people ſhulde be chaſtyſed: foz with 
out compariſon, he is woꝛs that fauoureth the yl, thanne 
he that commytteth the yl: foz the one pꝛocedeth of weke- 
nes, and the other of malyce: but it ſemeth to me and to al 
other that be wiſe, that as the ſyn is natural, and the cha- 
ſiyſement voluntarte, ſo oughte the rygour of Juſtyce to 
be temperate: So that the myniſters ſhulde ſhewe com- 
paſſion rather than vengeance: wherby the treſpaſſours 
ſhulde haue occaſion to amende their (pnne paſſed , and 
not to teuenge the iniurie pꝛeſente. O whatte places and 
Mm. ut. realmes. 
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realmes haue ben loſte, not fo: the plnes that the yl people 
hath comitted, but rather by the diſozdinate Juſtice that 
the miniſters of tuſtice haue ererciſed? Thinkyng by their 
rigour to cozrecte the domages paſſed, wherby hath ryſen 
ſclaunders and ſtrife, neuer none ſuch hard of afoze.voha 
a p2ince ſedeth any perſon with the charge of Juſtice, he 
ought to ſaye to hym theſe wozdes, whiche Auguſt Ceſax 
_[ayd tothe gouernour of Afftike: J put not the confidence 
of myn honour into thy handes, noz comitte to the my iu- 
ſtyce, to be adiſtroper of innocentis , noꝛ an erecutour of 
ſynners: but that with one hande thou ſhuldeſt helpe the 
good to maynteine them therin: a with the other hande to 
helpe to teyſe them that be yll from their noughtynes. 
And mpn intention is to ſende the fo:th to be a p2eceptout 
ok ozphans, and an aduocate foʒ wydowes, a ſurgien fo; 
all woundes, a ſtaffe fo: the blynde, a father to euery per- 
ſon, to ſpeke fayze to myn ennemies, ⁊ to retoyce my fren- 
des. In this maner I wolde thou ſhuldeſt vſe thy ſelfe in 
euery place, ſo that by the fame of pitiefulneſſe, ſuch as be 
myn ſhalbe in reſt # content to be my ſubtectis, ⁊ that it; 
gers ſhalbe deſirous to come and ſerue me. || 
C This inſtructis Auguſt Ceſar gaue to a gouernout off hi 
his, bicauſe it was ſhewed him that he was ſomwhat cru⸗ de 
el in p realm. Certainly they were ſhozt wozdes, but theyP (te 
be tighte compendious: And wold to god they were wiitY of 
ten in the hartes ol our iuges. Thou waiteſt, howe that ie #t 
is ſoze troubled by reſon of the cenſures aiuges therof. JJ #1 
is anoyfulle trauaple to recepuethe auctozitie of Juſticq J 
into the hande of an vniuſt man: and it is a thinge not iq da 
be ſuffred, that one with tiranny ſhuld tirannyſe divers 0F fit! 
ther: not with the lyfe, but with the auctozitie to cozrecty me 
good me, therby to be called a good ceſute. The auctozitY is, 
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ceſſarie,and his good lyte foꝛ pzincipall: in ſuche maner⸗ 


that by the tectitude of his tuſtice, the yll huld fele the exe⸗ 
cution therof , Al that haue auctoꝛite ſhuld tempꝛe it with 
wiſedome à purenes of liuinge. It is a great goodnes to 
the comon welth, and great confuſion to him that is cha- 
ſtiſed with peyne, wha the miſerable that is chaſtiſed, ſeeth 
nothynge in hym that chaſtiſeth, wherby he hath deſer⸗ 
ued to be chaſtiſed. And cotrary, it is great ſlackenes in a 
punce to cõmaunde, and great ſhame to the comon welth 
to conſente, and greate inconuentence and repꝛofe to the 
iuge to etecute: whan a pooze wzetche foꝛ a ſmal faute is 
put to moze patne fo2 the ſame ſmal faut done in one day, 
than is giuen to them that be greate foꝛ many tyrannies, 
that they haue committed during them life , Theſe be they 
that peruerte the common welth, and ſclander the wozlde, 
and put them ſelfe out of auctorite, | 

¶ In the. iii.yete that great Põpeie toke Elia the whiche 
is nowe Jeruſalem, the ſame tyme being there Ualertus 
Graccus,thyder came an Hebzewe, oz atewe,as the anna- 

les ſhewe, to complapne to the Senate of the wzonges 

|greues that were done to him in that lond, a ſo in doinge 
his errade in the name of al that putnce, he ſaid theſe woz 

des: O fathers conſcript, O happy people, pour fatal de⸗ 

ſtentes ꝑmitte, and our godleueth vs with Jeruſale lady 

ofal Alte, æ mother top Ebzues,to be in ſeruage of Rome, 

tothe Romains:Certeynly gret was v power of Popey, 


moch moze the foꝛce of his armi to take vs.But therfoze 


Jſay,that gretter was the pre of our god z without com⸗ 
pariſon the multitude of our ſpunes, wherby we dyd me⸗ 
ute to be loſt. I wold ye knew one thig, a it ſoze diſpleſeth 
me,y ye Romaynes haue not pꝛoued it by experiẽte. That 
bs out god is ſo iuſt . it among vs there had be. t iuſt me, 
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And than ye Romayns ſhuld haue ſene as the Egiptiens 
dyd, howe our god alone map do moch moze than all your 
goddes together. Ind certaynely as longe as we be ſyn⸗ 
ners, ſo longe pe ſhall be out loꝛdes. Ind as longe as the 
pꝛe ot the Hebzues god doth endure, ſo longe ſhall the po⸗ 
wer ofthe Romayns laſt, Ind bycauſe in this caſe J fo- 
lowe one wap, and by pour ſecte pe folowe an other waye, 
pe can not retourne to honout one god onely, noꝛ J to ho: | 3 
nour diuers goddis. J wyll leue this matter to the god, 
by whole power we haue ben nouriſhed, # by whoſe botite Þ (1 
we be gouerned, and returne to the caſe of our embaſſade. 
re know what peace hath ben betwene Rome and Judee, Þ 
and betwene Judee and Rome, we with you, and ye with 
bs. In all thinges we haue obeyed you, and ye vs. Noo 
iuſte thinge we haue denyed you. And bicauſe there is no⸗ in 
thinge moze deſpꝛed ofthe people, and leſſe put in opera- 
tion than is peace, Ind there is nothynge moze abhozred, 
by the whichiadhozryng euery mi lyueth, tha is warte: J lol 
do warn you of this with trouth,pzouyde therfoze tuſtice, I **! 
put theym away folowe your wylles to do vs pl: And let Þ 01 
vs haue no ſuche malicious folke as intyſe vs to rebelle, 
The greatteſt ſigne and ſtrongeſt pyller of the peace is to 
put away the perturbers of peace. What p2ofite is to ſay 
peace peace, à in ſecrete to ſay warte warte? J ſay this bi 
cauſe pe haue baniſhed the eldeſt ſon of king Jdumeo out 
of Lyon foz his demerites, and pe haue ſente in his ſtede 
Campantus, Marcus, Ruffus , and Ualerius Graccus 
foz pꝛeſidentes. They be.iiii.plages, oꝛ.iiii. peſtilences, (0 
that the leeſt of them were ſufficiente to enpoyſon the hole 
empire ot Rome, than moche ſoner our myſerable realme 
of Haleſtyne. Yohat thynge can be moꝛe monſttous than 
that the iuges of Rome ſhuld ſende men to put away ylle 


cuſtomes fro them that be yll, and they them ſelles are the 
| inuen⸗ 


Egiptiens 
n all your 
we be ſyn⸗ 
ge as the 
all the po⸗ 
aſe J ko- 
her wape, 
2 J to ho- 
| the god, 
hoſe bolite 
mbaſſade. 
1d Judee, 
d ye with 
vs + Noo 
Jere is no⸗ 


peace is to 
e is to la 
ay this bi⸗ 
umeo out 
his ſtede 
ilences, (0 
n the hole 
ne realme 
rous, than 
away pl 
fes are th 

inuen⸗ 


2 


AVRELIVS 137 


intentours of newe vices? What greatter ſhame and in- 
conuentence is in Juſtice, than they that haue auctozitye 
to chaſtyſe wanton youthe, to glozyfie them ſelfe to be ca- 
pitaynes of theym that be wylde! What greatter infampe 
can be in Rome, than they that ought to be bertuous and 
iuſt to gyue example to other, to be yll and vicious? J lye 
if they haue not ſo wzithen and enlarged the diſcipline of 
Juſtyce, that they haue taught the youthe of Judee ſuche 
vices, thathaue not ben harde of by our fathers, no2 red 
in no bokes, noꝛ ſene in out tyme. O Romapyns beleue me 
in one thynge, what counſelles Jude hath taken of Rome 
at this houre lette Rome take of Judee . Many realmes 
ate gotten with myghty capttayns, and moche ſhedynge 
of blode, and ought to be obſerued with a good iudge, not 
in ſhedynge of blode, but in gettynge ol hartes. Certain⸗ 
ly the iudge that wynneth moo good wylles than money, 
dughte to be beloued: and he that ſeructh foz money, and 
loſer the good wylles, fo: euer oughte to be abhozred as 
»eſtplence . what thynke ye is the cauſe nowe adays, that 
your pꝛeſidentes be not obeyed in a tuſt cauſe!?Of a trouth 
it is bycauſe, that fy:ſte they commaunde vntuſt thinges. 
The commaundementes that betuſt, maketh ſoft à meke 
hertes, and ſuche as be vmuſt, maketh men cruel. We be 
ſo myſerable in all myſeries, that to hym that commaun- 
deth well, we obey yll : and the moze yl they commaunde, 
the moze obeyed wolde they be, Beleue me in one thynge, 
that of the great lyghtnes and malle ſadnes of the tuges 
is bꝛedde littel fere and great ſhame in the ſubtectes . we 
that be tewes thynk our (elf wel aduertyſed by the mouth 
of our god that ſayth,Euery pꝛince commyttynge charge 
of Juſtice to him that he ſeeth vnable to execute the ſame, 


le 02dothe not pꝛincipally foz Juſtice ſake accomplyſſhe tu- 


ice, but doth hit foz his owne p2ofyte, oz els to pleaſe the 
Nn partie; 


IS 
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partſe : thinke ſurely, whan the pzince dothe not regarde 
this, by ſome wap that he thynkethe leaſt of, he ſhal ſe his 
honour infamed, his credẽce loſt, his good myniſhed, and 
ſome great chaſtyſement come to his houſe. Ind bycauſe 
IJ haue other thynges to ſay in ſecrete, wyl conclude as 
nowe openly. Finally J ſay, if ye wylle conſerue pour re: 
alme longe tyme, fo the whiche ye haue put pour ſelfe in 
great perylles, kepe and maynteine Juſtice, and we ſhall 
bete you reuerence : Comm aunde as Komapns, and we 
ſhal obey as Hebʒues: Gyue vs a pꝛeſident, that is merct- 
full, and all our realme ſhal be obedient : Be not to crucll 
to chaſtyſe our mekenes, and we ſhall be the moze obedict 
to your p2cemincce: I require you deſire vs o2 ye comand, 
Fo: in deſiringe à not commanding, ye ſhal fynde loue as 
fathers to the childern. Ind no treaſon as of loꝛdes to ſet⸗ 
uantes. All theſethinges ſayd the ic we, wherof the ſcnate 
had great meruayle. Ind foʒthwith the ſenatouts pꝛoup⸗ 
ded foz. tit. tuſte thinges. The one was, that al theſe woz? 
des ſhulde be put in w2itynge, to thentent that they ſhuld 
be put in the boke o2zdeyned to wꝛite in all good ſapenges 
of all ſtraunge ambaſſadours. The ſeconde to put downe 
Graccus Ualerius, bycauſe he was ſo cruel, and in hatred 

_ the people. T he 1 1 ouided Þp lace of Lion 

an howe femeth hit to 
emyfrende Antigonus, _ not this Hebzewe ſpeake 
hyghly! O Rome without Rome, that of Rome holdeth 
nothynge but the walles, and arte fallen into vnthziftye 
vices. what dyddeſt thou whan ſuch a ſhame was latde to 
the by an Hebꝛewe in the myd des ok the ſenate / Certainly 
the greatreit plage amonge all plages, and the greatteſte 
loſſe amonge all loſſes, is whan the pzince hath his lyfe ſo 
without lyfe, his tuſtice ſo without tulttce, his dedes ſoa 
without dedes, a in all eupll ſo bold x hardy, a in al _ 
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nes ſuch a coward, that rightwiſely his owne men do ac⸗ 
cuſe him, and ſtrangers repzeue hym, none doothe loue 
hym, but all hate him, and his frendes wyl not helpe him, 
# his ennemies wyll perſecute hym : They that be pꝛeſent 
tcfuſe his goodnes, and they that be abſent pꝛocute his 
pll: they that lyue take awape his lyfe, and the deade his 
ſepulchte. Nowe to retourne to the purpoſe of out tuges, 
Ipꝛape the Intigonus,ſhewe me thy inynde, wherof co- 
meth nowe adayes the great ſclaundze of the people, the 
infampye of the pꝛince, and the peryll in Juſtyce : It thou 
zno weſt it not, harken and J ſhal ſhewe the, wherby all 
goth out of ozder. They that be pꝛiue are ſo impoztunate, 
and the pzincis not tekuſyng them: they begilyng and he 
ſufkringe to be begtled : The ane with couetyſe, and the 
other with ignorance, doth gyue to ſuche, that he ſhoulde 
take fro, and take away fro ſuche as he ſhulde giue vnto, 
and honaureth them that diſhonoureth hym, kepethe the 
tyght wyſe in pꝛiſon, and delyuereth the vicious, diſpiſeth 
erperte perſones, and truſteth them that be leude: and ft- 
nally they pzouide not offices to men, but men to offices. 
They oꝛdeine the vntuſte to miniſter Juſtice, and do iniu- 
tie to them that be iuſt. Yet here and J ſhal ſhew the moze. 
Theſe myſcrables after that they be appoynted and ſette 
in their offices, wherof they be nothinge wozthy,moze foz 
their auctoʒite than foz meryte of theit perſones, they are 
feared with their ertreme tuſtice . They take on them the 
ſtate of greatte men with the ſweatte and labour of pooze 
men: (They ſupply with malyce that they wante of diſcre⸗ 
tion: Ind wozſt of al, they meſure the Juſtice of other men 
with their owne p20p:e vtilitye. Yet harken and T ſhall 
ſay moze. After that theſe ideotes ſe them ſelfe in the gulke 
of theſe vapn beſ:;ieſſes, tha they lacke the reyne of know⸗ 
lege,x the ſaples of wiledome,#the ankers 7 — 
N. u. n 
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no: can not remedy a ſmall matter, but inuent other moꝛe 
greatter, altering and troublyng the peace for their owne 
particular welth. They wepe foꝛ their owne harme, and 
no leſſe fo: the welth of other, and finally leſe them ſelfes, 
And therfoze they aduenture them ſelfe into the gulfes, x 
inflame their loꝛdes, that haue gyuen them ſuche offices 
to gyue to ſuche as haue deſerued them. Thou mapſte 
know, that the beginnyng of them is pꝛyde and ambition. 
and their myddell is enupe and malyce, and their ende is 
dethe and diſtruction. Ind if my counſell were taken, ſu- 
che ſhulde haue no credence with pꝛincis oꝛ gouernouts, 
but as ſclaundzed men to be ſeparate, not all onely fro the 
common welthe, but fro they: lyues. Surely great is the 
couetyſe of them that be ſhameleſſe which without ſhame 
demaunde offices ofthe ſenate oꝛ pꝛincis: but it is a moze 
boldenes of alyce fo; the pꝛyncis to gyue them. Jn this 

and in the other thinges theſe are ſo dampnable,that ney⸗ 
ther the feare of the goddes doth withdrawe them, noz the 

pꝛince doth not refrayne them, noz vengeaunce dothe not 
lette them,no2 the common welth dothe nat accuſe theym, 

and aboue al other reaſon dothe not commande them, noz 

the la we ſubdue them. 

¶ O my frende Intygonus note this woꝛde that Þ wzite 

in the ende of mp letter. In the pere of the foundation of 
Rome. bi. C.xlii. as the Romay nes as than in the wozlde 

had dyuers warres, as Gayus Celius agyenſte theym of 
(Trace, and Gneo Coꝛdon his brother agaynſt Sardyne, 

Junius Sylla agaynſt the Umbzes, Minutius Ruffus a 

geynſt the Macidoniens, Seruilio Scipio ageynſte the 

Luſitay:3s, and Marius conſull ageinit Jugurtha kyng 

ofthe Numidiens, Jt befell ſo that Boco kynge of Mau⸗- 

ritayne fatoured Jugurtha, and vpon them triumphed 

Wariys, and they laded with chaines were led —_— o 
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chariot, not without great compaſſton of them that ſawe 
it, After this triumph done, incontinent the ſame daye by 
counſell of the ſenate, Jugurtha was beheeded im pꝛiſon, 
this companion Bocus had pardone of his lyfe, and the 
cauſe was, Jt was a cuſtome none to be putte to Juſtice, 
but firſte the auncient bokes ſhulde be ſerched, to ſe ik any 
ok his pꝛedeceſſours had done befoze any ſeruice to Rome, 
wherby the captiue ſhulde meryte to haue pardon of his 
lyfe : and than it was founde,that the graũtfather of Bo- 
cus came to Rome, and made great o:ations befoze the ſe⸗ 
nate, by whoſe woꝛdes and ſentences, his ſayd neuew me 
tited to haue pardon of his Iyfe : and amonge other of his 
ſayingts, he rcherſed theſe verſes that ſayd : what is that 
tealme, where is no good amonge the yll, no vll amonge 
the good what is that realme, that hath theyr houſes ful 
of good ſimple perſons, and banyſheth awap al wyſedom? 
Oz what is that realme,that ſuche as be good are cowar⸗ 
des, and the yl hardy? oz what is the realme, where al pea⸗ 
ſible are diſpleaſed, and the ſedycious pꝛayſed What is 
that realme, that ſlecth them that wolde theyz welthe, and 
ate angry with them that wolde helpe they: yl ? oꝛ what is 
that realme, that permytteth the pzoude pooꝛe kolkes, and 
the tyche tyrantes? 02 what is that realme, where they al 
know the euyl, and none pꝛocureth any goodnes * oꝛ what 
is that realme, whete ſuche vices are openly commptted, 
that other realmes feare to doo ſecretely? 0z what is that 
tealme, where as all that they deſyre they procure, and al 
that they do pꝛocure, they attayne, and al that is yll they 
thinke,x all that they thynke they ſay, a all that they (aye, 
they may do, and all that they may doo, they dare do, and 
put it in operation that they dare do:and woꝛſt of all, there 
is none ſo good to reſpſt it? In ſuche a realme there ſhulde 


be none inhabitaunte, Foz within ſhozt ſpacetheylmen 
Nn. iii. ſhall 


MARCYS 
ſhall be chatinged, oz elles diſpeopled of good men, oz the 
goddes wyl confounde them, oz the tirantis ſhal take the. 
Dyuers thinges were ſald the which J paſſe ouer at this 
tyme. Howe thynkeſt thou Antigone: I ſweare by the im⸗ 
moztal goddes, that my hart bzeketh to thinke of the gret 
ſhsme chat was laid vpon Nome by ſuch wziting as was 
lefteto theym by the grauntefather of this kynge Bocus, 
This my letter J wolde thou ſhuldeſt rede in ſecrete to the 
p:etours, ⁊ if they amendc not, we ſhall fynd the meanes 
to chaſtiſe them openly, Ind as touchyng thy baniſhemet 
I pꝛomyſe the to be thy good frende to the ſenate, that we 
map toy our anucient amitie to gether. And to get the out 
of that ple,certapnely I (hal do my diligence, J haue wilt 
ten to my ſecretarie Panutius to deliuer the.tt.M.ſerters 
to releue thy pouertie: and thus J ſende the mp letter to 
comfoꝛt thy heuy hart. I ſay no moze but the goddis giue 
the cotentation of that thou woldeſt haue toy # reſt to thy 
perſon. Ind all cozpozall euyls, crucl enmies, and fatalle 
deſtentes be ſeperate fro me Parke. Foz the behalf of my 
wife Fauſtine, J ſalute the, and thy wpfe Kuffa : She is 
thyn, and J ain thyn. With viſitation of toy J haue recei 
ued thy letter, à thankefully I ſende the myn. J ſhall not 
teſſe to deſite to ſe thy perſone in Italp, and there in Db 
cyle to leue my feuet quartayn, 


¶ A letterſent by Marcus to Lambert gouernour of the 
ple ok He leſpõt, whi he did baniſhe the vacabuͤdis 
fro Rome. The. xuletter. 


Arke emperour of Rome, lozde of Alie, conkederate 
with them of Europe, frende of theym of Affrike, 
ennemye of the Mautes: To the Lambert gouernour of 
the ile of Heleſponte, ſendeth to the of his parte _ 


4+ , EF 8 FF 4&3 71Y PF Y Y Y TY 2 ̃ . f oa 


men, 02 the 
al take the. 
uer at this 
by the im: 
ok the gret 
ng as was 
ge Bocus. 
crete to the 
he meanes 
baniſhemct 
ite, that we 
get the out 

haue wut 
M. ſextets 
ny lettet to 
od dis glue 
x reſt to thy 
,and fatalle 
ehalt᷑ of mp 
fta: She is 
haue tecei 
IJ ſhall not 
here in Db 


rnour of the 
cabũdis 


confederate 
ok Afﬀraike, 
oucrnour of 
e cotentatio 

and 


po 


AVRELIVS., 140 


and ſuretie fro the ſacrate ſenate, I am furred with þ fur- 
res that thou haſte ſent me a am clothed with thy mitel,x 
am right well pleaſed with thy greyhoundes : if J hadde 
thought, that thin abſence fro Rome ſhuld haue pꝛocuted 
ſo moche fruit in that ple: longe ago J ſhulde haue deter⸗ 
myned as well foz thy pꝛofyte as foz my ſetuice. J ſente to 
the in demaundynge but ſmall thinges in my ſpozte, and 
thou haſte ſent me many thynges tn erneſt. In good ſothe 
thou haſt better pꝛopoꝛcioned thy ſerutce with noblenes, 
than J to commaunde with my couetiſe. Foz if thou remẽ⸗ 
bꝛe, J ſent to the foꝛ a doſeyne ſkynnes of furre, and thou 
haſt ſent me. rift. doſeyns : and J dyd ſend but foꝛ. vi. grei 
houndcs, and thou haſt (cnt me. xu. Truly in this caſe mp 
pleaſute is double. Foz here in Rome thy great largeſſe is 
publyſhed, and my ſmal couctiſe there in Heleſponto. And 
bicauſe J am ſure thou haſt great thankes of me, I pꝛaye 
to god to ſende the ſalute and helthe: Ind that foztune be 
not dented the at a good houre. J ſende the. iu. barkes of 
mayſter foles, #yet I haue nat ſent the al. Fozif I had ba 
nyſhed all the foles in Rome, we ſhuld haue peopled vs 
with a newe people. Theſe mayſter foles haue ben ſo wilp 
to teche foly, a the Romayn youth ſo apt to lerne, thoughe 
they be but in. tit. barkes theit diſciples wold lade. uu. M. 
Carrakes. I haue great meruaple of one thynge, and my 
hart ſclaundꝛeth the goddis: foz J le wel that crthquakes 
caſteth down houſes, a great waters bereth away bztdges, 
froſtes freſeth the vines, ſodein thondzing and tempeſtes 
b:eketh down toures, ſcatſite of water cauſeth derth , coꝛ⸗ 
tupt aire maketh an ende of the that be wiſe: a pet there 18 
nothyng that can make an ende of theſe fooles. All thin⸗ 
ges at this day faileth at Rome, except all only theſe ydell 
frewandes, geſtours, tomblers, playcrs , oz dromſlapes, 
luglers, # ſuche other, of whom there is tnowex r- _— 
what 
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O what a ſeruice ſhuldeſt thou doo to the goddis, # what 
pꝛokyte to Rome, that foz the barkes full of foles to ſende 
one lade with wyſe men! One thinge J wpl (ay, that with 
the bones of the wiſe men that ple is halowed, that aunci⸗ 
ently were baniſſhed by the malice and enupe of theym of 
Rome: if thy ſmellynge wittes be not loſt, as Italy ſtyn- 
keth of thein that be ſymple. ſo that ple ſmellethe ſwete of 
wile inenne. whan J came fro the warres of the Parthes, 
the. (tit. pere of myn empite, I paſſed into that ple by dy: 
uers ſees to viſite the ſepulchzes of ancient wiſe men: and 
in the citie ot Dozbite, in the myddes therok, lyeth Ouide, 
that was banyſhed by Auguſt: and vnder the mountayne 
Arpines is the ſepulchze of the renoumed Armeno oꝛato; 
banyſhed by Sylla : at the pozte of Argonaut thou ſhalte 
kynde the bones of Colliodozus recapituler of the antyke 
lawes, that was banyſhed by Nero the cruell: and in the 
felde of Elinos, vnder a marble,is the pouders of Syſifo 
Seteno, that was ſo well lerned tn the. vit. artes lyberal, 
as though he had newe founde them, he was baniſhed by 
the Matians. J ſay fo: trouth, thou ſhalte fynde it thus, 
fo: with my knees J haue touched their ſepulch:es . Ind 
all that ſeaſon my tender eyes were as fulle of water, as 
their bones were harde in the erthe. Theſe were not ba⸗ 
nyſhed fo: no vilantes, that they had done: but it was the 
meryte ot᷑ out fozefathers, that they wolde be pꝛiuated fro 
the company of ſo noble barons : and we their chyldrene 
fro the poudet of ſo renoumed ſages. J can not tell why- 
che is the greatter, the fantaſte that J haue to thyn ple, o 
the compaſſion of miſcrable Rome. pꝛay the as my fred, 
and commaunde the as my ſeruant, to tegarde the places 
that I haue ſhewed the. Foz it is a iuſte thynge, and moſt 
tuſte, that ſuche cities be pꝛiuileged by them that lyucth, 
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And moze ouer Centurion knoweth by woꝛdes the heuye 
caſe that theſe pziſoners had with vs, and we with theym 
the day of the feaſte of mother Berecyntta, J ſay, J ſawe 
not that dap ſo moch cruelte in Rome, as the infamy that 
we cauſed in all the empire. Nome, that neuer was ouer⸗ 
come by them that were valyant and vertuous, that daye 
we ſawe ouergone and troden vnder fete by thoſe fooles, 
The walles of Rome that were neuer touched by the Pe- 
niens, had their lowpes full ofarmedtrewandes : Rome 
that tryumphed ouer all realmes, was tryumphed with 
tomblers and iuglers. I am ſo abaſhed in this caſe, that 
J wote not what to ſay 02 wzite. Yet one thing comfozteth 
me, that ſith that Rome # the Romaynes vniuMly do not 
retoyce but with theſe fooles : ſhe and the famous wyſe 
men tuſtly ſhalbe chaſtiſed fo: theſe foles : and in this the 
goddts ſhall not be diſpleaſed, that ſythe Rome laugheth 
at theſe trewandes and mockertes, one day ſhe ſhall wepe 
with theſe tomblers and iuglers. J banyſſhe all theſe foz 
euer fro Rome, not fo: the bloudde that they haue ſhedde, 
but foz the hartes that they haue peruerted: a not fo2Þ oc- 
caſton of any that be deed, but bycauſe they were maſters 
of folyes, Without copariſon it is greatter offence to the 
goddts, and moze domage to thecomon welthe, theſe tre⸗ 
wandes to take away the wyttes fro wyſe folkes,than the 
murtherers to take away mens lyues. Jf the gretteſt gift 
amonge al gyftes of Foztune, be to kepe a good witte let 
no man pꝛeſume to be of a reſtefull vnderſtandynge , that 
is an extreme frende to theſe trewandes. Beleue me one 
thinge, Js one byꝛde loueth an other, and one beaſt an o⸗ 
ther, and one wyſe man an other: ſo one koole loueth an 
other foole. 

¶ I temẽbꝛe on a day as I reuolued the regiſters in the 


Capitoll, I redde a ryght meruaylous thynge of Ozuetꝰ 
Oo à famous 
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a famous ozatour, which is buried in the yle of Heleſpot 
on the moũt Adamantine, Whan great Scipio came fro 
the warte of the Peniens, better accompanied with hun- 
re ſto2uen trewandes, than with valyant capitaynes, he 
apde to hym : Of trouth it is a great ſhame to the, and a 
ſmall honour to the ſenate, that thou that haſte oucrcome 
the wyſe Affres, and beinge ſoo wyſe thy ſelfe, and of the 
blode of the wyſe Romayns, wylte be accompanied with 
theſe trewandes and fooles. In that vnhappy realme all 
the wiſe men coude not ouercome one that was thoughte 
ſo myghty amonge ſo many fooles. I ſay to the, that thy 
wyt is in moze peryl here in Rome, tha thy life in Affrike. 
¶ Thele were good woꝛdes, and not of no wozldely ma⸗ 
Iyce, and within a ſhozte whyle after, and by dyuers light 
perſons, and fo a linall occaſion, this pooze olde ozatour 
and ryche philoſopher, by the frendes of Scipio, was ba- 
nyſhed Rome, and ſent into that ple, Than beholde Lam⸗ 
bert, lette vs retourne to theſe tuglers, and trewandes. 
Whan they ate landed in that ple, let them go frank and 
free, ſoo that they vſe not theyr accuſtomed toyes , Thou 
ſhalt conſtrayne them tolabour, and chaſtiſe them if they 
be ydell. Foz theſe myſerable folke, fleinge from iaſte tra⸗ 
uayle, take on them vniuſt idelnes, a conuert mo me with 
their trewandyſe, than if open ſcoles of vacabundes were 
kept. There is nothyng that our fozefathers dyd, that di⸗ 
ſpleſeth me ſo moche, as the ſuffraunce of theſe vnthziftie 
trewandes. 
¶ In the pere. CC, xx bi. ofthe foundation of Rome, in 
an hozrible peſtilence in Italpe, to reioyce the people, was 
fyꝛſt founde out the inuention of Theatres, by the aduiſe 
of the trewandes. It is a ſhamefulle thynge to here, that 
the peſtilence duryng but two yeres, and the rage of theſe 
vnthziftes, to dure, Wit. C. peres, 
Lantz 
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CLamberte, J beleue well that the complayntes , that 
theſe pziſoners haue begon here, ſhal neuer haue an ende 
there. Howe be it J cate not: fo: the grudge of them that 
be ylle, iuſtifieth the iuſtyce and ſentence of they that be 
ood. As the mapſter of Neron ſayde : as moche as the 
zjame of ſynne ought to be fledde of theym that be good, 
ſo moche pꝛayſe is the infamye ofthe vll. J ſhall telle the 
one thynge, to the intent that the chaſtyſement ſhulde not 
ſeme cruell to the. That ſith the emperours of Rome are 
full of clemency to ſtraungers, it is no reaſon they ſhulde 
be to ſharpe to they: owne . Sythe fatall deſtenics hathe 
b:ought me into this wozlde, J haue ſene nothynge moze 
vnpꝛokytable to the common welthe, noz greatter foly in 
them that be lyghte of condicions, no2 a wozſe inuention 
fo: vacabũdes, noꝛ a moze cold teuocatton ot moꝛtal folk, 
tha to lerne of theſe gamners x trifelers a ſuch other iug⸗ 
lers. What thing is moꝛe monſtruous, tha to ſe wiſe men 
rctoyce at the light paſtyme of theſe vayne trifelers? what 
gretter mockery can be in the capitol, than the folyſhe la⸗ 
yinge of a geſtour, to be pꝛayſed with greatte laughter of 
wiſe mee what greater ſclauders can be to pꝛincis houles, 
than to haue they: gates always open to receyue in theſe 
fooles, and neuer open to wile folkes: what greatter cru⸗ 
eltie can there be foz any perſone, to giue moꝛe in one daye 
to a fole, tha to his ſeruantes in a yere,o2 to his kyn al his 
lyke! wohat gretter inconſtancie can be, thã to want men to 
furniſhe the garyſons and frontiers of Jllirico, and theſe 
trewandes to abide at Rome ? what lyke ſhame can be to 
Rome, thã Þ the memozy ſhalbe left moze in Italy of theſe 
toblers,trewandes,pypers, ſingers of geltes,tabourers, 
croudes, daͤcers, möers, geſters, à iuglers, thi p renome 
of capitains with their triũphes # armes. And whan theſe 
caitifes went all about in Kome tn 3 (hers 
0. it. _ 
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lewdenes, and gaderyng of money:the noble barons and 
capitapnes went fro realme to realme waſtyng their mo- 
ney, aduenturinge they: lyues, and ſhedynge their blode, 

In the vttermoſte parte of Spapne, whan warre be- 
gan betwene the Libericns and Godytains, and they of 
Libericlacked money: Two iuglers and tabourers , of- 


.C fred to maynteyne the warre a hole pere. Ind it folowed, 


that with the goodes of two fooles many wyle men were 
ſlayne and ouercome. 

¶ Jn Epheſe a cytie of Aſie, the famous temple of Dpa⸗ 
na was edified with the confilcation of the goodis of ſuch 
a trewande and foole, 

¶ whan CTadmus edificd the citie of Thebes in Egipte 
with. I. gates, the mynſtrelles gaue hym moze toward it, 
than all his frendes. 

¶ Jfthe hiſtozics be trew, whan Augult edified the wal⸗ 
les of Rome, he hadde moze of the trewandes, that were 
dꝛowned in Tybze, than of the comon treaſourie, 

¶ The firſte kynge of Cozynth aroſe by ſuche villaynes, 
IJ ſawehis ſepulch:e at Cozynthie. And as J ſay of theſe 
ſmalle nombre, J myght ſay of many other. Behold than 
Lambert, howe lyttell care the goddis take, and howe va 
riable the caſe of foztune is, and howe the dedes of men 
le. Some be had in memozte by their folye, and ſomme 
fo their wyſedome , One thinge is come to my mynde, 
of the chaunce of theſe trewandes,and that is:whyle they 
be in pꝛeſence they make euery man to laugh at the folpes 
that they do and ſay: and whan they be gone, euery man 
is ſoꝛie fo; his money vᷣ they bare away, And of trouthe it 
is a iuſt ſentẽce of the goddis,Þ ſuch as haue taken vayn 


pleaſure togyther, whanthey are departed to weepe foz 


.their loſſes. Jwyll wꝛite no moze vnto the: but that J do 
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it ouer all the ple. Dende fozthwith the ſhyppes agayne 
fo: they muſte be ſente fo:the with pꝛouiſions in to Jure 
rico. Peace be with the Lambert, helth and good foztune 
be with me Marc. The ſenate ſaluteth the. Ind thou on 
my behalte ſhalt ſhewe to the yle the ioyfull happy cuſto- 
mes. My wife Fauſtine ſaluteth the, and ſendeth a riche 
gyꝛdell to thy doughter. And in recompence of the furres 
1] (cnde the ryche tewelles, 


¶ A letter ſent by Marc themperour to Catulus his 
ſpectall frende of the nouelttes of Rome 
The. xliu letter. 


Arcus the newe Cenſure, to the Catulus 
the olde Cenſurine. It is. x. dayes paſt, 
| I that in the temple or god J anus, Þ re- 
Na cevued thy letter: and J take the ſame 
god to wytneſſe, that J had rather haue 
CN "45 | d| ene thy perſone. Thou wzyteſte, howe 
— my wzitynge is longe, but the ſhoztnes 
of tyme maketh me to aunſwere the moze bꝛiefely, farre a- 
waye moze thanne J wolde. Thou deſireſt me to gyue the 
knowlege of the newes here. Therto Þ aunſwere, that tt 
were better to demaunde, if there be any thynge abyden 
here in Rome 03 Italp that is olde. Foʒ node by out heup 
deſtentes al that is good and olde is ended, and new thin⸗ 
ges that be pll and deteſtable we may ſe dayly. Thempe⸗ 
tout, the Conſule, the Trybune, the Denatours the E- 
diles, the Flampnes, the Pꝛetours, the Centuttons, all 
theſe thinges be newe, but the vilantes that ben olde, x al 
paſſeth to make newe offices, and to oꝛdeyne ſtatutes and 
ot come tothe councelles, and to reyſe vp ſub- 


ſidis. In luche wyſe , p there hath ben nowe mo nouelties 
Oo, lit, within 
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within theſe. ili. yeres than in time paſſed in.iiii C.peres. 
We nowe aſſemble to gither a. iii. C.to councell in the ca: 
pttoll, and there we blaſon and boſte, were, and pꝛomiſe, 
that ſome of vs may ſubdue + put vnder other, to fauour 
one, and diſtroye an other, other to chaſtiſe the yll and re: 
warde the good: To repaire olde, + edifze newe: to plucke 
vices vp by che rootes, and to plante vertues : to amend 
the olde, and folowe the good: to repꝛoue tyrauntes, and 
aſliſte the pooze : and when that we are gone from thens, 
they that ſpake beſt wordes, are often take with the wozlt 
dedes. O heup Rome, that nowe adapes hath ſuche Se⸗ 
natours, that in ſapinge we ſhall do, we ſhall do, paſſethe 
they: lyfe: and than euery man ſekynge koz his owne pꝛo⸗ 
Epte. foꝛgetteth the common welth, Oftentymes J am in 
the Senate to beholde other as they regarde me: and J 
am abaſhed to here the eloquence of their woꝛdes, the zele 
of Juſtyce, and the iuſtification of their perſons : and af- 
tet that J come thens, Þ am aſhamed to le their ſecrete er- 
toꝛcions, their damnable thoughtes, and their yll werkes 
{o playnly manyfeſt. Ind yet there is an other thynge of 
moze meruaple, and not to be ſuffred, that ſuche perſones 
as ate moſte defqmed, and vſeth mooſte diſhoneſte vices, 
that they with their moſt damnable intẽtions, make their 
auowcs to do molt cruell Juſtice. It is an ineffable rule, 
and of humayn malyce moſte vſed, that he that is mooſte 
hardy tocommytte greatteſt crimes, is moſt cruel to giue 
ſentence ageynſt an other for the ſame offence, Me thinke 
that we regard our owne crimes, as through ſmalle net- 
tes, that cauſeth thinges to ſeme the leſſer. And we reme- 
be the fautes of other in the water, that cauſeth thin 

to ſeme greattcr than they be. O howe many haue J lene 
condempted to be hanged by the ſenate, foz one ſmal faut 
done in all the lyke, and pet they commytte the ſame — 
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euety houre. 

¶ I baue tedde, that in the tyme of Alexander the great, 
there was a renoumed ptrate 02 rouer on the ſee, whiche 
robbed and drowned all ſhyppes that he coude gette : and 
by commaundemente ofthis good kynge Alexander there 
was an army ſente fozthe to take hym. Ind whan he was 
taken and pzeſented to Alexander, he os tohym:Shew 
me Dionides, why doſt thou kepe the ſee in danger, that 
no ſhyppe can ſayle out of the eaſt into the weſte foz the: 
The Pyzate anſwered and ſayde: It J kepe the fee in 
daungier, why doſte thou Alexander kepe all the ſee and 
lande as loſte : O Alexander, bycauſe J fyghte with one 
ſhyppe in the ſee, Jam called a thefe, and bycauſe thou 
robbeſt with. it. C. ſhyppes on the ſee, and troubleſt al the 
wozlde with two. C. thouſande men, thou arte called an 
emperour. I ſwere to the Alexander, ik foztune were as 
fauourable to me, and the goddis as extreme agaynſt the: 
they wolde gyue me thyne empire, and gyue the my lyttel 
ſhyppe: and than peraduenture J ſhuld be a better kyng 
than thou arte, and thou a wozs thefe than J am, 

¶ Thele were high wozdes, and well recepued of Aleri- 
der: and of trouth to ſe if his woꝛdes were cozreſpondente 
to his pꝛomyſes, he made hym from a Pyꝛate a great ca- 
pitapne of an armp: and he was moze vertuous on lade, 
than he was cruell on the ſee. J pꝛomyſe the Catulus A- 
lerander dydde tyght well therin, and Dtontdes was to 
be pꝛapſed greatly fo: that he had ſayde. Nowe adayes in 
Italye they that robbe openly are called lozdes : and they 
that robbe patuely are called theues. 

¶ In the pere bokes of Lpuius J haue redde, that in the 
ſeconde troublous warre punyke betwene the Romaynes 
and Carthagniens, there came an ambaſſadour Luſp- 
tapne ſente fro Dpapne, to treate foz accoꝛde of _ 
| Whan 
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that Jfeare me all wyll fall ſodeynly to the playne erthe. 


KARCYVS .. 
Whan he camme to Rome, he pꝛoued befoze theSenate, 
that ſyth he entred into Jtalye, he had ben. x. tymes tob⸗ 
bed of his goodes, and whyles he was at Rome, he had 
ſene one of them that bad robbed hym, hange vp an other 
that had defended hym. He ſeinge ſo yll a dede, and howe 
the thefe was (aued without Juſtyce, as a deſperate man 
toke a cole and wꝛote on the gybet as foloweth. O gybette 
thou art made amonge theues, nouriſhed among theues, 
cutte of theues, wzoughte of theues, made of theues , ſet 
amongetheues, and thou arte peopled with innocentes. 
And there as J redde theſe woꝛdes was in the oztginal of 
Lyuius,and in his hiſtozies. Þ ſwere to the by the immoꝛ 
tall goddis, that all the Decade was wzitten with blacke 
pnke, and theſe woꝛdes with redde vermylon , J can not 
tell what woꝛdes I ſhulde ſende the, but that euery thinge 
is ſo newe and ſo tender, and is ioyned with ſo yl ſyment, 


Itell the that ſome are ſodaynly ryſen within Rome vnto 
valour, to whom J wyll rather aſſure their fal, than their 
Iyfe. Foz all bupldpnge haſtely made can not be ſure. The 
longer a tree is kept in his kynde, it wyll be the longer er 
it be olde. The trees whoſe fruite we eate in ſommer, doo 
warme vs in wynter. O howe many haue we ſene, wher- 
of we haue meruayled of their ryſinge, and abaſſhed of 
theirfalles, haue growenas a hole pece,and ſoden⸗ 
ly waſted as afcome. They? felicite hath ben but a ſhoꝛte 
poynte, and their info:tune as along lyfe, Finallye they 
haue arediedthemil, + armed tt with tones of encreace, 
and after a lyttel gryndyng left it, tn vtyle al the hole pete 
after. Thou knowelt wel my frend Catulus that we haue 
ſene Cincius fuluius in one pete made Conſule, and his 
chyldꝛen ttibunes, and his wpfe a matron fo; ponge may⸗ 
dens, and belpde that made keper ol the capitol and yo 
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that not in one pete but the ſame day we ſaw Cincius be- 
heeded in the place, his chyldren drowned in Tybze, his 
wyfe fro Rome, his houſe raced downeto the 
— and all his good confiſked to the common trea- 
ourie. This rigo:0us example we haue not redde in any 
boke to take a copie of it, dut we haue ſene it with our eies 
to kepe it in out myndes. As the nations of people ate ba 
tiable, ſo are the condicions of men diuers, and appetites 
ok moztall folke: and me thinketh this is true, ſeinge that 
ſome loue, ſome hate, and that that ſome ſeke, ſome eſche- 
weth : And that that ſome ſetteth lyttelle by, other make 
of. Jn ſuch wile Þ al can not be cotent with one thing, noz 
ſome with all thinges can not be ſatis tied. Let euety man 
chuſe as hym lyſte, and enbꝛace the woꝛlde whan he wyll, 
Jhadrcather mount a ſofte pace to the fallyng, and yf J 
can not come therto, J wyll abyde by the way, rather tha 
with (weatte to mount haſtely, and than to tumble down 
heedlyng. Ja this caſe ſith mens hartes vnderſtond it,we 
nede not to wzite further with pennes. And ofthis matter 
regarde not the lyttell that J do ſaye, but the great deale 
that I wyl ſay. And ſyth J haue begon, and art in ſtrange 
landes, I wyl wꝛyte the al the newes fro hens, This pete 
the. xx v. day ol Map, there came an ambaſſadour out of 
Iſte, ſapenge he was of the ple of Cetyn a baron tyghte 
elegant of body, ruddy of aſpect,and ryght hardy of cou⸗ 
tage. De conſidered beinge at Rome though the ſommers 
dayes were longe, yet wynter wolde drawe on, and than 
wolde it be daungerous ſaylynge in to his ple: and ſawe 
that his beſynes was not diſpatched : On a dap beinge at 
the gate of the Senate, ſeinge al the Senatours entre in 
to the Capitolle, without any armour vpon them he as a 
man of good ſpirite, and zelatour of his countreye, in the 
preſence of vs all ſapde theſe woꝛdes: 
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MAR CV. S. 
CO fathers conſcripte, O hapgy people, I am come fro 
a ſtraunge countrey to Rome, ouelp to ſee Rome, and J 
hauc founde Rome without Rome: The walles where- 
with it is incloſed, hath not bzoughte me hyther, but the 
fame of them that gouerne it. I ain not come to le the tre⸗ 
ſoutie, wherin is the treaſure of all realmes, but J am 
come to ſe the ſacred ſenate, out of the whiche iſſucth the 
counſell foz al men: I came not to ſe pou, bycauſe pe ban⸗ 
quyſhe all other, but bycauſe I thought you moze vertu- 
ous than all other. I date well ſap one thynge, except the 
goddes make me blynd, and trouble mpn vnderſtanding, 
pe be not Komapns of Kome,noz this is not Rome of the 
Komapns your pzedeceſſours. We haue herde in our ple, 
that dyuers realmes ben wonne by the valpantiſe of one, 
and conſerued by the wyſedome of all the ſenate: and at 
this houre pe ate moze lyke to be diſtroyed, than to winne 
as your fathers dydde : all their exerciſe was in goodnes, 
and ye that are their chylderne paſſe all yout tyme in ceri⸗ 
monies. I ſay this ye Romapns, bycauſe ye haue almoſt 
kylde me with laughynge at pou, to ſe howe ye doo all as 
moche pour diligence to lcaue your armure withoute the 
gate of the ſenate, as your predeceſſours dyd to take them 
to defende the empire. What pzofpte is it to you to leaue 
pour armes fo: the ſurcties of your perſonnes, and putte 
them on, wherwith ye lee all the wozlde ? What pzofyteth 
it to the thoughtfull ſuiter, that the ſenatout entreth vn- 
armed in tothe ſenate without werde oz dagger: and his 
harte entreth into the ſenate armed with malyce ? O Roz 
mapnes, Þ wyl ye knowe, that in out ple we hold pou not 
as armed capitaines, but as malicios ſenators: not with 
ſharpe grounden ſwerdes à daggers,but with harde er⸗ 
tes 4 venomous tongues pe feare vs. Jfye ſhulde in the 
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were but a ſmalleloſſe, ſeinge that ye ſuſteyn not the inno⸗ 
centes, noꝛ diſpatche not the buſineſſes of ſutters , J can 
not ſuftre it. I canne not telle in what ſtate ye ſtande here 
at Rome: foz in out ile we take armour fro foles, whether 
pour atmours ate take awaye as fro foles o madde fol- 
kes, I wot not: Ik it be done fo ambittouſnes, it cometh 
not of Romaynes, but of ty;auntes, that wzanglcrs and 
trefull folke ſhulde be tuges ouer the peaſible, and the am 
bicious ouer the meke,and the malicious ouer the ſimple: 
if it be done bycaule ye be foles, it is not in the law of the 
goddis, that. iti. C. fooles ſhuld gouerne, tit. C. M. wiſe 
men. Jt is a longe ſeaſon that I haue taryed foz myn an- 
ſwere and lycence, and by your madnes J am now farder 
of, than J was the fyrſte day. We bzinge ople, hon, ſaf- 
fron, wood, and tymbze, ſalt, ſyluer, and golde out of our 
le into Rome, and ye wyl chat we goo elles where to ſetze 
Juſtice. Ye wyl haue one [awe to gather your rentes, and 
an other to determyne our Juſtices : ye wyl that we paye 
our tributes in one day, ⁊ ve wyl not diſcharge one of our 
errades in a hole pere. I require you Romapns determine 
pour ſelfes to take a way out lyues, and ſo we ſhall ende: 
0: els here out complayntes, to thentet that we map ſerue 
pou. Fo: in an other maner it may be than ye know by he⸗ 
tynge with your eares, whiche peraduenture ye wold not 
ſe with your eien. And if pe think my woꝛdes be out of me⸗ 
ſure,ſo Þ ye wyl remedp mp colitrey, J ſet not by my lyfe. 
Ind thus Þ make an ende. Uerily frende Catulo theſe be 
the woꝛdes, that he ſpake to the ſenate, which J gat in wat 
tinge. J ſay of trouth v the hardines, that the Romapnes 
wete wont to haue in other coũtres, the ſame as now ſtrã⸗ 
gers haue in Rome. There were that ſayde, that this am⸗ 
baſſadour ſhulde be chaſtiſed, but the goddis fozbyd,Þ foz 
ſaying trouth in my pꝛeſence, he ſhulde haue ben cozrecte, 
Pp. ii. Itis 


MARCYS 
It is inough # to moche to, to ſuffre theſe enpls, thoughe 
weſlee noz perſecute thoſe that aduertyſe and warne vs 
of them. The ſhepe ar not in ſuretie of the wolfe,but if the 
ſhepard haue his dogge with him. J mene,doggts ought 
not to leaue barkynge fo: to awake the ſhepardes, There 
is no god commaundeth, no: lawe counſayleth, noz com- 
mon welthe ſuffreth, that they whiche are commytted to 
chaſtyſe lpers, ſhuld hang them that (ay trouth. Ind ſith 
the ſenatours ſhewe them ſelfe men in their lyuynge, and 
ſometyme moze humapyne than other that be ſlaues, who 
elles ſhulde delyuer them fro chaſtiſement » O Rome and 
no Roine, haupng nothyng but the name of Rome, where 
is now become the noblenes of thy triumphes, the glozie 
of thy chyldzene, the rectitude ol thy Juſtice, and the ho- 
nout of thy temples? fo: as nowe they chaſtiſe hym moze 
that murmureth agaynſte one only Senatour, than they 
do them that blaſpheme al the goddis at ones. Foz it gre⸗ 
ueth me moe to ſe a Denatour oz cenſure to be wozſte of 
all other, than it diſpleaſeth me, that it ſhuld be ſayd, that 
he is thebeſtof all other. Fo: a trouthe J ſape to the mp 
frende Catulus, that as nowe wenede not to ſeke to the 
goddis in the temples, fo: the Senatouts are made god- 
des in our handes. This is the difference detwene theym 
that ben immoztall, and they that be moztall.Foz the god⸗ 
dis neuer do thynge that is yll, and the Senatours doo 
neuer good thinge: the goddis neuer lye, and they neuer 
ſap trouthe : the goddis pardon often, and they never foz- 
gyue: the goddis are content to be honoured, v. tymes in 
the pere, and the Senatours wolde be honoured. x. tymes 
a dap. What wylt thou that I ſhulde ſay moze? but what 
ſo euer the goddis do, they ought to be pꝛayſed: and the 
ſenatours in all their woꝛkes deſerue to be repzoued . Fy- 
nally I conclude, that the goddis aſſure and 1 nn 
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ty thynge, and they erte and faple in nothynge : and the 
ſenatours aſſure nothynge, but erre in all thpnges : onelp 
fo: one thinge the ſenatours are not of reaſoneto be cha- 
ſtyſed: and that is, whan they tntende not to amend their 
fautes, they wylle not ſuffre the ozatours to waſte their 
tyme to ſhewe theym the trouthe . Be hit as maye be, Y 
am of the opinion, that what ma oz woman, withdzaweth 
their eares fro heryng of trouth,tmpoſſible it ts fo: theym 
to apply their hartes to loue any vertues: Be it cenfure 
that tugeth, oꝛ ſenatout that ozdeyneth , oz emperour that 
commaundeth,oz conſule that executethe, oz ozatour that 
pzeacheth. No moztall man take he neuet ſo good hede to 
his werkes, noz reaſon ſo well in his deſires , but that he 
deſerueth ſome chaſtyſement foz ſome cauſe oz counſaylle 
in his doinges. And ſithe J haue wzitten to the thus of o⸗ 
ther, J wyll ſomwhat ſpeake of my ſelfe, bycauſe of the 
woꝛdes of thy letter. I haue gathered, that thou defireſte 
to knowe of mp perſon. Knowe thou fo2 certapne, that in 
the kalendes of Januarye J was made cenſure in the ſe- 
nate, the whiche offpce J deſired not, noz J haue not de⸗ 
ſerued it. The opinion of all wyſe men is, that no manne 
without he lacke wptte, 0z ſurmounteth in foly, wyl glad- 
Ip take on hym the burden a charges of other men: A gret⸗ 
ter caſe it is fo; a ſhamefaſte man to take on him an offyce 
to pleaſe euerye man, fo; he muſte ſhewe a countenaunce 
outwarde; contrarye to that he thynketh in warde. Thou 
wylte ſaye that the good are oꝛdeyned to take the charge 
of offices. O vnhappye Rome that hathe wylled to take 
me in ſuche wyſe, as to be the beſte in it. Greuous peſty- 
lence ought to come foꝛ them that be good, ſith J am ſca⸗ 
ped as good amonge the pll. I haue accepted this offpce, 
not foz that I had any nede therof, but to ſatisfie the de⸗ 


(p;es of my wife Fauſtine, and to fu 


147 


lfyll the commaunde⸗ 


Pp. itt, ment 


# Xo 
N. A e : 


fri 


"CE = 2 


—— — 


n 3 | — 9 gy 2 
p n 4 1 m— i g R $ . 2 - 
5 = — - . < - © * = 
, 2 4 - 
Þ — —_ — - 
: < - 0 = . - ö W = ©S o * - 
= - * 


— = — <4 


* N 
* 
* = = — - 
- 8 l = ; - wy — 
8 32 - 924 ' 
T — FORT 1% 
a o IC. a -- Ss _- . - . — 
— — — — —-„t. A000 + 8 4 " A 20 * 
- " * i - 


. * * 
6 g 
« . . po — 


- = 


| MARCVvVE 

ment of Anthontus mp grauntfather. no meruayle 
of any thynge that J do, but of that J leaue to be done, 
Foz any man that is wedded to fauſtyne, there is no vy⸗ 
lany but he ſhall do it. I ſwere to the, that ſich the day we 
were wedded, me ſemethe that Jhaueno wytte. J leaue 
weddynge fo2 this tyme, and retourne to ſpeake of offices, 
Surely a peaſible man ought to be in offyces, thoughe it 
bepeyacfull: fo; as the offpces are aſſured amonge them 
that be vertuous, ſo peryllouſly goth the vertuous folke 
amonge offices, Ind foz the trouthe hereof recken what 
they wpnne, and than thou ſhalt ſe what they loſe . Sape 
that is good, if thou knowelt it, and here the pl,if thou de⸗ 
ſp:e to knowe it. He that wyll take the charge to gouerne 
other, he ſeketh thought and trouble foz hym ſelfe, enuye 
fo: his neyghbours, ſputres foz his ennempes, pouertie 
fo; his rycheſſe, awakynge of theues, peryl fo: his bodye, 
an ende of his dayes, and tourment fo: his good renome, 
Fynally he ſeketh awape to retecte his frendes , and a te- 
peale to recouer his ennemies. O an vnhappp man ts he, 
that taketh on hym the charge of chyldzene of many mo⸗ 
chers, fo: he ſhalbe always charged with thoughtes, how 
be ſhulde content them all: ful of ſighes bycaule one hath 
to gyue hym : feare that one ſhulde take fro hym, wepyng 
ik he leſe, and ſuſpection that they inkame hym. He that 
knoweth this, without longe tarienge ought to ſette a bzt 
dell at his heed, But J (aye of one, as I ſaye of an other, 
Fo: I wyll (were, and thou wylt not deny it, that we may 
finde ſome nowe adays, that had rather be in the parke to 
fight ayenſt the bulles, thi be in ſuretie vpon 5 ſcaffolde, 
Oktentimes J haue hard ſay : Go we to the Theatres to 
renne at the bulles : go we to chaſe the hartes and wylde 
booꝛes:and whi they com there, they renne away, not the 
beſtes fro them, but they fro the beaſtes: In ſuche _— as 

they 
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they went tẽnyng they returne ageine fleing. I ſayetheſe 
ambici ous perſones pꝛocute to gouerne, # are gouerned: 
they commaunde and are commaunded: they rule and ar 
tuled: and fynally thynkynge to haue diuers vnder theit 
handes,theſe wzetches put them ſelfes vnder eucry mans 
fote. Foz the remedy ot all theſe perylles my thoughte is 
tomkozted with one thing, and that is, without pzocuring 
oz olletynge my ſelfe, the ſenate oftheyz owne wyll hath 
cõmaunded me. In the. viii. table of out aunctentlawes 
be theſe woꝛdes. We commande, that in our ſacred ſenate 
charge of tuſtyce be neuer giuen to him that wylfully of- 
freth hym ſelfe to it, but to ſuch as by type deliberation be 
choſen . This is certaynl a tuſte lawe , Foz men now be 
not ſo vertuous noz ſo louinge to the comon welth, þ they 
wyl fozget their owne quietnes and teſt, doing domage to 
them ſelt to pꝛocute an other mans pꝛołyt. There is none 
ſo folyſhe, that wyl leue his wife chyldꝛẽ a his own ſwete 
countrey,to go in to ſtrange countreis, but it he fe him ſelf 
amonge ſtrange people thinkynge vnder the colour of iu⸗ 
ice to ſetze for his own vtilite. J ſay not this without we⸗ 
pyng, that the pzincis with their (mall ſtudy a thought, a 

the iuges with their couetyſe, haue vndermyned a ſhaken 
down the hygh walles of the polycie of Rome. O my fred 
Catulus, what wylt thou that J ſhulde ſaye, but that our 
credfce ſo miniſheth, our couetiſe ſo largely ſtretcheth,our 
hardines ſo boldeth, out ſhamfaſtnes ſo ſhameles,that we 
pꝛouide fo; iuges to go and robbe our neigbouts as capi⸗ 
tayns ageinſt our ennemtes. ] lette the to wyte, where as 
Rome was beloued fo: chaſtiſing the yl, now it is as mo⸗ 

che hated foz diſpoyling of innocentes. Þ do remembze, þ 
Jred,in the time of Denis Syzacuſan,that ruled al Sp- 
tile, there came an ambaſſadourfro Rhodes to Rome, be- 
inge of a good age, well lerned, and valyaunt in n_ 
an 
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and ryght curious to regardeeuery thynge. He came to 
Rome to ſe the mateſtie of the ſacred ſenate: the heighte of 
the high capitol enuironned with the Colliſet : the multi⸗ 
tude of ſenatouts: the wyſedome of the counſaylours, the 
glorte of triumphes : the co:rectton of the yll, the peace of 
the inhabitauntes, the diuerſitie ofnations : the haboun- 
dance of the mayntenaunce, the ozder of the offices, and 
finally ſeinge that Rome was Rome: he was demaunded 
howe he ſemed therby: He anſwered and ſayde : O Rome 
in this thy pꝛeſent wozlde, thou art full of vertuous and 
wiſe men, hereaftcr thou (halt be furniſhed with foles.Lo 
what hygh and very hygh wozdes were theſe ? Nome was 
vi. C. yeres without houſes of nycetie of foles, and nowe 
it hath hen. iii. C. yeres without one wyſe 02 vertuous. 
Loke what J ſap, it is no motkerye but of trouthe, Tf the 
goddis now a dayes dyd reyſe our pꝛedeceſſouts 
fro dethe to lyfe, eyther they wold not knowe bs fo: their 
chylderne, oz elles attache vs fo: foles. Theſe be thinges 
bled in Rome, but thou ſendeſt no wozde of that is vſed 
in Agrippine. J wyll wꝛyte no thynge to the to put the do 
peyne: wꝛyte to me ſome thyng to reiopce me, it᷑ thy wife 
Dynſilla chanſed well ot the flote that came out of Cetin 
with lalte, oyle, and honye, J cauſed hit to be welle pꝛo- 
uided fo: het. Wite thou, that Flodtus our bncle was caſt 
do wne by rage of his hoꝛs, and ts deceaſſed. Laertia and 
Collodtus ate rendes to gyther, by occaſion of a mary- 
age. J do ſend the a gowne, J pꝛay to the goddes to ſende 
the toy therok. My wife Fauſtin ſaluteth the. Necõmende 
me to Jampꝛo thy ſonne. The gaddes haue the in keping: 
and contrary foꝛtune be fro me. Marcus thy frende to the 
Catulus his owne, _ 
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¶ A utter ſent by Marke the emperour to the amo- 
rous ladyes of Rome, by cauſe they made 
a play of hym, The. xiiii. letter. 


Atte ozatourlerninge at Rodes the arte of 

humanite,to you amozous ladies of Rome 
ſalutation to your perſones, and amende⸗ 
ent of your deſyꝛed lyfe . It is wziten to 
ine, that at the feaſte of the mother of the 
FI %%-Igoddis Berecynthia, all ye togyther there 
pꝛeſent played, and geſted on me: wherin ye layde foz an 
erample my Iyfe and mp renoume. It is ſhewed me, that 
Juilina compoſed it, Lucia Fulua wꝛote it, and thy ſelfe 
Toꝛingula dyd ſinge it, and ye all together dyd pꝛeſent it 
to the Theatre: ye haue poztrayed and paynted ine in dy- 
uers maners, with a boke in my hande,tourned contrary, 
as a fayned philoſopher: with a tongue alonge, as a bold 
ſpeket without meaſure: with a hozne on mp heed, a com⸗ 
mon cuckolde: with a nettell in my hande as a tremblyng 
louer: with a baner fallen downe, as a cowarde capitapn: 
with halte a berde as a femynate man: with a clothe afoze 
myn eies, as a condempned bacabounde: and yet not con⸗ 
tent with this, but the other day ye poztrayed me in a new 
maner. Ye made my figure with fete of ſtraw, my legges 
of ambze, my knees of wood, the thyghes of bꝛaſſe, the bez 
lye ofhozne, the armes of pytche, the handes of mace: the 
heed of peſſo : the eates as an alle : the cies of a ſetpente, 
the heares as rootes tagged: the tethe of a catte, the toge 
ofa ſcoꝛpion, and the fozeheed of leade: wherin was wzy- 
ten in two lynes theſe letters, M, N, T, N,1,S,V, S, the wht 
che meneth as J do take it) The moztall man taketh not 
the ſtatute ſo ſtrange, as the doublenes of the lyfe : a than 


pe went to the ryyer, and therin tyed his heed dounwarde | 


Qq a hole 
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D the handes of ladyes J take it as a mocketie. And to then 

=; ) tent that I ſhulde haue no tyme foz to thynke theton, ye 

” i ſende to wyt a queſtion of ine, that is: if J haue founde 

in my wꝛitynges, wherof, by whom, where, whan, what, 
» 444 "Ag * and howe the fyzſte women were made. And bycauſe my 


+ % 
1 / "= men of Rome, J lende myn anſwere. And if any other ho⸗ 


the queſtion, to know wherok the fyꝛſt women were made: 


VARCVS 
a hole dap. And if the lady Meſſalyn had not ben, Þ think 
it had ben tied there tyll nowe. Andnoweye amozous la⸗ 
dyes haue witten to me a letter by Fulutus Fabaitius , 
wherof I teceyue no pepn, but as an amozous man, from 


complexion is to take mockes foꝛ mockynges, and ſyth pe 
demaunde it, J ſhall ſhewe it: you and your frendes and 

1 myn, and ſpecially Fuluius your meſſager hathe deſircd 
me therto. There is nothig wherof J cõplayne, but J wyl | 


holde my peace, ſaue to your letter and demaunde, J will 
anſ were. Ind ſith there hath ben none foz to aſtze the que- 
ſtiõ, I pꝛoteſt that to none other but to you amorous wo⸗ 


neſt lady will take the demande foꝛ you, it is a token that 


lady ſheweth her ſelfe annoyed with your peyne openly, 

7 fro hensfozthe J condemne her, that ſhe kepe no faut that 

x ſhe knoweth in lecrete. They that be on the tage, fere not 

= the rozinge of the bulle: and he that is in a dongeon, fea- | 
5 reth not the ſhotte of artilierie. I wyll ſay, a woinanne of 

good lyfe, feareth no man with an yll tongue. The good 

Matrones may kepe me fo: thetr perpetuall ſeruant, and 

they that be vll foz their chiefe ennemie. Nowe to anſwere 


{1 AIlſay that accozdynge to the diuerſitie ot nations, that bs 


oe tothe wozlde, dyuers opinions 7 kynde in this caſe. 


The Egiptiens ſaye, that whan the flode of Nyle ranne 
abzode, and watred the erthe, there abode certayne pieces 
of crthe cleauynge to gether lyke greace, and u the 
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heate commynge in them created many wyld beaſtes:and 
ſo amonge them was founde the firſte woman. Note pe 
ladies, that it was neceſfarte, that the flode of Nyle ſhuld 
flowe ouer his bzimmes, that the firſt woman myght be 
made on the erthe . Ml creatures are bzedde in the entrap⸗ 
les of they; mothers,ercepte the woman, that was bzedde 
without a mother, Ind this ſemeth true,that without mo 
thers ye were bozne,bicauſe without rule ye lyue, à with⸗ 
out 02der ye dye. Ueryly he putteth him ſclfe to many tra- 
uayles, and hath many wyles to fynd, and many times to 
thinke, and to al ke many ſuccours, and to abyde manye 
peres, and to chuſe amonge many women, that wyll rule 
one onely wyfe by reaſon . Be the beaſtes neuer ſo cruelle 
and fierce, at the laſte the lyon is ledde of his keper with- 
out any bonde : The bullets cloſed in the parke : the bzy- 
dell tuleth the hozs : a lyttel hoke catcheth the fyſſhe : and 
the wolfe ſuffreth to be tyed:onely a woman is a beaſt vn⸗ 


1 abletobetamed: #neuer leſeth her boldnes foz any thing 


that is commaunded her,noz the bzidelle, fo not beynge 
commaunded. The goddes haue made men as men, and 
beaſtes as beaſtes, and the humayne vnderſtandynge ve⸗ 
ty high, and his ſtrẽgth of a great power: but yet is there 
no maͤ, be he neuer ſo high, that (hal ſcape the womã light 
ly, noz defende him, be he neuer ſo ſtronge. But J ſaye to 
pou my ladyes: There is no ſpurres that can make you 
go, no; raynes that can holde you,noz bꝛydell that can te⸗ 
frayne you, no angle oz net that can take you : and final- 
ly there is no law can ſubdue pou,no: ſhame refrayn you, 
no: feare abaſhe you, no: chaſtyſemente amende you. O 
to what yll aduentute putteth he hym ſelfe, that thinkech 
to rule and coꝛtect you. Fo2 if ye take an opinion in hand 
all the woꝛlde ſhall not drawe you frome it: ifa man tell 
oz warne you of any thynge, ye wyll neuet beleue hym 3 
| Qq.t. Jfons 
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Ff one gyue you good counſell, ye wyl not take it: if one 
thꝛeaten you, anone ye complayne: if one flatter you, thi 
ye ware pꝛoude: if one teioyce not tn you, ye are ſpiteful: 
ik one fozbeare you, it maketh you bolde: if ye be chaſty⸗ 
ſed, pe tourue to ſcrpentes : finallye a woman wyll neuer 
koꝛgyue any inturte, noꝛ gpue thanke foz any good dede, 
Nowe a dayes the moſte ſymple of all women, Jſteare, 
wyll ſweare, that ſhe knoweth leſſe than ſhe doth : and of 
trouthe the mooſte wyſeſt mans wytte (hall fayle tn they; 
reaſons : and yet the wyſeſt ofthepm ſwaruethfrome all 
wyſedom. Wil ye know my ladyes, hewe lytel ye knowe, 
and howe moche ye be ignoꝛant - That is, ye determyne 
ſodenly in harde thinges of grauitte, as yt pe had ſtudied 
fozita.M.yeres: and if any gaynſaye pou, ye take hym 
as a moztall enmie . Hardy is that woman, that dare giue 
counſel to a man, but he is moze hardier that taketh it of 
a womã. But J lay he is a fole that taketh it, and he moꝛe 


foole that aſketh it, and he is moche moꝛe folyſhe that ful⸗ 


kylleth it. Myn opinion is that he that wyl not fal amoͤge 
ſo many ſtones, noz pzicke him amonge ſo many thoznes, 
no: blyſter hym amonge ſoo many nettyls, lette hym here 
what J wyll ſay, and do as ye ſhall ſce : ſpeake well and 
woꝛke plle: In pzompſpnge pzomyſe moche, Jn fulfyl- 
lynge kulfplle nothpnge, and finally alowe pour wozdes, 
and condemne your counſelles. If one ſhulde demaunds 
nowe a days of dyuers ryght renoumed perſons that ben 
deed, howe they dydde with the counſell of women whan 
they lyued: J am ſure they wolde not haue ryſen than to 
beleue the, noz at this houre to be reupued ageyn to here 
them. Howe was kyng Philyp of Macedon with Olym⸗ 
ptas ? Parys with Delapne ? Flerander with Roſane! E- 
neas with Dydo i Yercules with Deyanira ? Panyball 
with Thampꝛa: eto with Agrippine: Ind ifye wyll — 

(4 
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beleue what they ſuffred with them, demande of me howe 
do amonge other. O pe women, Jtemembzinge that 
am borne of one of you, abhoꝛe my life:and J,thynking 
that J lpue with you, deſpre deathe. Foz there is none 
other death as to treate with pou, and no better lyfe than 
to flee fro pou: It is a common ſapinge amonge women, 
that we men be vnkynde, bycanſe we being bozne in your 
entrayles,do entreate you as bond women and ſeruantis: 
and pe ſay, ſyth ye beate vs with peryll, and nouryſhe vs 
with trauaile, that it were conuenient and iuſt that we al⸗ 
waps ſhulde be occupied in your ſerutces, Oftentymes J 
haue ſtudyed, why men deſpre women ſoo moche. There 
is no eyes, but they ought to wepe, no hatte but it ſhulde 
b:eake, no ſpirite but it ſhulde be ſorowful to ſe a wyſe ma 
loſte by a foolyſhe woman. The foolyſhe louer paſſeth the 
day to ſatisfie his ſyght, thederke nyght to tomble with 
bayne thoughtes : one dap hering tidinges, an other dap 
he offereth ſeruice: one tyme loupnge darkenes, an other 
tyme he hateth lyght : he dyeth with company, and lyueth 
ſolytarte : and finally the pooze folyſhe louet may that he 
will not, and willeth that he map not. Moze ouer the coũ- 
ſell ot his frendes pꝛofitethe him not, noz the ſhame of his 
enmies, no; loſſe of his goodes, no; the aduentute of ho- 
nour, nozloſynge of his lyfe, no2 ſekynge of deathe, noz 
cominge nere, no? goinge ferre, nor ſeinge with eyes, noz 
heringe with eares, noz taſtinge with mouthe, noz yet fe- 
lynge ofhande : and finallye to attapne victorie, he hath 
alway warre ageynſt him ſelfe. J wold theſe louers knew 
fro whens loue pꝛocedeth, it is this: Theentrailes that 
we are bzedde in is offleſhe:the bꝛeſtes that we ſucke; are 
offleſhe : the armes that we are nouriſhed in, be of flethe: 
the werkes that we doo,are of the fleſhe,by the whiche oc- 


caſtons comineth the repeale of out fleſhe to theit fletthe, 
| Manpe 
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Many free hartes falle in to the ſnares oł loue. It ſemeth | he 
well my ladies that pe ate bzought vp in puddels, as the | flp 
Cgipties ſay: The puddels kepe no clete water to dzinke, yo 
noꝛ fruit to eate, noz fyſhe to be taken, noz velſell to ſayle I na 
with: J do ſay pe are foule in your lyuinge, ſhamefullin th 
pour perſones, in aduerſitie feble and lethy, in pꝛoſpetite ro 
ſubtille and wylye: falſe in woꝛdes, doubtful in your wer⸗ pe 
kes: In hatinge ye kepe a diſozder, extreme to loue, aua- | thi 
ricious to gyue, vnſhainfaſte to take: and J ſay pe ate à ] de: 
receyte offeare, where as wyſe menne finde perylle, and in 
ſymple men ſuffre: In you wiſe men holde theit renomes Ne 
diſalowed, and the ſpinple their lyfe in penury. the 
¶ Let vs leaue the opinion of the Egiptiens, and come the 
tothe Grekes, whiche ſaye, that in the deſcrtes of Irabye | my 
the ſonne ſhineth mooſte hote : and they ſay,that at the be- | of 1 
— there appered a woman aloue with a byꝛde cal- not 
d Phenyr,the whiche byꝛde, they ſap, was created ofthe ton 
water, and the woman of the great hete of the ſonne, and out 
of the coꝛruption of the poudze that falleth fro the trees, paſ 
whiche the wozmes doo eate: Jn this wple there was 3 
tree ſoozecaten with wozmes, and it chaunced by heate of 
the ſonne,and dꝛyth of the powder, that a fyre kendeled, 
and ſo bzent it: and than ofthe fire and pouder of the (aid | 
bzent tree, the fyꝛſte woman was made, Ind though J be | thy 
a philoſopher Romayne, J wyl not ſaye, that the opinion out 
ot the philoſopher greke was yll. Foz of truth ye ladies | vnp 
that be amoꝛous, haue your tongues of the nature of fire, ] ſam 
your condicions of the rottenes of the powder of wood. par 
After the diuerſite of beſtes, nature hath put ſome ſtregth Þ by h 
in dyuers partes of they; bodyes, as the egle in the beke, neu 
the vnicoznein the hozne,the ſerpent in the tayle, the bull then 
in the heed, the beate in the armes, the hozs in the bzelt, 
dogge in his £2:he,the hogge in Þ gropne, the wood * 
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her wynges, and women in their tongues, Of trouth the 
flyght of the wood doue is not ſo highe as the fantaſie of 
your folyes, no: the catte ſcratcheth not ſo ſooze with her 
nayles, as ye [cratche foles with your impoꝛtunities: noz 
the dog hurteth not them, that he rencth at as ye do the ſo 
rowful louer that ſeruethe you: nozhe is not in ſoo grette 
peril of his lyte that catcheth the bulle by the hoꝛnes, as 
the good fame of the louer is that falleth into your han- 
des. Ind finally the ſerpente hathe not ſoo moche poyſon 
in his taile, as pe haue in your tongues. Set all the good 
Romapne ladyes aparte : foz there be many ot whom 
there is no complapnt of their perſones, noꝛ ſuſpection of 
their good names. Of all ſuche my letter ſpeketh not, noz 
my penne wzitethe not of theym, but of other: Jlſpeke 
of women that be ſuche, that all vencmous beaſtes haue 
not ſo moche poyſon in their bodies, as they haue in their 

tongues , And lithe that the goddes haue commanded, a 
our deſtentes do permytte, that the lyfe of men can not 
paſſe without women: therfoze J aduertyſe theſe yonge 
people, and pꝛay them that be olde, and awake wiſe men, 
and teche the ſymple, to flee away fro women of pil name, 

rather than from a common peſtilence. 


1 C Redynge the auncient lawes of Plato,  fynde wziten 


thus: we comand,y al wome openly infamed,be opẽlp put 
out of the citie, to thentct that other ſeing their ſinnes not 
bnpuntſhed, may abhozre the ſinne foz feare to fal into ths 
ſame peyne. Alſo the ſame lawe ſayth : We comande,that 
pardon be giuen to a woman of all the fautes commytted 
by her owne body, if any amendement be ſene in her: but 
neuet to pardon theym that haue commptted ſynne with 
their tonges. Foz commpttynge ſynne with an yl perſone, 
is of fragilitie, but with the tongue it is of pure malyce, 
CO diytne Plato, maſter # meaſure of al * 
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and pꝛince of all philoſophers, whanne thou madeſte that 
lawe in the golden wozlde, that there was neuer ſuch ſcar 
citie of vll women, and ſo great aboundance of good wo- 
men in Grece. What ſhall we doo nowe in Rome, where 
there be ſo many ylle openly, and ſo fewe good in ſecrete! 
Naturally they were wonte to be ſhamefaſte in their vy- 
ſages, temperate in wozdes, wyſe of wyt, ſobze in goinge, 
meke in conuerlation, pitiefull in cozrection, well regar: 
dynge their lyuynge, not kepynge compantes, ſtedfaſt in 
pꝛomeſſe, and conſtant in loue. Fynally let not the womi 
that wyll be good, truſt in the wiſedome of wyſe men, no; 
in the flatterie of lyght folkes : But lette Her vertuouſiy 
regarde her renoume, and beware always of any manne 
that maketh her any pꝛomys. Fo after that the flames of 
Venus be ſet on fire, and Cupide hath ſhotte his arowes, 
the ryche man offereth all that he hath, the pooze man all 
that he may, the wyſe man ſayth he wpl be her great frede, 
and the ſymple alway her ſeruant : the'wiſe man wyll loſe 
his lyfe foz her, and the fole wyll take his deathe foz her : 
(The olde man wyl ſay, he wyl be frend to her frendes:and 
the pong man wyl ſap, he wyl be ennemie to her enemies. 
Some wil pzomys to pay her debtes, and other to reuẽge 
her iniutie s. Fynally to hyde their pouertie, and to ſhewe 
their beautie,they leaue theſe fooles loſing their perſones 
and good fames. J will leaue to ſpeake of good women, 
fo: it is not myn intent to laye any thinge to their charge, 
but to aduertyſe them well. J demaunde of you amo2ous 
ladies, ifPlaton was there, whan ye made a playe of my 
Iyfe, and dꝛewe iny figure aboute in Rome! Nolurely,in 
dede by that J ſe in you at this tyme, it is ſuſpecious that 
is ſayde of other. Foz there is but a fewe in Rome, whom 
Þlato and his la we dothe excuſe. One thinge ye can not 


deny,if I were the wozſte of all menne, at the laſte , — 
| oun 
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founde the ende ol my bilanyeg. Ind ye can not deny me, 
but the that is leaſte pll of you, in all my lyfe I coude not 
ſhewethe malyce of her lyfe . It is greatte petylle to wiſe 
women, to be neyghbours to fooles : Great peryll its to 
them that be ſhamefaſt,to be with them that be ſhameles: 
great pertl it is to them that be of a mee and ſtyl maner, 
to be with them that be bolde and rude: great peryll it is 
fo: them that be chaſte,tobe with them that lyue in auou⸗ 
frie: great peryll it is foz the honourable, to be with them 
that be diſfamed. Foz the women defamed,thinke that al 
other be defamed, and deſyre that they ſhuld be defamed, 
and pꝛocute to haue them defamed: and ſay they be yl fa- 
med. Ind tothentent to couer their owne infamp,they en⸗ 
fame all other that be good. O you ladyes in amours,it is 
long ſith ye knew me and J you: and ik ye ſpeke, I ſpeke': 
yt ye knowe, I knowe:tf ye be ſtylle, Jam ſtyll:it᷑ ye ſpeke 
openly, Þ wyl not ſpeke in ſecret. Thou knoweſt wel Zup⸗ 
ha, that made the ieſte, howe Eumedes ſolde calues derer 
in the boucherp, than thou ſoldeſt the innocent virgins in 
thy houſe. Thou knoweſt wel Turiga, that one daye thou 
recknedſt all thy louers, but thou coudeſt not recken them 
on thy fynges, but deſy2fdſt to haue a buſhell ful of pea⸗ 
ſon Aiſd thou Lucia Fuluia knoweſte well, whan thou 
were, thou woteſt where, with Breto, and madeſte peace 
with thyſhuſbande, thou tokeſt hym a ſpde, and ſaydeſte, 
but if thou myghteſt lye out of thy houſe ones a weke, he 
ſHuld not lye in the houſe. And thou Retozia knoweſt wel, 
that in thy yonge dayes two yeres thou were appoynted 
on the ſee with a Pyrate,ſo that he ſhulde take no mo to 
ſatisfie a. C.men of warre in the galey . Thou Egna Coz 
cia knoweſt wel, that whan the cenſure entred to take the, 
he found. v.mens gownes in whiche thou wenteſt euer by 
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wareſt on by day. Thou knoweſt wel Peſplane Fabzice] Jmpr 
that Alumnus Metellus a thou beinge matied, befoze the] witi 
Cenſure demaunded openly his parte, of that thou gate tem 
in thy houſe with thy ſecret louers. And thou Campyll knolfro 1 
weſt well, not beinge content with thyn owne nation bun cau 
by rcaſon of the great hauntynge that thou haddeſt with lot o 
ſtraungers, thou canſt ſpeake all maner of languages. Your 
wil mark them that haue marked me, and hurt them that ot a 
haue hurte me, perſecute theym that haue perſecuted me, Joug 
and infame them that haue inkamed me: Il other my pen pou 
doth pardõ, bycauſe they haue pardoned me in their play.] due 
And bycauſe my lettet hath begonne in that ye haue done eue 
to my perſon, therfoꝛe Þ wyl end it in that it feleth of your | pou 
good names. Ind thus J conclude, that a man map ſcape] cou 
kree fro all domages, with abſteynyng fro them: But fro 
women there is no wap, but to fle fro them. Thus J ende 
and demaunde of the goddis, that J map ſe of you, as pe 
deſpre to ſe of me. Ind ſythe ye be louets, J counſell pau 
as yehaueſcnte me pour ieſte as fo2 a inocke, in lykewyſs 
fo: a mocke to tecepue the auſ were. Mate Rodpan to the 

ainozous ladyes of Rome. 


¶ Q letter ſent by Barc the emperour to Boemta a 
louer of his,that wolde haue gone with hym 
to the warres, The.rv.letter. 


rc pꝛetout Romayn ſent tothe watres of | wa 
I dDacp, ſedeth ſalut to p his louer Boemta, | ten 
V. which att in the pleſures of Rome. J being | ha 
caped fro Þ cruel bataile, haue ted p fewe | he 
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 Fabztce; myn enmies. In takynge thy letter into my hande, foꝛth⸗ 
befoze the] with the herbe of malyce entred into my hette. Whan Y 
hou gate ſ tempꝛe my body with thy delytes, I thinke my hart is fre 
myll knoſ tro the venym of thyn amours. J of mp will, and thou bi⸗ 
ation, bui j cauſe thou canſte do no moze, we haue giuen vs to be free 
deſt wich ol ourpleaſures, I thinke as well as to make a deuozſe of 
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our enmies. But ſuche as pe be, ſo ye do, banyſhementes 
of amours, and treaſures ot paſſions. The laue of you all 
ought to be digeſted with pylles: but the paſſion of one of 
pou wyll not be oppꝛeſſed with all the Rubarbe in Xleranz 
dzie. Yeſhewe your ſelfe crucll to pardon an ennemp, and 
every day light to change louers. Curiouſly J haue kept 
pou all the while that delytes ouerpꝛeſſed my youth :yet Y 
coude neuer ſe in any woman no certayntie, noz reaſon in 
loue, but hate at the laſt, Thy pꝛeſet lyghtnes quarellethe 
with my youth paſt : and it is bycauſe thou ſeeſt not in me 
the auncient will towarde the, noz the pꝛeſent ſeruice.And 
certaynly herynge thyn accuſation, and not my tuſtifica- 
tion, as iuſtly thou paieſt me with deth,as T pate the with 
fo:getfulnes : The whiche fozgettinge is as ſtraunge to 
be in him that ſeructh,as vngentiines in the ladye that is 
ſerued. T hinkeſt thou, that j haue foꝛgotten the la we of 
Uenus, where as it commandeth, that the curious louers 
uld ererciſe their ſtrengthes in armes, and occupie their 
hartes in loue? and alſo that their apparell be very clene- 
ly, their fete well compaſſed, their bodies tedfalt and not 
wauerynge, their voyces lowe and ſofte, and ſadde in cou 
tenance : their eies open gaſynge at wyndowes, and their 
hartes redy to fle in the aire , Of trouth my loue Boemia, 
he is but a groſſe louer, that holdethe his wylle in capty⸗ 
uitie and his vnderſtandynge free. The vnderſtandynge 
oughte to be loſte, where as wyl is in pziſon . J ſaye this 
to thentent that though myne age * * the _— 
nn 
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neſt,bicauſe I gyue my ſelfe to reſt, a that J haue gteatip 
fo:gotten the. J will not deny the trouthe : the daye of foz- 
gettynge maketh the muſter of my thoughtes, and reaſon 
whiche is pꝛouiſour declareth,that it is not to my grauits 
to permyt,that I ſhulde loue, noꝛ thy age to ſuffre to be be⸗ 
loued. Is nowe thou knoweſt, that diuers thinges; that 
pouthe diſſimuleth in yonge perſons, in age meryteth gre- 
uous co:rection. The dedes done in youthe pꝛocedethe of 
fgnozance :but the vilanies done in age pꝛocedeth of ma⸗ 
lytce. Whan J kepte the Cautons, J tetted in the ſtretes, 
A ſange balades, J gaſed to the wyndowes, J played on 
inſtrumentes, J ſcaled the walles, J wakened lyght per- 
ſons : thinkeſt thou, that wyſt what J dyd in my pouthe 
and nowe that J ſe my ſclfe pzomoted fro theſe pleaſures, 
and decked with ſo many whyte heates, and apparapled 
with ſoo many dolouts, J thynke nowe, J was not than, 
oz elles I dzeame as nowe, not knowynge the wayes chat 
I haue gone, not ſeinge the wayes full of ſtones, J have 
kallen ere J was ware, J haue fallen in ſnates:ſekinge nd 
guyde, J was entted into the whitlepoole: and by the 
groſſenesof mp boldnes, J was loſt, and therfoze J haue 
deſcrued pardon, And nowe that J am out of the thoznes 
and buſhes, thou woldeſt haue me fatther in than euer J 
was : And now that J can not take the purgations, thou 


 offreſte to me ſyʒopes: I haue watched all nyghte, and 


touched newly the alarme. Foz thy ancient amitie I pzap 
the, and coniure the in the name of the goddis, ſithe that 
mp harte is rebell agatnſte thy wpll, which is right dout- 
full : cauſe me to leaue to deſite the thus without doute. 
And to thenteat that thou ſhuldeſt not thinke ani vnkind⸗ 
nes in my whyte heares, as I may argue thy face of ydcE 
nes, I wyll that we recken what we haue wonne oz hope 
14 pla . £0 
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to wynne. Shewe me what cometh of theſe pleſures : the 
tyme vll ſpent, good name in ſcaterynge to patdicion, the 
patrimonie waſted, the credete loſt, the goddis annoped, 
the vertues ſclaundzed, the name of b2ute beaſtes gotte, 
and ſurnames of ſhame : ſuche pe and we and other be. 
Thou wꝛyteſt in thy letter, howe thou wylte leaue Rome, 
and come a ſe me in the warres of Dacy. Seinge thy folp 
J laugh, and knowledgynge thy boldneſſe, J beleue the. 
And whan I thynke thus, I take the letter agapne out of 
mp bolom, ⁊ beholde the ſeale, doutynge if it be thy letter 
02 not. Thou altereſt my pulces and felynges of my hart, 
t the colour ot my face chaũgeth, imageninge, that either 
ame ſurmounteth in the, oz cls grauitie faylethe in me. 
oʒ ſuche lyghtnes ſhuld not be beleued, but of lyke light 
perſones. Thou knoweſt well, he that doth yl, meryterhe 
peynſoner thi he that dothe inkamp. J wolde wite: whi⸗ 
ther thou wylte go? thou haſt ben cutte fo2 vertinace, and 
nowe thou woldeſt be ſolde foz wyne. Thou beganſt fyzit 
as cheries, and thou wilte be laſte as quynces : we haue 
efen the in bloſomes, and thou wylt be lyke the ſtuite: the 


— — 


niittes ar bery good, but the ſhales be harde, with ſtrawe 


anddonge thou arte made rype, and thou art rotten , and 
ik thou be rotte, thou art to be lothed. Thou art not cõtent 
with. cl. ycres, that thou haſte, of the whiche . rxv . yeres 
art paſſed in taſte as wyne, that is to be ſold: andas ſtraw 
beries hyd vnder the leaues that are cozrupte and rotten , 
Art not thou Boemia that lacketh two tethe, the etes ho⸗ 
lowed, with white heares, ⁊ a tiueled face, one hand loſte 
with the gout, a a rydbe marred with childe beryng*why= 
ther wylt thou go? put thy ſelfe tha in a batell, à caſt the 
tt into the tiuet, # thou ſhalt come out al weate. We haue 
taten the freſhe fyſhe, a nowe thou woldeſt bzing hyther 


ruſty old ſalt fiſhe in ſted therof,© Boemta Boemia, now 
| Br. ui. I 
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Ikno we there is nd truſt in pouth, noꝛ hope in age. Thou 


complayneſte, that thou haſte nothynge. That is an olde 
quarell ofthe amoꝛous ladies of Rome, whiche takynge 
all; ſay they haue nothynge: and that ye lacke of credece, 
pe do fulfpl with money. Therfoze beleue me louing fred, 
that the folyſhe eſtate, that pzocedeth of vnlaufulle wpn- 
nynge, gyueth ſmal ſuretie and leſſe good name to the per 
ſone. I can not tell howe thou haſte ſpende ſo moche. Foz 


it I dꝛewe of my rynges with one hande, thou dyddeſt o⸗ 


pen my purle with the other hand. J had greatter warres 
with my coffres than, than J haue nowe with myn enne- 
mies. I coude neuer haue iewell, but thou woldeſt demad 
it: noꝛ I dyd neuer deny the. Nowe at this houre J mer: 
uayle, fo: in this myn age J fynde great hynderaunce by 
mp pouthe. Thou complapneſt of trauayle and pouertye. 
Jam he that hath great nede of that medicine for this o⸗ 
pilatton, and a playſter fo: that ſooze, and to haue ſomme 
colde water fo2 that hote feuer. Art thou not aduiſed, that 
A banyſhed my neceſſitie in the londe of foꝛgetfulnes, and 
dyd ſet vp thy wyll foz the requeſt of my ſeruict. In wpn- 
tet I went all bare, and iu ſommer charged with clothes, 
went on kote in the myze, and rode in the faire way: whaͤ 
was heuy, J laughed: and whan J was merp, J wepte, 
Fo: dꝛed J dze we foꝛthe mp ſtrengthes, and oute of mp 
ſtrengthes cowardiſe. The nyghtes to ſygh, # on the day 
to wayte where thou wenteſt by. Whan thou haddiſt nede 
of any thynge; J was fapne to robbe my father foz it. Tel 
me Boemia, with whom fulfilledſt thou thyn open folies, 
but with the yll oꝛdets that Jputte my ſelfe to in ſectete! 
wot ye what me ſcmith by you amorous ladies of Nome: 
ye ate in the courte as the lyttelle moughtes catynge olde 
clothes, ⁊ a paſtime fo2lyght folkes,treſozers of foles, ⁊ ſe 
pulchzes of vices, This þ ſemeth me is, ð i in thy pouche 
eucrp 
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tuerp mi gate to the. bicauſe thou ſhuldeſt giue the to eue 


ty ma, now thou giueſt thy (elf to cuery ma, bicauſe euety 
mi ſhuld giue hym to the. Thou telleſt me, that thou bat 
li.ſons, lackeſt helpe foʒ them. eld graces to the goddis 
of the pitie that they haue vſed with the: they haue giuen 
to. x v.childʒen of Fabricio my neyghbout but one father, 
t to two ot thy childzen onely, they haue giuen. l. fathers. 
Thettoʒe deuyde them amonge they? fathers, and euerpe 
ma ſhal not haue one fynger.L ucia thy doughter in dede, 
and myn by ſuſpecte, remembꝛe that J haue done moze in 
matienge of her, tha thou didſt in her pꝛocreatton. Foꝛ to 
the gettyng of het thou dydſt call dyuers, a to mary her Y 
dyd it alone. J wzyteto the but lyttel, to the reſpect of that 
J wold wzite. Butrio Coznelto hath ſpoken moche on thy 
parte,he hym ſclfe ſhall ſhewe the as moche of my parte, 
It is long ago ſith I knewe thyn (impactence. J knowe 
wel thou wilt ſend me an other letter moze malicious. J 
pꝛay the ſith I wꝛote to the ſectetly, defame me not opelp. 
And whã thou redeſt this letter, remembze what occaſios 
thou giueſt me to wzite,z though vᷣ we be not frendes, yet 
wil J not leue to ſend the ſiluet. J ſend the a gowne, a the 
goddes be with p, a bzyng me out of this warte with pete. 
Marke pzctour in Dacye to his auncient louer Boemia. 


C The anſwere to the empetours letter ſente by 
Boemia. The. vi. letter. 
Oemia thyn ancient louer, to the Marc of 
moũt Celio her moztal enemp, F deſire ve 
geance of hy perſon, ⁊ vl foztune foꝛ al thy 
life. I haue recetued thy lettcr,xtherbyp- 
ceiue thy daͤnable ententes a thy cruel ma 
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MARS 


pe wyll hurte chem openly, but thon ſhalte not do ſo with | 


me Barc:fo: though I be not treſoureſſe of thy treſours, 
pet at leaſte I am treaſoureſſe of chyn plnes : and where 
as IJ can not reuenge me with my perſone; I ſhall labour 
to do it with mp tongue. And thynke, that though we wo⸗ 
men be weake, and our bodyes fone ouercome, yet wite it 
fo; certayne, that out hattes ar neuer vanquyſhed. Thou 
ſayeſt, that ſcapinge fro a battayle thou dyddeſt receyue 
my letter, whetot thou were ſooʒe abaſhed . It is a verye 
common thynge to them that be weke and \lacke,to ſpeke 
of loue, wanton fooles to treate of bookes, and to cowar- 
des to babble of armes : I ſay it, bycauſe the anſwerynge 
to a letter was not of neceſſitie to reherle to a woman as 
Jam, whether it were befoze the battaple o2 after. J know 
well thou art ſcaped fro it, fo: thou were not the firſt that 
kought, noz thelaſt that fled. Whan thou were ponge, J 
neuer ſa we the go to the warre, that euer J dꝛedde oz had 
ſuſpecte of thy lyfe: foz knowynge thy cowardyſe, J ne- 
uet toke care fo: thyn abſence, fo; therin Þ was moſt ſure 
of thy petſone. Than Mart tell me nowe, what thou doſt 
in thyn age. Jthynke thou beareſt thy ſpere not foz to iuſt 
in che warte, but fo: to leane on whan the goute greuethe 
the. Thy helmette J deme thou beareſt with the to dzinke 
within tau ernes and not to defende the fro the ſtrokes of 
Twerdes:fo2 I neuer ſawe the ſtryke man with thy ſwerd, 
but J haue knowen the fle a. M. women with thy tongue. 
O malicious and vnhappy Marc, if thou were as valys 
aunt as thou arte malytious, thou ſhuldeſt be as greately 
dꝛedde of the barbarike naciohs, as thou arte hated, as 
ceaſonne is, of the matrones of Rome. Tell me what thy 
lyſte: at the leaſt thou canſte not denye, but as thou haſte 
bena weake and ſlackelouer, ſo thou arte nowe a weake 
and ſlacke cowarde knygke, an ynknowen frende, auari⸗ 
Eee cious 
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| ciotts, infamed, malicious, cruell, ennemp to euery man, 


and frende to no bodye « And we that haue knowen the 
pong ſtrong and luſty, cõdemne the fo: an olde fole. Thou 
ſayeſt, that takynge my letter in to thy handes, thy hatte 
toke the poyſon of malyce. J beleue it well without ſwe- 
ryng, fo: any thynge beynge malicious fozthwith findeth 
lodging in thy hous. Beaſtes that be cozrupt, lightly take 
the poyſon, that they that ben of good complerion caſte az 
way. Ok one thyng J am in certayne,thou ſhalt not dye of 
poyſon.Fo2 one venyme oftentymes dyſtroyethe an other 
benym. O Malicious Marc, yf all they in Rome knewe 
the, as well as ſozowfull Boempa dooth they ſhuld ſoone 
ſe what difference were betwene the woꝛdes that thou ſpe- 
keſt,and the intention of thy hert. And if by the wzytinges 
that thou makeſt, thou meriteſt to haue the name of a pht- 
loſopher, by the ylnes that thou doeſt inuente, thou doſte 
merite to haue the name of a tyraunt . Thou ſapeſt, thou 
ſaweſt neuer certytude in the loue of a woman, no2 ende 
ok her hate. J haue greate glorye, that other ladies beſyde 
me haue knowlege of thy ſmall wyſedome. I ſe Marc, J 
wyll not mocke the, thou arte ſuche one, as neuer deſer⸗ 
ued that one ſhulde begynne to loue the, noz leaue to hate 
the. Wylt thou haue certitude in loue, and thou vnfayth⸗ 
full of thy ſeruice ? Wylt thou ſerue with mockeries, and 
woldeſt be loued truely ? Wylte thou entoye the perſonne 
without ſpendinge of any of thy goodes ? voylt thou haue 
no complayntes of the, and thou not ceaſſynge thy maly⸗ 
ces: Thou ſayeſt thou knoweſt the ylnes of women. wil 
thou know, we be not ſo folyſhe,as thou thinkeſt,no2 thou 
ſo wyſe as thou weneſte, to pꝛayſe thy ſelfe: yet hytherto 
hath ben ſene mo men, to folowe the appetite of women, 
than ther hath ben women folowynge the wyll of menne. 
In none of bothe is great truſt, and pet we * on 
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MARCYS 


that one man hath his harte ſo myghty to be moze wiſet 
than thꝛe wple women, and one woman thynketh her ſoo 
ſtronge to put vnder her fete and ouercome. iti. C. ſuche 
as be lyght. Thou ſayeſt, thou arte abaſhed of my lyght- 
nes, toleaue Rome, to go to the in the watres. Greate is 
the loue of the countrey, ſith that many leaue diuers wel- 
thes that they haue in ſtrange landes, and lyue ſtraptelp, 
fo; to lpue in their owne lande: but greatter is my loue, 
ſyth that J wolde leaue Rome with all the pleſutes, to go 
and ſerche fo: the in ſtraunge landes amonge the cruelle 
battayles. O malicious Marke, O ſtraungelouer :1f J 
leaue Rome, it were to go and ſeke my hert beinge in the 
battayles with the. Ind certaynly dyucrs tymes whanne 
J doo thinke on thyne abſence, J ſwowne and ſoꝛowe as 
mp hart were not with me, and yet J fyndeno perfyte re- 
medy. I thynke out loue is not lyke theſe beaſtes, that top 
of their pleaſures, withoute to wylle, and deſyre theyz 


| x E wylles. Iſweare to the by the goddeſſe Ueſta, and by the 


mother Berecynthia, that thou oweſt me moze foꝛ one dap 
of loue, that I haue had to the, than foz the ſeruyces that 
d haue done to the in.rrii.yeres.Beholo vnhappy Marc, 

owe moche in thy pꝛeſence J haue always regarded the, 
nd in thyn abſence J haue alwayes thought on the, and 
> Cleppnge J haue always dreamed of the, J haue wepte 
fo; thy trauayle, and laughed at thy pleaſure, and finally 


all my welth Jhaue wyſhed the, and al thyn ylles J haue 


wyſhed me. J enſure the one thynge, that as nowe J fele 
not ſo moche the perſecution that thou doeſt to me, as J 
do the mysknowlege that thou makeſt to me. It is a gret 
ſozowe foʒ an auaticious manne to ſe his goodes loſt, but 
without compariſon it is ferre greatter foz the louer to ſe 
his loue yl beſtowed: It is a hurt that is alwape ſoze, a a 
peyn alway peynkul, a ſoꝛow alway ſoꝛowłul. ⁊ it is 8 — 
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that neuer endeth. O ye men, ik pe knee with what loue 
women loueth you tn perfptenes whan they loue, # with 
what hart they hate whan they are ſet to hate: J ſwere to 
you, ye wold neuer copany with the in loue:o2 if pe do loue 
them, neuer leue them foz feare oftheir hate: # how there 
is neuer gret hate, but where as moch loue was fyzſt. But 
thou ſhalt neuer be gretly hatid,fo: thou were neuer truly 
loued of ladies. The ſoꝛowfull Boemta hath loued pᷣ.xxii. 
pere of her lyfe, # now ſhe only hateth Þ tyl after her deth, 
Thou lapeſt, I map be eaten fo2 veriuyce, and pet Þ wold 
be ſolde fo2 wyne. Þ knowe wel J haue erred, as one that 
hath ben ponge and lyght, and whan J percepued that J 
had loſte my way, and that my myladuenture can fynd no 
way no: temedy: It is the greatteſt loſſe of al loſſes, wha 
there is no remedy. J haue erred lyke a feble and a weake 
woman, but thou haſt erred as a ſtronge man: J haue er⸗ 
red by ſimple ignozance, but thou haſte erred of a pzepen- 
ſed and wilfull malice : I haue erred, not knowinge that 
7 ſhuld haue erred, but thou kneweſt what thou diddeſt : 

haue truſted as faythfull to thy woꝛdes, like a gentylle 
man, and thou haſte begiled me with a thouſandeleſin- 
ges as a lier. Telle me, diddeſt thou not ſeke accaſion to 
comme into my mothers houſe Getulia. to allure me her 
doughter Boemia to thy minde - Diddeſt not thou pꝛo- 
miſe my father to teache me to rede in one pete? and thou 
taughteſte me to rede the boke of Ouidius, of the arte of 
loue ? Diddeſt thou not ſweare to be my Huſbande, and 
than withdꝛeweſt thy hande as a falſe aduoultrer ? Doeſt 
thou not knowe that thou neuer koundeſt villanie in my 


erſonne, noꝛ I neuer founde trouthe in thy mouthe * It 
ceſt thou canſt not dente, but thou haſte offended the god⸗ 
dis, and arte infamed of men, a odious fo the Komayns, 
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MARCVS 
and fynally a traytour to my father and mother a bzeker ' 
of thy faythe, and to me ſozowfulle Boemta an vnkynde | 
louer. O malycious Marc, haſt thou not cutte me in lea⸗ 

ues, offrynge to my father to kepe his vines ſurely e Ill 
may the chekyn truſte the kyte, oꝛ the lambes the wolucs: 
& woꝛſe the to b2ing vp the doughters of the that be good, 
O curſed Marke, a domageable keper of vines hathe the 
matrones of Rome founde the, in kepynge their dough- 
ters: I were, that there was neyther grape noz cluſter, 
but it was caten oz cut by the, Thou dydſt cate me beinge 
grene, I pꝛomyſe the it hathe ſette thy tethe on an yl edge. 
Thou ſayeſte, I typed by power of hcate and ſtrawe . It 
diſpleaſeth me not ſo moche, that thou ſayeſt as thou gy- 
ueſt me occaſion to ſay to the. Thy ſhame is ſo ſhametull, 
and thy malyce ſo vnſhamefaſte, that J can not anfwcre 
the to the pourpoſe, withoute hurtinge oz touchynge the 
quycke. J wolde wyte of the, whan thou matyedſte Fau⸗ 
(pn, whether thou foundeſt her grene oz type! Thou kno⸗ 
weſt wel, and lyke wiſe ſo do J, that othcr beſide the, gau 
ged the veſſel, and thou drankeſt the lies: other gathered 
the grapes, and thou gleynedſt the vine:other dyd eate the 
grapes, and thou haddeſt the huſkes . O wycked Marc, 
beholde thyne euylles, and howe the goddis haue gyuen 
the tuſte chaſtyſemet, that thou being ponge meritedſt not 
to be deſyꝛed of thy loucrs, noꝛ t hat thy wyues kepe feithe 
to the in thyne age. Foz to be aduenged of thy perſonne, J 
nede none other thynge, but to ſe the matied to Fauſtine. 
By the mother Berecynthta J pzompſe the,Þ if thy ſmall 
wyſedome myght atteyne to knowe enticrly, what is ſaid 
of her and the in Rome, ſurely thou woldeſt wepe nyghte 
and day foz the lyfe of Fauſtyn, and not leue the thought- 
full Boemia. O Marc, Iyttell thoughte ts taken fo the, a 
bowe fer is our vnderſtidyng vncoupled fro thy though- 
tes; 
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uſe is made a ſchole of philoſophers, and the wanton⸗ 
neſſe of thy wyfe Fauſtyne by nyght, maketh it a bozdelle 
ofruffiens. It is a tuſte iugement of the goddis, that ſith 
thyn onely malyce ſuffiſeth to poyſon many that be good, 
that one alone map ſuffiſe to vnbend and loſe thy renome, 
One difference there is betwene the and me,and thy wife 
Fauſtine : foz my dedes are but in ſuſpecte, and yours are 
openly knowen in dede: myn areſecrete, and yours are e⸗ 
uident: J haue ſtõbled, but ye haue fallen: Of one thing 
alone J hauc merited to be chaſtiſed, but ye haue deſerued 
no foꝛgyuenes: My diſhonour is deed with the faut, and 
is buried with myn amendmet, but your infamie is bone 
with your deſyzes, and is bꝛoughte vp with pour wylles, 
and lyueth ſtyll with your werkes: finally therfoze youre 
infamic ſhall neuer dye, fo: you liued neuet welle. O ma⸗ 
licious Marcus, with all that thou knoweſt, woteſt thou 
not, that fo: loſynge of a good name, an pll fame is teco⸗ 
uered : and in the ende ofa good lyfe, begynnethe a good 
faame : Thou ceaſſeſt not to ſape ylle onely by ſuſpicion, 
the whiche thy falſe iugementes ſhewe the: and yet thou 
woldeſt we ſhulde not ſpeake that we ſe with our cies. Of 
one thynge be thou ſure , that neyther of the, noz of thy 
wyfe Fauſtyne there is no falſe wytneſſe: foz the trouth is 
ſo euident, that there nedeth not to inuent any lies. Thou 
ſaiſt, that it is an olde quarel of amozous ladies of Rome, 
that in takinge fro many we ate the poozeſt of alle other: 
bicauſe we falle in credence, we are honoured foz ſyluer. 

t is of certayntie, that we myſtruſte the hollie bicauſe of 
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fenen that with thy great doctrine by day tyme thy 
0 


nettyls, and thy mouth foz thy malyce. J haue cyriouſlye 
taken hede, that thou neuer ſaydeſt well by women, noz J 


neuer coud fynde, that any wolde the — What 9 
llt. 
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wy MARCVE 
ter cozrection ſhuld J haue of thy wyckednes, oꝛ moze ben 
geance foꝛ myn inturies, but to be certayn, that all the lo⸗ 
uynge ladies of Rome are ſoꝛpe ot thy lyfe, and wolde be 
gladde of thy dethe! The lyfe of that man is wycked, that 
many be wayle, and in whoſe dethe euery body retoyſethe. 
It is the pꝛopꝛetie of pooze vnkynde perſons as thou art, 
to foꝛgette the great goodneſſe done to them, and to be ſ0- 
ry fo; the lyttell that they gyue. Fs moche as noble hartis 
glozifie them in gyuynge to other, ſo moch are they aſha- 
med to tecepue ſeruices vnrewarded. Foz in giuinge they 
make thein ſelfe loꝛdes, and in receyuyng they are as ſcla⸗ 
ues. I wolde wyte what thou haſte gyuen me, oz what 
thou haſte receyued of me? J haue aduentured my good 
name, and giuen the poſſeſſion of mp perſonne : J haue 
made the loꝛde and mayſter of all my goodes : J haue ba- 
nyſhed my ſelfe out of my countrey, and putte my ſelfe in 
petyll only fo: thy ſake:and in recompence of al this, thou 


tepꝛocheſt me now of miſerie. Thou neuer gaueſt me any 


thing with thy good wyl, noꝛ J neuer recepued it willing: 
ly, no2 it dyd me neuer pꝛofyt. Al thinges recouer a name, 
not foz the common warke that we ſee, but foz the ſecrete 
intention with whiche we wozke, And thou vnhappy 
man deſitedſt me, not to enioy my perſonne, but rather to 
haue my money. We ought not to cal the a clere louer, but 
a theke, # a wyly ſee rouer. I had a lytel ringe of the, whi- 
che Jam determpned to caſte into the ryuer, and the clo- 
thynge that J had of the J haue bzente in the fire. And yt 
that my body were any thing amẽded with the bꝛead that 
FI haue eaten ot thyn, J wolde cutte my fleſhe, and let out 
the blode without any feate. O curſed Marke, thy darke 
malyce wolde not ſuſtre the clerely to vnderſtande mp let⸗ 
ter: foz Jentended not to aſke moneye, to releue my po⸗ 
yertie and ſolytatyneſſe, but reknowlegynge and — 
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noze ben zynge to ſatisfie my wyllynge herte, The bapne and co⸗ 
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uetous menne as thou arte thy ſelte, ate pleaſed with git 
tes, but the hartes incarnate in loue are Iyttell ſatisficd 
with ſyluer. Foz loue onelp is payed with loue agapne. 
The manne that loueth not as a manne of reaſone, but 
as a bzute beaſte, and the woman that loueth not but foz 
the intereſt of her perſon: ſuche ought not to be truſted in 
their woꝛdes, noꝛ their perſones deſpzed . Foz the loue of 
hcr endeth whan the ” fayle: and the loue of hym, 
whan het beautie fayleth. It thy loue pꝛoceded onelye of 
the beautie of my face, and my loue onely fo: the money ot 
thy pouts: it were not tyghte, that we were called wyſe 
louers, but rather very nyce perſons. O wycked Marke, 
J neuer loued the foz thy goodes, though thou louedſt me 
fo my beautie: with all my hart Jloued the than, a with 
all my hart J hate the now, Thou ſayeſt,the goddes haue 
ſhewed me greate pitte, to gtue me fewe chyldzen, and to 
them many fathers , The greattelt malice in women is to 
be vnſhamefaſte, and the moſte vilanie in men is to be yll 
ſaters.Dtuers thinges ought to be ſuſtred foz the fragili⸗ 
te ot women, whiche are not permitted in the wiſedom of 
men. J ſay this bicauſe I neuet ſawe temperaunce in the 
foʒ to couet thyn owne malices, noz wyſedome to excuſe 
the debilities of other. Thou ſateſt, that my ſonnes haue 


diuers fathers. Þ ſwere vnto the, that though thou dye. 
the chylderne of Fauſtine ſhall not be fatherles. And of 
trouth if the goddis, as thou ſayeſt, haue be piticfulle to 
my childzen, no leſſe art thou to ſtraunge childzen, Foz 
Fauſtin kepeth the but to excuſe her blame, ⁊ to be tutour 
of her childꝛen. O curſed Marc, thou mayſt wel reioyce and 
take no thoughte, fo: thyne owne chyldzen haue no nede 


to be maried. Foz one thynge we are bounde, that is foz 
the example, the whiche thou doſte gyue ol thy * : 
03 
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Fo: ſithe thou ſuffreſt Fauſtine in ſo many infamtes, it is 
no great nede that weſuffre any ſecretes in the. J ſay no 
moe at this tyme, makyng an ende of mp letter, delyring 
the ende of thy petlone. 


¶ Iletter ſent by Marcus the emperour to Matrine 
a yonge mayden of Rome, of whom he was 
enamoured, ſcinge her at a wyndow. 
¶ The.xvit.letter, 


=L== Arkethemperour, the very deſirous, to 
the Matrine greatly deſpred. J wote not 


* 


7/4 {| tfby good aduenture of mpn yll aduen- 


2 (ure , 02 bp yll aduenture of my good ad⸗ 


uenture, J dyd ſee theof late at a wpn- 


that curſed be they fo: euer. Fo: in beholdyng thy face, my 
hart fozthewith abode with the as pzyſoner . The begyn- 
ninge of thy knoweledge ts the ende of my reaſon, and fe- 
lynge ok flyght . Of one trauayle cometh infinite trauap⸗ 
les tomen, 
oute of my houſe, and yt᷑ that J hadde not gone out of my 
howſe, J haddenot gone oute in to the ſtretes, and if J 
had not paſſid though the ſtrete, J had not lene the at thy 
wyndowe, and if J hadde not ſene the at thy wyndowe, 1 
had not deſyred thy perſone: and not deſiring thy perſon, 
IJ had not put thy name in ſo greate peryll, noʒ mp lyfe in 
trauatle,noz had giuen none occaſion in al Rome to ſpeke 
of vs. Df a trouth lady Matrine in this caſe J condemne 
my ſelfe,ſpth Þ wold beholde the. And thou woldeſt be ſa⸗ 
luted, ſith thou deſyredſt to be ſene. And ſyth thou were ſet 
as a whyte marke, it was no greate meruayle that J — 


A do we, wher as thou heldeſt thyn armes 
2 as cloſe as myn eien were ſpꝛed ab2ode, | 


LO 


ſay it, it I had not ben ydel, I had not gone 


* 4 
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prong] feleth intende to hym that intendeth to the: and ſpthe J 


vnderſtande the, vnderſtande me, and vnderſtande ſythe 


- 
bob | thou doeſt not vnderſtande. Jam aduyſed,as J went by 


ta wpn- 
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with the aro wes of myne eies at the butte of thy beautie, 
with rollynge eies, with bzowes bent, well coloured face, 
tncarnate tethe, ruddylyppes, cryſpe heates, handes ſet 
with rynges, clothed with a. M. maner of clothynges, 
bearyng purſes full of ſwete ſmelles, and bzacelettes full 
of knackes, with perles and ſtones at the eares, Telle me 
what becometh of a woman, with theſe thynges, that wyl 
ſhewe her ſelfe at a wyndowe ? The mooſte cauſe is, that 
I can eſteme oz thynke therin, that ſith you do ſhew your 
bodies opcnly to vs at the cie, that your wylle is, that we 


1 Culde knowe your deſires ſecretely. Ind if it be ſoo, as J 


affcrme,that it is ſo, it ſemeth me madame Mattine, thou 


cqhuldeſt deſire hym that deſyreth the, to infozme hym that 


ſercheth the to anſwere hym that calleth the,x fcle that he 


the ſtrete Falaria to ſe theues putte to Juſtice, myne eyen 
ſawe the at a wyndowe, on whome dependeth all my de- 
ſires. Thou docſt moze Juſtyce to me, than J to the the- 
ues: fo: I beinge at Juſtice, thou haſt iuſticied the Ju⸗ 
ſtice, x none dare peyne the. The gybet is not ſo cruellto 
them that neuer knew but il doing, as thou art to me that 
neuer thought, but howe J myghte doo the ſeruice. The 
theues ſuffre but one death, and thou makeſt me to ſuffre 
a. M. ina day: Jn one houre the theues liues ate ended, 
and J dye cuery mynute: J dꝛawe towarde deth wzong- 
fully, and they ſuffre fo2 their fautes : I ſuffre an innocet, 
they openly, and J in ſecrete. What ſhall I ſaye moze to 
the : of trouthe they wept watry droppes with their eyes, 
bycauſe they dye, and J wepe teares of bloud in my hart, 
bycauſe J lyue. This is the difference, they: tourmentes 


ſpzedeth abzode thzough al their bodies, and J kepe myn 
Tt togpder 


MARCVS 
together in my hart. O cruelle Matrine J carne not telle to b 


what Juſtice it is to put men to deth that ſteale money, ' con 
ſuffre women to lyue that robbe mennes hartes: Jfthey: | Ja 
eares be cut of, that pyke mens purces, why ate womenne wel 
than pardoned, that robbe mennes in warde hartes a en⸗ thy! 
traples: By thy noblenes J p:ay the, and by the goddeſſe 


_— 


Uenus J contre the eyther anſwere to mp deſyre,ozelles | — 
reſtoꝛe my hatte agapn, whiche thou haſt robbed fro me fapt 


J wolde thou kneweſt the clere fayth of my hatte, rather | ſent 
than this letter wiiten with my hand. Jfmyne aduenture 
were ſo good, as to ſpeke with the and that thy loue were 
not aſhamed therof, J wold hope with the ſight and ſpech 
to wynne that whiche J am in ſuſpect to leſe by my letter. wit 
The teaſon is, bycauſe thou hereſt mp plle and rude rea- 
ſons redynge my letter. Ind if thou ſaweſt me, thou ſhul- 
deſte ſe the cruell teares that J offre tothe by my Iyfe . J 
wolde my mouth coude publyſhe myne enraged euplles, 
as my hart feleth, than J ſwere to the lady Mattine, that 
my greuous dolo: ſhulde awake thy (mall thought. And 
as thy beautie # mine affection haue made me thyn owne, 
the knowelege of my paſſion ſhuld make the myne . Þ de- 
ſyte that thou ſhuldeſt regarde the begynnynge, and ther- 
with regarde the ende. Certaynly the ſame day that thou 
enpꝛiſonedſt my herte at thy wyndowe, in the doungeon 
of my deſyres, J had no leſſe weykeneſſe to be ouercome, 
thanne thou haddeſte fozce to conſtrayne me. And moꝛe 
greatter is thy power to put thy ſelte from me, thanne mp 
reaſon is to put me fro the. axe noo mercye of the but 
that we myght declare oure wylles together. But in 
this caſe what wylte thou that I ſhulde ſap, but that thou 
haſt ſo moche power ouer me, and J ſo littel ot my liberte, 
that wyll J nyll I, my hert can not be but thync ? And hu 
bepnge thyne, thou mapeſt and wylt not declare thp ſelfe | 
to 
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to be myn. Ind ſith it may not be, but that my Iyfe muſt be 
condemned in thy ſeruyce, be thou as ſure of my fayth as 
Jam doutefull ot thy hope: Foz I ſhall haue a greatter 
welthe to be loſte foz thy ſake, thanne to wynne any other 
thynge. J wyll ſay no moze atte this tyme, but that thou 
accompte my perdicion and dethe, and dꝛawe the lyfe of 
my teares in to open ioye: Ind bycauſe that holde mp 
fayth in thy faythe, and wyl never deſpapze in thy hope, 
ſende to the. x. lytell rynges of golde, with. r. ſtones of A- 
lerandꝛy: And JF contute the by the immoꝛtal goddis, that 
whanne thou doeſt put theym on thy fyngers, thou ſet me 
in thy hatte and entraples. Marcus amozous wrote this 


with his owne hande. 


C An other letter ſente by Marc the emperoure 
to the ſayde gentyl woman Mattine. 
The. x viii. lettcr, 


| [Ark habitaunte atte Rome, to the Ma- 
leryne his ryghte ſwete enemy. J cal the 
Acwete, foz it is tuſt that Þ dye fo: the. 
and J call the enemy, bycauſe thou ma 
Ads eeſt not an ende to ſle me. J can not tell 
wherin it is, but ſythe the feaſt of Jano 
haue wzyten thre letters to the. And to the an 


the, if it were thy pleaſure. Jf that J ſerue the, thou wol- 
deſt that I ſhuld not ſerue:1f Þ ſpcke,thou wylt not ſpeke 
to me, if I loke at the, thou wylt not beholde me: if J cal 
the thou wylt not aunſwere : ik J viſiteþ,thou wylt not ſe 
me, if I wit to the, thou wilt giue me none anſwere,and 
wozlt of al, if other do ſhewe the of my dolours, thou ma- 


keſt but a mocke tHerof, Ind if J had as moch knowlege, 
T. it. where 
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where to complapne to the as thou haſt power to remedy 
the platntyfe , my wiſedome ſhulde no leſſe be pꝛayſed a- 
monge wile men, than thy beautie is amonge fooles , J 
pꝛay the hartely tegatde not the contratieties of my rea- 


ſons, but regarde the faythe of my wepynges, the whiche 


in wytneſſe of my peynes J do gyue vnto the. J wote not 
what good may come to the of mp harmes : no2 what win 
nynge of iny loſſe thou ſhuldeſt hope to gette : no2 what 
ſuretie of my pcryl thou ſhuldeſt attayne vnto : noz what 
pleaſure of mp diſpleaſure thou mayſt haue. I haue had 
aunſwere of my meſſanger, that without redynge of mp 


letters, thou haſt with thy handes tozen them all to pie⸗ not 
ces. Jt ought to ſuffiſe the to thynke,that my perſon were is n 
hewen in quarters, pet J wolde thou haddeſt redde theſe not! 
ſmall lynes lady Matrine:foz by them thou ſhuldeſt haue not 
ſcne,howe my thoughtes were troubled. Ye women ate ſa grei 
extreme, that fo: » faut of one man, a womã wyl complayn the 
ok all other men in generall, ſo that ye be cruz! foz one par= |] crea 
ticular cauſe. Openly pe pardone all mens [yurs . aad in | are 
ſecrete ye pꝛocute euety mans dethe. J eſteme it acehyiſge | Wot 
dame Matrine that thou haſte done: but J lament me of con 
that thou demaundedſt Ualerius thy neyghbaut to ſape | tot! 
to me. Onethynge J wolde thou haddeſt in metribzie and M. 
not foꝛgot, and that is, ſithe that my lybertie is ſo ſmalle, the 
and thy power fo great, bycauſe I beinge all holly myne me 
owne, J am tourned to bethyn, that thou ſhuldeſt thinke, | hat 
that whan thou woldeſt imurie me, thou ſhuldeſt do moſt | pꝛo 
inturie to thy ſelfe, ſythe that by the J dye, as thou by me | wil 
doſte lyue. In thts yll purpoſe perſeuernot, fo: thou doſte | not 
aduenture the lyfe of vs bothe. Thou damneſt thy condi- | fo2! 
tion, and diſtroyeſt my helth, and finally thoumuſt come J p02 
to the medicine. Foꝛgiue me dame Matrine, tf J ſap any j to a 
malycetothe, that is, I knowe that ye women deſire one | to8 
thynge 
— 


— 
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 thynge, and kepe vs in d2ede, that it ſhoulde not come by 


her thought. Thou were wont to be wel conditioned, and 


at [caſte though thou doeſt not put it in bre pet thou haſte 


the fame therof : and an ancient fame ought not to be lefte 


1fo: ancwe bnkyndnes. Thou knoweſt well, what contra 


tineſſe dothe vngentylneſſe to the vertues in bertuous 
houſes, and thou canſt not be called vertuous,but if thou 
be gentyll and courteyſe. There is no greatter vnkindnes 
than to loue her that loueth not me: That J viſite the.and 
thou viliteſt not me, that I ſpeake to the, ⁊ thou ſpeakeſt 
not to me is nothynge, that J knowlege the, a thou wilte 


not know me is nothyng,though J wepe and thou laugh 


is nothynge, though J demaunde, and thou denyeſte is 
nothynge, though thou owe me, and neuer pape, yet it is 
nothinge: but where as J loue the and thou not me, 15 a 


great thynge: that thynge that can not be diſſimuled with 


the eies, noz the hart ſuffre all the vyces amonge moztall 
creatures, it is reaſon that they be fo:gyuen, bycauſe they 
are cominytted by nature, ſaue onelp the vnloupnge of 
women, and the vnkyndneſſe of men, whiche are dyces 
commytted of malyce. After dyuers ſeruices by me done 
to the, and moche moꝛe that J haue to do hereafter, thou 
Mattine mayſte all onely pay me with one thyng, F pꝛap 
the refuſe not to gyue me remedy, ſythe J haue not offred 
me in the petyll. If thou ſape, that Patroclus thy ſpouſe 
bath the pꝛopꝛette ouer the, pet at leaſte receyue me to the 
p:ofe, and I ſhall pꝛetende poſſeſſion of the. And in this 
wiſe in the vayne glozie to be thyn, ſhal couer the domage 
not to be myn. Thou makeſte me to meruayle ſoze, howe 
fo: ſo ſmale a mercy and reward thou canſt ſuffre ſuch im 
poztunitieſo longe. Foz certayn manythinges we grant 
to an impoztunate manne, the whiche are not graunted 


to a temperate man. It thou hopeſt we — me Ma⸗ 
WEI 


cryne, 
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tryne, J holde my ſelfe vanquyſſhed, ifthou wylte loſe * 


me, J holde me koꝛ loſt, it thou wylt le me, Þ peld my ſelfe 
as deade. Foz by the geſture that J make afoze thy gate, 
and the ſyghes that J make in myn owne houſe, are gret 
ly myne to reiplte, and the greuous aſſault of the, be edi⸗ 
fices moze to ſommon dethe, than to defende the lyke: pf 
thou wilte that I ſcape this daunger, deny me not the re- 
medp, bicaule it ſhalbe a greatter vice in the to ſle me, tha 
vilany to gyue me remedy, And it were no iuſte thinge foz 


ſo ſmall a pꝛyce to loſe the fapth of ſo gret ſerupce. J wote 


not what to do, to make the my debtour, and thou to pay 


me. And yet wozlt of al, I wote not what to do, noz what 
to thinke noꝛ to ſay, no to whom to determine me, bicauſe 


I can not aſſure any pꝛofyte in me, but to be certapne in 
thy ſeruices. And bicauſe thou doſte truſte hym that hath 


done this meſſage, by hym J do ſend this open letter, and 


my ſectete aunſwere. J do ſend the a ie well of perles, and 


a beſant of gold. To the goddis Þ do commende the. And 


I require the foz to receyue it with as good a wylle as J 


do pꝛeſent it vnto the, Marc the ozatour to the right hono 


table Matrine, 


¶ A letter ſent by Marc the emperour to Ly- 
bia a fapʒe lady Romapne. 
¶ The. xix. letter 


Lybia takynge but lyttell thought oz care: 
yk thy (mall thought paſſed any thynge on 
me, and alſo pf iny troubles and doſouts 

? were lodged and dydde reſte in the, thanne 
=. thou ſhuldeſt pctccyue and ſe howe ſmalle 
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the quarcll were, the whiche J make to the, in reſpecte of 
the 


Arke full of ſozowe and penſyfenes to the 
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the tourmentthat J dooſuffre, if the blaſinge flames iſ- 
ſued out, as the fpzed bzondes do bzenne me within, the 
ſmoke wolde reache to the heuens, and make ymbꝛes of 
the erthe: yt thou doeſt well remembze the fyrſt tyme that 
I ſawe the in the temple of the virgins veſtales, thou be⸗ 
pnge there pꝛaydſt to the goddis foz thy ſelfe and J on my 
knees p2ayed the fo2 my ſelfe. J knowe well thou offredit 
hony and oyle to the goddis,and J offred to the ſooze we⸗ 
pynges and ſyghes. It is a iuſte thynge to gyue moze to 


hym that offreth his inwarde entrayles, than to hym that 


—— — — 
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draweth money out of his purſe to offre. J haue determi⸗ 
ned, and diſpoſed me, to wzite to the this letter, that thou 
Culdeſt ſe how thou arte ſerued with the arowes of myne 
eies, that were ſhotte at the whyte of thy ſeruyces . Alas, 
howeſo:owful am J to thynbe,leaſt the calme tyme now, 
doth threten me with the tempeſt to come. J wyl ſay, that 
diſloue in the, cauſeth the hope doubtfull in me. Bcholde 
what myſaduenture, J had loſte a letter, and J tetout⸗ 


ned to the temple to ſete foʒ it, but J had nete loſt my ſelf, 


in going thyther ſo often, cõſyderyngimy ſmal metite. J ſe 
well, that myn eies the ladders of my hope, ate ſet on loo 
hyea walle, that no leſſe is the doubte of my fal, than the 


daunger ofthe clymmynge vppe. Thou bowynge downe 


the leaues of thy high merptes, haſte bꝛoughte me to the 
poynt of continuall ſetuice.Lette me haue thefruite, and 
giue the leaues to whome thou wylte. By the immoztalle 
goddis, J haue great matuayle, bycauſe J thought that 
in the temple of the virgins Ueſtales, no manne ſhoulde 
haue had temptations , But as nowe J doo fynde by cr» 
perience, that the woman is moꝛe lyberalle and ſooner o- 
uercome that is faſte and ſtraptly kept and watched, than 
other. Al the coꝛpotal domages are firſt hard ot, er they be 
knowen, and zno wen er they be ſene, and ſene er yep A 

ene, 


| 
| 
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felte, and felte et they be taſted, yet it is not ſo in loue. Fo: | mo 
fyꝛſt they fele the itroke therof, er they ſe the waye howe it 


cometh. The lyghtnynge is not ſo ſodeyne, but it is ſcene 
afoze the thonderclappe, noz the wal falleth not ſo ſodein- 
ly, but fy:ſte ſomme ſtones bꝛeake aſonder, no: the colde 
cometh not lo faſte on, but ſome ſmal ſheueringes cometh 
befoze: but all onely loue is not fclte tyl it be ſetled in the 


cutrayles, Let euety man knowe it that knowe it not and 


thou lady Libie it thou wylt, knowe : Loue ſlepeth whan 
we wake, and waketh whan weſlepe,andlaugheth whan 
we wepe, and wepeth whan welaughe : it aſſureth in ta- 
kynge, and taketh in aſſutinge: Ind ſpeketh whan we be 
ſtyll, and is ſtyll whan we ſpeke: And finally it is of that 


vs to lyue in peyne. I (were to the, whan my wyl became 
thy ſetuaunte, and thy beautie cauſed , that thou were iny 


but 
condicion, that foz to gyue vs that we deſpze, hit cauſeth | ou 


ladp, whan J was in the teinple and returned ageyn thi- | 


ther, not deſyzinge the, thou beheldeſte me, and J as vn- 
happy loked on the. But O what a thoughte came to me, 
that my hatte beinge hole, thou haſte denyded , beinge in 
helch thou haſte hutte, beinge alyue thou haſte (lapne, be- 

nge myn thou haſt ſtollen it, and that woꝛſte of al is, not 

elpynge to my lyfe, thou conſenteſt that loue aſſaple me 
to the dethe. Many tymes lady Libia conſyderynge that 
al my thoughtes ben hygh, and my foztune lowe, J wolde 
haue ſeperate my ſelfe fro the. But conſiderynge that my 
trauayles are well applyed in thy ſetuices, J ſay though 
FI myght J wyll not be ſepetate fro the. Þ wyll not denye 
one thinge, and that is, that curſed loue taketh away the 
taſte of al thynges, and yet therby alonly it gyueth vs ap- 
petite, the whic he giueth vs moche yll pꝛouffite. This is 
the p;ofc of him that loueth hertily. Fo: one diſfauout of 
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mockerye paſſeth by mockerie: but where as the true hert 
is, there is the grefe and no mockerte. Loue ſhedethe her 
poylone, and cruclle Cupydo fyrethe his arowes vppe to 
the fethers. Than the eyen wepe, the herte ſyghethe , the 
fleſhe trymblethe, the ſynewes ſhzynke: the vnderſtan- 
dynge wareth groſle, reaſon fayleth, and ſo all fallethe to 
the erthe, ſoo that finally the heuye louet abidinge in him 
ſelfe, holdcth lyttel oz nothynge of hym ſelfe. All this J 
(ay bycauſe that knowlege to loue fayleth in me: yet be pe 
ſure, that the woꝛkes fayle me not to wozke in thy ſetuice. 
And lithe hit was myn aduenture to ſe the, nowe it is my 
chaunce to knowe the, J demaunde nothynge elles ofthe, 
but that thou wylte loue me trewly, ſyth J loue the with⸗ 
out fepnynge. And it thou haſte harde, that J am ſycke 
at my hatte, J deſyze the to do me ſome good: fo? ſithe it 
is all onely in the, it is reaſon that thou all onely ſeke foz 
remedy. I was greatly comfozted, whan Fabius Carlp⸗ 


— | nus deſyzed me in thy behalfe to be a pꝛiſoner, and J dyd 
ome, 


incontinent all that thou dyddeſt deſyze, to thentente that 


thou on ſome day ſhuldeſt do that Þ delyꝛe. And beholde 


lady Lybia, the woman that is ſerued with ſeruyces it is 
reaſonne that ſhe receyue ſome pꝛapets. And thoughe my 
ſtrengthes haue no power to open the gates of thy pour⸗ 
poſe, as not to agree to thy demaunde, yet all my labours 
be bycauſe of thy renoume. J pꝛape the diſcouer not the 
one, no2 begyle me nat with the other. Fo: now thou ſeeſt 
that in grauntynge is remedy, and in truſte ts comfozte, 
but pꝛomeſſe is deceyuable , the delapenge is peryllous, 
and the entreatynge byndeth. J le verye welle, that the 
haſty demaunde deſcrueth a longe aunſwere ; but J wold 
not that thou ſhuldeſt do ſoo : but as J delp:e the, ſoo de⸗ 
ſpze me. I ſaye agapne, J am alle thyne , and not myne 
owne. And as foz my ſclfe in al thenges J wyll ſerue — 
| ll; n 
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MAR CVS [ 2 
Ind lady Libia regarde, that it were as moch honour fox ue 
the, as pꝛofytable foz me, to toutne thy diſoꝛdinate deſp- rye 
res and putpoſes. Fo: thou ſeeſt well it is moche better to les 
heale ſhoztly than to late with faylynge of thy purpoſe. fo: 
All women kepe one daungerous opinion, that is, they Þ ver 
wyll neuer receyue counſell that is gyuen them in a great geſt 
cauſe : and it it be ſo, as I thynke, ſithe thou arte pꝛapſed pay 
and eſtemed of great beautie, than be eſtemed to recepue {| with 
good counſel. Ind in this maner in taſe that my domage | ctr 
be very great, and thy pacience very lyttell, J ſhalbe cal- | tobe 
led wiſe to gyue the ſuche counſelle , and thou righte gra- four, 

g 


cious to folowe it. One thinge J ſape: and pardone me, 
thoughe Tſhewe it to the, how that women be greatly in⸗ 
famed, that wyll take no counſell, and ſuche as wille al⸗ 
ſure their renoume by the opinion of other, as moche as ſythe 
thoughe they were determyned ſo to do theit ſelfe. Wher⸗ 
foze J wolde ye ſhuld do one thyng foꝛ an other as J coti- * 
ſayle you. And if thou fyndeſt any yll therby , withdzawe of the 
thy hande. J wyll ſay no moze to the, but that J do pze- | ther 
ſent to the al my vnhappy troubles, my deſperate ſyghes, | ſo! 
and my ſceruyces as thy ſeruaunt: My troubled dolours, fy 
my woꝛdes of philoſophy, and mp amozous teares - Alſo [ 
I ſende the a gyꝛdelle of golde, and J gyue it the on the 
condition, that thou ſette thyn eies theron, and apply thy 
hatte to me. J pꝛaye the goddis to giue me to the, and the 
to me. Marcus Turelius the philoſopher wziteth this in 
bery great ſectete. | 
CTHVS ENDETH THIS GOLDEN Bokeof 
the eloquent Marc Jutelie emperour : who lo euer be te- 
der therof may take it by reaſon foꝛ a ryche and a newe la⸗ 
bout, and ſpeciallye pzincis and goucrnours of the com- 
mon welth, and myniſters of tuſtice, with other. Alſo the 
common people eche of them mape finde the labour con⸗ 
ucnicnte 
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uenient to their eſtate. And therin is conteyned certayne 
ryght high and pꝛofounde ſentences, and holſom counſel⸗ 
les, and meruaylous deuyſes ageynſt thencumbzaunce of 
fo:tune : and right ſwete conſolations fo; them that are o⸗ 
uerthrowen by foztunc. Finally it is good to them that dts 
geſte it, and thanke god that hath gyuen ſuche grace to a 
paynym, in gpuynge vs example of vertuous lyupnae, 
with hye and ſalutatie doctrines and meruaylous infiru- 
cttons of perfectnes. Certainly as great pꝛayſe as oughte 
to be gyuen to the auctour, is to be gyuen to the tranſla- 

tours, that haue laboiouſly reduced this treatyſe oute of 
Grcke in to latyn, and out ot᷑ latyn into Caſtiltan and out 
of Caſtilyan into frenche, and out of french into englyſhe, 
witten in high and ſwete ſtyles. O tight happy trauapyle, 


e as fythethatſuchefrutite is iſſucd therof. Ind allo bleſſyd 
her · be the handes that haue witten hit. A ryghte pzcttous 


coũ⸗ 


meate is the ſentences of this boke: But finally the ſauce 


1awe Of the ſayde ſwete ſtyle moueth the appetite. Many bokes 
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thete be of ſubſtancial meates but they beſo rude and 
ſo vnſauety, and the ſtyle of ſo ſmal grace, that the 
fy:ſte moꝛſelle is lotheſome and nop full: And of 
luch bokes foloweth to lye hole and ſounde 
in Lybzaties, but J truſte this wyll 
not. Of trouthe great pꝛayſe is 
due to the auctour of his 
trauaple. Ind ſyth 
there can be no 
grace cqut- 
polent 
in erthe, lette vs pꝛay to god to 
gyue hym grace and reward 
in heuen. Amen, 
Graces to god. 
FINIS, 


Thus endeth the volume ok Marke Aurelte empe 


If f 
{ 1 tour, other wyſe called the golden boke, tranſlated out o 
11 15 Frenche into englyſſhe by John Bourchier knyghte » 
15 lozde Barners, deputie generall of the kynges 


towne of Caleys and marches of the ſame, 
at the inſtant deſyze of his neuewe (p; 


N | Francis Bꝛpan knyghte, ended 6 
6 7 at Caleys the tenth day of 
Ws I; Marche, in the pere | 
"43-1 of the reygne 
"297 of oure | 
wy Soueraygne loꝛde kynge | 
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MARC YS 
I know there is no truſt in youth, noꝛ hope in age. Thon 
complayneſt, that thou haſte is an elde 
quarell of the amozous ladies ome, whiche takynged © 
all, ſay they haue nothynge: and that pe lacke of credice, 
ye do fulfpt with money. Therfoze beleue me louing fred, 
that the folyſhe eſtate, that pꝛocedeth of vnlaufull wyn 
nyng, gyueth ſmall ſuretie and leſſe good name to the per 
ſone. I can not tell howe thou haſte ſpende ſo moche. ; 
if Jdzewe of my rynges with one hande, thou dyddeſt o⸗ 
pen my purſe with the other hand. J had greatter warreg 
with my coffres than, than J haue nowe with myn enne⸗ 
mies. I coude neuer haue ie wel, but thou woldeſt demid 
it: no2 J dyd neuer deny the. Nowe at this houre J met: 
uaple, fo: in this myn age j fynde great hynderaunce 
my youthe. Thou complapneſt of trauayle and pou 
Jam he that hath great nede of that medicine foz this o⸗ 
pilation, and a playſter fo: that ſooze, and to haue ſome 
colde water foz that hote feuer. Art thou not aduiſed that 


J banyſhed mp neceſſitie in the londe of foꝛgettulnes and And b 


dyd ſet vp thy wyll foz the requeſt of my ſeruice. In wyn⸗ 
ter I went all bare, and in ſommer charged with clothes, 
I went ou fote in the myꝛe, and rode in the faire way.whi 
was heuy, J laughed, and whan I was mery J wept. 
Foz dꝛede J dzewe foꝛthe my ſtrengthes, and out of m 
ſtrengthes cowardyſe. The nyghtes to ſpgh, # on the day 
to wayte where thou wenteſt by. Whan thou haddiſt nede 
of any thynge, I was fayne to robbe my father fo: it. Tel 
me Boemta, with whom fulfilledſt thou thyn open folies, 
but with the yll ozders that Þ putte my ſelfe to in ſecrete? 
wote pe what me ſemith by you amozous ladies of Rome? 
ye are inthe courte as the lyttell moughtes eatynge olde 
clothes, æ a paſtime fo: light folkes,treſozers of foles,#(e 
pulch:es of vices, This þ ſemeth me is Þ if in thy _ 
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tuety mi gaue to the, bicauſe thou ſhuldeſt giue the to eue 


ty mã:now Ke ILL ſelf to euery mi, bycauſe euety 
ma ſhuld g n tell eſt me, that thou haſt 
i. ſons, lackeſt helpe fo; them. Yeld gracis to the goddis 
of the pitie that they haue vſed with the: they haue giuen 
to. xv. childꝛen of Fabꝛicio iny neyghbout hut one father, 
i to two of thy chtldzen onely, they haue giuen. l. fathers. 
Therfoze deuyde them amonge they: kathers, and euerye 
ma ſhal not haue one fynger.Lucia thy doughter indede, 
g myn by ſuſpect, remembꝛe p̊ I haue done foz her moꝛe in 
marienge of her, tha thou didit in her pꝛocreation. Foz to 
the gettyng of her thou dydſt call dyuers, a to mary her Þ 

it alone. wzyte to the but lyttel, to the reſpect of that 
wold wꝛite. Butrio Coznelio hath ſpoken moch on thy 
e, he hym ſelfe ſhall ſhewe the as moche of my parte. 
is longe ago ſith J knewe thyn impacience. Jknowe 
wel thou wilt ſende me an other letter moze malicious. P 
pꝛay the [ith N wꝛite to the ſecretly, defame me nat opely. 
And wha thou redeſt this letter, remembze what occaſios 
thou giuelt me to wzite, a though » we be not frendis, yet 
vil I not leue to ſend the ſiluer. I ſend the a gowne: # the 

ddis be with p, bzyng me out of this warte with pete. 
Parke pꝛetout in Dacye to his auncient louer Boemia. 


C The anſwere to the emperours letter ſent by 
Boemia. The. x vi. letter. 
DOemia thyn ancient louer, to the Marc of 
moũt Celio her moztal enemp, J delire bẽ⸗ 
geance ot thy perſon, c il foztune koꝛ al thy 
lite, I haue receiued thy letter, # therby ꝑ⸗ 
ceiue thy dãnable entrailes # thy cruel ma 
Alices. Suche yll perſons as thou art hath 
ep ſith one doth fulfre your vilanies i — 
ye wp 


MARCYVS 


ye wyll hurte them openly, but thou ſhalte not do ſo with 


me Marc:toʒ though J be not treſoureſſe gf thy treſours 
yet at leaſte I am treatoureſſe Rue > and where 
as I can not reuenge me with my perſon, J ſhall labou 
to do it with mp tongue. Ind thynke that though we wo: 
men be weake, and our bodies ſone ouercome, pet wyte it 
fo: certavne that our hartes ar neuer vanquyſhed. Thon 
ſayeſt, that ſcapynge fro a battayle thou dyddeſt receyue 


my letter, wherof thou were ſooꝛe abaſhed: It is a verye | 


common thynge to them that be weke and ſlacke,to ſpeke 
of loue, wanton fooles to treate of bookes, and to cowar- 
des to babble of armes: I ſay it, bycauſe the anſweringe 
to a letter was not of neceſſitie to reherſe to a woman as 
Jam, whither it were befoze the battayle oz after. J know 
well, thou art ſcaped fro it,fo: thau were not the firſt that 
fought , no2 the laſt that fledde. han thou were pong, 
neuerſawe the go to the warre, that euer I dzedde92had 
ſuſpecte of thy lyfe: fo: knowynge thy ne⸗ 
uer toke care fo: thyn abſence, fo: therin I was moſt ſure 
of thy perſone. Than Marc tell me now, what thou doſt 
in thyn age. I thynke thou beareſt thy ſpere not foz to iuſt 
in the warre,but foꝛ to leane on whan the goute greueth 
the. Thy helmette J deme thou beareſt with the to dzinke 
with in tauernes, and not to defende the kro the ſtrokes ol 
fwerdes, fo2 I ſawe the neuer ſtryke man with thy ſ werd, 
but J haue knowen the ſle a. M. women with thy — 
O malicious and vnhappy Marc, if thou were as valy- 


aunt as thou arte malicious, thou ſhuldeſt be as greately | 


dꝛed of the barbarike nations, as thou arte in hatred, as 
reaſon is, with the matrones of Rome, Tell me what the 
Iyſte, at the leaſt thou canſt not denye, but that thou haſte 
ben a weake and ſlacke louer, ſo thou arte nowe a weake 


and lacke cowarde knyght, an vnknowen A 
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wap. Ok one thyng Jam in certapne, thou ſhalt not dye of 
poyſon. Foz one venyme oftentymes dyſtroyeth an others 


In none of bothe is great truſt, and — bothe pꝛactiſe 


4s 


a AVRELIVS 157 

tious, tnfamed, malycious, cruel, ennemy to euery man, 
and dar neee 50D we that haue knowen the 
pong ſtrong and lulty,codemne the foz an olde fole. Thou 
ſapeſt, that takyng my lettre in to thy handes, thy herte 
toke the poyſon of malyce. Þ beleue ut well without ſwe⸗ 
ryng , fo2 any thyng beyng malicious fozthwith fyndeth 
lodgyng i thy hous. Beaſtes that be cozrupt,lyghtly take 
the poyſon,that they that ben of good completyon caſte a- 


venym. O Malycyous Marc, yt all they in Rome knewe 
the, as well as ſozowfult Boempa dooth,they ſhuld ſoone 
ſe what difference were betwene the wo2des that thou ſpe⸗ 
keſt,and the intencion of thy hert. Ind if by the wzptinges 
that thou makeſt, thou meriteſt to haue the name of a'pht- 
loſopher, by the ylnes that thou doeſt inuente, thou doſte 
merite to haue the name of a tyzaunt . Thou ſapeſt, thou 
ſaweſt neuer certytude in the loue of a woman, noz ende 
of her hate. haue great glozie, that other ladies beſpde 
me haue knowlege of thy (mall wyſedome. Aſe Marc, J 
wyll not mocke the, thou arte ſuche one, as neuer deſer- 
ued that one ſhulde begynne to loue the, noz leaue to hate 
the. Wylt thou haue certitude in loue, and thou vnkapth⸗ 
full of thy ſeruice ? Wylt thou ſerue with mockeries, and 
woldeſt be loued truely e Wylte thou eniope the perſone 
without ſpendyng of any of thy goodes ? Wylt thou haue 


no complayntes of the, and thou not ceaſſynge thy maly⸗ 


ces? Thou ſayeſt thou knoweſt the ylnes of women. J wyl 
thou know, we be not lo folyſhe as thou thinkeſt,noz thou 
ſo wyſe as thou weneſt, to pꝛayſe thy ſelfe: yet hytherto 
hath ben ſene mo men to folowe the appetyte of women, 
than there hath ben women kolowynge the wyll of men. 


that 


MAK CVS | 
that one man hath his harte ſo myghty to be 
than th:e wyſe women, and JULI 1h 
ſtronge to put vnder her fete 6 | uche 
as be lyght. Thou ſayeſt, thou arte abaſhed of my lyght⸗ 
nes, to leaue Rome, to go to the in the wartes. Great is 
the loue of the coũtrey, ſith that many leaue dyuers wel⸗ 
thes that they haue in ſtrange landes, and lyue ſtrayteip, 
koʒ to lyue in their owne lande: but greatter is iny loue, 
ſyth that J wolde leaue Rome with al the pleaſures to go 
and ſerche foz the in ſtraunge landes amonge the cruelle 
battayles. O malicious Marke, O ſtraunge louer: if J 
leaue Rome, it were to go and ſeke my hert beinge in the 
battayles with the. And certaynly dyuers tymes whanne 
F doo thinke on thyne abſence, Jſwowne and ſozowe as 
my hart were not with me, and yet J fynde no perkyte re⸗ 
medy. Jthinkenot our loue is lyke theſe beſtes that ioy⸗ 
eth of their pleaſures, without ts wylle, and deſyze their 
wylles. J ſweare to the by the goddeſle Ueſta, and by the 
mother Berecynthia,that thou oweſt me moze foz one day 
of loue, that I haue had to the, than foz the ſeruices that 
IJ haue done to the in.xxii.peres.Behold vnhappy Parc, 
owe moche in thy pꝛeſence I haue always regarded the, 
and in thyn abſence J haue al wayes thought on the, and 
ſlepynge J haue alwayes dꝛeamed of the, I haue wepte 
koꝛ thy trauayle, and laughed at thy pleaſure, and finally 
all my welth J haue wyſhed the, and al thyn ylles J haue 
wyſhed me. J enſure the one thynge, that as nowe J fele 
not ſo moche thy perſecution, that thou doeſt to me, as J 
do the mysknowlege that thou makeſt to me. It is a gret 
- ſozowefo; an auaritious man to ſe his goodes loſte: but 
without compariſon it is ferre greatter fo2 the louer to ſe 
his loue yl beſtowed : It is a hutt that is al wape ſoze, a 
peyn alway peinful,atozow alwap ſoꝛowful, ⁊ it is a bo 


AVRELIVS 158 


that neuer endeth. O ye men, if pe knew with whac loue 


women re en Feeder a whan they loue, + with 
whath ey hate they are ſet to hate: Jſwereto 
you,ye wold neuer copany with the in loue: oz if ye do loue 
them, neuer to leue the fo; feare of they; hate, a how there 
is neuer gret hate, but where as moch loue was fyꝛſt. But 
thou ſhalt neuer be gretiy hatid, foz thou were neuer truly 
toued of ladies. The ſozowful Boemta hath loued p̊.xxit. 
yere of her lyfe, a now ſhe only hateth p tyl after her deth. 
Thou ſayeſt, Þ may be eaten foꝛ veriuyce,and pet I wold 
be ſolde fo2 wyne. J knowe wel J haue erred, as one that 


hath ben yonge and W and whan J perceyued that J 


had loſt my way, and that my myſaduenture can fyndens 
way noz remedy : It is the greatteſt loſſe of al lofſes,whi 
there is no remydy. I haue erred lylle a feble and a wedke 


woman but thou haſt erred as a ſtronge man: I haue er- 


red by ſymple ygnoꝛance, but thou Haſte erred of a pꝛepen 


| ſedand wylfull malyce: I haue erred, not knowyng that 


ſhuld haue erred, but thou zneweſt what thou dyddeſt : 
haue truſted as faythfull to thy wozdes, lpkea gentyll 
man, and thou haſte begyled me with a thouſands leſyn-= 
ges as a lyer. Telle me, dyddeſt thou not ſeke occaſion to 
comme into mp mothers houle Getulta , to allure me her 
doughter Boempa to thy mynde! Dyddeſt not thou pꝛo⸗ 
myſe my father to teache me to rede in one pete? and thou 
taughteſt me to rede the boke of Dutdius ; of the arte of 
loue? Dyddeſt thou not ſweare to be my huſ bande, and 
than withdꝛeweſt thy hande as a falſe aduoultrer / Doeſt 
thou not kno we, that thou neuer foundeſt dilanye in my 
onne, noꝛ I neuer founde trouthe in thy mouthe'? Xt - 
thou canſt not deny, but thou haſt offended the god 
dis, and arte infamed ot᷑ men, a odious to the Romans, 
fclaundzed of good folkes, and rant, the yll _ 
| it, 
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and finally a traytour to my father and mother, a bzeker 
of thy faythe, and to me ſozowfulle : an vnkynde 
louer. O malycious Marc, ha | te me in les 
ues, offrynge to my father to kepe his vynes ſurely? Jll 
map the chekyn truſte the kyte, oz the lambes the wolues: 
t woꝛzſe the to bzing vp the doughters of the that be good, 
O curſed Marke, a domageable keper of vines hath the 
matrones of Rome founde the, in kepynge their dough: 
ters: I were, that there was neyther grape noz cluſter, | 
but it was eaten o2 cut by the, Thou dydſt eate me beinge | 
grene, J pꝛomyſe the it hath ſette thy tethe on an yl edge. 
Thou ſayeſt; I typed by power of heate and ſtrawe. Jt | 
dilpleaſeth me not lo moche;that thou ſayeſt, as thou gy- | 
ueſt me occaſion to ſap to the, Thy ſhame is ſo ſhamekull, 
and thy malyce ſo vnſhamefaſte, that J can not anſwere | 
the to the pourpoſe, without hurtynge oz touchynge the 
qupcke. Þ wolde wyte of the; whan thou maryedſt Fau- 
ſtyn, whether thou fondeſt her grene oz rype ? Thou kno- 
weſt well, and lykewiſe ſo do J. that other beſide the, gau 
ged the veſſel, and thou dzankeſt the lees: other gathered 
the grapes, and thou gleyned the vyne:other dyd eate the 
grapes, and thou haddeſt the hul kes. O wycked Marc, 
beholde thyn euylles, and howe the goddis haue gyuen 
the tuſte chaſtyſement, that thou being yonge merited not 
to be deſyꝛed of thy louers, noz that thy wyues kepe feith 
to the in thyne age. Foz to be aduenged of thy perſone, J 
nede none other thynge, but to ſe the maried to Fauſtine. 
By the mother Berecynthia J pꝛomyſe the, 5 if thy ſinall 
wyſedome myght atteyne to knowe entierly, what is ſayd 
ok her and the in Rome, ſurely thou woldeſt wepe nyghte 
and day foz the lyfe of Fauſtyn, aud not leue the thought; 
full Boemia. O Marc, lyttell thought is taken foꝛ the, # 


ho we fer is our vnderſtõdyng vucoupled fro thy tyougy 
es: 


PP 


tes: bycauſe that with thy great doctrine by day tyme thy 
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houſe is made a ſchole of philoſophers, and the wanton- 
neſſe of th by nyght, maketh it a bozdell 
of ruffiens. It is a tuſte iugement of the goddis that ſith 
thyn onely malyce ſuffiſeth to poyſon many that be good, 
that one alone may ſuffiſe to vnbend and loſe thy renome. 
One difference there is betwene the and me,and thy wyfe 
Fauſtyne : foz my dedes are but in ſuſpect, and yours are 


| openly knowen in dede : myn are ſecrete, and yours arc e⸗ 


uldent: J haue ſtõbled, but pe haue fallen: Of one thing 


, 
: 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


- 
| 


alone J haue merited to be chaſtiſed, but pe haue deſerued 
no foꝛgyuenes: My diſhonour is deed with the faut, and 
is buried with myn amendmet, but pour inkamie is bozne 
with your deſy2es, and is bzought vp with your wylles, 


| and lyueth ſtyll with your werkes: finally therfoze your 


infamie (hall neuer dye, foꝛ you lyued neuer well. O ma⸗ 
ucious Marcus, with all that thou knoweſt, woteſt thou 
not, that fo: loſynge of a good name, an pll fame is reco- 
uered: and in the ende of a good iyfe, begynneth a good 
faame : Thou ceaſſeſt not to ſayeylle onely by ſuſpicion, 
the whiche thy falſe iugementes ſhewe the; and yet thou 
woldeſt we ſhulde not ſpeake that we ſe with our eyes. Of 


one thynge be thou ſure, that neyther of the, no of thy 


wyfe Fauſtine there is no falſe wytneſſe: foꝛ the trouth is 
ſo euident, that there nedeth not to inuent any lies. Thou 
ſayſt, that it is an old quarel of amozons ladies of Rome, 
that in tak inge fro many we are the poozeſt of all other, 
bycauſe we fayle in credence, we are honoured fo: ſyluet. 
It is of certayntie; that we myſtruſt the hollie bicauſe of 
his pzickes, the atoꝛnes, foz his huſ kes, the toſes amoge 
nettyls, aud thy mouth foz thy.malpce. J baue curiouſly 
taken hede that thou neuer ſaydeſt well by women, noꝛ Þ 


neuer coude fynde, that any wolde the _ What = 
lit, er 
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tet coꝛtection ſhuld J haue ofthy wyckednes, oꝛ moꝛe n 
geance foꝛ myn inturtes, but to be cextayij that all the lo- 
upnge ladies of Rome are ſi , Uſd wolde be 
glad of thy dethe. The lyte of that man is wycked, that | wi 
many bewayle, and in whole dethe euery body retoyſeth, 
It is the pzopertle of pooze vnkynde perſons as thou att 
to fo:gette the great goodneſſe done to them, and to be ſo⸗ 
ty fo: the lyttell that they gyue. A's moche as noble hartis 
glozifyethem in gyuynge to other, ſo moche are they aſha 
med to recepue ſeruices vnrewarded. Fo; in giuinge they 
make them ſelfe lozdes,and in receyuyng they are as ſcla- | 
ues. wolde wyte what thou haſte gyuen me, oz what 
thou haſte receyued of me: J haue aduentured my good 
name, and giuen the poſſeſſion of my perſonne: J haue 
made the loꝛde and mayſter of al my goodes : J haue ba⸗ 
nyſhed mpy ſelfe out of my countrey, and putte my ſelfe in 
peryll only fo2 thy fake, and in recompence of al this, thou 
repꝛocheſt me now of milerie- Thou neuer gaueſt me any 
thing with thy good wyl, noz J neuer receyued it willing: 
iy, noꝛ it dvd me neuer pꝛotyt. Al thinges recouer a name, 
not fo: the common werke that we ſee, but fozthe ſecrete 
intention with whiche we wozke . And thou bnhappy 
man deſiredſt me, not to enioy my perſone; but rather to 
haue my money. We ought not to cal the a cłere louet but 
a theke a a wyly ſee rouer. I had a lyteli rynge of the, whi⸗ 
che J am determyned to caſte into the tyuer, and the clo⸗ 
thynge that J had of the haue bzent in the fire. And yl 
that my body were any thyng ameded with the bꝛead that 
IJ haue eaten of thyn, J wold cutte my f leſhe, and let out 
the blode without any fare. O cutſed Marke, thy darke 
malyce wolde not ſuffre the cletoly to vnderſtande iy let⸗ 
ter: fo q entended not to aſ tze monepe, to releue nip po 
ucrtie and ſolytaryneſſe., but reknowlegynge _— 

yn 
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tynge to ſatisfie my wyllynge herte. The bapne and co⸗ 


£ 


uetous men AS thou arte thy ſeife, are pleaſed with 
tes, but the hartes incarnate in loue are lyttell ſati 
with ſyluer. Foz loue onely is payed with loue agapne. 
The manne that loueth not as a manne of reaſone , but 
ag a bzute beaſte, and the woman that loueth not but foꝛ 
the intereſt ol her perſon: ſuche ought not to be truſted in 
their wozdes, noz their perſones deſyꝛed. Foz the loue of 
her endeth, whan the goodes kayle: and the loue of hym, 
whan her beautie fayleth. If thy lone pꝛoceded onely of 
the beautie of my face, and my loue only foʒ the money of 
pours : it were not ryghte, that we were called wyle 
ers but rather very nyce perſanes. O wycked Marke, 
neuer loued the foz thy goodes, though thou louedſt me 
2 my beautie : with all mp hart J loued the than, a with 
all my hart J hate the now. Thou ſayſt, the goddes haue 
thewed me great pitie, to gyue me fewe chyldꝛen, and to 
many fathers. The greatteſt malice in women is to 
be vuſhamefaſte, andthe moſte vilanie in men is to bell 
layers. Dyuers thiges ought to be ſuffred fo; the fragili⸗ 
te ot women, whiche are not permytted in the wyſedom or 
men. J ſay this bycauſe I neuer ſawe temperaunce in the 
foz to couer thyn owne malyces, noz/ wyſedome to excuſe 
the debilities of other. Thou ſayeſt, that my ſonnes haue 
dyuers fathers. I ſwere vnto the, that though thou dye, 
the chylderne of Fauſtyne ſhall not be f And of 
trouth yf the goddis (as thou (ave) haue be pytiefull to 
mp chyldzen, notelſe arte thou to ſtraunge chyldzen , Foz 
fauſtin kepeth the but to excuſe her blame, ⁊ to be tutour 
of her chyldꝛen. O curſed Marc, thou mayſt wel entop and 
take no thoughte, foʒ thyne owne chylderne haue no nede 
to be maried , Foz one thynge we are bounde, that is foz 
the example the whiche thou doſte gyue ol ee, 
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Foz ſithe thou ſuffreſt Fauſtyne in ſo many tnfamtes, tt ig 
no great nede that we ſuſfre e. Jfayno 
moze at this tyme, makyng an , deſyzing 
the ende of thy perſone . | 


¶ A letter ſent by Marcus the empetour to Matrine 


£0 


a ponge mayden of Rome, of whom he wass 
enamoured, ſeinge her at a wyndowe. 
¶ The. rvii. letter. 


— Irke the emperour.the bery deſirous,to 


ie by good aduentute of mpn yll aduen: 
eure oz by yl aduenture of my good ad- 
ſuenture, I dyd lee the ok late ata wyn⸗ 
ZW Da dowe, where as thou heldeſt thyn armes 
— — gas doſe as myn eien were ſped abzode, 
that curſed be they foz euer. Foz in beholdyng thy face my 
hart foꝛthewith abode with the as pꝛyſoner. The begyn⸗ 
ninge of thy knowledge is the ende of my reaſon, and fe: 
lynge of flyght. Of one trauayle cometh infinite trauap⸗ 
les to men; J ſay tt, if I had not ben ydel, I had not gone 
oute of my houle, and yf that J had not gone out 
howſe, J hadde not gone oute in to the ſtretes, and it 
had not paſſid though the ſtrete, I had not ſene the at thy 
wyndowe: and if J hadde not ſene the at thy wyndowe, 
had not deſpzed thy perſone: and not deſiring thy perſon, 
I had not put tim nam in ſo great peryll, no: my lyfe in 
trauayle, noꝛ had giuen none occafion in al Rome to ſpeke 
of vs. Of a trouth lady Mattine in this caſe J condemne 
mp ſelte, ſyth J wold beholde the. And thou woldeſt be ſa⸗ 
tutedifith thou deſiredſt to be ſene. Ind ſyth thou were ſet 
as a whytemarke, it was no great meruayle that J — 


the Matrine greatly deſyzed. I wote not affen 
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with the aro wes of myn eies at the butte of thy beautte, 
with roll K bꝛowes bent, wel coloured face, 
mcarnate tethe, ruddy lyppes, criſpe heares, handes ſet 
with rynges, clothed with a. M. maner of clothynges, 
bearynge purſes full of ſwete ſmelles and bꝛacelettes ful 
of knackes, with perles and ſtones at the eates. Tell me 
what becometh of a woman with theſe thynges, that wyl 
ſhewe her ſelfe at a wyndowe ? The mooſte cauſe is, that 


d can eſteme o2thynke therin, that ſythe ye do ſhewpour 


| 
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bodies openly to vs at the ete, that your wylle is, that we 
ſhulde knowe your deſires ſecretely. Ind if it beſo, as J 
afferme, that it is ſo, it ſemeth me madame Matrine,thou 
ſhuldeft deſire hym that deſireth the, to infozme hym that 
ſercheth the, to anſwere hym that calleth the, fele that he 
feleth, intende to hym that intendeth to the: and ſythe J 
vnderſtande the, vnderſtande me, and bnderſtande ſpthe 
thou doeſt not vnderſtande. Jam aduyſed as J went by 
the ſtrete Falaria to ſe theues putte to Juſtice, myne eyen 
ſawe the at a wyndowe, on whome dependeth all mp de⸗ 
(pes. Thou doeſt moze Juſtyce to me, than J to the the⸗ 
ues, fo2 I betngeat Juſtice, thou haſte iuſticied the Ju⸗ 
ſtyce, # none dare peyne the. The gybet is not ſo cruell to 
them that neuer knew but yl doing, as thou art to me that 
neuer thought, but howe J myghte do the ſeruice. The 
theues ſuffre but one dethe, and thou makeſt me to ſuffre 


. M. in a daye: In one houte the theues liues are ended, 


and J dye euery mynute: J dzawe towarde deth wꝛong⸗ 
fully, and they ſuffre fo2 their fautes: J ſuffre an innocet, 
they openly and J in ſecrete. vohat-ſhall J ſaye moze to 
the? of trouthe they wepe watry dꝛoppes with their eies, 
bycauſe they dye, and J wepe teares ofbloud in my Hart, 
bycauſe I lyue. This is the difference, their tourmentes 
ſpꝛedeth abode thzough al their bodies, and J kepe myn 
Tt togyder 
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to gether in iny herte. © cruelle Matrine, I can not telle 
what Juſtyce it is, to put ment monep, 
ſuffre women lyue that robbemen 
cares be cut of, that pyke mennes purces, why are womẽ 
than pardoned, that robbe mennes inwardehertes a en⸗ 
trayles ? By thy noblenes I pꝛay the, and by the goddeſſe 
Venus 7 conture the, eyther anſwere to my deſp2e , ozels 
reſtoze my herte agayn, whiche thou haſte robbed fro me, 
I wolde thou kneweſte the clere fayth of my herte, rather 
than this letter wꝛiten with my hand. Ar myne aduenture 
were ſoo good, as to ſpeake with the, that thy loue were 
not aſhamed therof; wolde hope with the ſyght a ſpech 
to wynne that whiche Þ ain in ſuſpect to leſe by my letter. 
The reaſon ts, bycauſe thou hereſt my ylle and rude rea⸗ 
ſons redynge my letter. And ik thou ſaweſt me thou ſhul- 
deſte ſe the cruell teares that J offre to the by my lyfe. J 
wolde my mouth coude publyſhe myne enraged euplles, 
as iny herte feleth,then J ſwere to the lady Matrine, that 
my greuous Dolo: ſhulde awake thy ſmall thought. And 
as thy beautie ⁊ mine affectton hath made me thyn owne, 
the knowelege of my paſſion ſhuld make the myne. J de- 
ſyꝛe that thou ſhuldeſt regarde the begynnynge, and ther- 
with regarde the ende. Certaynly the ſame day that thou 
enpꝛyſonedſt my herte at thy wyndowe, in the doungeon 
of mp deſpres, J had no leſſe weykeneſſe to be ouercome, 
thanne thou haddeſte fozce to conſtrayne me. And moze 
greatter is thy power to put thy ſelfe from me, thanne my 
reaſon is to put me fro the. axe noo mercye of the, but 
that we myghte declare oure wylles together. But in 
this caſe what wylte thou that Þ ſhulde lap, but that thou 
haſt ſo moche power ouer ine, and J ſo lytel of my liberte, 
that wyll J nyll Þ my herte can not be but thyne : Jad hit 
beynge thyne, thou mayſte and wylt not declare thy 


es? If they; 
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to be myn. And ſith it may nat be, but that my life muſt be 


condemned in thy ſeruyre, be thou as ſure ot my fayth as 


F am doutefull ofthy hope: Foꝛ I ſhall haue a greatter 
welthe to be loſte fo: thy ſake, thanne to wynne any other 


thynge. J wyllſay no moze atte this tyme, but that thou 
accompte my perdicion and dethe, and drawe the lyfe of 


my teares in to open iope: And by cauſe that holde mp 


fayth in thy fayth, and wyll neuer deſpayze in thy hope, 
ſende to the. . Iytell tynges of gold, with. x. ſtones of A⸗ 


lexandꝛy: Ind Jconture the by the moztall goddes, that 


whanne thou doeſt put theym on thy fyngres, to ſette me 
in thy herte and entrayles , Marcus amorous wrote this 


with his owne hande. 


¶ An other letter ſente by Marc the emperoure 
to the ſayd gentylwoman Matryne. 
The. xbiit. letter, 


Arke habytaunt atte Rome, to the Ma⸗ 
eryne his ryghte ſwete enemy. J call the 
J cwete, foꝛ it is Juſt that J dye foz the. 

And I call the enemp, bycauſe thou ma 
FVI — not an ende to ſlee me. J can not tel 
| herin it is, but ſythe the feaſt of Jano 
hytherto, I haue wzyten thre letters to the:And to the an⸗ 
ſwere of them J wolde that J had ſeen two letters from 
the, if it were thy pleaſure. It that J ſerue the, thou wol- 


deſt that J ſhuld not ſerue: if J ſpeke,thou wylt not ſpeke 
to me: if I loke at the, thou wylt not beholde me: if J cal 


— — 2 — 


the, thou wylt not anſwere: if J vilite p̃, thou wylt not le 
me, if I wꝛite to the, thou wilt giue me none anſ were, And 
woꝛſt of al, yt other do ſhewe the of my dotouts, thou ma⸗ 


keſt but a mocke therof, Ind if J had as moch knowlege, 
T. ii. where 
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where to complayne to the, as thou haſt power to remedy 
the plapntyfe, my wyſedome ſhulde ngleſſebe,y:ayſed a⸗ 
monge wyſe men, than thy beautie is amonge fooles, J 
p:ay the hartely regarde not the contrarieties of mp rea- 
ſons,but regarde the faythe of my wepynges, the whiche 
in wytneſſe of my peynes J do gyue vnto the. wote not 
what good may come to the of mp harmes:noꝛ what wyn 
nynge of my loſſe thou ſhuldeſt hope to gette : noz what 
ſuretie of my perylle thou ſhulde attayne vnto: no2 what 

pleaſure of my diſpleaſure thou mayſt haue. IJ haue had 
aunſwere of my meſſanger, that without — of mp 
letters, thou halt with thy handes tozen them all to pie- 
ces. It ought to ſuffiſe the to thynke, that my perſon were 
hewen in quarters, yet I wolde thou haddeſt redde theſe 
ſmall Iynes lady Matrine:foz by them thou ſhuldeſt haue 
ſene,howe my thoughtes were troubled. ye women are ſo 
extreme that fo: faut of one man, a womã wyll complayn 
of all other men in generall,ſo that ye be cruel foʒ one pat 
ticular cauſe. Openly ye pardone all mens lyues, and in 
ſecrete ye pꝛocure euery mans dethe. J eſteme it nothynge 
dame Matrine that thou haſte done: but J lament me of 
that thou demaundedſt Ualerius thy neyghbour to ſape 
to me. One thynge J wolde thou haddeſt in memozte and 
not foꝛgot, and that is, ſithe that my lybertie is ſo ſmall, 
and thy power lo great, bycauſe J beinge all holly myne 
owne, J am tourned to be thyn, that thou ſhuldeſt thinke, 
that whan thou woldeſt inturie me, thou ſhuldeſt do moſt 
iniurie to thy ſelfe, ſythe that by the J dye, as thou by me 
doſte lyue. In this yll purpoſe perſeuer not, fo: thou doll 
aduenture the lyfe of vs bothe. Thou damneſt thy condi⸗ 
cion, and diſtroyeſt my helth, and finally thou muſt come 
to the medicine. Foꝛgiue me dame Matrine, if J ſap any 
malyce to the, that is, J knowe that ye women —_ one 

ynge, 
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thynge, and kepe vs in dꝛede, that it ſhoulde not come by 
her thought. Thou were wont to be wel condicioned, and 
at leaſt though thou doeſt not put it in vre, yet thou haſte 
the kame therot᷑: and an ancient fame ought not to be left 


ko a newe vnkyndnes. Thou knoweſt wel, what contra⸗ 
ryneſſe dothe vngentylneſſe to the vertues in vertuous 
houſes, and thou canſt not be called bertuous but if thou 
be gentyll and courteyſe. There is no gretter bnkyndnes, 
than to loue her that loueth not me: That J viſite the and 
thou viliteſt not me, that I ſpeake to the, ⁊ thou ſpeakeſt 
not to me is nothynge, that J knowlege the, # thou wylt 
not know me is nothyng, though J wepe and thou laugh 
is nothynge, thoughe J demaunde, and thou denpeſt is 
nothynge, though thou owe me, and neuer paye yet it is 
nothynge : but where as J loue the and thou not me is a 
great thynge: that thyng that can not be diſſimuled with 
the eies, no: the hart ſuffre all the vyces amonge moztall 
creatures, it ts reaſon that they be foꝛgyuen, bycauſe they 
are commytted by nature, ſaue onely the vnlouynge of 
women, and the vnkyndneſſe of men, whiche are vyces 
cominytted of malpce. Ifterdyuers ſeruices by me done 
to the, and moche moze that J haue to do hereafter, thou 
Matryne mapſte all onely pay me with one thyng.J pzay 
the refuſe not to gyue me remedy, ſythe J haue not offred 
me in the peryll . It thou ſay, that Patroclus thy ſpouſe 
hath the pꝛopꝛetie ouer the, pet at leaſte receyue me to the 
p2ofe, and J ſhall pꝛetende poſſeſſion of the. Ind in this 
wiſe in the vayneglozie to be thyn, ſhal couer the domage 
not to be myn. Thou makeſt me to meruayle ſoze, howe 
fo: ſo ſmall a mercy and rewarde thou can ſuffre ſuche im⸗ 


| poztunitie ſo longe. Foz certayne many thinges we grant 


to an impoꝛtunate manne, the whiche are not graunted 


to a temperate man. It thou hopeſt to ouercome me Ma⸗ 
Tt. iii. tryne, 


MARCYS8 
tryne, Jholde my ſelfe vanquyſſhed, if thou wylte loſe | 
me, J holde me koz loſte,if thou wyl lg mg, J peld mp ſelf | 
as deade, Foz by the geſture that J make afoze thy gate, 


and the ſyghes that J make in myn owne hous,are gret⸗ | the 


ly myne to reſyſte, and the greuous aſſault of the, be edy⸗ 
fices moze to ſommon dethe, than to defende the lyfe: pf 
thou wylt that I ſcape this daunger, deny me not the re- 
medp, bycauſe it ſhalbe a gretter vyce in the to lle me, thi 
vilany to gyue me remedy. Ind it were no iuſte thyng foz 
ſo ſmall a pꝛyce to loſe the fayth of ſo gret ſeruyce. I wote 
not what to do, to make the my debtour,and thou to paye 
me. And yet wozlt of al, I wote not what to do,noz what 
to thinke noz to ſay,no2 to whom to determine me, bicauſe 
IA can not allure any pzofyte in me, but to be certayne in 
thy ſeruices. And bicauſe thou doſte truſte hym that hath 
done this meſſage, by hym J do ſend this open letter, and 
my ſecrete aunſwere. J do ſende the a ie wel of perles, and 
a beſant of golde. To the goddis J do cõmende the. Ind 
J require the foꝛ to receyue it with as good a wylle as J 
do pꝛeſent it vnto the, Marc the ozatour to the right hono 
table Matryne. 


CA letter ſent by Marc the emperour to Ly⸗ 
bia a fay:e lady Romapyne , 
(The, xix. letter, 


ybia takynge but lyttell thought oz care: 
vt thy (mall thought paſſed any thynge on 
Fra AY ime, and alſo yf my troubles and dolours | 
Dy 9 vere lodged and dydde reſte in the, than 


were, the whiche J make to the, in 8 


hou ſhuldeſt perceyue and ſe howe ſmalle ch 
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the tourment that J doo ſuffre, vf the blaſinge flames iſ⸗ 
ſued out, as the fyꝛed bzondes doo bꝛenne me within, the 
ſmoke woudereache to the heuens, and make ymbzes of 
the erthe : yk thou doeſt well remembze the kyꝛſt tyme that 
Jlſawe the in the temple of the virgins veſtales, thou be⸗ 
ynge there p2ayed to the _- fo: thy ſelfe, and J on my 
knees p2ayed the fo: my ſelfe. I knowe well thou offredſt 
hony and oyle to the goddts,and J offred to the ſo0ze wes 
pynges and ſyghes. It is a iuſte thynge to gyue moꝛe to 
hym that o his in warde entrayles, than to hym that 
dzaweth money out of his purſe to offre. I haue determi⸗ 
ned, and diſpoſed me, to wꝛite to the this letter, that thou 
ſhuldeſt ſe how thou arte ſerued with the arowes of myne 
cies, that were ſhotte at the whyte of thy ſeruyces. Alas, 
howe ſozowful am Ito thynke, leaſt the calme tyme now, 
dothe th:eten me with the tempeſt to come. J wyl ſap, that 
diſloue in the, cauſeth the hope doubtkull in me. Beholde 
what myſaduenture, J had loſte a letter and J retour⸗ 
ned to the temple to ſeke fo2 it but Þ had nere loſt my ſelf, 
in going thyther ſo often,coſydering my ſmal merite. I ſe 
well, that myn eies the ladders of my hope, are ſet on ſoo 
hye a walle, that no leſſe is the doubte of my kal, than the 
daunger of the clymmynge vp. Thou bowynge downe 
the leaues of thy high merytes, haſte bꝛoughte me to the 
poynt of continuall ſeruice. Lette me haue the fruite,and 


giue the leaues to whome thou wylte: By the immoztalle 


i 


' goddis, I haue great meruayle, bycauſe I thought that 
in the temple of the virgins Ueſtales, no manne ſhoulde 


haue hadde temptations, But as nowe J do fpnde by ex⸗ 
perience, that the woman is moze lyberall and ſooner o⸗ 
uercome, that is faſt and ſtraytly kept and watched than 
other. All the cozpozalle domages are fyꝛſte harde of, er 


they be knowen, and knowen er [ene , and lene er they — 
cite, 


MARCYVS8 
kelte, and felte er they be taſted, yet it is not ſo in loue.Foz 
firſte they fele the ſtroke therot, er they ſe the wap howe it 
cometh, Thelyghtnynge is not ſo ſodepne, bill it is ſeene 
afoze the thonder clappe, noꝛ the wal falleth not ſo ſodein⸗ 
ly, but fyʒſte ſome ſtones do bꝛeke aſonder, noz the colde 
cometh not ſo faſte on, but ſome [mal ſheueringes cometh 
befoze : but all onely loue is not felt tyll it be ſetled in the 
entrayles. Let euery man knowe it that kno we it not and 
thou lady Libie if thou wyll knowe: Loue ſlepeth whan 
we wake,and waketh whan weſlepe,and laugheth whan 
we wepe, and wepeth whan we laugh: It aſſureth in ta⸗ 


kynge, and taketh in aſſuringe: Ind ſpeketh whan we be 


ſtyll, and is ſtyll whan we ſpeke: Ind finally it is of that 
condicion, that foz to gyue vs that we deſpꝛe, hit cauſeth 
bs to lyue in pepne. J [were to the, whan my wpl became 
thy ſeruaunte, and thy beautie cauſed that thou were mp 
lady, whan J was in the temple and retozned agayne thi⸗ 
ther, not dely2ynge the, thou beheldeſte me and J as vn⸗ 
happy loked on the. But O what athuoghte came to me 


that my herte beynge hole, thou haſte deuyded, beinge in 


helth thou haſte hurte, beinge aliue thou haſte ſlayne, be 
ynge myn thou haſte ſtollen it, and that wozſte of al is not 
helpynge to my lyfe, thou conſenteſt that loue aſſayle me 
to the deth. Many tymes ladye Libya conſyd e that 
al my thoughtes ben hyghe and my foztune lowe, J wold 
haue ſeperate my ſelfe fro the, But conſyderynge that my 
trauayles are well applyed in thy ſeruyces, I ſay though 
J myghte J wille not be ſeperatefro the. will not denie 
one thinge, and that is, that curſed toue taketh away the 
taſte of al thinges, and yet therby alonely it ayueth vs ap 
petite, the whiche giueth vs moche yll pꝛouffite. This is 
the pꝛofe of him that loueth hertily. Foz one diſfauour of 
them that is beloued, ts moze than all the fauoure of ot 
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Iyfe. I thinke lady Libia thou art gretly abaſhedtoſeme 
outwarde as a philoſopher, and toknowe me inwarde a 
ſecrete louer. I pꝛaye the Lybia diſcouer me not: Fozyf 
that the goddis gyue me longe Iyfe, J am mynded fo2 to 
amende. Ind thoughe J be atte this houre but a ponge 
foole in the arte of loue, whan J am olde J ſhall be wile: 
the goddis knowe what 3 deſire, and the fozce that J do 
enfo:ce me to:but as the fleſhe is weake and the hart ten- 
dze, and hath many occaſions and fewe vertues, and the 
woꝛlde ſubtyll, and the people malicious, J paſſethis be⸗ 
gynnyng and ſpꝛing of floures, with hope that in harueſt 
ſhall haue ſome fruite. Dame Lybia doeſt thou thinke, 
that philoſophers though they were neuer ſo ſage,be not 
ſtryken with the cruelties of loue? and that vnder theyz 
cours clothes their flcſhe is not ſmoth?Certaynly amoge 
the hard bones ſoft fleſhe is bzedde, vnder the ſharpe hul⸗ 
kes the cheſtnutte is nouryſhed. J ſaye that vnder cours 
appatell, is true and perfyte loue. Þ deny not but that our 
ſlacke nature reſyſteth not with vertues, noz J deny not, 
but there be ponge waton deſp3es, not repzeſſed; with ver⸗ 
tuous purpoſes : I deny not, but that the bytte of youthe 
is not refreyned with the bzydell of reaſon: J denye not, 
but that that the fleſhe pzocureth, is dyuers tymes with⸗ 
ſtande by wyſedoine . Ind alſo J knowlege well, that he 
that is not amozous , ts a foole. Ind thou knoweſt , that 
thoughe we be wyſe, we leaue not therfore to be men. Ill 
that euer we lerne in all our lyu es, ſuffiſeth not to knowe 
ho we to rule the fleſſhe one houre. To wyſe men in this 
caſe hathe fallen many errours : there be many mayſters 
in vertues, and many moo hath bene, and yet they haue 
ben ouercome with vices, wherfoze than doeſt thou mer- 
nayle of me alone: I confeſſe of trouthe, that J had ne⸗ 
uer myne bnderſtondynge lo clere, as _—_ -_—_ _ 
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ned wynd on me with his winges, There was neuer none 
vnto my tyine, that euet was noted wple, but firſt he was 
a puſoner # bound with the loue of Cupyde. Gratian was 
amoꝛous on Tampꝛ: Solon Salaminꝰ gyuer of the la⸗ 
wes, was amozous of Grecyane : Pytacus Mitelenus 
lefte his owne wyfe,andwas enamoured of a bondwomi, 
that he bzoughte fro the warres. Cleobolus the curyan, 
whan he was ful.rxiitt. pete olde, and had red philoſophy 
lv. pete, ſcalynge the houſe of his 3 fel of the 
ladder, and dyed: Periander pꝛince of Acape, and a great 
philoſopher of Grece,aty pzayer ot one of his louers ſlew 
his wyfe: Anacharces a philoſopher a Scitean of his fa: 
ther ſyde, and a greke of his mother ſyde, was ſo enamo⸗ 
red of a woman of Thebes, that he taught her al his coũ⸗ 
nynge, and whan he was ſycke in his bedde, ſhe redde in 
the ſchole foz hym : Epimenides of Crete, that ſlepte. rv, 
yeres without waking, and though he was. x. yete a gret 
wo:ſhypper of the goddis, yet he was banyſhed from A- 
thenes fo: the loue of women: Archyta Tarentyn, map⸗ 
ſter of Plato, and diſciple of Pythagozas, occupied his 
mynde moze to inuent the kyndes of loue, than his fozces 
in doctrines of vertues:Gozgio Cleontino, bozne in Sp⸗ 
cyll, kepte rather concubines in his chambze,than bokes 
in the ſcholes. All theſe were wple men, and yet we mapye 
ſe, howe at the laſte they were ouercome with the flellhe . 
Than blame not me alone: fo: as J haue tolde of ſo fewe 
in noumbze, ſo J coude recyte of other a holle armye. Of 
trouthehe ought to haue many thynges, that wyll be ta- 
ken as cutious in loue. He muſte haue his eien diſplayed 
on her that he loueth, his vnderſtandynge ſoze altered in 
that he thinketh, his tonge troubled in that he ſhuld ſay: 
So that in ſeinge he be blynded, in thoughtes wandzing, 
and in ſpeakynge troubled, O lady Libta, the . in 
mocke- 
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mockerye paſſeth by mockerie : but where as the true hert 
rs, there is the grefe and nomockerte. Loue ſhedeth her 
poyſone, and cruelle Cupydo fyreth his arowes vppe to 
the fethers .Than'the eyen wepe, the herte ſygheth, the 
ficſhe trymbleth , the ſynewes ſhzynke: the vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge wareth groſſe, reaſon fayleth, and ſo all falleth to 
the erthe , foo that finally the heuye louer abidyng in him 
ſelfe, holdeth lyttell oz nothynge of hym ſelfe . All this J 
ſay bycauſe that knowlege to loue fayleth in me: yet be ye 
ſure, that the wozkes fayle me not to wozke in thy ſeruice. 
And ſithe hit was my aduenture to ſe the, nowe it is my 
chaunce to knowe the, J demaunde nothynge els of the, 
but that thou wylte loue me trewely, ſpth J loue the with⸗ 
out feynynge. Ind yf thou haſte herde, that J am ſycke 
at my harte, I deſy:ethe to do me ſome good: fo ſythe it 
ts all onely in the, it is reaſon that thou all onelp ſeke fo 


remedy. I was greatly comfozted, whan Fabius Catly⸗ 


nus deſyzed me in thy behalfe to be a pꝛiſoner, and J dpd 
incontinent all that thou dyddeſt deſpze, to thentent that 
thou on ſome day ſhuldeſt do that J deſyze. And beholde 
lady Lybta, the woman that is ſerued with ſeruyces, it is 
reaſon that ſhe receyue ſome p2ayers . Ind thoughe my 
ſtrengthes haue no power to open the gates of thy pour⸗ 
poſe, as nat to agree to thy demaunde, yet all my labours 
be bycauſe of thy tenowme. I pꝛaye the diſcouer not the 
one, no2 begyle me nat with the other. Fo: now thou ſceſt 
that in grauntinge is remedy, and in truſte is comfozte, 
but pꝛomeſſe is deceyuable, the delayenge is peryllous, 
and the entreatyngebyndeth. J ſe verye welle, that the 
haſty demaunde deſerueth a longe aunſwere: but J wold 
not that thou ſhuldeſt do ſoo : but as J deſyze the, ſo de⸗ 
ſy:e me. J (aye agapne, J am all thyne, and not myne 
owne. Ind as foz my ſelfe in all — 7 wyllſerue _ 
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And lady Libia regarde, that it were as moch honour fo; 
the, as p;ofytable foz me, to tourne thy diſoꝛdinate deſy- 
res and purpoſes. Foz thou ſeeſt well it is moche better to 
heale ſhoꝛtely than to late with faplynge of thy purpoſe, 
All women kepe one daungerous opinion, that is, they 
wyll neuer recepue councell that is gyuen them in a great 
cauſe: and if it beſo, as Jthynke, lithe thou art pzayſed 
and eſtemed of great beautte, than be eſtemed to recepue 
good councel. And in this maner in caſe that my domage 
be very great, and thy pacience very lyttell, I ſhalbe cal⸗ 
led wyle to gyue the ſuche coudcell, and thou ryght gra⸗ 
cious to folowe it. One thynge J ſape: and pardone me, 
though I ſhewe it to the, ho we that women be greatly in⸗ 
famed, that wyll take no counſayle, and ſuche as wyll aſ⸗ 
ſure their renowme by the opinyon of other, as moche as 
though they were determined ſo to do their ſelke. Wher⸗ 
foze I wolde ye ſhuld do one thing fo: an other as J coũ⸗ 
ſayle pou. And yf thou fyndeſt any ll therby, withdzawe 
thy hande. J wyll ſay no moe to the, but that J do pꝛe⸗ 
ſent to the al my vnhappy troubles, my deſperate ſyghes, 
and my ſeruyces as thy ſeruaunt. My troubled dolours, 
my wozdes of philoſophy, and my amozous teares . Ilſo 
I ſende the a gyꝛdille of golde, and J gyue it the on the 
condicyon, that thou ſette thyn eies theron, and apply thy 
hatte to me. I p2aye the goddis to giue me to the, and the 
to me. Marcus Aurelius the philoſopher wziteth this in 
very great ſecrete. 

CrRVS ENDETH THIS GOLDEN Boge ot 
the eloquent Marc Aurelie emperour : who ſo euer be re- 
der thero may take it by reaſon fo2 a ryche and a newe la⸗ 
bour, and ſpecially pꝛincis and gouernours of the com⸗ 
mon welth, and myniſters of iuſtice with other. Alſo the 


common people eche of them mape finde the labour con- 
uenient 
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uentent to they; eſtate . Ind therin is conteyned certayne 
right high and pzofounde ſentences, and holſom counſel⸗ 
les, and n:truaplous deuyſes ageynſte thencumbzance of 
koʒtune: and right ſwete conſolations fo: them that are o⸗ 
uerth:owen by foztune. Finally it is good to them that di 
geſte it, and thanke god that hath gyuen ſuche grace to a 
paynpm, in gyuynge vs example of vertuous lyupnge, 
with hye and ſalatarie doctrines and meruaylous inſttu⸗ 
ctions of perfectnes. Certainly as great pzayſe as ought 
to be gyuen to the auctour, is to be gyuen to the ttanſ la- 
tours, thathauelabozouſly reduced this treatyſe oute of 
Greke into latyn, and out oflatyn into Caſtilyan,and out 
of Caſtilyan into frenche, and out of frenche in englyſhe, 
wꝛiten in high and ſwete ſtyles. O tight happy trauaple, 
ſythe that ſuche fruyte is iſſued therof. Jud alſo bleſſpd 
be the handes that haue wzytten hit. I ryghte pzectous 
meate is the ſentences of this boke: But finally the ſauce 
of the ſayd ſwete ſtyle moueth the appetite. Many bokes 
there be of ſubſtanciall meates, but they be ſo rude and 
ſo vnſauerp, and the ſtyle of ſo ſmall grace, that the 
kyꝛſte mozſelle is lotheſome and noyfull : Ind of 
ſuch bokes foloweth to lye hole and ſounde 
in Lybzaties, but I truſte this wylle 
not. Of trouthe great pꝛayſe is 
due to the auctour fo: his 
trauaple. Ind ſyth 
there can be no 
grace equi⸗ 
polent 
in erthe, lette vs pꝛaye to god to 
gyue hym grace and reward 
in heuen. Amen. 
Graces to god. 
FINIS. 
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A Thus endeth the volume of Marke Aurelie empe- 
rour, otherwyſe called the golden boke, tranſlated aut of 
Frenche into englyſſhe by John Bourchier knyghie 

lozde Barners, deputte generall of the zynges 
towne of Caleys and marches of the ſame, 
at the inſtant. deſyꝛe of his neue we ſyz 
Francis Bzyanknyght, ended 
at Caleys the tenth day ol 
Marche, in the pere 
ok the repgne 
"> , 2:1} ACOURe :: i 
oueraygne loꝛde kynge 
Hentye the. VIII. 
the. X XIII. 
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